
 

 
Samantha Reeve 

Community Service Award (under age 25 category) 

Samantha Reeve has demonstrated consistent and reliable commitment to the youth of 
our community.  She is being recognized today with the Community Service Award for 
individuals under the age of 25 for her participation and leadership in the Social 
Development 40 Developmental Assets Working Group.   

Samantha began volunteering with the Social Development working group during her 
final year of high school.  Although she has since graduated, she continues to have an 
active leadership role within the working group.  Most recently, Samantha dedicated her 
time and energy to put together a youth-led workshop series for the public on the 40 
Developmental Assets survey results.   

Sam is a mentor for other youth in Mission, and has been a key player in coordinating 
and promoting poster contests and youth events in Mission.  She believes that 
volunteering is a fun way to contribute to the community, and overcoming certain 
challenges has enabled her to give back to others.  She is currently studying languages 
at the University of the Fraser Valley. 

 



 

 

Dale Gatin 

Sports Volunteer of the Year 

Dale Gatin is being recognized today for his contribution to amateur sport in the District 
of Mission.   

Dale began boxing at the age of 11.  He competed as an amateur throughout high 
school and, as an adult, Dale turned to coaching, something he has been doing now for 
over a decade.  In 2005, Dale started the Mission City Boxing Club, a non-profit society, 
as his way of giving back to the youth of our community.  The club is open to people of 
all ages who want to work out in a friendly environment without fear of harassment.  Its 
motto is “Helping Kids Through Sport”. 

Dale is dedicated to helping young people develop a strong work ethic, self-control, 
discipline, physical conditioning and the tools necessary to deal with day-to-day life 
challenges.  Dale says that he is honoured to be able to share his knowledge and 
experience with the next generation of boxers. 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Amanda Peebles 

Against the Odds Achievement Award 

Amanda Peebles is a remarkable young woman who has faced many challenges in her 
life.  She is being presented today with the Against the Odds Achievement Award in 
recognition of her ongoing volunteerism and her efforts on behalf of others with 
developmental barriers.   

Born with a developmental disability, Amanda entered elementary school barely able to 
communicate, with very poor motor skills, and few social skills.  With help from her 
family and the school system, and with a great deal of hard work and determination, she 
has conquered many of her challenges.  

After high school, Amanda attended and graduated from the University of the Fraser 
Valley TASK program, where she received a diploma in food safety and first aid, and 
she studied in the Community Support program through the Mission Association for 
Community Living.   

Amanda has volunteered with the Salvation Army and her former high school.  She 
currently volunteers with Meals on Wheels, the Illuminaria Festival, the food bank, and 
Pleasant View nursing home.  Amanda is also a member of the Share Your Light Choir. 

Four years ago, Amanda became a Big Sister for youth with disabilities.  She 
participates in Special Olympics floor hockey, soccer, softball, bowling, and track and 
field, and has won numerous medals.   



 

 

Danny Jakobs 

Sports Volunteer of the Year Award 

Danny Jakobs has lived in Mission for 20 years and started volunteering shortly after 
arriving in here as a way of giving back to the community.  He is being recognized today 
with the Sports Volunteer of the Year Award for his tireless efforts on behalf of Mission‟s 
young athletes. 

Danny is a dedicated volunteer and sets a high standard for himself in terms of the 
quality of his work.  He coaches football, basketball, track and field, and golf and 
dedicates literally hundreds of hours each year to his various teams.  Danny is a caring 
individual who is passionate about the development of young people and has the ability 
to bring out the very best in them.  He is a mentor who has impacted the lives of many 
Mission athletes over the past two decades. 



 

 

Mady Pechler  

Arts and Culture Service Award 

Mady Pechler moved to Mission a few years ago from Holland and quickly established 
herself as an enthusiastic volunteer in our community.  She is being recognized today 
with the Arts and Culture Service Award for her dedication to promoting the arts in our 
community. 

Mady served two terms on the Board of Directors and became President of the Mission 
Arts Council last September.  As both an artist and a patron of the arts, Mady promotes 
artistic spirit and cultural endeavours in the community through her graphic art designs.  
She organizes events to raise funds for arts programs and encourages others to pursue 
and participate in various art forms.  

Mady spends a lot of time online, working to showcase local talent, promote art and 
highlight cultural interests and events in our community.  She and her family are also 
involved in organizing, promoting and encouraging youth to participate in the Mission 
Soapbox Derby.  



 

 

Curtis Chaplin 

Sports Volunteer of the Year Award 

A lifelong resident of Mission, Curtis Chaplin is committed to promoting athletics in the 
community.  He is being recognized today with the Sports Volunteer of the Year Award 
for his dedication to reviving the Wildcats Volleyball Club. 

After a long hiatus in our community, the Wildcats Volleyball Club was brought back to 
life four years ago.   In the beginning, 19 eager youths made up two teams that 
practiced once or twice a week, and played in a few tournaments.   Since that time, the 
club has grown to host both boys and girls teams, and there are over 40 young people 
that proudly wear the Wildcats uniform.  The teams will be competing across the Lower 
Mainland and BC, and two teams will also be heading to the Western Canada nationals 
this year.   

Curtis Chaplin is the hardworking head coach of the Wildcats Volleyball Club.  His 
unmatched enthusiasm, dedication, and love of the game have been instrumental to the 
revival of this sport in our community.  Curtis leads practices 6 days a week for at least 
two hours a day.  He also coaches during tournaments, and when he‟s not on the court, 
he can often be found creating new practice plans for his teams or reading about how to 
enhance his coaching skills.  Curtis is a role model and mentor.   He is always available 
to answer questions, and is working to create successful athletes and respectful young 
adults.  He is very passionate about the sport and wants to bring out the best in each 
player.   



 
 

As Ms. Norman was unable to attend the June 11, 2011 event, her award will be 
presented to her at the July 25, 2011 Regular Council Meeting. 

 

 

Kristina Marie Norman 

Community Service Award (under age 25 category) 

Kristina Marie Norman began volunteering while still a student at Hatzic Secondary 
School and, as a young adult, has continued to give of her time to a variety of different 
community organizations.  Kristina Marie is being recognized today with the Community 
Service Award for individuals under the age of 25 for her commitment to volunteerism 
and her support of other young people within the District of Mission. 

Kristina Marie is a Beaver leader for the 4th Mission Scouting group and has been part 
of the Big Brothers Big Sisters In-School Mentoring Program since 2009.  She also 
volunteers her time two afternoons a week in an after-school homework club at Hatzic 
High School, supporting students who struggle with the math curriculum.  She is a very 
service-oriented individual, with a kind and giving personality, and is considered a 
valuable asset to organizations that she serves.  

 

 



 

 

Mission Mobile Patrol 

Crime Prevention and Community Service Award 

The Mission Mobile Patrol is comprised of 16 dedicated volunteers ranging in age from 
19 to 70.  The group is being recognized today for the extraordinary volunteer service 
that they provide to the residents of Mission. 

The team works with District of Mission bylaw officers to deal with graffiti, vandalism and 
relocation of the homeless from makeshift camps to the community homeless shelter. 
They also support a variety of anti-auto theft programs and have been instrumental in 
assisting the Mission RCMP to identify and deal with uninsured vehicles on the road.  

Mission Mobile Patrol regularly conducts patrols in areas where there is a history of 
reported property crime, deterring criminal activity and providing reassurance to the 
community at large.  

The hardworking members of the Mission Mobile Patrol contributed over 2,800 hours of 
volunteer service in 2010 and are described by Mission‟s Crime Prevention Coordinator 
as “happy, enthusiastic, dedicated and sensitive to the needs of the community”.  

 



 

 

Sally Buchanan 

Community Service Award 

A longtime resident of Mission, Sally Buchanan has been involved with various 
organizations in the community for over 25 years.  She is being presented today with 
the Community Service Award in recognition of her work with the Mission Old Age 
Pensioners Organization and the Mission Hospital Auxiliary. 

Sally has volunteered in the Hospital Auxiliary Cottage and the Gift Shop at least once a 
week for the past 22 years.  She was also the President of the Old Age Pensioners 
Organization for three years and, although she is no longer on the Executive, she is still 
actively involved in various events.  She was a valued member of the Downtown 
Coalition for several years, and continues to donate generously of her time to many 
different causes.  



 

 

Wally Koop 

Sports Volunteer of the Year Award 

Wally Koop is being presented today with the Sports Volunteer of the Year Award in 
recognition of his commitment to the curling community of Mission.  Wally moved to 
Mission in 2004 and became involved with the curling club as a way to keep active in 
his 70s.   After six years of curling, he now says that he loves the sport more than any 
other. 

When he‟s not travelling on his Honda Goldwing motorcycle with his wife, Wally can be 
found curling with the Senior Men‟s League on Wednesdays, and Senior Mixed League 
on Thursdays. 

He has also learned how to prepare the ice for tournaments.  For the past two years, he 
has been assisting with the ice maintenance at the curling rink, volunteering with the ice 
maker on weekdays and for bonspiels on the weekends.  Wally also helped prepare the 
ice for the 2011 Winter Paralympics, and even made ramps for the Korean team.  

In addition, Wally finds time to help school and home school groups learn how to curl 
and, with humour and enthusiasm, he continues to share his love of the sport with 
others. 



 

 

Lauri Wenting 

Sports Volunteer of the Year Award 

Lauri Wenting has lived in Mission since 1988.  She is being recognized today with the 
Sports Volunteer of the Year Award for volunteering as a coach with the Mission Racers 
Speed Skating Club for nearly a decade.   

Lauri met her husband Bruce while attending Fraser Valley College in Abbotsford and 
together they coached speed skating in Sardis from 1984 to 1988.  She hung up her 
skates for a while with the arrival of their two daughters. 

 In 2002, one of Lauri‟s daughters asked if she could try speed skating, unaware that 
her parents had been coaches in the past.  Lauri once again began coaching young 
skaters and has been giving lessons three times a week for six months of every year 
since.  This type of selfless devotion is what allows our youth to enjoy sports in our 
community.  Lauri is one of those quiet people who takes on tasks in an understated 
way and gets the job done.  The Mission Racers Speed Skating Club has been in our 
community since 1972 and, without volunteers like Lauri, would not have enjoyed the 
success it has had in providing opportunities for Mission‟s youth.   

Coaching speed skating takes many hours of Lauri‟s time, but that is not all that she 
does.  Lauri has also been a Girl Guides leader for the past six years, a volunteer 
position that makes her hours coaching pale in comparison.  Lauri will be hanging up 
her coaching skates at the end of this season.  Her devotion to coaching beginner 
speed skaters will be greatly missed. 



 

 

Barb Strachan 

Citizen of the Year Award 

Barb Strachan has lived in Mission for 20 years and has been an active volunteer for 
the past 10 years.  She is being recognized today as the Citizen of the Year in 
appreciation of the time she has dedicated to various organizations, including Mission 
Community Services Crisis Line, Stave Valley Salmonid Enhancement Society, Fraser 
Valley Watersheds Coalition, Climate Action Advisory Committee and Mission Rotary 
Clubs. 

Barb has been a member of Mission‟s Social Development Commission since its 
inception, participating in the 40 Developmental Assets and Town Squares working 
groups.  One of her favourite projects was the creation of The Rain Garden, a storm 
water management park located at the corner of Seventh Avenue and Grand Street. 

The organizations in which Barb is involved know her as a steadfast supporter of 
community projects.  Whether a task involves the physical labour of planting native 
plants, the organizational skills of chairing meetings, the creativity of establishing 
educational displays, or the energy required for fundraising, Barb is invariably the first to 
volunteer and the last to leave an event.  In just the past year, Barb has planted more 
than 4,000 native plants, spoken to elementary school students about ethical decision 
making, and re-established the Mission chapter of Ducks Unlimited. 

While her experience, wisdom, and good nature make her indispensible, Barb says that 
she always gets more back than she gives from her commitments, particularly in her 
role with the Mission Community Services Crisis Line.  Barb is an inspiration to others to 
participate more in their community. 



 
 

As Mr. Coates was unable to attend the June 11, 2011 event, his award will be 
presented to him at the July 25, 2011 Regular Council Meeting. 

 

Stuart Coates 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

Many years ago, Stuart Coates moved to Mission to retire. The community has been 
keeping him very busy ever since.  He is being recognized today with the Lifetime 
Achievement Award for his dedication to Youth Soccer.  

Stuart has been involved in youth soccer for over 40 years and has been a significant 
part of Mission Minor Soccer for the past 26 years.  He has regularly volunteered as a 
coach, referee and equipment manager, and has helped out with field and gym 
bookings, organizing soccer tournaments and field lining.  Stuart coached the BC team 
to Gold in the Nationals and took them to the World Games in Shanghai, China in 2007.   

 

Over the past 22 years, Stuart has also been involved with Mission Special Olympics, 
and acts as one of their local coordinators whenever time permits.  He has taken the 
Mission teams through several qualifiers, Provincials and to the Nationals in Sudbury, 
where they won the Gold Medal. 

Stuart has been a great mentor, creating sportsmanship among players and coaches.  
He has devoted much of his life to the game of soccer, volunteering, coaching, and 
helping athletes to reach their goals.   



 

 

John Keresman 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

John Keresman moved to Mission in 1980.  He is being recognized today with the 
Lifetime Achievement Award for his long-term commitment to the Royal Canadian 
Legion and the Air Cadet Corps. 

John served in the Royal Canadian Navy, both within Canada and overseas, for 15 
years in the 1950s and „60s.  During that time, he became a baseball coach and an art 
instructor.  Retirement did not stop John from reaching out to others; he became a 
member of the Royal Canadian Legion and was instrumental in starting a Sea Cadet 
Corps. 

After moving to Mission, John became involved in all aspects of work with the Royal 
Canadian Legion, including the planning and logistics of events such as parades for the 
Battle of the Atlantic, D-Day, VE-Day, and Remembrance Day.  John is well-known for 
his compassion and heartfelt concern when attending funeral and memorial services for 
veterans.  He has also been a volunteer dispatcher for the Citizen‟s Patrol, a volunteer 
Ambulance attendant, has served on the Board of Directors at Pleasant View, and is a 
past president of the Mission Seniors Association. 

In addition, John has been actively involved with the local Aurora Air Cadet Corps, 
becoming a valuable source of information while sharing his time and talents.  He used 
his artistic skills to create an updated Mission Air Cadet Crest, spending countless 
hours designing a more representative image of an Aurora Aircraft and carving the 
image.  He has also acted as a liaison between the Legion and the Corps.  



 

 

Lloyd Rash 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

Lloyd Rash came to Mission in 1963 and spent many years working for the District of 
Mission.  Lloyd is being recognized today with the Lifetime Achievement Award for his 
long-term commitment to the Mission Sunrise Rotary Club and Fraser Valley Heritage 
Park. 

Lloyd uses his experience and skills to serve his community quietly and without concern 
for recognition.  Fraser Valley Heritage Park is one of the main beneficiaries of Lloyd‟s 
dedication to community.  He was there as the park was being founded, serving on its 
Board of Directors, and has built or overseen the construction of many park buildings.  
Lloyd almost single-handedly built the administration building as a volunteer.  He 
continues to service equipment, maintain park structures and trails, offer advice and, 
until recently, spent hours every weekend mowing the grass.   

The Rotary Club also benefits enormously from Lloyd‟s countless volunteer hours.  
Lloyd invented and built portable dental chairs that can be carried to third world 
countries when dentistry aid is given and has learned to make artificial teeth for those 
served by the Rotary dental team. 

Lloyd goes far beyond the Rotary motto of “service above self”.  When trees needed 
planting on the Silverdale Wetlands, Lloyd worked for days to transport trees and then 
brought his family in to help with planting.  Lloyd is currently training to be a volunteer 
escort at Ferndale Institution. 



 

 

Jim Toth 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

Jim Toth has worked for the Mission School District for 34 years.  He is being 
recognized today with the Lifetime Achievement Award for his many years of dedicated 
service to the youth of Mission, as an educator, a coach and a mentor. 

Whether in his role as a teacher, vice-principal or principal, Jim has always made sure 
both the academic and extracurricular needs of his students are met.  He routinely 
coaches four or more teams each year and, over the span of his career to date, has 
coached or managed more than 120 teams.  Jim volunteers his time so that students 
have the opportunity to play and, in the process, teaches them perseverance, 
teamwork, commitment and other life skills.   

The District of Mission has produced many fine athletes, in no small part due to people 
like Jim.  In addition to his coaching duties, he often referees games, officiates at meets, 
helps line the fields, and draws up game schedules.  Jim has spent much of his free 
time volunteering, and athletics in Mission has thrived as a result of his consistent 
dedication and commitment to our youth. 



 

 

Rhona Jacobsen 

Freeman of the City Award 

Rhona Jacobsen has been a volunteer in Mission since the 1950‟s.  She is being 
presented today with the Freeman of the City Award in recognition of the many decades 
that she has volunteered with organizations such the Legion, the Hospital Auxiliary, 
Pathfinders, the Heritage Park Association, and the Mission Museum.  She is also a 
lifetime member of the Old Age Pensioners‟ Association and Lifetime Learning.  This 
incredible lady will be 91 years old in July and continues to serve the community with 
energy and enthusiasm.   

On October 11, 1941, Rhona married Ernie Jacobsen.  Almost immediately, Ernie went 
overseas to fight in the war as a medic in the Army Medical Corps.  While he was away, 
Rhona and her infant son moved to Matsqui.  While she was waiting for her husband to 
return home, she spent hours and hours knitting sweaters and socks for the Red Cross.  
Upon Ernie‟s safe return in 1946, the family moved to Mission where, over time, they 
established an amazing rose garden totaling 701 bushes.  When Ernie passed away in 
2001, Rhona generously donated 300 of Ernie‟s roses to the Fraser River Heritage Park 
where they continue to be enjoyed by park visitors.   

Rhona is truly a lifelong volunteer and an inspiration for all of us.  For almost 60 years, 
she has been actively contributing to the well-being of our community.  When asked 
why she does it, she simply states that it‟s “because I like helping others”.  One of her 
most recent projects was working with BC Transit to improve Mission‟s transit system 
for seniors and residents of Mission.  She also dedicates time selling Poppies for 
Remembrance Day and supporting the Cancer Society campaign by selling Daffodils. 



 

 

Doreen Phelps 

Freeman of the City Award 

Doreen Phelps has been a volunteer in Mission since the 1960s, and is known in the 
District as a person who gets things done.   She is being recognized today as a 
Freeman of the City in appreciation of the many decades that she has spent 
volunteering with a variety of community organizations, including the Ladies Auxiliary of 
the Royal Canadian Legion, Mission Adopt-a-Block, Mission Arts Council, and the 
Mission Hospital, to name but a few.   

Doreen has always been the type of person who looks after others.  She has delivered 
gifts, flowers, food, good wishes, and condolences on behalf of the Ladies Auxiliary.  
She has chauffeured seniors, catered functions, and organized events.  She helps with 
the Remembrance Day campaign and the Canada Day festivities.  For the past 12 
years, Doreen has also organized, enhanced, and ensured the success of the Mission 
Christmas Craft Market, raising funds for the Mission Arts Centre.  

Doreen is, in short, a kind and giving person whose dedication to her volunteer 
commitments has been a blessing to many non-profit organizations and to the District 
as a whole.   

 

 


