
Jim Taylor 

 

2022 Lifetime Achievement Award 
 

Jim Taylor is a retired School District 75 teacher who has spent his life 

educating students, politicians and the community at large about the 

importance of environmental stewardship and habitat preservation and 

restoration.  He is a hands-on volunteer who has been advocating for and 

leading change in our community for over 40 years.  

In the 1980s, when Jim was a teacher at Silverdale Elementary School, he 

began integrating his passion for lifelong learning and environmental 

stewardship by developing activities that highlighted the importance of habitat 

protection and salmonid preservation and production. This quickly developed 

into a significant extra-curricular program that captured the attention of students 



and their parents alike and led to the creation of the Stave Valley Salmonid 

Enhancement Society of which Jim was a founding member.  Ultimately, Jim 

was selected to teach an environmental program at the secondary school level 

which was designed to engage students who were not finding success within 

the regular education system.   He then served as a Special Education teacher 

and as the Energy Manager for the School District before retiring in 2011.  After 

his retirement, Jim served 2 terms as a School Trustee and remained a strong 

and steadfast voice for environmental policy within School District 75.   

Through his work with the Stave Valley Salmonid Enhancement Society, which 

continues to this day, Jim has been a leader in environmental education, 

salmonid preservation and production, riparian 

planting and restoration work, habitat 

protection, invasive species work, endangered 

species protection, and other related activities.   

He has worked with Ducks Unlimited Canada, 

the City of Mission, the federal and provincial 

governments, the Fraser Valley Watershed 

Coalition, Fraser Valley Conservancy, local 

businesses, and a variety of educational institutions to attract habitat 

compensation investment from a wide range of groups, most notably from the 

Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure.  



In 2005, the Society assisted Ducks Unlimited and the City of Mission in 

acquiring 112 acres of sensitive habitat 

which is now referred to as the Silverdale 

Creek Wetlands.  In 2014, the Society 

encouraged Ducks Unlimited to purchase 

and protect another 40 acres of wetlands 

south of Silvermere Lake.  These wetlands are an invaluable community and 

regional resource and serve to protect not just salmonids but a great many other 

species as well.   

As if all of this were not enough, Jim is also a member of the City of Mission’s 

Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee and was, for many years, one of our 

hardworking Rotarians.  

Jim says that everything that he does on behalf of the environment and the 

community tends to fit together and doesn’t actually feel like volunteering.  From 

his perspective, it is all recreation.  He gets to do what he loves, in the company 

of people he admires, and has built a good life for himself in the process.   

Before being presented with his award, Jim wanted to take a moment this 

evening to recognize the many community volunteers who have worked by his 

side over the years - in particular, Philip Little, who lost his battle with cancer 

and passed away on March 11, 2021.  Born in Mission, Philip spent a lifetime 

defending the area’s natural environment and he is sorely missed.  



In recognition of everything that Jim Taylor has done to ensure a brighter, 

more sustainable future for us all, Councillor Plecas will present him with his 

well-deserved 2022 Lifetime Achievement Award.  

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 
April 26, 2022.) 

 



BC Custom Car Association  

& Mission Raceway Park 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

The BC Custom Car Association is generally believed to be the oldest existing 

rod and custom car club in Canada.  Established in the 1950s by hot rod 

enthusiasts in response to concerns over street racing, the club officially 

became a registered not-for-profit association in 1952.  They were the hosts of 

Canada’s first Rod and Custom Car Show, which eventually became known as 

the Pacific International Motorama, and held the first organized drag racing 

events in the country at Abbotsford airport.  The Club’s founders were 

visionaries who wanted to create a home for motorsports 

in BC and they eventually found what they were looking 

for here in our community.  The BC Custom Car 

Association is the owner and operator of Mission 

Raceway Park, having purchased their first parcel of land on Mission Flats in 



1959.  They have been at their current location for the past 30 years.    

Mission Raceway Park is an internationally known, outstanding facility that is 

home to all facets of racing from jet dragsters to hot rods and sports cars.  One 

only has to check out the events calendar on their website to confirm that they 

are, as stated, the “home of affordable weekly motorsports events for 

everyone”.  Mission Raceway Park has been drawing tourists and car and 

racing enthusiasts to our community for decades. 

The BC Custom Car Association and Mission Raceway Park have also been 

working in support of the community for just as long.  They fundraise for good 

causes, donate to the St. Joseph’s food bank on a 

regular basis, host free Friday night street legal races 

for residents, and rent out their site at low or no cost for 

a large variety of community events.  They are deeply 

involved in Mission and deeply invested in its people.  Tonight, we recognize 

both their contributions and the exemplary way that they have helped to support 

and shape our community.   

It is with great pleasure that Councillor Gill will now present representatives 

from the BC Custom Car Association and Mission Raceway Park with their 

2022 Lifetime Achievement Award.  

 
(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 
April 26, 2022.) 



Bill and Linda Golightly 

 

Community Service Award 

Bill and Linda Golightly have been volunteering on behalf of the Mission branch 

of the Special Olympics for almost 20 years.  Their granddaughters, Mylynda 

Rusch and Amanda Peebles, are both Special Olympic athletes and, in the 

beginning, Bill and Linda started volunteering as a way to support the girls.  

Over the years, however, they have become fixtures in the Special Olympics 

community, serving in a variety of capacities, whenever and however they are 

needed.  In addition to their enduring role as enthusiastic cheerleaders, Linda 

served as the organization’s Coordinator and Bill as its Equipment Manager.  

They have travelled to events, both regionally and nationally, and, in order to 

ensure that no one is left behind, they put special insurance on their vehicle so 



that they could drive athletes to practice and competitions.   

In addition to their work with Mission Special Olympics, Bill and Linda 

volunteered with the Mission Association 

for Community Living for over a decade 

and are also known, far and wide, for their 

tireless efforts and enthusiastic support of 

the Fraser River Heritage Park 

community event parking program. For 

many years, you could not attend a major event in Mission’s signature park 

without being guided to safe and convenient parking by the Golightlys and their 

trusty and energetic team of Special Olympic athletes and volunteers.  From 

June to September, rain or shine, they oversaw event parking twice a week for 

the ever-popular Twilight Concert series. They also brought order out of chaos 

year-round for countless other large-scale events in the park, including Canada 

Day and the Children’s Festival.  With 60 percent of the funds raised through 

the parking program going to the Mission branch of the Special Olympics, Bill 

and Linda Golightly were an integral part of that organization’s fundraising 

efforts.   

Bill and Linda are volunteers who truly serve from the heart.  They are kind, 

compassionate, supportive and hardworking.  They are also quick to sing the 

praises of the Special Olympics organization, its athletes and volunteers, and 



the City of Mission.  In fact, Linda emphatically states that, “Mission people are 

the best people” and says that it brings her and her husband Bill great joy to be 

part of the community and part of an organization that is as wonderful as 

Mission Special Olympics.   

It is with great pleasure that Councillor Davies will now present Bill and Linda 

Golightly with their well-deserved 2022 Community Service Award.  

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 
April 26, 2022.) 
 

 
 
 



Mission District Historical Society 

 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

The Mission District Historical Society provides leadership in the areas of 

historic preservation, historical and cultural education, and community 

initiatives by offering a wide range of programs and educational opportunities 

that foster an appreciation for local heritage.  The Society has been in operation 

for the past 50 years and offers its services to the community through the 

operation of its three branches: Mission Museum, Mission Community 

Archives, and Heritage Places. 

The Mission Museum was established in 1972 and preserves thousands of 

artifacts that would otherwise be lost to the community and to posterity.  There 

are new exhibits each year, which showcase Mission’s past, increase historical 

awareness and foster community pride.  The museum also provides historical 

education and makes history accessible online through the Mission Museum 



website, the Virtual Museum of Canada’s Community Memories, and social 

media. 

Mission Community Archives was established in 1989 and houses vivid, first-

hand accounts of the region’s recent past.  With documents dating from the 

1890’s to the present, the collection provides the basis for a better 

understanding of who we were, who we are, and, if we are open to the lessons 

it holds, who we can be as a community.  Through its innovative acquisition 

strategies, including the School Archives Program, the Paths and Pathfinders: 

Women of Mission Program, and its Outreach Programs, the Archives is 

continually expanding its holdings in order to preserve and make accessible a 

more representative record of the community.   



The Heritage Places Branch was established in 1994 and performs research 

that is used to create an inventory of Heritage Resources which celebrates 

Mission’s rich history and its diversity.   

Over the past 50 years, Mission District Historical Society has relied heavily on 

the commitment, enthusiasm and talents of its hardworking and dedicated 

volunteers - from the good men and women who have served on its board to 

the students, retirees and working folks who show up week after week to do 

research, assist the public, and catalogue documents and artifacts behind the 

scenes.  It is these individuals who have made the Society what it is today – a 

vibrant, successful, innovative organization that preserves our past, celebrates 

our present, and inspires our future. 

It is with a profound sense of gratitude that Councillor Herar will now present 

the Mission District Historical Society’s Board Chair, Mike Scudder, this well-

deserved 2022 Lifetime Achievement Award.  

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 

April 26, 2022.) 

 



 

Jeff MacAulay 

 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

Jeff MacAulay is a longtime Mission resident who has been serving in the 

community for over three decades. His wife, Judy, teaches at Hatzic 

Elementary School and his children grew up playing sports here.  Over the 

years, he has dedicated countless hours coaching and volunteering, as 

needed, in support of his family and his community.  He has, among other 

things, coached hockey, soccer, basketball, floor hockey, helped out with track 

meets, and was on the swim club executive board.  He was also one of the 

founding members of the Mission Sports Council and was on the committee 

that consulted with the City regarding the turf field project.  Jeff was a longtime 

member of the Mission Minor Lacrosse Executive Board, serving as both its 



President and Vice President.  At various times, he also volunteered as a 

coach, head coach, referee, head referee, and as the “equipment guy”. 

Jeff continues to coach elementary school basketball, helps out every day with 

the breakfast club program at Hatzic Elementary, and is 

happy to assist at the school in whatever capacity is required. 

He is still active in the Lacrosse community at the Provincial 

Level, serving as a member of both the BC Lacrosse 

Association and the Lower Mainland Minor Lacrosse 

Commission.  Jeff is an advocate for coaching development 

and for policies that “grow the game” both locally and at a regional level.   

Jeff is a big believer in the importance of volunteers to a community.  He says 

that every community needs volunteers to thrive and that, through volunteering, 

he has met amazing people, had the opportunity to get to know his children’s 

friends, and has built a wonderful life for himself here in Mission.  As Jeff puts 

it, he has never regretted the time that he has spent helping out and he can’t 

see himself ever stopping. 

We are grateful for Jeff’s dedication to others and to this community.  Mayor 

Horn will now present Jeff with his 2022 Lifetime Achievement Award. 

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 
April 26, 2022.) 



 

Mission All Together for Healthcare (MATH) Society 

 

Special Accomplishment Award 

The Mission All Together for Healthcare Society, commonly known as MATH, 

is a non-profit society that supports a community-based model of healthcare 

that serves the residents of Mission and its surrounding areas, competently and 

efficiently. 

MATH was formed by members of the community, following the unexpected 

death of Sandra Selvaraja at Mission Memorial Hospital in May of 

2018.  Sandra was a local and well-loved nurse and her death demonstrated 

the need to improve Mission’s access to high quality healthcare.  Her husband, 



Ken Selvaraja, initially brought the group together to discuss the needs of the 

community and how best to bring about positive change within our healthcare 

system.  It was quickly recognized that more citizen engagement and public 

input is required when it comes to priority setting and long-term planning for the 

healthcare system and in determining the unique needs of the community.  To 

this end, MATH formed as a society and began working collaboratively with the 

powers that be to bring about positive and lasting change for the betterment of 

us all.  

MATH’s focus is on making an impact.  It is comprised of people who have 

experience in, and knowledge of, various aspects of both the healthcare system 

and the community.  Because of this, it is ideally equipped to work within the 

existing system while also representing the community as a whole.  MATH’s 

approach is practical, solution-driven, and based on cooperation, 

communication and coordination with provincial and local governments, the 

community and the healthcare system.  It is a driving force for excellence and 

innovation.  

 



In December 2021, the Province of British Columbia announced that Mission 

Memorial Hospital will be getting a CT scanner.  This is a major milestone for 

our community as MMH is currently the only hospital west of Hope in the Lower 

Mainland that is not equipped with an on-site CT scanner. Without this critical 

piece of equipment, it takes precious time for our residents to travel to 

Abbotsford for their urgently needed emergency CT scans.      

MATH’s leadership played a key role in making this 

happen.  They developed partnerships with local 

doctors, Fraser Health, and the Fraser Valley 

Healthcare Foundation, and went to the Province as 

a well-prepared and organized team.  When they 

were told that there was no money in the budget for the necessary feasibility 

study, they said, “Okay, not a problem.  We will fundraise the $70,000 for that.  

What else is needed?”  Essentially, they found ways to remove the barriers to 

change and, in doing so, ultimately inspired the Province to bring much-needed 

capital dollars to the project.  The MATH Society members continue to 

fundraise and they have already reached the $1 million dollars that they 

planned to raise in support of this initiative.   

MATH’s advocacy and leadership is helping shape the future of healthcare in 

our region and we are truly grateful for their professionalism and tireless efforts 

on behalf of the community.   



It is with great pleasure that Councillor Plecas will now present the Mission All 

Together for Healthcare Society’s representatives with this well-deserved 2022 

Special Accomplishment Award. 

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 
April 26, 2022.) 
 

 
 

 



 
 

Rotary Club of Mission and Rotary Club of Mission Mid-Day 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

The Rotary Club of Mission and the Rotary Club of Mission Mid-Day have been 

a force for positive change in our community for decades.  The Rotary Club of 

Mission, which meets in the morning, has been in operation for the past 75 

years.  The Rotary Club of Mission Mid-Day was formed in the early 2000s in 

recognition of the fact that a day-time meeting worked better for some 

Rotarians.  While they are two separate clubs, they have, over the years, 

shared members and are united in their purpose and commitment to making 



Mission, and the world as a whole, a better place through hands-on community 

service.   

Rotarians are practical people whose pragmatic, boots on the ground approach 

has made a tremendous difference in the lives of others.   If we were to list all 

of the projects that these two clubs have initiated and / or supported over the 

years, we would quickly run out of time this evening.   The simple fact is that, 

wherever you see a group of people coming together in a spirit of service for 

the betterment of the community, you are likely to find at least one member of 

the Rotary Club of Mission or the Rotary Club of Mission Mid-Day.  To give you 

an idea, here are just a few of the initiatives that they have led, provided funding 

for, and / or supported in the form of practical hands-on volunteerism: 

• Camp Jubilee; 

• Kids Sports Golf; 

• St. Joseph’s food bank; 

• Mission Youth House; 

• the Starfish Backpack Food Program; 

• buddy benches for Mission Schools; 

• scholarships for Mission students; 

• the Hope Central meals program; 

• the Christmas Parade, Carol Festival and Festival of Trees; 

• Silverdale Creek Wetlands; 



• Emma’s Acres; 

• Rotary Sports Park; 

• Rotary Health Centre; 

• the Rotary Room at the Mission Hospice; 

• the Rotary Room at the Mission Library; 

• the Rotary Media Room in the Boswyk Seniors Activity Centre; and 

• the mobile community stage at Fraser River Heritage Park. 

They have also provided support for flood victims, participated in environmental 

and neighbourhood clean-up efforts, and have generally turned up at a variety 

of community events over the past 7 ½ decades, ready to lend a helping hand 

wherever and whenever it is needed.   

In addition to the exemplary volunteer work that they do 

locally, both the Rotary Club of Mission and the Rotary 

Club of Mission Mid-Day have a passion for international 

service.  Through fundraising and direct volunteerism, they have made a 

significant difference in the lives of others. Among other things, they have 

participated in international dental missions, funded wheelchairs, computers, 

books, and other donations to Third World countries; and have supported clean 

water projects and polio eradication efforts.   

The Rotary Club of Mission and the Rotary Club of Mission Mid-Day represent 

a fellowship of like-minded individuals who are united by one common purpose:  



to make a practical difference in the lives of others.   They have certainly done 

that in our community and we will be forever grateful for their service and 

commitment.   

Before Councillor Gill presents Jonathon McIntyre, President of Rotary Club of 

Mission, and Brad Reminek, President of the Rotary Club of Mission Mid-Day 

with this well-deserved 2022 Lifetime Achievement Award, we would ask all of 

the Rotary members in the audience here this evening to stand up for a round 

of applause. 

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 
April 26, 2022.) 
 

 

 

 



Judith Pellerin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crime Prevention & Safety Award 

Judith Pellerin works for the Fraser Health Authority as a Public Health Nurse 

Supporting Overdose Response in both Mission and Abbotsford.  She is also 

the Co-Chair of the Mission Overdose Community Action Team (commonly 

known as MOCAT) whose mandate is to bring together various stakeholders to 

support and facilitate local partnerships, coordinate programs and services, 

address gaps, and plan for a collaborative, caring, creative community 

response to the overdose health emergency.  MOCAT’s goal is ultimately to 

combat the toxic drug supply and to prevent drug overdoses and drug-related 

deaths.  Through her job with Fraser Health, Judith has become a tremendous 

advocate for safety in Mission as it pertains to the opioid crisis and she is a 

tireless voice for change within our community.   



Judith’s commitment to reducing barriers and improving access to services and 

information goes well beyond the requirements of her job.  She is one of those 

rare people whose career is closely aligned 

with her personal priorities and passions.  She 

believes in promoting mental health and 

wellness and in breaking down the stigma 

surrounding addiction, drug use and the 

impacts of childhood trauma.  Judith says that 

the stigma associated with substance use is 

killing people because they are afraid to come forward and get the help that 

they need.  She would like to see everyone accepted, where and as they are, 

without judgement, because really, how can any of us judge another’s journey 

when we have not walked it ourselves?   

Judith is known as kind, professional, accessible and dedicated.  She has 

participated in community dialogues on substance use and has spoken 

extensively with middle school students about this issue and the overdose 

crisis.  She has helped apply for funding for naloxone kits for rural areas that 

are not well serviced by BC Ambulance and has volunteered at an awareness 

booth at the Mission Farmer’s Market and at overdose awareness events in the 

Fraser Valley Regional District.    

While Judith does not live in Mission, she says that she loves this community 



and considers it her home.  She says that Mission is, in many ways, quite 

unique because everyone is eager to come together, collaborate and work 

cooperatively to find solutions.  She finds it encouraging and is inspired by the 

people she works with, in the health care and social services fields and in the 

community at large.    

We, in turn, are inspired by her passion and dedication and the exemplary way 

in which she strives to help and support others. 

It is with great pleasure that Councillor Crawford will now present Judith with 

her well-deserved 2022 Crime Prevention & Community Safety Award. 

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 
April 26, 2022.) 
 

 

 



 

Mission Skating Club 

2022 Sports Volunteer of the Year Award 

The Mission Skating Club is a non-profit, volunteer organization that provides 

skating programs for people of all ages, but with a particular focus on those 

between the ages of 3 and 18.  Established in 1972, it has approximately 300 

members, if you include private figure skaters, Star Skaters, and Adults, in 

addition to members of the Special O, CanPower, and CanSkate programs.  All 

members of the Club give back in a volunteering capacity throughout each 

registration season but there are 15 positions on the volunteer Executive Board 

which, in these busy and challenging times, are currently being manned by a 



hardworking crew of 8.   Throughout the course of the season, these are the 

people who attend regular monthly executive meetings and do the following: 

• undertake policy work; 

• hire coaches; 

• reserve ice time and create ice schedules for the season;   

• maintain the registration platform and website; 

• advertise, liaise with local media outlets, and maintain a social media 

presence;   

• oversee registration for programs and coordinate assessment and test 

days for the skaters; 

• organize and host the annual club awards ceremony, the annual ice show 

gala, and the Annual General Meeting; and 

• coordinate all of the Club’s fundraising initiatives.  

In addition to its hardworking Executive Board, the Club is also fortunate to 

have a whole host of skaters who are willing to serve as Program Assistants.  

This is critical to the success of the Club as these volunteers help the paid 

coaches in their work with entry-level skaters.     

During the pandemic, the Mission Skating Club, like many other organizations, 

found itself scrambling to adapt to a new way of doing things.  They initially 

found themselves in the unenviable position of having to cancel their 2020  



annual ice show gala just one day before it was scheduled to take place.  This 

resulted in the loss of hundreds of practice hours, as well as the money for 

costumes, decorations, raffle items, etcetera.  Despite this early setback, the 

Club and its Executive Board rallied and have demonstrated incredible 

flexibility, resiliency and creativity in order 

to continue providing quality skating 

programs for the community.  They went 

virtual with their assessment and test days, 

adapted and filmed the gala so it could be 

viewed online, and held virtual and 

pandemic-safe fundraising events. They 

also created and maintained a Return to 

Play document as required by Public Health for all sporting organizations. 

Despite the difficulties and the extra work involved, the Mission Skating Club 

pulled together and, like the tight-knit family of skating enthusiasts that they are, 

found a way to thrive in the midst of the challenge. 

On behalf of the City of Mission, Councillor Hamilton will now present 

representatives from the Mission Skating Club with the 2022 Sports Volunteer 

of the Year Award.  

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 
April 26, 2022.) 
 



 
 

Liz Ellis 

 

Community Service Award 

Liz Ellis is a remarkable woman with an indomitable spirit and a servant’s heart.  

She first came to Mission in 1973 and, as a young mother of two sons, began 

volunteering with Mission Minor Hockey, Mission Minor Baseball and the 

Marlins Swim Club.  She left us for a time in the late 80s but returned in 1996 

and has been quietly giving of her time and talents to the betterment of all for 

the past 26 years.  In addition to being the sort of friend who always lends a 

helping hand, Liz has volunteered with numerous organizations over the years, 

including the Arthritis Society, Mission Heritage Association, Communities in 



Bloom, Mission Arts Council, the Crime Prevention Office, Mission Lifetime 

Learning, Mission Community Services Society, 3 Crows Productions, and 

Mission Community Foundation.   

Most recently, Liz has begun helping out at Hope Central which she strongly 

encourages people to do because, in her words, “taking the time to help others 

in this way is a humbling experience that promotes 

community, connection and communication and serves 

as a reminder of our shared humanity”.   

In addition to being incredibly kind, Liz is also 

astoundingly energetic.  With her 80th birthday close on 

the horizon, Liz is a big proponent of personal growth, 

lifelong learning, and physical activity as a means to 

preserve and maintain wellness even in the face of health challenges.  She is 

ever inquisitive and loves to embrace new opportunities. She keeps a gratitude 

journal and likes to surround herself with positive, upbeat people. When she 

encounters limitations that others would find discouraging, Liz says she just 

tells herself, “Okay, so you can’t do that anymore.  Fine.  What can you do?”  

Liz Ellis is a role model and an inspiration.  She has passion for life and  

compassion for others and this community is very lucky to be able to call her 

one of their own.   

 



It is with great pleasure that Councillor Plecas will now present Liz with her well-

deserved 2022 Community Service Award. 

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 
April 26, 2022.) 
 

 

 

 



 
 

Young Guns Weightlifting Club 

 

Community Service Award (Under Age 25) 

The Young Guns Weightlifting Club was formed in 2019 by Jaiden and Pravin 

Toor, with support and encouragement from their parents, Pavi and Gurdeep, 

when the boys were just 15 and 11 years old respectively.  Jaiden started lifting 

weights as part of his training for another sport but ended up really enjoying it.  

He recognized, however, that most people his age would not be comfortable 

learning how to lift weights in an adult gym environment. In speaking with his 

brother, parents and friends, it became clear that there were a number of social, 

economic and psychological barriers to boys and, especially, girls joining the 



sport.  As a family, the Toors envisioned a cost-free, non-threatening, non-

intimidating place where the youth of Mission and Abbotsford could go to learn 

how to lift weights safely under the guidance of certified trainers.  With this in 

mind, they set about making their vision a reality.  They found rental space, 

hired trainers, created a social media presence and established a brand.  They 

applied for and received numerous grants, raised funds by selling club 

merchandise and high protein donuts which are made at a local bakery and, in 

the process, managed to raise $18,000 toward the operation of the 

organization.   

The Young Guns Weightlifting Club now runs four sessions a week and offers 

instruction in both weightlifting and boxing.   It has 

been profiled in the Globe and Mail and received 

the 2021 Fraser Valley Cultural Diversity Award for 

Innovative Initiatives (Small Organization). The 

Club has also enthusiastically cheered on as one 

of its members broke four national powerlifting records at his first competition 

and two others placed second and third at the Western Canadian Powerlifting 

Competition.   

Jaiden is now 17 years old and Pravin is 13.  What they have managed to build, 

with the encouragement of their parents, is truly impressive and that they did 



this in the midst of a global pandemic makes it even more remarkable.  They 

both dedicate countless hours each week to 

the success of the club, are the driving force 

behind its successful social media presence, 

and have become advocates for youth and 

youth in sport in the process.  

In creating an environment where it is safe, 

from both an emotional and a physical injury perspective, to lift weights and 

throw a punch, the Young Guns Weightlifting Club is teaching young people in 

our community how to be strong, confident, disciplined and proud of who they 

are.  

Councillor Gill will now present Jaiden and Pravin Toor with the Young Guns 

Weightlifting Club’s 2022 Community Service Award in the under the age of 25 

category.  

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 
April 26, 2022.) 
 

 

 



 
 

Maureen Coates 

 

Community Service Award 

Maureen Coates is a wonderful woman with an incredibly kind heart who, for 

more than 25 years, volunteered her time and talents with our local Beaver 

Scouts.  Known initially as “Rainbow” and, in later years, as “Sunshine” to 

multiple generations of young people, Maureen has spent countless hours 

walking, talking and playing with the 5 to 7 years olds of Mission.  She helped 

these youngsters gain invaluable social skills, encouraged new friendships, 

and passed on her enthusiasm for life, along with her love of camping, 



campfires, camp songs, kites and crafts.  She also encouraged the Beavers 

to write letters of support to members of our military serving abroad and to 

honour our veterans on Remembrance Day.   

Recognizing the financial demands on young families, Maureen took every 

opportunity she could to apply for gaming grants to help subsidize activities so 

that everyone could participate.    

When asked why she chose to continue volunteering with the Beavers once 

her own children had aged out of the program, 

Maureen explained that there is a tremendous 

amount of joy to be had from spending time with 

young people.  She loved hearing their stories, 

sharing in their adventures and just generally 

getting to know them.  Her goal was always for 

everyone to have as much fun as they possibly 

could and, to this day, when she runs into a young adult who greets her with 

“Hi Sunshine!”, it brings a tear to her eye.   

It is with great pleasure, and much affection from a grateful community, that 

Mayor Horn will now present Maureen “Sunshine” Coates with her well-

deserved 2022 Community Service Award. 

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 
April 26, 2022.) 
 



Mission Crime Prevention Volunteers 

 

Crime Prevention & Safety Award 

The Mission Crime Prevention Office has approximately 25 volunteers, each of 

whom commits a minimum of 4 hours per week in service to the community.  

This represents more than 5,000 volunteer hours dedicated each year in 

support of crime prevention and community safety initiatives.  These amazing 

volunteers staff the Crime Prevention Office, and participate in a variety of 

different programs including:  

• Speed Watch; 

• Citizens on Patrol;  

• Lock-Out Auto Crime; 

• Block Watch; 

• the Crime-Free Multi-housing Program; and 

• Project 529.   



Under the guidance of the CPO Coordinator, they work collaboratively with both 

Mission RCMP and the City’s partners at ICBC to 

promote road safety, educate the community on crime 

and crime prevention issues, and connect with residents 

and businesses regarding the work of the CPO.  They 

are, from a crime prevention and safety perspective, 

quite literally, the eyes, ears, and hands of the community.   

As we all know, the past two years have been especially challenging.  The 

COVID-19 pandemic initially shut down the Mission Crime Prevention Office as 

well as many of the programs that the CPO supports.  During the initial phase 

of the pandemic, volunteers participated in and assisted with online training and 

helped create flyers with important crime prevention messaging.  Once the 

office reopened, some of the volunteers extended their hours to ensure that 

there was adequate coverage and that the programs continued to operate 

effectively. Many also took on additional 

responsibilities and stepped up to train 

new volunteers.  The fact that the Mission 

Crime Prevention Office was able to 

reopen and re-engage with the community 

is very much a testament to the commitment and resiliency of these 

hardworking and dedicated individuals.   



Each member of this amazing team works selflessly and admirably for the 

betterment of the community and we are honoured to be able to honour them 

here this evening.   

On behalf of Mayor and Council, Councillor Davies will now present the Mission 

Crime Prevention Volunteers with their 2022 Crime Prevention & Community 

Safety Award. 

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 
April 26, 2022.) 



Steve Bryan 

 

Community Service Award 

Steve Bryan is a dedicated and enthusiastic advocate for sports and the 

sporting community in Mission.  Heavily involved in Mission Minor Baseball for 

many years, he volunteered as both a coach and a member of the board, 

serving at various times as its Treasurer, Registrar and Director.  Steve also 

served on the Board of the Hemlock Ski Club (now known as the Sasquatch 

Mountain Ski Club) and worked on the slopes as one of Mission’s tireless 2014 

BC Winter Games volunteers.  He is a founding member of the Mission Sports 

Council, which was created in 2015 to assist Mission sports organizations, 

athletes, and parents.  The Sports Council’s motto is “One Voice.  All Sports.” 



Their mandate is to help support, promote and grow sports while providing 

information and education that encourages a lifelong love of activity, athleticism 

and both structured and unstructured play.  Steve is currently the Vice 

President of the Mission Sports Council and serves as their de facto Director of 

Communications, informing residents of pertinent sports articles, videos, and 

educational opportunities through Facebook, Instagram and the Mission Sports 

Council Website.   

Steve brings decades of experience, skill, and knowledge to the playing field, 

the ski slopes and the board room.  Never was this more apparent than in early 

2020 when he was one of the very first people in the province to understand 

the implications of insurance companies 

refusing to cover COVID-19 related claims in 

their policies.  Steve immediately recognized 

that this would leave all not-for-profit 

organizations uninsured for COVID-19 related 

lawsuits, exposing every organization and the 

individual members of each board to potential financial peril.  This one 

seemingly minor policy change in the midst of the early chaotic days of the 

pandemic could have easily been overlooked until disaster struck.  Within days 

of the announcement, however, Steve was in contact with key members of the 



Provincial government, explaining the seriousness of the situation and lobbying 

for government intervention.  Thanks to the efforts of Steve, and others like him, 

the problem was addressed by the Province as part of the provisions contained 

in the COVID-19 Related Measures Act. This legislation made it possible for all 

not-for-profit organizations, including those focused on youth sports, to 

continue to function.   

For this, and for the many ways in which Steve has helped to promote a love 

of both individual and team sports in Mission, Councillor Herar will now present 

him with his well-deserved 2022 Community Service Award.  

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 
April 26, 2022.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

Ann and Gordon Mohs 

 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

Ann and Gordon Mohs are an incredibly lovely and impressive couple who have 

been doing life together for the past 54 years.  They are one of those amazing 

powerhouse teams who, when you speak to them, leave you inspired - to do a 

little better, to reach a little further, and to give a little more of yourself for the 

betterment of others.  Now in their 70s, they continue to be passionately 

engaged in their respective fields, in their community, and in the things that fill 

their lives with meaning.  They are long-term and prominent advocates for local 

heritage, especially as it pertains to the preserving, sharing and valuing of 

Indigenous history, and this community is all the richer for their presence.   



Ann has a background in Anthropology and Media Relations and has worked 

extensively for and with First Nations communities to document and preserve 

Indigenous culture.  Among her many projects and initiatives, she helped 

establish media programs at the Coqualeetza Cultural 

Education Centre and for Stó:lō Nation, Sts’ailes, 

Shxwha:y Village and others.  She also worked with First 

Nations to create interpretive signage at Xá:ytem,  Fraser 

River Heritage Park, Harrison Hot Springs, and for the 

Chehalis Forestry Trail.  Ann says that, through her work 

with First Nations communities, she has discovered a profound respect for, and 

love of, Indigenous spirituality and culture that has shaped her life and given it 

meaning.  She, in turn, has shared this gift with the people of Mission through 

her volunteerism on behalf of the Mission District Historical Society.    

Gordon is an Archeologist and Cultural Anthropologist who has dedicated his 

life to teaching, promoting and facilitating cross cultural understanding.  He is 

an author and educator and continues to 

work within the Indigenous community to this 

day.  He is well known for his wisdom and 

expertise and for his willingness to help 

Mission and its neighbouring communities 

discover and preserve Indigenous cultural heritage resources during 



construction projects.  He possesses a wealth of knowledge and is an 

invaluable resource for municipalities seeking to better understand 

opportunities for respectful collaboration and partnership with First Nations.   

As if all of this were not enough, Ann and Gordon are also a writing and 

publishing team, who have produced works ranging from anthropological 

novels and histories to reports that have influenced and informed local, 

provincial and federal policy.   

In recent years, Ann has added another item to her already long and impressive 

list of accomplishments.  She has become a competitive paddler who has 

participated in races worldwide, including Hong Kong, Italy, New Zealand, 

Australia, and the Cook Islands.  She is currently on the Canadian National 

Team and is training for the World Championships in solo outrigger paddling. 

Gordon and Ann are truly amazing people and it is with great pleasure that 

Councillor Crawford will now present them with their well-deserved 2022 

Lifetime Achievement Award. 

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 
April 26, 2022) 



 

Camille Atebe 

 

Arts and Culture Award 

Camille Atebe is a professional actor and author who has been an important 

part of Mission’s theatre community for the past two decades.  After living 

abroad for a number of years, she returned to Mission and became a member 

of the Opening Nite Theatre Society in 2002.  O.N.T.S., as it is commonly 

known, is a community-based group that provides quality entertainment out of 

its 50-seat theatre on Railway Avenue.  In a typical year, the Society puts on 

four plays, as well as a number of other, smaller shows.  In particular, they are 

known for their ever-popular annual Christmas Pantomime.   They also run 



acting camps during the summer to foster talent and encourage a love of the 

theatre.   During the pandemic, O.N.T.S. did what you would expect from a 

highly innovative and creative group of people, they filmed their pantomime and 

produced a web series, written by Camille, to ensure that, one way or another, 

the show would indeed go on.    

Camille is a big proponent of community theatre and of community in general.  

She volunteers her time writing, acting in, directing and producing plays for 

O.N.T.S. and has served as its President for the past 10 

years.  She says that community theatre is incredibly 

special because it brings together people from all walks 

of life with a wide variety of different experiences, 

abilities and interests, and unites them in one common 

goal – to build something magical for the community.  

Camille also says that her work with O.N.T.S. has given her a greater 

appreciation for how important every single person is within an organization.  

She wanted you to know that she loves Mission, its people, and its wonderful 

theatre community.  The feeling is very much mutual. 

It is with great pleasure that Councillor Hamilton will now present Camille with 

her well-deserved 2022 Arts and Culture Award. 

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 

April 26, 2022.) 



 

Mike Davison 

 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

Mike Davison has been a fixture in the Mission Minor Baseball community for 

the past 40 years.  He began volunteering in 1982 and has been coaching 

spring teams, coaching summer teams, coaching coaches, and generally 

helping to advance the cause of Mission Minor Baseball ever since.  Mike is 

currently the head coach of the association, which is a title that he has held for 

more than 20 years.   

In addition to being dedicated and hardworking, Mike is also a visionary.  Fifteen 

years ago, long before the practice was implemented elsewhere, Mike was 

instrumental in amending the Mission Minor Baseball Association’s rules of play 



for children between the ages of 4 to 9 in order to keep young players more 

active and engaged in the sport.  Essentially, he recommended downsizing the 

teams to 5 or 6 players and having them practice more than play.  This gives 

each child more time for activity, fun and skill-building.  The program proved so 

successful that Baseball Canada emulated it on a national basis.   

Mike truly enjoys spending time with young people and he has a passion for 

teaching what he knows – to the players, to the 

other coaches, and to the baseball league that he 

has been encouraging and sponsoring in Cozumel, 

Mexico for years.   He believes that the role of a 

coach isn’t just to teach the sport; it is to teach a 

love for the game.  He stresses that, whether you 

are a player, a coach or a parent, you will inevitably 

make mistakes.  It is natural because failure is an integral part of every learning 

process but the important thing is to learn, improve and keep going.   

Mike recognizes that it is not always easy to find time to volunteer in this fast-

paced and hurried world we live in.  From his perspective, however, it is 

essential, especially for parents.  Life can go by quickly which makes it all the 

more important that we slow down, get to know our kids, and spend some time 

in their world which, let’s face it, is actually a really fun place to be.   

 



He says the most rewarding part about coaching and being part of the Mission 

Minor Baseball Association is the laughter, the smiles, the community and just 

watching kids have fun.   

It is with great pleasure that Councillor Davies will now present Mike with his 

well-deserved 2022 Lifetime Achievement Award. 

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 
April 26, 2022.) 
 

 

 



 

Mission Emergency Support Services Team 

 

Special Accomplishment Award 

Emergency Support Services, commonly known as E.S.S., provides short-term 

basic support to people impacted by disasters.  The foundation of E.S.S., its 

very heart and soul, is its volunteers.   They are the ones who show up, on the 

worst of days, with a steady voice, a reassuring word and a compassionate 

heart, to ensure that those affected by disaster have food, shelter, clothing, and 

the basic essentials necessary to carry them through those first few difficult 

days.   

The Mission Emergency Support Services Program is run under the 

administration of the Mission Fire Rescue Service and is comprised of over 20 



trained individuals who are dispatched at least a dozen times per year to assist 

the people of Mission. They respond to house fires, landslide events and other 

emergency situations as needed.   When not actively deployed or in training, 

team members also volunteer in support of community groups and events. 

They help with food drives, regularly serve as part of the Hope Central meal 

program and, throughout the pandemic, have volunteered extensively at 

Mission’s pop-up vaccination clinics. Collectively, they give hundreds of hours 

of their time each and every month, in service to the community and in training, 

to ensure that, if emergency support is needed, team members will be there – 

night or day.   

Over the past two years, despite the added challenge of a global pandemic, the 

Mission E.S.S. Team has been an especially strong presence in emergency 

response, not just in our community but also regionally and throughout the 

Province of British Columbia.  When the summer wildfires destroyed towns and 

homes all over the Province, Mission E.S.S. volunteers deployed to Chilliwack 

and Kamloops to assist those communities that were receiving evacuees. Day 

after day, they met with families devastated by the fires, listened to their stories, 

and supported them with compassion, competence and kindness.  During the 

floods of late 2021, this amazing group once again volunteered to assist, 

spending countless hours in the Mission, Chilliwack and Abbotsford Reception 

Centers, helping those in need.     



E.S.S. volunteers are, by nature, special people.  They provide a reassuring 

presence in addition to practical 

support and they do it with humor, 

patience and grace.  Make no doubt 

about it though, the work they do is 

difficult; it is emotionally draining 

and sometimes truly heartbreaking.  

Our E.S.S. volunteers are required to come alongside people who are often 

weary, hurting and afraid.   

We appreciate what they do for the community and it is with tremendous 

gratitude that Councillor Herar will now present representatives from Mission 

Emergency Support Services Team with their 2022 Special Accomplishment 

Award. 

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 

April 26, 2022.) 

 



Ellen Youn-Nguyen 
 

 

Citizen of the Year Award 

Ellen Youn-Nguyen is an enthusiastic, energetic, and positive individual whose 

love of family and community shines through in everything that she does.   She 

is well-known in Mission as the owner of What’s On! Mission magazine – the 

publication that helps us all keep track of what is going on in our community.  

She uses that platform to celebrate Mission, its people and everything that 

makes us special.  She is also a familiar face at an incredible number of 

different volunteer tables.  She is or has been a volunteer, member, or board 

director with the following organizations:  

• Mission District Historical Society;  

• Fraser Valley Health Care Foundation; 

• Mission Community Foundation; 



• Mission Regional Chamber of Commerce; 

• Mission Minor Baseball Association; 

• the I Love Mission Campaign; 

• Rotary Club of Mission Mid-day; 

• Hope Central; 

• Mission Skating Club; 

• Mission Sports Council; 

• BC Culture Days Launch Committee; and 

• the 2014 BC Winter Games. 

Ellen is a proponent of lifelong learning and has a passion for photography, 

writing, hiking, walking, the outdoors, and serving the 

community.  She is an organized multitasker who is always 

willing to lend a helping hand.  She is, in short, someone 

who makes this community stronger and richer by her 

presence.  

We are very honoured to have this opportunity to celebrate Ellen this evening.    

At this time, Councillor Hamilton will present Ellen Youn-Nguyen with her 2022 

Citizen of the Year Award and then we will invite Ellen to the podium to say a 

few words.     

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 

April 26, 2022.) 



Jim Hinds 

 

Freedom of the City Medal 

Jim Hinds is a longtime Mission resident who has served this community with 

kindness, patience, humility and a good sense of humor for almost 40 years.   

Jim has been instrumental to the success of countless projects, committees, 

boards, associations, and events.  To list them all here would take far more 

time than we have but, to give you an idea, here are just some of the ways in 

which Jim has exhibited outstanding dedication and lifelong service to the 

people of Mission:  

• He has helped set up and organize the hugely successful Mission Arts 

Council Christmas Craft show every year that it has been held since 1987. 



• He organized the Mission Centennial Parade, which was one of the 

largest parades ever held in Mission, and was recognized for this 

achievement with a 1992 Special Service Award. 

• He served as the Marshall for our beloved Mission Candlelight Parade 

from 1994 to 2015.   

• He was a Director on the Mission Agricultural Association Board for 8 

years and was its President for 7.   

• He was a member of both the Mission Community Heritage Commission 

and the Mission Seniors Advisory Committee.  

• He has volunteered on behalf of Mission Fest, the Terry Fox Run, the 

Mission Hospice Run, and the Mission Healthcare Auxiliary Society. 

• He has been volunteering at both Mission Raceway Park and the Mission 

Community Archives since the early 1990s. 

• He is a member of the Rotary Club of Mission Mid-Day and is a former 

Club President.  

• He is a member of the Mission Branch of the Royal Canadian Legion, is 

a 2020 Lifetime Achievement Award recipient, and is a former member of 

Council.   

• He is also currently volunteering an average of 4 days per week with the 



good folks at St. Joseph’s Food Bank. 

While Jim tends to downplay his own contributions, he is quick to sing the 

praises of his fellow volunteers.  He said that, for him, volunteering is all about 

seeing a need and then trying to meet it, while 

being surrounded by amazing people who are 

just trying to do the same thing.  Jim also 

points out that he could do nothing without his 

beloved wife Mary, who has been his 

constant companion in service to this 

community for all these many years.   

At this time, Mayor Horn and Freeman Cal Crawford will present Jim Hinds with 

his well-deserved 2022 Freedom of the City Medal and then we will invite Jim 

to the podium to say a few words.     

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 
April 26, 2022.) 
 

  

 
 

 
 
 



 

Valerie Billesberger 

 

Freedom of the City Medal 

Valerie Billesberger is the keeper and preserver of Mission’s past, the recorder 

and celebrator of Mission’s present, and a passionate spokesperson for all that 

history tells us our future could be.  As Mission’s Community Archivist, and the 

sage advisor to the Mission District Historical Society, she has been a guiding 

force in the areas of historic preservation, historical and cultural education, and 

related community initiatives within the region for decades.  Val is responsible 

for the Mission Community Archives’ many innovative acquisition programs, 

including the School Archives Program, the Paths and Pathfinders: Women of 

Mission Program, and its various Outreach Programs, and she is, quite frankly, 

one of the main reasons that the Mission Community Archives has continued 

to thrive and to expand its holdings over the past 36 years.  



Val and her husband moved to Mission in the fall of 1973 in pursuit of a more 

rural, back-to-the-land way of life and quickly fell in love with the region’s natural 

beauty and its people. She began volunteering at the Mission Museum and 

Archives in 1986, at a time when both branches were run as one entity by the 

Mission District Historical Society.  In time, she earned her Master of Archival 

Studies degree and began working as both an archivist for the City of Maple 

Ridge and as an independent consultant, all while continuing her volunteerism 

here in Mission.  Val was instrumental in the Historical Society’s decision to 

separate the Archives from the Museum in 1989 and, in response to her 

professionalism and expertise, Val was hired as Mission’s first Archivist & 

Records Manager in 1994.  

In theory, Val works 25 hours a week at the Mission Community Archives.  

Anyone who knows her, however, will tell you that her contribution to the 

community far exceeds that.   Val is passionate about what she does and it 

shows by her level of commitment and the amount of time she spends in service 

to the community. Val has served on both the Mission Community Heritage 

Commission and the Mission Cultural Resources Commission, has long been 

a driving force behind Mission’s amazing Culture Days celebrations, and is an 

active member of the Provincial Archives Association.  She is also working with 

other archivists in the region to establish a joint emergency response plan to 

ensure that community records will not be lost should fires, floods or other 



disasters occur.   

Val is creative, innovative and devoted, both to the family she adores and the 

community she serves. She loves helping people 

connect with the past and she considers herself fortunate 

to have been able to work with the many incredible 

volunteers who have graced the doors of the Mission 

Community Archives over the years.     

For her many years of service to the community and the 

region, we will be forever grateful.   

Mayor Horn and Freeman Crawford will now present Val with her well-deserved 

2022 Freedom of the City Medal and then we will invite Val to the podium to 

say a few words.     

 
(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 
April 26, 2022.) 



maius@shaw.ca  // Archives Manager <Manager@missionarchives.com> 

Glen Kask 

 

Freedom of the City Medal 

Glen Kask has been living in Mission since 1976 and has been volunteering in 

one capacity or another for more than five decades.  Trained as a teacher, he 

taught both in the public school system and at BCIT before moving into a career 

in broadcasting, first in radio and then as an award winning newspaper reporter 

and photographer with the Mission City Record.  Glen is also well known in the 

community for his support of and enthusiasm for all things theatre related and 

has been a fixture in Mission’s performing arts community for many years.   

Glen comes by his activism naturally.  He grew up watching his mother 

volunteer at school events and, from an early age, became accustomed to 

helping out wherever he saw a need.  He loves supporting and helping people 

and says that the best part about volunteering is making a difference and seeing 



things change for the better. Glen has a wonderfully big personality and is very 

participatory but is also extremely practical when it comes to his volunteerism. 

He says that some people want to be leaders whereas others are content to 

work behind the scenes to make the leaders look 

good and he tends to think of himself as a member 

of the latter group.   Glen believes in contributing 

when he can but also in stepping aside when others 

can do the job better or have more passion for it.  

He doesn’t believe in being a placeholder.     

Fortunately for the community, there are not many who can do the job better 

than Glen.  The list of groups and organizations that have benefited from his 

talents is lengthy.   

He has been, among other things, the President of: 

o the Central Fraser Valley Crimestoppers;  

o the Community Event Support Society;  

o the Rotary Club of Mission; and  

o the Mission District Historical Society. 

Glen has also been a Board Member for: 

o Opening Nite Theatre Society;  

o Mission Community Services Society;  



o Fraser House Society;  

o Mission Hospice Society;  

o Community Futures Development Corporation of North Fraser;  

o Mission Foundation;  

o Mission Skills Centre;  

o Mission Arts Council; and 

o Mission Bingo Association. 

Glen has served as the chair of both the Mission Communities in Bloom Society 

and the Citizens’ Advisory Committee for Mission Institution. 

In addition to all of this, he has been a member of: 

o the Fraser Valley University Community Council;  

o the City of Mission Grants Advisory Committee;  

o the Mission Regional Chamber of Commerce Tourism Committee; 

and  

o a committee to help African refugees settle into their new lives here 

in Mission.  

Glen also established a Theatrical Legacy Fund with the Mission Foundation to 

support Performing Arts groups in Mission, has volunteered with Canadian 

Blood Services and travelled to Thailand as a humanitarian dental project 

volunteer.   



Glen was the recipient of a Lifetime Achievement Award in 2002. Now, 20 years 

later, we are honoured to be able to recognize him here tonight with this well-

deserved 2022 Freedom of the City Medal.  

Mayor Horn and Freeman Crawford will now present Glen with his 2022 

Freedom of the City Medal and then we will invite Glen to the podium to say a 

few words.     

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 
April 26, 2022.) 

 
 



Doug Pearson 

 

Freedom of the City Medal 

Doug Pearson is a former resident of Mission, with strong ties to the community, 

who recently moved to Armstrong, BC after spending five decades living, 

working, and serving among us.   

Doug and his family came to Mission in 1969 and, as a parent, he 

enthusiastically volunteered for whatever activities his children were involved 

in.  He was a 4H leader and a dedicated volunteer with the Mission Marlins.  He 

was also a member of the North Fraser Fire Department, participated in an 

early version of the then District of Mission’s Recreation Advisory Committee, 

and spent 27 years of his life serving the community as a member of the 

Kinsmen Club.  He was also given a very special assignment, direct from the 

North Pole, to represent Santa Claus here in the City of Mission.  For over 35 

years, Doug served as our resident Santa, bringing smiles and laughter to 



young and old throughout our community. 

In the 20 or so years since he retired from his job at the Department of 

Agriculture, Doug has become a committed and tireless advocate for seniors.  

He served as both the Vice-President of the Seniors Activity Centre and the 

President of the drop-in centre, 

organizing fun activities and 

events for his fellow seniors.  He 

was also one of a key group of 

dedicated individuals appointed 

to the Seniors Centre Task 

Force in 2012 with a mandate to 

explore prospective sites for a permanent seniors’ centre in Mission.  In the 

good fullness of time, his knowledge and expertise at the planning and design 

stage helped shape the building that we now know as the Boswyk Seniors 

Activity Centre which opened its doors to the public in 2021.  In a very real way, 

the seniors centre serves as a testament to the hard work of people like Doug 

who had the vision, determination and patience to see the project through to 

fruition.   

Doug is a 2016 Lifetime Achievement Award recipient and, as a member of the 

Seniors Centre Task Force, received a Special Accomplishment Award in 2014.   

Doug is quick to stress the role played by others, especially when it comes to 



his advocacy work on behalf of seniors. While we recognize the truth of this, 

we are also truly grateful to Doug.  He has left an indelible mark on our 

community and is very much missed.  Now, as one of the City of Mission’s 

newest Freedom of the City Medal recipients, he will forever be one of our own.   

Unfortunately, Doug is unable to be here with us this evening.  He actually drove 

down over the weekend and was very much looking forward to attending the 

ceremony and seeing all of you….but then he began to cough.  He took a test 

and, unfortunately, he is positive for COVID.  He wanted us to let you know, 

however, that there is no need to worry.  He is doing well and plans on coming 

back for another visit soon.  He looks forward to connecting with his many 

friends here in Mission and we look forward to presenting Doug with his well-

deserved Freedom of the City Medal at an upcoming Regular Meeting of 

Council.  

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 
April 26, 2022.) 
 

 


