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DATE:   June 6, 2016 

TO:   Mayor and Council 

FROM:   Ron Poole, Chief Administrative Officer 

SUBJECT:  2016 Pulling Together Canoe Journey - Sponsorship 
ATTACHMENTS: Appendix A – January 2016 Pulling Together Canoe Society Bulletin  
 Appendix B – July 2016 Pulling Together Canoe Society Bulletin 

RECOMMENDATION:  Council consider and resolve: 

1. That the District of Mission provide $_______ in sponsorship to the Pulling Together Canoe 
Society in support of the 2016 Pulling Together Canoe Journey with funding from the 
Contingency fund; and 

2. That the District of Mission provide in-kind support as deemed appropriate by District of 
Mission staff.  

PURPOSE: 
The purpose of this report is to bring forward, for Council’s consideration, a request from the organizers 
of the 2016 Pulling Together Canoe Journey for the District of Mission to sponsor a meal for 200 people 
on July 7, 2016 at a cost of $1500 or a meal for 400 people on July 9, 2016 at a cost of $3000.   

BACKGROUND: 
Each year, the Pulling Together Canoe Society organizes a multi-day canoe journey through hundreds 
of kilometres of British Columbia’s waterways in order to promote reconciliation through learning and 
understanding.  The Society’s Vision, Core Values and Mission Statement are as follows, along with a 
brief history of the event:  

Vision:  To lead the way in the elimination of prejudice & stereotypes 

Core values:  Fun, Unity, Respect, Cultural Diversity & Empathy. 

Mission Statement:  “Recognizing the past by Pulling Together to enhance 
understanding between Public Service Agencies and Aboriginal Peoples by 
Canoeing the traditional highway, strengthening our future relations” 

Brief History:  Now retired Staff Sergeant Ed Hill (former Pulling Together Canoe 
Society board member) of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) was a 
participant and organizer of the well-known Vision Quest Journey of 1997 that took 
place down the West Coast of British Columbia. This journey included RCMP 
officers and First Nation peoples visiting the many First Nation communities down 
the coast of BC. Ed Hill knew the benefit of police officers working with the First 
Nation community and began to plan another canoe journey for the year 2001. This 
time the road traveled would be the Fraser River. The focus of the journey was to 
improve the police relations with the First Nation communities. The RCMP sent out 
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an invitation to all the police agencies in British Columbia requesting participation in 
the worthwhile endeavor. 

Pulling Together continues these yearly Journeys, but now has expanded its Canoe 
families to include many First Nation organizations, communities, public service 
agencies and additional municipal, provincial and federal law enforcement 
agencies. 

Additional information can be found on their website at www.pullingtogether.ca. 

DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS:  
This year’s Pulling Together Canoe Journey will take place from July 2 ~ July 9. The event organizers 
have asked the District of Mission to sponsor either a meal for 200 people on July 7, 2016 at a cost of 
$1500 or a meal for 400 people to be held at Xa:ytem on the last day of the event, July 9, 2016, at a 
cost of $3000.  The preferred date for the organizers is July 9, 2016. 

The District may also be asked to provide in-kind support in the form of tents, etc. that would otherwise 
be provided for a fee.   

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
Should Council wish to provide sponsorship for this event, there are sufficient funds within the 
Contingency Fund.   

COMMUNICATION: 
Staff will communicate Council’s decision to the Pulling Together Canoe Society.   

SIGN-OFFS:  

 

 

Ron Poole, Chief Administrative Officer  

 

 

http://www.pullingtogether.ca/
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Back to 

the 
Future 

July 2-11 
 

 

   

PICTURE FROM 2015 CANOE JOURNEY  IN THIS ISSUE 

The 2016 Canoe Journey, ‘Back 
to the Future’ has been coming 
together for a number of years.   

The ground work and vision 
inspired by Dave Loop, 
Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans, to reconnect the 
Lil’Wat, In-SHUCK-ch and 
Xa’xtsa Communities to one 
another through their 
traditional Canoe Culture. That 
connection and love for the 
waterways along the Lillooet 
River has brought the planning 
committee together to 
organize the 2016 Pulling 
Together Canoe Journey.    

The planning committee 
consisting of a collaboration of 
experienced marine and 

geographically knowledgeable 
people, with representatives 
from the Lil’wat, Samahquam 
Skatin, Xa’xtsa, and Sts’ailes 
First Nations.    

On November 21st, 2015 the 
Annual General Meeting 
hosted an update from the 
planning committee. The 
update was for the canoe 
families to ensure ample time 
for preparation. Regular 
updates and announcements 
will be made to ensure clear 
understanding of what canoe 
families can expect, how to 
prepare to engage and enjoy 
their journey. 

 

Registrations fees 

 

Application of intent 

 

20 canoe limit 

 

Visions of 2016 Journey 

 

Journey information 

 

Volunteers 

 

Communication 

Planning Committee Update 

APPENDIX A
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2016 Registration fees are set as: 

 $500 fee for each canoe 
family registration (non-
refundable) 

 $200 per individual 
registration 

All participants, pullers and 
ground crew must register as 
journey participants. All journey 
participants will be fed and cared 
for during the canoe journey. 

   Application of intent 

If your canoe family wishes to 
participate in the 2016 canoe 
journey, you must return the 
Canoe Family Application of 
Intent by February 29, 2016. 

Canoe Family Registration fee 

The canoe family registration fee 
will be requested after the canoe 
selection process, due            
March 15, 2016. 

20 Canoe Limit 

The planning committee has 
limited the participation to 20 
canoes to ensure the safety of 
participants, to provide 
independent campsites, to 
minimize environmental impacts, 
and meet community capacity 
requirements. The planning 
committee will post selection 
process details. 

  

The Planning Committee and 
Pulling Together Canoe Society 
Board of Directors 
acknowledges that the 
additional costs might affect 
some canoe families. The 
planning committee and board 
of directors are willing to work 
with any canoe family to 
provide assistance in all aspects 
of planning for this year’s 
journey. You can email the 
Pulling Together Canoe Society 
@ ptcanoesociety@gmail.com 

or Kerry Lumsden @ 
kerry.lumsden@inshuckch.com 

 

NOTE 

The $500 fee will fund expenses such as 
transportation, security, toilet/shower 
facilities and insurance.  

The $200 per individual cover the cost of 
food for each registered participant. 

 

 

 

This journey is a chance to recognize the 
communities’ rich and important history. 

BC origins and relations dependent of 
cooperative commerce and trade was based on 
the collaboration and cooperation between the 

first nations and newly arrived explorers, 
traders and settlers. 

“The wealth of resources and culture is plenty 
rich and communities are excited to share the 
waterways and landscape in appreciation for 
the land and life that happens there” 

 

It is expected that most people attending will 
have their first opportunity to visit these 

traditional territories.  As the Pulling Together 
family enters the territory they will be a 

witness to the interconnection of the places 
and the people, as said by one of the members, 

“I could see that the youth are needing to 
know who each other are and their 

backgrounds.” 

 

The community will be able to see their own 
land from a different perspective, from the 

water, and introduce that to a greater 
community that they will forever be connected 

to Pulling Together. “I think it will be really 
important to expose the community to 

something new but also something that will 
connect them to their past…” and “...“I think 

that’s something that will be a great 
opportunity for people to see our world in a 

whole other way.” 

 

 

Vision of 2016 
Canoe Journey 
Leaders from each community 
shared the following sentiments. 

Registration Fees 
Leaders from each community shared 
the following sentiments. 

mailto:ptcanoesociety@gmail.com
mailto:kerry.lumsden@inshuckch.com
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The journey will take place from 
July 2nd to July 11th, starting off 
with a welcome in Mount Currie, 
Lil’wat Territory.  The fleet will 
depart the Mt. Currie area and 
head south-east on Lillooet Lake.   

Mount Currie  
- Camping the first two nights 

- Families can expect easy access to 
amenities.  

We will pull along Lillooet Lake 
and connecting Little Lillooet 
Lake, visiting Samahquam and 
Skatin First Nations communities.  

In-SHUCK-ch Forestry Service 
Road 
- Vehicle support will be traveling on the 
In-SHUCK-ch Forest Service Road to 
reach the 2nd campsite. 

-The 45 km stretch of forest service road is 
the only access to the camp location. 

-The Forest Service Road is generally well 
maintained, but families should be 
prepared to travel in well maintained 
vehicles with appropriate roadside 
emergency supplies, (spare tire, jacks, 
water etc.).  

-Small cars are not recommended to 
make the trip on this road. 

The fleet will come off the water 
in Samahquam and  the canoes 
will be vehicle portaged via 
commercial flatbed trucks  to  
Tipella approximately 60 km 
South along the In-SHUCK-ch 
FSR.  Each family will be 
requested to identify two 
members to assist with the 
loading and off-loading of our 
canoes.   The utmost care will be 
taken while transporting your 

canoes securely and safely on 
flatbed trucks, to Harrison Lake. 

Skatin 
-Camping at the Head of the Lake School.     

Independent Nights 
-Pullers will journey independently 
without ground crew support for 2 nights 
and 3 days over the 70 km length of 
Harrison Lake from Tipella/Port Douglas 
to Sts’ailes. 

-This will require advanced preparedness 
regarding packing adequate equipment to 
the minimalist degree for all canoe 
families. 

- The majority of our food, cooking gear, 
tents, sleeping mats and bags will be 
transported by a small landing craft to the 
independent camps along Harrison Lake. 

- Pullers will arrive at Sts’ailes and reunite 
with ground crew support on July 8th, our 
final campsite. 

Ground crew 
-While the pullers set on their way for the 
independent days the ground crews will 
travel Hwy 99 and Hwy 1 & 7 
approximately 325km to camp in Sts’ailes 
on Harrison River. 

-When the ground crews take that travel 
day to get to the top of Harrison they will 
be welcomed by Sts’ailes. 

- Activities and 
cultural sharing will 
be planned giving a 
chance for families 
to connect to the 
community in a way 
that hasn’t been 
done before. 

During the 
Portage and 
Ground Crew 
Travel day, 
Pullers will 

become Trekers, to engage in 
culture and discover the history of 
the territory we are travelling 
through. 

Sts’ailes 
- Graciously welcoming us for a 2nd 
consecutive year. 

The last two days of the journey 
will include a days paddle from 
Sts’ailes into Skowlitz First 
Nation, into the Sto:lo territory 
and down river to Dewdney 
Slough near Deroche. Mission is 
our final destination and the 
pullers will be welcomed as part 
of the Annual In-SHUCK-ch Days 
Celebration. All families will be 
welcome to join in the historical 
celebration to honour the 
community. 

The planning committee will give 
updates on a regular basis 
through the Facebook page as 
confirmed information becomes 
available. 

 

Journey Information 
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VOLUNTEER 

FOR THE 2016 

PULLING 

TOGETHER 

CANOE 

JOURNEY  
 

The communities are excited to host this 
years pulling together canoe journey, 
however many of them have never hosted 
such a large group of people before. So this year the planning committee has started a volunteer list. Every 
family will be asked to participate with the operation of Site Safety and Maintenance (No Impact Camps), Meal 
Prep and Support, Equipment Management etc. It is our intention to leave the community debt free and without 
any environmental impacts (Waste Management).  

To Volunteer Please Contact Jolene Andrew - Volunteer Coordinator JoleneREandrew@gmail.com   

Communication 
 

Join our Facebook Group 

Pulling Together Canoe Journey 2016 

 

Updates will be posted on the Pulling Together Society webpage: pullingtogether.ca 

Inquiries may be directed to the Pulling Together email ptcanoesociety@gmail.com or 
by contacting Planning Committee Chair Kerry Lumsden at (604) 820-6873 or by email 
kerry.lumsden@inshuckch.com 
 

The outcome of The Journey Back to the Future is an amazing 
opportunity for relationship building As put by Dave Loop, DFO 
Officer, and “The opportunity to get that spark and fan it into a 

fire and create a transformational moment.” 

mailto:JoleneREandrew@gmail.com
mailto:ptcanoesociety@gmail.com
mailto:kerry.lumsden@inshuckch.com


 

 

SAVE THE DATES! 

the 

ANNUAL CANOE JOURNEY 

Mount Currie to Mission 
Via Lillooet & Harrison Lakes 

TRAINING  
2ND JULY 

 
3rd JULY 
Canoe families 
depart from head 
of Lillooet Lake in 
great departure 

The Arrival 
9th JULY 
Canoe families 
arrive in Dewdeny 
after an epic, life 
changing journey 

2 N D  - 9 T H  J U L Y  2 0 1 6  

Our Vision 
“Recognizing the past by 
Pulling Together to enhance 
understanding between Public 
Service Agencies and 
Aboriginal Peoples by 
Canoeing together along the 
traditional highway, 
strengthening our future 
relations” 
http://pullingtogether.ca 

We are looking for 
support to make 

this event the 
most memorable 

time for every 
entrant 

Canoe teams will 
assemble on One-
Mile Lake to 
receive orientation 

The Launch  

The	journey	will	start	with	a	send-off	in	Mount	Currie	and	end	with	
celebrations	in	Mission,	touching	the	traditional	territories	of	the	
Lil’wat,	Samahquam,	Skatin,	Xa’xtsa,	and	Sts’ailes,	traveling	along	
Lillooet	and	Harrison	Lakes	to	the	Fraser	River.	
It	will	follow	the	original	Harrison-Lillooet	Gold	Rush	Trail,	with	stops	
in	each	of	the	host	communities	along	the	way	and	at	historic	Port	
Douglas.	Closing	festivities	will	be	at	the	site	of	the	former	St	Mary’s	
Indian	Residential	School.	
The	host	nations’	youth	accounts	of	leadership,	friendship	and	cultural	
pride	witnessed	in	past	journeys,	inspired	In-SHUCK-ch	Nation	to	
coordinate	with	the	5	Nations	to	host	the	2016	event.	

APPENDIX B
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Help needed with 
Logistics 

We need to move and feed a 
lot of people 

Entry to the Journey is kept at a modest $200. This is to 
ensure that as many people from some of our least 
affluent groups are able to take part in this event. 

The Society is always looking for awesome partners to 
donate time, money or resources to help with the costs 
of the journey as the entry fees alone barely cover 
costs. 

We are looking for leads on donations or someone who 
can provide these items for ‘mates rates’.  

What do we need help with? 
Buses: up to 6 school buses for 4-5 days. There is 
tricky river system between the two lakes that we 
can’t paddle. Buses are needed to move people from 
rest stops to the next days launch. 

What do we need help with? 
 Tug & Barge or Landing Craft: We’ve made things 
really tricky for ourselves this year. There’s little or 
no road access to our campsites along the Harrison 
Lake section. We need to move, port-a-potty’s, a 
water tank, refrigeration, food, camping gear to each 
camp spot, and it needs to be moved by water. 

Other Stuff 
…and that’s not all. The Harrison is a remote area. 
We need to bring everything with us… 

Fresh Water Tanker   Refrigeration Truck   

Port-a-potty’s  are all going to be needed. 

Please contact: d’Artagnan Newton for more 
info: 
604 992 3150 or dart586@me.com 
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