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Background
Recent Success Story: Sayres Lake CampgroundRecent History of Stave West

Consultation To 2012
 ▪ In 2009, the public was engaged in the development of a Recreation Area Feasibility Study for Tree Farm License 26 (which includes Stave West). 
 ▪ In 2012, a number of existing Stave West recreation user groups were asked for feedback on their experience at Stave West. Over 700 questionnaires 
were completed. 

 ▪ Contacted user groups included ATVBC, Back Country 
Horsemen, BC Horseback Country, Fraser Valley Mountain 
Bike Association, Haney Horsemen, IMBA, Mission Rod and 
Gun Club, Mushroom club, Pacific Sport, Trails BC, 4 Wheel 
Drive Association (4WDABC) as well as representatives of 
geocaching, horseback riding and snowmobiling. 

 ▪ Primary female respondent activities at Stave West: 

Key findings
 ▪ Respondents were primarily from Chilliwack, Mission, Maple 
Ridge, Surrey, Abbotsford and Langley. They were mostly 25-
60  year old males. There were only 80 female respondents. 

 ▪ Primary respondent activities at Stave West: 

some past challenges  ▪ The top requested improvement by female respondents was 
trail improvements. Others: Vehicle campground, toilet/shower 
facilities, designated non-motorized areas, and designated multi-
use motorized vehicle areas.

 
 ▪ 142 respondents were from Mission. They identified the 
following primary activities at Stave West: 

 ▪ 95% of respondents use trails at Stave West. 

 ▪ Top rated requested improvements: designated multi-
use motorized vehicle access, staging areas/parking, trail 
improvements, vehicle campgrounds and toilet/shower 
facilities. 

 ▪ Excessive speed, drunken recklessness, a sense of 
entitlement and firearm use were cited as the most 
common reasons for conflict. 

 ▪ Respondents would like to see the area remain open 
to all users. 

 ▪ Many requested it remain a “free” facility, while others  
suggest charging a fee for use, or for parking. 

 ▪ A number would be happy to pay an annual user 
fee to assist in monitoring, maintenance and the 
discouragement of illegal and irresponsible activities. 

 ▪ Some would like to see garbage receptacles, signage 
and maintenance of the road.

 ▪ Respondents expressed concern regarding illegal 
activities ranging from abandoned stolen vehicles, 
dumping, excessive alcohol consumption and firearm use 
and lack of cell phone coverage during emergencies.  

 ▪ Environmental concerns included mud bogging, the use 
of dirt bikes during the rainy season, to littering.

The District of Mission (DOM) has been 
managing sustainable forestry activity in the Tree 
Farm Licence in which Stave West is located for 
over 50 years.

However, with  the Florence Lake Forest 
Service Road  becoming the first public access 
to unregulated crown forest land east of Metro 
Vancouver, the area became a magnet for 
undesirable usage. Illegal shooting, garbage 
dumping, recreation user conflict, archaeological 
site and foreshore destruction, accidents, theft 
and vandalism are far too common.

Recent recreation development, increased 
enforcement and a seasonally monitored gate 
have already resulted in changes to the area. 

The Recreation Master Plan will provide a 
planning tool for the transformation of the now 
under-regulated area into a family-friendly 
destination for outdoor recreation, tourism and 
discovery.

In 2013, the Province of British Columbia created a 
40-site campground on Sayres Lake, at Stave West. 
Hundreds of outdoor enthusiasts have since spent time 
camping, boating, fishing, hiking and swimming. The 
campground, managed by the Kwantlen First Nation’s 
Seyem Qwanten Business Group, is supervised and open 
from May 1 to Thanksgiving each year.


