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Community Service Award 

Ernestine O’Rourke, known to her friends as Ernie, is an enthusiastic supporter of the 

Mission Friendship Centre, Mission Connect Events, Stone Soup, and Mission Youth 

House, and is a well-known and much beloved advocate for at-risk youth in Mission. 

Ernie knows firsthand how precarious life can be for young people.  Her own biological 

mother died when she was young.   As the story goes, her adopted mother heard about 

an orphaned child who needed some clothes, stopped by with a donation, and promptly 

fell in love.  Ernie went from being all alone to being her siblings’ most unexpected 

Christmas gift ever.      

Ernie said she learned the importance of getting involved and giving back from her 

mother who used to collect mittens and gloves that Ernie would then hand out to those 

in need.     

As an adult, Ernie spent most of her career working in family law practices and 

witnessed first-hand the positive and negative impacts that 

circumstances can have on children. Her own personal 

history combined with her professional experiences 

have led a now retired Ernie to become extensively 

involved in helping Mission’s most vulnerable 

populations in any way that she can. 

Ernie runs women’s groups, supports the homeless, and 

generally gives generously of her time wherever it is needed within the community.  

She is, however, perhaps best known for her advocacy work on behalf of Mission’s 



youth.  Part of the MY House project from its conception and construction phase, Ernie 

is now known as the “House Mom”.  She is on the MY House Advisory Committee and 

is famous for her Friday night “Family Meals”.  Ernie believes that everyone, especially 

youth, need to feel like they belong and are connected to something bigger than just 

themselves.  She stresses the importance of establishing healthy adult relationships 

and believes that we need to combat the effects of neglect and abandonment in our 

youth.   Ernie does precisely that.  She has helped create a sense of “what home can 

be like” for those who, in many cases, have never experienced it.   When you ask Ernie 

what drives her, she will tell you that she is “all about people, especially youth” and it 

shows.  Mission is a safer, healthier and more welcoming place because of this 

wonderful woman.  


