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DATE:  October 26, 2012 
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
The Councils of the City of Abbotsford and the District of Mission would like to announce a 
renewed commitment to their regional water and sewer partnership.  Both Councils have 
reaffirmed that they are moving forward as equal partners and are committed to working 
together to address regional water and sewer issues, including the previously contentious water 
supply issue.    
 
Both Councils recognize that there has been a downward trend in water usage over the past 
few years due to the success of water conservation efforts, and that development of a new 
water source can now be deferred for the foreseeable future.  The Councils instead see the 
need to manage and extend the regional water supply through peak day demand management, 
optimization of the distribution system, and through further conservation efforts. The 
communities will continue to monitor water usage trends, the related impact of ongoing water 
management efforts, and the associated risks to determine water source options over the longer 
term. 
 
Mayor Bruce Banman says that he “applauds citizens and businesses in Abbotsford for their 
water conservation successes” and that he “looks forward to a renewed and proactive 
partnership with the District of Mission.” Banman added that “both communities have a long 
history of working together to provide shared services, and it only makes sense that we continue 
to work together to solve our regional water issues.”  
 
Mayor Ted Adlem says that he “believes that the Councils are united when it comes to regional 
water issues and that both communities are stronger and better off when they work together.”  
He also stated that he and the District of Mission Council “look forward to working within a 
renewed partnership with the City of Abbotsford, as a strong partnership benefits the residents 
of both communities.”  Mayor Adlem also stated that he “recognizes that Mission needs to make 
progress when it comes to water conservation.” 
 
There will be upcoming opportunities for members of the public to provide comment on the City 
of Abbotsford’s and the District of Mission’s water efficiency study, which looks at ways that we 
can all further reduce our water consumption. Additional information on water efficiency and 
conservation is available at www.ourwatermatters.ca.  
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For further information, please contact: 
District of Mission: Ken Bjorgaard, Chief Administrative Officer, at 604-820-3704 
City of Abbotsford: Frank Pizzuto, City Manager, at 604-864-5584 
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