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The Minutes of the Mission Sustainable Housing Committee meeting held via 
videoconference on Thursday, May 6, 2021 commencing at 3:00 pm. 

Members Present: Judith Ray, Mission Association for Seniors’ Housing, Chair 
Carol Hamilton, Councillor 
Annie Charker, Citizen Representative 
Mike Dickinson, Manager of Long Range Planning and Special Projects 
Kirsten Hargreaves, Manager of Social Development 
Dawn Hein, Mission Association for Community Living 
Gerald Heinrichs, Heinrichs Developments 
Theresa Anderson, Mission Friendship Centre 

Members Absent: Connelle Styles, Ministry of Social Development and Poverty Reduction 
Michelle Puffer, Mission Community Services Society 
Fraser Health Authority 
Mission Hope Central 

Others Present: Jennifer Breakspear, SARA for Women 
Sandra Horvath, Administrative Assistant 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

The Chair called the meeting to order. 

2. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

Moved and seconded,  
(a) That the following items be added to this agenda under “New Business”: 

4 (b) DLC Update 
4 (c) Development Project Update 

That the May 6, 2021 Mission Sustainable Housing Committee agenda be approved as 
amended. 
CARRIED 

3. MINUTES FOR APPROVAL 

Moved and seconded,  
That the minutes of the April 1, 2021 meeting of the Mission Sustainable Housing 
Committee be approved. 
CARRIED 
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4. NEW BUSINESS 

(a) Affordable Housing Strategy Follow-Up Discussion 
M. Dickinson advised the Committee that the draft Affordable Housing Strategy is 
anticipated to be ready by mid-June.  There were no further comments. 

(b) DLC Update 
In April, the Development Liaison Committee (DLC) had an Affordable Housing 
Strategy Workshop to discuss policy options pertaining to the development 
community.  Specific policies discussed were: 

• Density Bonus Policy 
The DLC discussed how to integrate affordable housing with a density bonus 
provision as well as what timelines and tenure for housing agreements should 
be, either for the life of the building, or for a shorter period.  There was no 
consensus. 

• Secured Market Rental Policy 
Some of challenges raised by the DLC were into regard to affordable rental 
condominiums.   
The MSHC discussed marketing concerns and how both the development and 
municipal sectors have work to do on this.  

• Community Amenity Contribution Policy 
It was expressed that CACs represent a duplication of costs and steps in the 
development process.  BC legislation has gaps that force municipalities to use 
CACs to pay for community amenities. Another approach is needed.  The 
Province should consider a similar approach as Ontario, where payments for 
community amenities are incorporated within Development Cost Charges 
(DCCs).  This could provide greater clarity and help streamline processing.   

The DLC discussed current challenges with these policies, as well as opportunities 
with new policy options.  They discussed how these policies are working, and what 
type of revisions would be needed.  The DLC expressed concerns regarding the time 
it takes to process development applications and would like to see the process 
streamlined, as this would also contribute to greater certainty in developing affordable 
housing units.  There was agreement that increasing the supply (product) of rental and 
affordable rental accommodation would help in achieving greater housing affordability. 

(c) Development Project Updates 
• Parr Local Area Plan (PLAP) 

Staff will soon be presenting a draft of the PLAP to Council.  Following this, it 
will be presented to stakeholders and the public for feedback, then it will be 
presented for bylaw readings.   

• Waterfront Development 
By the middle of May, the engagement process for the Revitalization 
Masterplan work will begin.  O2, a Calgary-based company, has been engaged 
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by the District for this work.  Affordable housing and linkage between the 
Waterfront and Downtown are essential. 

• Employment Lands 
The Planning Division and Economic Development are looking at employment 
lands in the District to attract businesses and create jobs.   

• Southwest Mission 
Staff will be communicating with the development community regarding 
providing affordable housing in this area. 

5. ROUNDTABLE 

J. Breakspear reported that the newly-constructed building in Abbotsford will provide some 
affordable housing relief, although a purpose-built women-only centre in Abbotsford is still 
needed. Within Mission, options are being considered for the Santa Rosa replacement.  
T. Anderson reported that COVID-19 vaccination clinics are being held twice a week at 
the Mission Friendship Centre during May.  The Centre is looking for ways to support the 
need for shelters and very low-income housing. 
D. Hein explained to the Committee that more support than ever is needed, as the demand 
for services is on the rise and many people and families are not thriving.  There is very 
little housing available.  Additionally, MACL is getting pressure for staffed residential youth 
homes.   
G. Heinrichs explained that with different sectors of people aiming for common goals, 
education is needed.  This will help to bring communities together.  By firstly accomplishing 
goals that are the “low growing fruit”, there will be success.  
C. Hamilton reported that at the May 17 Regular Meeting of Council, it is anticipated that 
there will be motion put forward for staff to report back to Council on tiny homes. 
J. Ray reported that the new Boswyk Centre for seniors’ housing is getting ready to move 
residents in.  One of the vacant units is going to be staged to showcase how the space 
can be effectively used, as the units are all required to be adaptable. 
M. Dickinson reported that staff are working with CitySpaces to complete the discussion 
paper and the draft Affordable Housing Strategy.  The draft Affordable Housing Strategy 
will not be completed until the end of June. 

6. NEXT MEETING 

Thursday, June 3, 2021 at 3:00 pm via video conference. 

7. ADJOURNMENT  

Moved and seconded,  
That the meeting be adjourned. 
CARRIED 
The meeting adjourned at 4:02 pm.  
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