
   

It’s Your Business 

The District of Mission  

is a thriving, growing 

municipality. With over 

37,000 people that call 

Mission home, the District 

provides services, 

facilities and infrastructure 

that help make this 

community one of the 

most livable in the Fraser 

Valley. 

 
 
 
 
Did You Know?  
 

 The District’s total  

operating budget is  

$64 million dollars.   

 The District has $44 

million dollars in its  

reserve (savings) 

accounts. 

 Business Licenses  

generate approximately  

$280,000  worth of  

revenue for the District. 

 The District received  

$1.9 million in grants in 

2012. 

Proposed 
2014 Budget 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

Each year, Council aims to find a balance between affordable taxes for property 

owners while still maintaining the services people have come to expect. 

Where does the money come from? 

Mission offers a broad range of services but 

only has a few sources of revenue. The three 

main operating revenue sources are: property 

taxes, utility rates and user fees (e.g. 

recreational fees, dog licenses, business 

licenses, building permits etc.) 

 

The District proactively reviews and adjusts 

existing fees and charges and considers new 

fees and charges on an annual basis.  

Where does the money go? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The municipal budget of approximately  

$64 million funds a variety of services for a 

safe and healthy community. 
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Getting to Zero 

 

The District's expenditure 

budget for the general 

operating fund increased 

$687,205 between 2013 

and 2014.  These 

increases have been 

offset by  additional 

property tax revenue from 

new construction and 

increases to other revenue 

to obtain a net zero 

percent increase in the 

property taxes. 

 
 
Did you Know? 

 

The District of Mission is in 

a healthy financial 

position.  Council is 

recommending a zero 

percent increase for 2014, 

on the heels of a zero 

percent in year one of their 

term (2012) and a modest 

1.49% increase in year 

two. (2013) 

For 2014, the General Operating fund showed an increase in expenditures of $687,205, broken 

down as: 

 

 Fire and Rescue Services   $344,703  50.2% of the total 

 Policing Services    $265,000 38.5% of the total 

 West Coast Express Train/Bus  $155,244 22.6% of the total 

 Expenditure reductions  $(77,742) -11.% of the total 

     $687,205 100% 

 

To help cover the increase in expenditures 

of $687,205, the District is expecting the 

following revenues to increase: 

What’s new for 2014? 

What happened to the District’s expenses? 

How is the District paying for the increase in costs? 

The 2014 proposed budget has the same service levels with no increase to property taxes. 

Each year, staff prepare spending packages 

for Council’s consideration. These packages 

include any new programs or services that are 

not funded within the budget. For 2014, 

Council approved two on-going operating 

spending packages for inclusion into the 2014 

draft budget. 

 $23,700 for Civic  

       Engagement, and 

 $2,100 for Human Resources  

       software annual fee. 

In addition, Council approved three capital 

initiatives to be added to the 2014 draft capital 

budget. 

 Mission RCMP detachment cell retrofit 

 The 2014 projects on the  MissionCity 

Downtown Action Plan 

 Skylight replacement at the Leisure Centre 

reception. 

Funding to be determined for capital projects. 

New programs for 2014 

www.mission.ca 
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Your annual tax notice includes 

an amount for municipal 

property taxes,  taxes levied by 

other authorities (i.e. school 

board) and a flat rate for 

municipal utilities (water, sewer, 

garbage/recycling, etc.).  

Mission ranks 4th out of 13 

communities in the Lower 

Mainland in terms of the cost of 

property taxes and utilities on an 

average assessed home. (The 

average total bill for Mission is $2,839.)  

See how Mission compares with 13 of it’s neighbours above. 

$2,104
$2,444

$2,595
$2,839
$2,856
$2,880
$2,923

$3,108
$3,122
$3,190

$3,438
$4,075

$4,267

0 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000 5,000

Kent
Hope

Chilliwack
Mission

Langley City
Pitt Meadows

Langley Township
Maple Ridge
Abbotsford

Port Coquitlam
Delta

New Westminster
Port Moody

 
Did you know?  
 

Since 2009, all newly built 

homes connected to the 

District’s water system have a 

water meter installed and are 

billed annually based on 

consumption. 

 

Mission residents who pay a 

flat rate on their tax notice for 

water, sewer, garbage and 

recycling/compost curbside 

pick-up pay about $92.50 per 

month total for these 

services. 

 

By comparison, the average 

home phone bill is $30/

month, cell phone is $60/

month, and BC Hydro is $55/

month. 

How does Mission compare? 

How much per month for Municipal services? 

Property taxes are the most 

important source of revenue 

for the District.  The typical 

property tax notice, that is 

mailed out each May, includes 

taxes collected on behalf of 

other organizations.   

 

Depending on where you live, 

there may be charges for 

municipal utilities. 

www.mission.ca 
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Typical Tax Notice
(without utility charges)

Annual Monthly

Protective Services $525 $44

Engineering and Public Works 302 25

General Government 244 20

Parks, Recreation and Culture 223 19

Administration 204 17

Transfer to Reserves 144 12

Development Services 112 9

Municipal Taxes on average home: $1,754 $146

In 2013 the average home 

in Mission paid $2,839  in 

property taxes with $1,754 

of that amount for 

Municipal services. 
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Operating 
and Capital  
 

The District’s annual 

operating budget is 

used to pay for running 

the various programs 

and services it provides 

to the community. For 

example, the operating 

budget includes the 

money to pay staff that 

repair the roads, as well 

as the gas in their 

vehicles; the lifeguards 

at the Mission Leisure 

Centre and the cost to 

heat the pool.  

 

The capital budget is 

long-term. It establishes 

the investment in 

infrastructure, like road 

reconstruction, 

replacing aging water 

and sewer pipes, or 

replacing a fire truck.  

The District plans to spend $6.6 million during 2014 as it continues to invest in the 

maintenance of its transportation, drainage, water, sanitary sewer systems, and facilities.    

Condition assessments on infrastructure helps the District prioritize replacement capital 

projects within the financial plan.   

 

Significant projects planned for 2014 include: 

 

 Ongoing road rehabilitation - $1.4M  

 Ongoing AC (Asbestos Concrete) water main replacement - $1.0M 

 Cannell Lake water treatment plant upgrades - $0.2M 

 Norrish Creek water treatment plant membrane replacement - $0.3M 

 Ongoing sewer condition assessment/replacement  - $0.3M 

 Highway #7 sewer main replacement Stave Lake St. to Mary St.- $0.3M 

 Cleaning and repair of equipment at the JAMES wastewater treatment plant - 

$0.2M  

Capital projects planned for 2014 

Utilities: the other part of the equation 
The 2014 proposed budget includes a 2% increase to your municipal water, sewer, 

recycling/compost and garbage user fees to maintain the long-term health of these utility 

operations.  

For property owners paying the flat rate for these services, the annual charge will be $1,131. 
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The District began working on an early debt 

retirement strategy in 2013 to pay down 

existing external debt.  This will allow the 

municipality to free-up money for the 

maintenance and replacement of existing 

infrastructure, such as roads and sidewalks, 

drainage systems, water and sewer utilities, 

and other municipal facilities.  

In the past five years, 2009 - 2013, the 

District has reduced the total debt 

outstanding by $7.7 million   

Over the next three years, 2014 - 2016, the 

District is planning to pay down the outstanding 

debt another $7 million.   

 

What do we owe?  

What’s in the bank?  

You told us... 
 

2014 Budget Survey 

 651 responses received 

 

 Survey participants 
represent a broad range of 
age categories: 
65% were 45 years+ 
32% were between 18-44  
 

 50% of participants have 
lived in Mission 15 years 
or more 
 

 80% of respondents are 
not owners or operators of 
a business 
 

 The most important  
issue facing the District: 
 Downtown 

Revitalization; 
 Business & the  

Economy; 
 High Property Taxes 

 

 The top three priorities: 
 A safe and secure  

municipality; 

 A strong financial  
position; 

 Infrastructure that is well
-maintained and 
sustainable 
 

 Survey participants are  
generally satisfied with  
District services 
 

 Services needing  
improvement: 
 Fire/Rescue Services 
 Conditions of Streets/

Roads 

 Bylaw Enforcement 
 Public Transit 
 Snow Removal 

 

 Suggestions to improve  
District services include: 
 Downtown; 
 Waterfront; 
 Animal Control; 
 Dog Parks 

 
For the full detailed  
results from the 2014  
Budget Survey - visit 
www.mission.ca 

Reserves are established to set aside money for future operating and capital expenditures.   

In some cases, Council will set policy to decide how the money will be spent while other reserves  

have restrictions.   

Building up the District’s reserves will allow us to fund capital projects internally and avoid future 

external borrowing and related interest charges.  

The District will be debt free in the Water Utility by 2014 and  

debt free in the Sewer Utility by 2016. 

General 
Fund

$12,510,000 

Water 
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$380,000 

Sewer 
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$880,000 

Consolidated External Debt
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Council’s 
Goals and 
Objectives  
 

In January of 2009, at the   

beginning of their term,     

Council adopted a 

comprehensive strategic 

plan that outlined their 

goals and objectives for 

the next three years.   

This strategic plan is 

used to focus limited 

resources, as all new 

initiatives and spending 

must clearly be linked to 

one of Council’s  goals 

and objectives before 

being considered during 

budget discussions. 

 

 

 

Dates to  
remember  
 

Tuesday, November 12 
7 p.m. Council Chambers 
Town Hall Meeting with 
Mayor, MLAs and MP 
 
Monday, November 18 
6 p.m. Council Chambers 
Budget Consultation 
Meeting 
 
Monday, December 2 
6 p.m. Council Chambers 
Final Budget Discussions 

Financial Sustainability 

 Undertook Core Services Review and 

implemented results 

 Implemented Organizational Restructuring 

and achieved major savings 

 Overall 0% tax increase in 2012,  1.49% tax 

increase in 2013, and proposing an overall 

0% tax increase for 2014 

 Forestry Operation now on a profitable course 

 Annual budget is now approved by December 

31st of each year, prior to the start of the 

fiscal year 

 Debt retirement program in place 

 Capital and operating reserves are being 

built up 

 

Infrastructure and Facilities Development Goals 

 Asset management position in place to help 

prioritize infrastructure investments 

 Water main replacement plan now in place 

 Other infrastructure studies nearly complete 

i.e. roads and sewer system 

 Water demand study completed 

 Second water source deferred based on water 

conservation and management of regional 

system 

 

Economic Development 

 Additional funds provided for economic 

development 

 New Development Bylaw drafted – awaiting 

developer consultation results 

 Downtown Redevelopment Action Plan 

completed and being implemented 

 Downtown Incentive Program is being 

implemented to facilitate redevelopment in 

the downtown core 

 Development process streamlined and related 

policies and procedures have been reviewed 

 

Municipal Operations and Partnership Goals 

 Financial budget projections, together with 

performance measures, are presented three 

times per year 

 Permissive Tax Exemption and Municipal 

Partnership Fee-for-Service Grant policies 

revised   

 BC Winter Games co-ordination and support 

ongoing 

 Civic Engagement (webcast of Council 

meetings, regular Town Hall Meetings, and 

civic engagement programs) 

How can you get involved? 
 

 Attend the Community Budget Consultation Meeting (Council Chambers on Monday, 

November 18
th  

starting at 6 pm) 
 

 Share your ideas for creative ways to save money, email your comments and/or questions 

to tax@mission.ca      

 
 

It’s Your Business.  It’s Your Municipality. It’s Your Budget.  
You can make a difference.  
 
We hope this booklet has helped you to understand the District’s budget. We invite you  
to join us in creating a 2014 budget that reflects your priorities. 
 

8645 Stave Lake Street, Mission, BC : 604-820-3700   : info@mission.ca / tax@mission.ca 

2013 Highlights - Making Progress... 


