Special Council

Agenda

Mission

ON THE FRASER 7

The agénda for the Special Meeting of Council to be held in the Conference Room of the

Municipal Hall, 8645 Stave Lake Street, Mission, British Columbia on August 17, 2010 commencing
at 3:30 p.m.

1. CALL TO ORDER
2. TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION

(a) Secondary Suites Presentation / Council Discussion

i.  Report Dated August 17, 2011 — Secondary Suite Policy Page 2
Impiementation

ii. PowerPoint Presentation Page 5

3. ADJOURNMENT



Mission
ON THE FRASER

FILE: ADM.BYL.PRO

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
MEMORANDUM

Land Use

To: Chief Administrative Officer

From: Planner

Date: August 17, 2011 ‘

Subject: Secondary Suite Policy - Implementation

Preamble and Background

The District of Mission, as with other lower mainland municipalities, is faced with an on-going
problem with the proliferation of unauthorized secondary suites. Although unauthorized
secondary suites are not a new problem, recent development applications, enforcement issues,
overall safety and general concern from Council has put the issue of secondary suites to the
forefront. Staff was directed to present a report containing options to provide “a better approach
to deal with existing secondary suites”.

Summary of Proposal

Given the direction from Council and on-going concerns, staff has evaluated all secondary suite
policies and assessed the ramifications of a number of feasible options. Planning Department
and Inspection|Services staff has discussed a number of options for Council’s consideration
that are hlghldhted within the PowerPoint presentation to be given at the Special Council
Meeting to be held on August 17, 2011.

Analysis
Secondary Suite Overview

The BC Building Code stipulates that an approved secondary suite is an additional dwelling unit
having a total floor space of not more than 90m2 in area; having a floor space less than 40% of
the habitable floor space of the building and located within a building of residential occupancy
containing only bne other dwelling unit. The building code requires numerous enhancements to
the residence to ensure the health and life safety of the inhabitants in both the main dwelling
and the secondary suite. These improvements include, fire rated separations between the suite
and dwelling, smoke detection requirements, access, egress, heating systems and ceiling
helght reqmrements

Secondary Suite Benefits

» The OCP identifies a number of policies that support secondary suites as a viable and
importan‘t housing option for the community.

e Suites provide the bulk of Mission’s affordable rental units.

e Suites ofjten provide an independent living arrangement for family members that rely on
family care.

e Many suites provide a mortgage helper for property owners.

. Seconda.jry suite policy is the primary tool used in Mission to ensure market housing
affordability as identified in the Affordable Housing Strategy.

Current Secondary Suite Bylaws and Policies
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The zoning bylaw includes specific zones that allow secondary suites within the principal
dwelling. This restricts secondary suites to specifically zoned properties; whereby, all others are
considered to be in contravention of the zoning bylaw. Development records show that there are
very few properties that have secondary suite zoning with fully approved (authorized) secondary
suites. Only a small number of property owners go through the rezoning and building permit
approval process to create authorized secondary suites. In order to illustrate the level of
noncompliance to the zoning bylaw and the BC building code, district records indicate that over
1,000 properties have been found to have unauthorized secondary suites.

Current policy requires that once found, these properties are charged user fees equivalent to an
additional unit and are advised that they may make application to rezone the property to permit
the secondary suite. The existing policy does not require the owner of the secondary suite to
comply with the zoning or building bylaw. A property owner is only required to pay additional
fees for municipal services once their unauthorized suite has been discovered; consequently,
the policy provides little to no incentive for a property owner to rezone his property or to comply
with the BC Building Code.

Possible Policy Options — For Discussion Purposes Only
Option 1 (Status Quo)

This option would entail that no significant changes would be provided to current secondary
suite policies. Staff would continue current practice of ‘double billing’ for utilities and allow for
unauthorized secondary suites to continue while approving a small number of fully authorized
suites through the rezoning and building permit process.

Option 2 (Fully Compliant with Zoning Bylaw and BC Building Code)

This option entails significant changes to current secondary suite enforcement policies. Staff
would fully enforce zoning bylaw and BC Building Code requirements.

Option 3 (Rezone all single family properties to allow for secondary suites)

This option entalils a zoning bylaw amendment to allow secondary suites as a permitted use in
all single famlly residential zones in the urban area. Although this option allows for secondary
suites to be a permltted use within each residential zone, all property owners would still need to
obtain a building permit to properly achieve BC Building Code compliance.

Option 4 (Suite Iﬁeady/ Basic Life Safety Standards)
New Lots — (created after implementation of policy changes)

All properties zoned to allow secondary suites would be required to: (at the building permitting
stage for new construction only) (1) install a fully functional secondary suite or (2) provide ‘suite
ready’ construction. ‘Suite Ready’ construction requires the builder to install many of the
secondary suite'improvements as per the BC Building Code without installing a complete suite.
If a future homeowner wished to install an authorized secondary suite within a ‘suite ready’ built
home, only SImple improvements would be required to meet current BC Building Code
requirements.

Existing Lots — Minimum Life Safety Requirements

This policy optlon also requires homeowners of older homes with an existing secondary suite, or
found to have ah unauthorized secondary suite to: (1) rezone their property; and (2) meet the
minimum  life safety reqwrements within the BC Building Code. The BC Building code
recognizes that a secondary suite may have been constructed in a building which was in
existence for many years and which may not comply with the current Code requirements. As it
may not be feasible to meet all of the current Code requirements, discretion is used by the
building inspector to determine if the suite meets the minimum life safety requirements. If the
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construction does not meet the minimum which is required by the Code, the suite will need to be
removed or brought up to Code.

Overview of Possible Policy Changes‘

The intent of this Special Council Meeting is to allow dialogue regarding secondary suites to

occur and result in clear direction for staff to initiate finalization of secondary suite policy
modifications.

Erik Wilhelm

Planner
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