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2017 was a significant year for our community as it marked the 125th anniversary of our 

incorporation in 1892. Mission’s 125th Anniversary was a year filled with events and 

celebrations recognizing the strength of our heritage and our culture. Again and again, 

throughout the year, we were honoured and inspired by the energy and commitment of all who 

took part in celebrating Mission. Over 500 volunteers and over 600 artists, artisans and 

performers made it possible for thousands of people from across our community, and the 

region, to come together to explore, honour, and celebrate the past 125 years and beyond. It 

was a truly special year and each and every person who took part deserves our thanks.   

There was, however, a very special group who worked diligently behind the scenes to ensure 

that all of the festivities came off without a hitch.  This team, under the leadership of Stephanie 

Key, our Deputy Director of Parks, Recreation and Culture, designed, developed, and hosted 

the marquee events, and coordinated the efforts of hundreds of volunteers, performers, artists, 

and artisans across the community in honouring and celebrating Mission’s 125th Anniversary.   

The 125th Anniversary Organizing Committee consisted of many remarkable individuals, and we 

would like to thank them as follows: 

 Nancy Arcand - for her creative flair and ongoing commitment to the arts; 

 Remco Bergman - for his dedicated volunteerism and leadership among peers in local 

business; 

 Val Billesberger, our community’s archivist - for her invaluable contributions to 



highlighting the many Mission Moments of our past 125 years and her presence and 

involvement in nearly every single aspect of the anniversary; 

 Kristin Parsons, Jo-Anne Chadwick and Janessa Derksen - for their contributions to the 

marquee events, especially the chili; 

 Jamie Hayes - for her support in rallying historic downtown Mission and hosting a 

Missionfest to remember; 

 Doug Pearson and Jeanne Price - for their work helping connect across generations and 

bringing together Mission’s seniors to reflect and celebrate; 

 Angie Hetlinger - for her energy and commitment, and for engaging the Mission 

Community Foundation in the Anniversary; 

 Afton Schindel, our community librarian -  for her creativity and commitment to involving 

the library in the events; 

 Joanna McBride - for coordinate everything to do with Fraser River Heritage Park and 

Danielle Chard for backing her up and bringing calm creative energy to the events; 

 Michelle Demers-Shaevitz - for continually inspiring with fresh ideas, excellent 

programming and world-class performances to the Folk-fest and beyond; 

 Michael Boronowski - for bringing people together throughout the year to celebrate this 

important milestone; and finally 

 Stephanie Key - for her tireless leadership and attention to detail that made sure each 

and every event was a success. 

Together they formed the 125th Anniversary Organizing Committee, and we are pleased to 

present them with the Special Recognition Award for their work in bringing the anniversary to 

life. 

 

 


