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The Minutes of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee meeting held via  
Conference Call on Tuesday, April 13, 2021 commencing at 7:00 p.m. 

Members Present: Paul Hockridge, Chair 
 Jace Hodgson 
 Mark Klassen 
   Laura McKinley 
 Luca Paniccia  
 Ryan Schwartz 
 James Taylor 
 Stefany Tunshell 
 Laura Wilson 
 
Members Absent: Nancy Arcand 
 Ken Herar, Councillor 
 Ed Hodson 
 Dan Schubert 
  
Others Present: Kirsten Hargreaves, Manager of Social Development 
 Rachel Kleindienst, Booking Clerk 
 Maureen Sinclair, Director of Parks, Recreation and Culture 
   

1. CALL TO ORDER 

The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
  
2. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 Moved by L. McKinley and seconded by S. Tunshell, 
 That the agenda of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee meeting held on April 

13, 2021 be approved as circulated. 
 CARRIED 
 
3. MINUTES FOR APPROVAL 

 Moved by J. Taylor and seconded by R. Schwartz, 
 That the minutes of the March 9, 2021 meeting of the Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Committee be approved. 

 CARRIED 
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4. PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION – K. HARGREAVES, MANAGER OF SOCIAL 
 DEVELOPMENT 
 

K. Hargreaves shared a PowerPoint presentation with the Committee outlining her role as 
Manager of Social Development for the District of Mission over the past 12 years. 
The District of Mission envisions and structures the role of Social Development differently 
than other communities. The Social Development Manager is the liaison to all levels of 
Government, the Health Authority, the School District, the RCMP as well as residents, 
students and volunteers. 
A primary goal is to ensure the citizens of Mission have the ability to be healthy and happy 
in the community. Factors looked at to help achieve this goal are; income, employment, 
health and social services, education, food and housing. 
 
There are six core working groups that the Manger of Social Development is involved with: 
 

1) Mission Outreach Support Team (MOST), 
2) Mission Active Support Team (MAST), 
3) Sustainable Housing Committee, 
4) Child and Youth Committee, 
5) Food Security Coalition, and 
6) Integrated Task Force. 

 
  1) MOST 

 This team was formed in 2015 and is comprised of front-line workers (RCMP, Mental 
Health, Fire Dept, By-laws) who frequently interface with a population facing multiple 
barriers. The team conducts weekly walk-abouts to homeless camps, tracks outreach 
data, monitors street level issues and patterns as well as monitoring funding 
opportunities. MOST is also responsible for coordinating the Connect Events twice a 
year. 

 
 2) MAST 

  MAST is a trained team that follows a strict four-filter process that grew from increasing 
awareness that the majority of calls to police were not criminal matters but rather people 
experiencing unmet social needs. This team deals only with persons believed to be in 
“acutely elevated risk” of harming themselves or others within 24-48 hours. The team 
meets every two weeks. 
 
3) Sustainable Housing Committee 
This committee was formed in 2017 and has the purpose of addressing the critical 
affordable housing shortage in Mission. The Committee works with BC Housing to attract 
developers to build affordable units and improve internal planning policy and incentives. 
In May 2020 the first Housing Needs Study was completed and is available on the DOM 
website. 2021 moves the Committee into a strategy phase of how to build “affordable 
builds”. 
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4) Child and Youth Committee 
The Child and Youth Committee is comprised of service agencies, the child and youth 
community, professionals and concerned citizens that collaborate, strategize and share 
resources to improve the lives of struggling children, youth and families in Mission. 
Priorities for this Committee are addressing the 9-month waitlist for access to the free 
provincial service of mental health support as well as providing safe schools by 
addressing violence and bullying. 
 
5) Food Security Coalition 
The list of problems addressed by this group includes; increasing cost of food, increased 
demand at the food bank, and more children coming to school hungry. Solutions include; 
implementing breakfast programs at more elementary schools, increasing weekend 
backpack programs for low income families and accessing grants for compost and seeds 
for community gardens to help stock the food bank. 
 
6) Integrated Task Force 
This task force is comprised of representatives from agencies such as; RCMP, Fire, 
Public Works, By-laws and Social Development. The team collaboratively deals with 
problem houses that present issues such as; noise, litter, hoarding and infestations. 
Fraser Health is contacted if the Manager of Social Development deems they need to 
step in. 

 
 The Manager of Social Development is also involved in Federal, Provincial and Regional  

initiatives which include: 

• Reaching Home Grant (COVID support) – Federal, 
• Basic Needs – providing personal hygiene items – Federal, 
• Mission Youth House – expand youth worker hours – Federal funding, 
• Poverty Reduction Strategy Grant – Provincial, 
• Housing Assistance Funds and Shelter Diversion – Regional, 
• Food Security – Regional, and 
• Hygiene Assistance and Support – Regional. 

 
A major focus in the next year, as the world emerges from the pandemic, is expected to 
be “How to Build Resiliency in a Community”. 
 
 

5. BUSINESS ARISING 
 
 (a)   Facility Re-Opening Status and Challenges 
  

M. Sinclair updated the Committee on the impact the March 31, 2021 Provincial Health 
Order (PHO) has on the operation of the Leisure Centre. The current PHO restricts all 
adult group activity. All drop-in fitness classes for land and water have been cancelled. 
Adults are also required to now wear masks full time while exercising in the weight room. 
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This requirement creates issues for staff and puts staff at risk if patrons refuse to follow 
the rules. Youth sports are still allowed to have drills and skills practices only. Outdoor 
sports such as; tennis, soccer, softball and baseball are planning to start in mid to late 
April. Box Lacrosse and spring hockey sessions are running April through June. 
Staff have expressed concern over the use of the outdoor sport courts i.e. close contact 
basketball games being played. 
Discussion ensued and the suggestion was made to add extra signage at the outdoor 
venues reminding people to socially distance and wear masks as well as add extra By-
law patrols of problem areas. Closing outdoor spaces is counter-productive to providing 
healthy opportunities for the community. 

 
(b)   Senior’s Centre Project Update 

 M. Sinclair updated the Committee on the progress of the Seniors’ Centre. The 
contractor is vacating the site the week of April 19, 2021, which is on schedule. The 
project is not over budget and completed on time. Any deficiencies in the residential 
units have been dealt with. The main floor walk through for deficiencies will take place 
between April 19 – 23, 2021. Mission Association for Senior’s Housing has been given 
permission to move in starting May 15, 2021 for the residential units. 

 M. Sinclair reported that Council has approved the Youth Centre project, which will see 
the Activity Centre on 10th and Taulbut be converted into a full-time Youth Centre. The 
Committee was also updated on the status of a vaccination site being held at the Leisure 
Centre. Staff had originally offered the use of the North Arena Dry Floor as a vaccination 
site due to its ease of entry and exits points but after meeting with members of Mission 
Minor Lacrosse Association and working through the logistics of lacrosse not being able 
to move to school gyms for practices the decision was made to move forward with 
lacrosse using the North Arena and offering the Activity Centre as a drive-through 
vaccination site. Fraser Health has not contacted the Leisure Centre with dates required 
for use of the space. 

 
 Discussion ensued and the Committee discussed the benefit of having input from youth 
 to make sure the new Youth Centre appeals to all youth in the community. 
 
 Moved by L. Paniccia and seconded by L. Wilson, 
 

  1. That the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee support the concept of creating a   
                 Youth Advisory Council; and 
  
 2. That the Parks, Recreation and Culture staff be asked to review how this could be   
      implemented and provide a follow-up report. 
 
 
 CARRIED 
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6. NEW BUSINESS 
 
 (a)   Selection of Chair and Vice-Chair 

The Committee was asked if they prefer to form a Striking Committee or to submit 
individual intention to be nominated for Chair or Vice-Chair. Consensus was that any 
member interested in being Chair or Vice-Chair will submit their written request to the 
Director of Parks, Recreation and Culture. 
 
(b)   Community Proposal - Pollinator Gardens 
The Committee reviewed a letter submitted by a resident requesting the creation of 
Pollinator Gardens in Mission. The resident is interested in participating in the David 
Suzuki Foundation’s Butterflyway Project.  The project has proven successful in other 
communities such as; Vancouver, Richmond and Victoria. 
The Committee discussed the positive effects of installing pollinator gardens in the right 
locations with plants that are native and appropriate for our area. Upkeep of these gardens 
would require volunteer time from the community as staff are already at capacity. Once 
gardens are established on-going upkeep is a concern. 
 
Moved by J. Taylor and seconded by J. Hodgson, 
That the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee support the concept of establishing 
pollinator gardens in appropriate greenspaces with a focus on plants native to the region. 
CARRIED 
 
 (c)   Joint Email Address 
M. Sinclair announced that a shared email address has been created for community 
members to submit questions and concerns to the Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Committee. These submissions will be managed by Staff and then forwarded to the Chair 
and Vice-Chair for response. 
 

7. COMMUNITY ISSUES/CONCERNS 
 (a)   Dog Parks 
 L. Paniccia shared with the Committee a post on the Mission Neighbours Facebook page 

that expressed concern on the lack of dog park space and availability of dog waste bags 
in the community. 

 M. Sinclair shared with the Committee the decision made in 2016 that due to the high cost, 
the municipality would no longer supply dog waste bags. A proposal for a second dog park 
adjacent to Mission Raceway was also suggested at the time by Staff but has been 
delayed due to the sewer pipe project between Mission and Abbotsford. 

 The Committee felt that there were sufficient issues requiring discussion and the matter 
 should be added to a future agenda. 
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 (b)   Environmental Areas and Park Dedications 

 J. Taylor asked if an item related to environmentally sensitive areas (ESA’s) and the need 
 for dedicated parks could be added to a future agenda. 

 
8. NEXT MEETING 
 May 11, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. via Conference Call. 
 
9. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Moved by S. Tunshell and seconded by L. McKinley, 

 
That the meeting of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee be adjourned. 
 
CARRIED 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
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