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The Minutes of the Mission Sustainable Housing Committee meeting held via 
videoconference on Thursday, February 4, 2021 commencing at 3:00 pm. 

Members Present: Judith Ray, Mission Association for Seniors’ Housing, Chair 
Carol Hamilton, Councillor 
Ron Baker, Ministry of Social Development and Poverty Reduction 
Annie Charker, Citizen Representative 
Mike Dickinson, Manager of Long Range Planning and Special Projects 
Kirsten Hargreaves, Manager of Social Development 
Dawn Hein, Mission Association for Community Living 
Gerald Heinrichs, Heinrichs Developments 
Michelle Puffer, Mission Community Services Society 

Members Absent: Fraser Health Authority 
Indigenous Housing Provider 
Mission Hope Central 

Others Present: Theresa Anderson, Mission Friendship Centre 
Julie Bahen, CitySpaces Consulting Ltd. 
Jennifer Breakspear, SARA for Women 
Sharel Isabella, Senior Planner – Policy 
Sandra Johannson, Administrative Assistant 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

The Chair called the meeting to order. 

2. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

Moved and seconded, 
1. That Late Item 4(d) “2021 Census of Population Resources” be added to the agenda 

under New Items; and 
2. That the agenda of the Mission Sustainable Housing Committee meeting held on 

January 7, 2021 be adopted as amended. 
CARRIED 

3. MINUTES FOR APPROVAL 

Moved and seconded,  
That the minutes of the December 3, 2020 meeting of the Mission Sustainable Housing 
Committee be approved. 
CARRIED 



Mission Sustainable Housing Committee Minutes 
February 4, 2021 

File: 01-0540-20 Page 2 of 4 

4. NEW BUSINESS 

(a) Affordable Housing Strategy Introduction 
M. Dickinson introduced Julia Bahen, Lead Project Consultant of CitySpaces 
Consulting Ltd.  CitySpaces has been awarded the contract for the preparation of the 
District’s Affordable Housing Strategy.  Two of the key deliverables include an 
affordable housing discussion paper and the Affordable Housing Strategy and 
implementation plan.  
Committee members provided Ms. Bahen with an introduction and the mandate of the 
organization that each represents. 
K. Hargreaves noted that she has met with Ms. Bahen and was able to review the 
variety of population categories identified in the Housing Needs Assessment.   
The issue of the housing crisis was raised, and discussion ensued. 
Councillor Hamilton advised the Committee that there is an increase in high density 
rental applications that have been received by Development Services, many of which 
are for affordable units.  Different factors have contributed to an increase in the number 
of these types of applications including the introduction of density bonusing, financial 
incentives, and the approval of the new Zoning Bylaw.  

Ms. Bahen left the meeting at 3:37 pm. 
(b) Secondary Suites Program Update 

A report to Council dated February 1, 21021, “Secondary Suites Program Progress 
Update” was provided to the Committee as information. 
S. Isabella provided the Committee with an overview of the program, noting that the 
key concern and focus around this program is public safety.  The program’s guiding 
principles are: 
1. Registration of all secondary suites in the municipality (to allow for proper 

management and enforcement); 
2. Program rules that are easy to comply with (nominal fee, no zoning, etc.); 
3. Suites that meet minimum permitting requirements (parking, service capacity, 

property configuration, etc.); 
4. Consideration of new neighbourhood developments set aside exclusively 

for single-family (no suites allowed as requested by developer/Council or due to 
limited municipal servicing);  

5. Consistent and fair distribution of utility and other municipal servicing and 
infrastructure costs (which could include a corresponding water metering 
program);  

6. Graduated permitting of unauthorized suites (issuance of conditional permits 
aimed to achieve full compliance over time);  

7. No displacement of renters unless deemed absolutely necessary; and  
8. Minimum threshold of life safety and building code compliance (practical and 

reasonable). 
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The next steps will involve extensive planning and work across multiple departments 
which will be preparing their own individual work plan.  All departments will work 
concurrently together.  The completion date is contingent on individual departments’ 
work plans and the resources that will be needed. 

(c) Grand Street Seniors’ Housing Application Form 
MASH’s “Application Form Check List” and “Application Form” for housing at the Grand 
Street Senior’s Housing was provided to the Committee as information.  Applications 
are still being accepted. 

(d)  2021 Census of Population Resources 
An information sheet providing links to population census resources from the Census 
Canada website was provided to the Committee as information.  The next Census of 
Population will take place in May 2021. 

5. ROUND TABLE 

R. Baker reported on some recent changes to provincial COVID-19 financial support, 
including the reduction of the monthly temporary BC Recovery Supplement for Income 
and Disability Assistance from $300 to $150. 
G. Heinrichs explained to the Committee that it is getting progressively more difficult to get 
housing to the market.  Additionally, there are a number of factors that are driving the 
market up, such as a lack of skilled labour, low interest rates, and multiple purchase bids 
on properties. 
M. Puffer reported that it is becoming increasingly difficult to find housing for people with 
children and pets. 
J. Breakspear advised the Committee that SARA for Women has been working to use the 
federal COVID grant monies, as it must be used by the end of March 2021.  Additionally, 
District staff are working with SARA to find a replacement for the Santa Rosa transitional 
housing building at 2nd Avenue and Murray Street, as the building has become dilapidated 
and there are parking issues. 
T. Anderson reported that housing continues to be an issue for people in the community.  
She noted that there are currently no shelters that are run by the Mission Friendship 
Society.  COVID-19 funding is being used to provide food, clothing, and other items to 
those in need. 
K. Hargreaves reported that she is awaiting COVID-19 grant money to go towards housing 
and crisis prevention for individuals that don’t qualify for crisis grants. 

Councillor Hamilton left the meeting at 4:10 pm. 
J. Ray reported that grant money is being used to revamp the units at Welton Towers.  
Additionally, all of the suites at the newly-constructed Boswyk Centre are adaptable.  
Occupation at Boswyk Centre will begin in early May 2021. 

6. NEXT MEETING 

Thursday, March 4, 2021 at 3:00 pm via video conference. 
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6. ADJOURNMENT  

Moved and seconded,  
That the meeting be adjourned. 
CARRIED 
The meeting adjourned at 4:21 pm.  
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