
Bick and Brenda Benedict 

2008 Sports Volunteers of the Year 

 
Bick and Brenda Benedict moved to Mission with their four children in 1998.  In 1999 they 

became involved with the Soapbox Derby and continue to this day volunteering hundreds of 

hours each year in organizing this fabulous event.  As many are aware, the Mission & District 

Lions Club along with businesses and community groups re-introduced the Soapbox Derby to 

Mission in 1999 after an absence of over 25 years.   

 

Bick, being the generous person he his, is quick to give credit to the extraordinary sponsors and 

the 60 to 70 volunteers it takes on race day to make the event happen.  As the executive 

secretary of the organization, Brenda admits that it’s a lot of work; but she is also quick to say 

that the experience has been great for their family and community life.  Three of their children 

are soapbox racers, and are learning first hand the value of volunteering through the exemplary 

work of their parents. 

 

The District of Mission is very proud and appreciative of Bick and Brenda, and on behalf of the 

District, Councillor Paul Horn will present them with their well deserved “Sports Volunteers of the 

Year” award. 



Bobby Brar 

Against the Odds Achievement Award 

 
Bobby was born in India and moved to Mission in 1991.  Since being involved in a car crash in 

2005, he combines the insight he gains from using a wheelchair with his passion for social 

justice.  As a voice for the disabled, Bobby has been instrumental in achieving greater 

accessibility to facilities, parks, and transit in Mission and was the driving force behind a 

wheelchair tour with the Mayor and several councillors to help them understand first-hand the 

challenges of using mobility aids on local buses. 

 

Bobby advocates for such improvements with the full knowledge that while the primary 

beneficiaries may be people with disabilities, an ever-increasing aging population, as well as 

parents pushing baby strollers, will also benefit. 

 

Bobby is also very philosophical about his injury and describes himself as a person who has had 

“One life with two experiences …. one on heels and one on wheels”.    

 

Mission is very fortunate to have Bobby as one of our own, and his insights are truly 

appreciated. 

 



Bobby resides in Mission with his wife Manjit and 2 boys. 

 

On behalf of council, Councillor Terry Gidda will present him with his well deserved “Against the 

Odds Achievement Award”. 

 



Eric LeBlanc 

2008 Citizen of the Year 

 
Each year the District of Mission Mayor and Council select one person from the community who 

has shown exemplary community spirit and volunteerism for the Citizen of the Year Award.  This 

year, Council unanimously selected Eric LeBlanc for the outstanding role he played in the “Paint 

the Town” project on Railway Avenue.  This project, which was initiated by Council’s Downtown 

Revitalization Task Force, needed a strong leader to take over.  Eric jumped in and before long 

he organized a group of 80 volunteers to power wash the buildings, and started recruiting teams 

from around Mission to paint the buildings.  He also garnered the support of Cloverdale Paints, 

Home Hardware, and Arnold’s Rentals who donated all the supplies for the project.  In addition, 

he mobilized Mission based BC Hydro employees and associates to donate over $10,000 in 

equipment and services to ensure and oversee the safety of painters in areas with high voltage 

power lines.  Needless to say, the project was a great success and anyone driving along 

Railway Avenue can’t help but notice the improvements.   

 

Council is very pleased to present this award to Eric, and on behalf of the District, Councillor 

Heather Stewart will present Eric with the “2008 Citizen of the Year” award in recognition of his 

outstanding community spirit and leadership qualities.  



Flo Erskine 

Community Service Award 

 
Born in Port Alberni, Flo and her family moved to Mission in 1954.   At 91 years of age, Flo is a spry 

and youthful person and has always made the most of her life.  In so doing, she brings support, 

happiness, and encouragement to everyone she meets.  As a woman who appreciates life, she 

decided one day that the world needed more love and she began giving hugs to everyone she met.  

She is now known throughout the community as the “hug therapist”.   

 

Flo is also a great musician.  She began playing the piano at the age of 3 and continues to play at 

the Legion and many seniors’ gatherings. In her younger years, Flo was also a member of the 

Mission Pipe band.   

 

On behalf of the District of Mission, Councillor Jenny Stevens will present Flo with her well deserved 

‘Community Service Award’.   



Heidi Smith & Scotty Scodellaro 

2008 Community Service Award 

 
Heidi Smith is a very familiar name when it comes to Mission’s Adopt-A-Block program.  She 

began volunteering in 1998, and served as the President on the Board of Directors from 2002 to 

2006.  Heidi also volunteers on the Women’s Centre Board of Directors and is a volunteer 

coordinator for the Clarke Theatre ushers.   

 

Heidi likes her community to look nice, so it’s not a surprise to hear that she and her husband 

Scotty were one of the first to sign up for the painting project on Railway Avenue.  Together, this 

impressive couple got a team together and painted 10 buildings.  When all was said and done, 

their team volunteered over 200 hours. 

 

Heidi and Scotty are both former Correctional Service employees, and when they’re not busy 

volunteering, Heidi says that she likes travelling, hiking, music festivals, and working on 

community projects with Eric LeBlanc.  

 

On behalf of the District, Councillor Scott Etches will present this great duo with their well 

deserved ‘Community Service’ award. 



Joan MacLatchy 

Freeman 

 
Joan graduated from high school in Salmon Arm and then from UBC and taught in Celista, 

Salmon Arm and Sicamous. She married her first husband in 1963 and lived in Prince George 

where their two sons were born and graduated from high school. While in Prince George, Joan 

served as a school trustee for seven years and as Board Chair for five of those years.  After her 

divorce she completed the PDP program at SFU and taught in Prince George from 1978 to 

1984.  

 

Joan moved to Mission in 1984 where she married Peter McLoughlin. In 1990 she was elected 

to Council for the first time. During that first term she worked diligently towards building the new 

library that was completed in 1994. Joan ran for mayor in 1993 but was defeated by 45 votes. 

During the following three years she joined the Board of Community Futures North Fraser and 

also continued working as a financial advisor.  

 

In 1996, Joan was re-elected to Council and served three terms, stepping down in 2005. During 

those terms she spent a number of years on the Fraser Valley Regional Library Board and was 

Chair for three years. 

 



Since retiring from Council Joan joined the board of Lifetime Learning and has been the 

president for nearly three years. Joan remained a member of the Board of Community Futures 

North Fraser and assumed the role of Chair following the disclosure of serious financial 

difficulties.  Joan stepped down from the Board in September of this year with the organization 

well started on its way towards recovery. 

 

The District of Mission is very pleased and honoured to present Joan with the highest honour 

that can be bestowed to a citizen, and on behalf of the District, Mayor James Atebe will proudly 

present Joan MacLatchy with the honour of “Freeman”. 

 



Mal Wood 

Community Service Award 

 
Mal was born and raised in England and moved to Canada in 1972.  He began his distinguished 

career as a volunteer fire fighter with the Township of Langley, and in 1974 he joined the 

Mission Fire/Rescue Service.  After 36 years of wake up calls in the middle of the night, Mal 

says he is happily looking forward to his retirement in December, 2008. 

 

As well as being a great fire fighter, Mal is a great fundraiser.  Since 1985 he has organized 

hundreds of events to raise awareness and funding for Muscular Dystrophy.    He estimates that 

since 1985 the Mission Fire/Rescue Service has raised over $150,000 to help those who suffer 

from this devastating disorder.  In 1995 Mal became acquainted with Daniel Forden, a very 

special young boy from Mission who had been diagnosed with Duschennes Muscular 

Dystrophy.  Daniel soon captured the hearts of everyone he met and the Mission Fire/Rescue 

Service took him in as one of their own.  When Daniel passed away in 2001 at the age of 13, his 

friends at the Fire/Rescue Service honoured him as they would with any fallen hero and said 

goodbye to Daniel with a full firefighter’s send-off.  

 

The District of Mission is very thankful and proud of people like Mal, and on behalf of Mayor and 

Council, Councillor John Pearson will present him with his well deserved Community Service 

Award. 



Mission Association for Community Living 
 

Lifetime Achievement Award 
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Mission Emergency Social Services 

2008 Community Safety Award 

 
Mission Emergency Social Services has been active in Mission since the late 1980’s and 

depending on the emergency, such as the threat of potential flooding, volunteers can number 

over 100.   

 

Today’s award, however, is to recognize the core group of permanent, dedicated, and generous 

volunteers who are ready to respond 24 hours a day, seven days a week to emergencies and 

disasters of all sizes.   

 

It is not uncommon for these volunteers to sacrifice their own family routines and personal life to 

assist community members in need, and they do this with compassion and the understanding 

that it may take hours or sometimes days to help people through the distress of their 

emergency. 

 

Aside from responding to emergencies, these volunteers also attend 12 hours of training a 

month, and it is not unusual for most of them to volunteer an additional 10 to 15 hours a month 

preparing for community events or planning the team’s response to a never ending list of 

possible emergencies. 



 

Laurel Exner, the director for Emergency Social Services knows first hand how hard these 

volunteers work behind the scenes and can’t speak highly enough about the way they do their 

work with care, knowledge, and most importantly the fact that they do it out of the goodness of 

their hearts. 

 

The District is very fortunate to have such a dedicated group of individuals, and on behalf of the 

Emergency Services Team, Laurel Exner will accept their very well deserved award from 

Councillor John Pearson. 



Mission Hospice Volunteer Team 

2008 Special Recognition Award 

 
The Mission Hospice Society, which was incorporated in 1985, consists of 4 staff members and 

79 amazing volunteers.  Since that time, they have been providing life enhancing support to 

individuals and families living with terminal illness, death, and grief.  They do this in a variety of 

settings including the Christine Morrison Hospice, Pleasant View Care Home, The Dr. Stuart 

Pavilion, Carrington House, the Cedars, and in the homes of individuals and families.  In 2007, 

this incredible group of people donated an outstanding 7,265 hours of service to the community. 

 

Hospice volunteers listen intently with compassionate hearts, share stories, and sit in silence.  

They hold hands and bear witness to the circle of life.  They provide an unhurried presence of 

comfort and support to the dying and encourage people to live their lives to the fullest until their 

very last breath.  Volunteers also work with the families faced with the loss of a loved one, 

helping them to find a way to live life beyond loss.   

 

In return for these gifts they offer, they ask for nothing beyond a sincere thank you or a heartfelt 

hug.  They go about their work quietly and diligently, but the impact they have on those they 

support is extraordinary. 

 



On behalf of the Hospice Volunteers, Lillian Dudfield and Eleanor Lobb will accept their Special 

Recognition Award presented by Councillor Terry Gidda on behalf of the District of Mission. 



Neighbourhood Planning Advisory Committee 

Special Recognition Award 

 
In 2007, the District of Mission Council appointed a group of individuals and charged them with 

the monumental task of “agreeing as a committee on an integrated neighbourhood plan for 

Neighbourhood One within the Silverdale Urban Residential area”.   

 

Under the leadership of Terry Lyster, the project planner for SW Mission, and various 

consultants engaged to assist in the process, this group rose to the challenge.  After hundreds 

of hours of reading reports, attending meetings and public consultations, a draft plan was 

produced and presented to council in August, 2008.   

 

The District of Mission Mayor and Council wish to extend a heartfelt thank you to this 

extraordinary group and to publicly acknowledge the amount of time and energy they devoted to 

developing the plan.   

 

On behalf of the District, Mayor James Atebe will proudly present the committee with their richly 

deserved ‘Special Recognition Award’.   

 

Mayor James Atebe will also present the following committee members with individual awards 

recognizing their valued contributions:  Bill Hamilton, Danny Plecas, David Keenan, Dirk 

Weyman, Jim Taylor, Joanne Long, Kim Koboszka, Margaret Eggen, Marilyn Boswyk, Mike 

Scudder, Rex Blane, Robert Demers, Ron Taylor, Ivy McLeod, and Kevin O’Beirne. 



Russell Pattison 

2008 Against the Odds Achievement Award 

 
The only problem with awarding Russell Pattison with an “Against the Odds” award is that he is 

too busy being a successful person to have time to think about any odds.   

 

Russell has distinguished himself with his incredible dedication, energy and single-mindedness 

as one of the key organizers for the Mission Soapbox Derby and literally puts hundreds – maybe 

even thousands – of miles on his shoes every year speaking to businesses, volunteers, and 

participants in order to get the community involved. He is undeterred by weather or negative 

people, and always has his ear to the ground.  If a radio station, clown, ice cream vendor, 

cartoonist, coffee truck, or new volunteer is found to help out, it’s thanks to Russell.  And all the 

photos that make their way into the paper or onto our website?   You guessed it... Russell is the 

man behind those too.  With the help of his enthusiastic attitude, the Soapbox Derby is once 

again a great success.   

 

On behalf of the Mayor and Council, Councillor Paul Horn will present Russell with his very 

deserving award recognizing him as a true expert at working “Against the Odds”. 

 

 



John and Shannon Pederson 

2008 Sports Volunteers of the Year 

 
John and Shannon both grew up in Maple Ridge.  John was a competitive soccer player and 

Shannon was involved in competitive swimming, theatre, and dance.  They were married in 

1989 and moved to Mission in 1992 with their daughter Samantha and son Jamieson. 

 

John began coaching soccer in 2002 and in 2007 he and Shannon co-founded Mission’s First 

U21 women’s team which he currently coaches. John also mentors junior coaches and helps 

them build their coaching skills.   

 

Shannon started her soccer life as a team mom and is now a trainer, fundraiser, manager, and 

‘supreme organizer’.  In addition to managing two teams, she is also the Resources & 

Communications Officer for the Soccer Club.   

 

The District of Mission is very appreciative of the many volunteer hours that John and Shannon 

contribute to the development of soccer in Mission, and on behalf of the District, Councillor Scott 

Etches will present them with their well deserved Sports Volunteer of the Year award. 

 



Sharon Syrette 

Freeman 

 
Sharon received her B Ed in Education with a special education major from the University of 

Victoria in the late 1960’s and began her career as an elementary school teacher, which 

included two years teaching in East Africa. 

 

Her lifetime interest in diverse cultures and grassroots involvement in finding solutions to 

community challenges has kept Sharon very busy.  Her contributions to Mission are vast and 

include membership or serving as a board member with many organizations, including Lifetime 

Learning Society, Mission Community Services, Valley Women’s Network, Mission Transition 

House Society, Mission’s Marlin’s Swim Club, Mission Association for Social Planning, Heritage 

Places, Mission’s Farmer’s Market Society, and the Cultural Resources Commission. 

 

Sharon is also a published writer, and has worked with numerous groups to assist them with 

setting priorities, managing resources, developing systems and procedures, and assisting them 

with fundraising and teambuilding. 

 

Sharon is also a dedicated family person; she and her husband Harold have three children, 

numerous foster children and 7 grandchildren. 

 

The District of Mission is very pleased and honoured to present Sharon with the highest honour 



that can be bestowed to a citizen, and on behalf of the District, Mayor James Atebe will proudly 

present Sharon Syrette with the honour of “Freeman”. 



Shirley Olson 
 

2008 Sports Volunteer of the Year 
 

 
 

Anyone who spends time at the curling rink is no doubt familiar with Shirley Olson.  A long time 

member of the Mission Curling Club, Shirley has served on the Board for many years, including 

6 years as President.   

 

Shirley has spent a lifetime promoting the Mission Curling Club and to many she is the driving 

force that keeps the club going.    When she is not organizing tournaments, she is looking at 

ways to get sponsors and thinking of ways to make the club better.  Over the years she has 

organized events such as the Senior & Masters Playdowns and the Juvenile Playdowns for Curl 

BC.  As well, Shirley has represented the curling club at Zone meetings and was selected by 

Curl BC to represent the District in the International Tankard held in Seattle.  

 

Shirley’s dad, Freeman Chuck Harrington, would have been very proud of his daughter today. 

 

On behalf of the District, Councillor John Pearson, will present Shirley with her well deserved 

‘Sports Volunteer of the Year’ award. 



The Pentones 

2008 Special Recognition Award 

 
For many years a group of men and women from Abbotsford, Mission, and Maple Ridge called 

the Valley Singers, led by Ron Schaufert, has been entertaining the residents of Seniors’ Homes 

throughout the area from September to May.  When Harry Vogel joined the Valley Singers, he 

and Ron decided that they would like to continue singing through the summer.  They were soon 

joined by Margaret Madden, Donna Cawley and Esther Un-Rau.    

 

A creative mix of the word “Pent” representing their five members and the word ‘Tones” came 

together to create “The Pentones”.  Since their formation, the Pentones have become very 

popular with the seniors, mixing music with humour, and encouraging the seniors to join in with 

the singing.  They accept no remuneration for their performances and instead reap the reward of 

happy audiences. 

 

On behalf of the District, Councillor Terry Gidda will present The Pentones with their Special 

Recognition Award, after which they will perform a short medley of songs.   

  



Tom O’Malley 
 

Lifetime Achievement Award 
 

 
 

Tom was born in New York City, and met his wife Betty in London’s Trafalgar Square in 1970.  

After 2 years of writing to each other, Tom decided to vacation in Abbotsford where Betty was 

living, and as they say …. ‘The rest is history’.  Tom and Betty have 2 sons and have lived in 

Mission for 34 years.   

 

Tom is being honoured today for his exemplary contributions as a volunteer in the District of 

Mission.  His work with Scouts Canada has spanned 25 years and has involved thousands of 

hours of committed time and energy.  Six years ago his brother-in-law Abe Neufeld, gently 

persuaded him to become involved with Mission Community Services, and as a result Tom has 

been a member of the board of directors for six years, and treasurer for 2 years.  He is also the 

treasurer for the Cedar Valley Mennonite Church. 

 

On behalf of the Mayor and Council, Councillor Jenny Stevens will present Mr. O’Malley with his 

well deserved ‘Lifetime Achievement’ award.   



Tony Carter 

2008 Against the Odds Achievement Award 

 
If you happen to be downtown Mission on Monday and Friday mornings, you have likely met 

Tony Carter.  He is the one that you will notice is busy picking up litter and generally keeping the 

area tidy and clean.   

 

His cheerful attitude and high energy are a wining combination, and anyone who meets him 

agrees that Tony truly is ‘one of a kind’.   

 

Tony also volunteers at Mission Community Services 3 days a week where he gives a helping 

hand sorting the many items that come in as donations.   

 

Tony is also a dedicated volunteer at the Twilight Concerts and the Mission Music Folk Festival. 

   

Not one to sit idle, he also enjoys bowling, floor hockey, curling, soccer, soft ball, and track.  

 

The District of Mission is very appreciative of Tony and all the great work he does, and on behalf 

of the District, Councillor Heather Stewart will proudly present him with his well deserved 

“Against the Odds Achievement’ award. 



William “Bill” McAuley 

2008 Arts and Culture Service Award 

 
Bill is being acknowledged today for his contributions to the development of Arts and Culture in 

Mission, particularly the outstanding work he has done at the Fraser River Heritage Park.   

 

Bill joined the Mission Heritage Association as a member of the Board of Directors in 2002, and 

has served with distinction in several capacities, including President for two terms.   

 

Under Bill’s energetic and committed leadership, the focus on arts and culture has expanded at 

the park.  This year’s Old Car Sunday was attended by over 20,000 people and the Envision 

Twilight Concerts attracted over 18,000.   

 

Bill has also been instrumental in initiating projects of cultural significance such as the 

restoration of the old orchard on the northern boundary of the park, and the creation of a 

“Heritage Walk” through the park that will consist of storyboards explaining the cultural, 

geographical, and historical importance of the park to Mission.   

 

Bill and his wife of 42 years, Elspeth, have two children, Jennifer and Michael, and live on 

Silvermere Lake in Silverdale. 

 



The District of Mission is very thankful for the work Bill has done for the community and on 

behalf of the District, Councillor Scott Etches will present him with the ‘2008 Arts and Culture 

Service Award’. 
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