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ON THE FRASER




“How To Handle Your Barking Dogs”
Local bylaws prohibit excessive noise.  The District of Mission's Noise Bylaw states:  
Sec. C.4 "No person shall own, keep or harbour any animal which, by its cries or barks disturbs or tends to disturb, the quiet, peace, rest, enjoyment, comfort or convenience of the neighbourhood or persons in the vicinity."

· Excessive barking does not have a specific definition.  

· There is no time duration or specific times of the day that automatically define prohibited barking.

· In order for barking to be in violation of the bylaw, it must be (a) frequent and persistent, and (b) disturb the neighborhood.
Every person (owners and tenants) who violates any of the provisions of the District of Mission Noise Bylaw or suffers or permits any act or thing to be done in contravention of any of the provisions of this bylaw is liable to a fine and penalty of not more than $2,000.00 and not less than $100.00 for each offence.  Each day that a violation continues to exist shall constitute a separate offence.

Training A Dog Not To Bark

The barking problem is much easier to prevent than to cure.  If possible, do not isolate the dog; they too like company.  Introduce the dog to the chain or pen slowly, and for short durations at first.  Play with him, make it “fun”.
Give both negative and positive reinforcements.  If he barks give the appropriate correction.  Don’t reinforce the barking behaviour by giving in to the dog’s demand for attention.

Retraining A Problem Barker
As both human and dog populations are on the increase, it is becoming more and more imperative to restrain dogs from running at large.  Unfortunately, confinement often precipitates a barking problem.  A dog is rarely considered a problem if it just barks at intruders.  The problem barker is one who has learned to bark in order to achieve some goal such as freedom, attention, food, etc.  Therefore, the objective of the responsible dog owner is to control the barking, not to suppress it.
Although the District of Mission is not in the business of training dogs, drawing on available information, we have put together some suggestions for you.  The following are given in order of severity:

1. Ensure the dog is getting sufficient mental and physical stimulation (i.e. walks, sports, tricks).

2. Bring the dog indoors, move the run or pen to an enclosed area (e.g. basement) where the dog can't see or hear whatever stimulates the barking (e.g. children, pets, etc.).

3. Crate train your dog and crate your dog while you are away.  Dogs are den animals and are content to be in a confined space with enough room to stand or lay down comfortably.

4. Turn on a portable radio which covers up noises that induce barking.  Human voices will keep the dog company.

5. Boredom barkers: distract with bones, chew toys.

6. Throw something on the ground near the dog (not at it) which will make a startling loud clatter.  Tin cans, chains, dry bamboo.

7. Use a squirt bottle to spray water in the dog's face.  Be consistent when undesirable barking occurs.

8. Place hand tightly around muzzle and shout "Quiet" or "No".  Be consistent when undesirable barking occurs.
9. The use of an ultrasonic "beeping" collar should only be used with proper knowledge and restraint.

10. An electronic bark collar.
11. The surgical removal of the larynx is costly and not guaranteed.

12. Speak to your veterinarian and an obedience trainer.

BB GUNS AND SLINGSHOTS ARE NOT RECOMMENDED   
All dogs have different personalities.  While some may require a heavy correction, others will respond well to simple verbal reprimands.  Match the correction to the temperament of the dog.

If your dog only barks when you're not at home, you will have to set up a mock departure, making sure the dog sees you drive away.  Return silently to make the necessary corrections.  This procedure might have to be repeated several times.

An obedience trained dog is rarely a problem barker.  Try joining an obedience club.  A well trained dog is a real pleasure.

Most important, have patience and be consistent.     
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Information regarding the Municipal Noise Bylaw #1090-1981 may be obtained by contacting the Inspection Services Department at 604-820-3727, or in the case of barking dogs and other noisy animals, Mission Animal Control Services at 604-826-4496.








g:\inspect\doclic\howtohandleyourbarkingdog2008


