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MESSAGE FROM PAUL HORN
Over the last year, Council has approved several key plans, including the Affordable Housing 
Strategy, the Waterfront Revitalization Master Plan, the Silverdale Central Neighbourhood Plan, 
master plans for transportation and utilities, our Environmental Charter, and the Employment 
Lands Strategy. There has never been a more critical time for the City to have a blueprint for the 
future. Our region is anticipating significant growth. At the same time, inflation is projected to 
reach levels not seen since the 1980’s. As a community, we need to be prepared.  

We must also be effective advocates. Healthcare, highways, and schools are on the minds of 
Missionites, so Council must continue to work with the Province to ensure that Mission gets 
the infrastructure we need as we grow. In order to be effective advocates, we are gathering 
data, working with partner entities (such as the Board of Education and our local doctors), and 
inviting the Province to sit at our planning tables. Through partnership, we hope to ensure that 
Mission’s voice is heard.

The Fraser Valley has never been a more popular place to live or do business. Growth is 
coming, so we must ensure that the essence of our community is defined, preserved, and 
enhanced. Through a series of dialogues including Community Conversations, Council Cafes, 
Community Wellness Planning, and other forums, Mission is sharing its voice with government 
and neighbours alike. These communication tools have been popular and effective ways for us to keep the fabric of Mission 
strong.  We have incorporated them into a new “Neighbourhood Approach” for developers, ensuring that they speak with you in 
a truly reciprocal way before building here.  

Mission’s name arose from the placement of an early residential school in our area. As such, we are reminded of our role in 
damaging colonial practices that have left deep scars on Indigenous peoples. Rather than being immobilized by guilt or focused 
on symbolic Reconciliation, Mission has focused on substantive opportunities for partnership. Our historic land transfer with the 
Leq’á:mel, Mathexwi and Semá:th Society and the Province is one example, resulting in new parkland for Mission and new 
lands for residential and commercial development for local First Nations. That agreement gained attention from across Canada 
because it shows that Reconciliation is a mutually beneficial undertaking. Similarly, Mission has partnered with Kwantlen and 
Katzie by sharing resources in the Municipal Forest. We have worked together to hire our new RCMP Inspector and to create a 
Forest Guardian Program. Our new Mission is to be a true leader in Reconciliation.

Mayor Paul Horn

Your City of Mission Council

Back row: Councillor Cal Crawford, Councillor Danny Plecas, Councillor Carol Hamilton.
Front row: Councillor Jag Gill, Councillor Ken Herar, Mayor Paul Horn, Councillor Mark Davies.

COUNCIL’S REPORT TO MISSION



2021-2022 HIGHLIGHTS

COMMUNITY

ENVIRONMENT

Developed an Affordable Housing Strategy to reduce 
housing gaps, support collaboration with partners, and 
ensure residents have access to affordable and diverse 
housing options now and into the future.

Launched a new civic dialogue series called Community 
Conversations where residents and stakeholders can 
give their perspectives on a number of themes within a 
larger discussion topic. Conversations to date include: 
North Mission Visioning, Arts & Culture, and Downtown 
Mission.

Hosted Mission’s first Builders Forum for local builders, 
developers and community members to hear about 
important permit improvement process updates, learn 
about the common permit application omissions, and 
ask staff questions.

Developed an Artist-in-Residence program as part of 
BC Culture Days that sees artists engage residents.

Partnered with Habitat for Humanity to build 19 
affordable housing units by providing land at an 
affordable cost and supporting other expenses. Keys 
have been handed over to 12 families so far.

Onboarding of an Emergency Program Manager 
to ensure the health, safety, and wellbeing of the 
community in response of an emergency. 

CITY FAST FACTS

 
mission.ca sees almost 450,000 
visits a year

 
The Waterfront area could fit 8 
Granville Island-sized sites in it

 
In 2019, Mission was used as a 
filming location in 26 productions, 
marking over 70 days of filming

Finalized the design and engaged the community on the 
7th Avenue Greenway that will see the construction 
of a 6.5 km mobility route. This route will provide a safe 
and convenient space for people who want more choice 
in how they move around the City for community health, 
and leisure - whether they walk cycle, skateboard, 
rollerblade, or use strollers or other mobility aids.

Received with the City of Abbotsford $4.7 million in 
funding for upgrading biogas technology at the JAMES 
Wastewater Treatment Plant through the Investing in 
Canada Infrastructure Program – CleanBC Communities 
Fund. The new technology uses biogas from the 
wastewater treatment process to produce renewable 
natural gas.

Signed an agreement with UBC that will see graduate 
students study climate change in the Municipal Forest.

Held virtual FireSmart forums for residents living in 
the forest interface to share practical tips to keep their 
homes safe from wildfire and community chipping days. 

Council’s Focus Areas 
Council identified six strategic focus areas for the 2018-2022 term in their Strategic Plan.

OUR 
VISION

OUR 
MISSION

 
The City of Mission is a bold, progressive, 
forward looking, transparent, and 
professional leader serving the citizens 
and businesses of Mission. 

The City of Mission provides good 
governance and services to citizens and 
businesses while caring for the District’s 
financial resources and public assets.

Safe 
Community

Secure Finances, 
Assets & 

Infrastructure

Bold Economic 
Development

Livable Complete 
Community

Engaged 
Community

Organizational 
Excellence

7th Avenue Greenway project rendering

Builders’ Forum



LIVABILITY

PEOPLE

Staff are reviewing our developer contributions to 
ensure development funds and builds the infrastructure 
and facilities to support growth

Completed numerous crosswalk and sidewalk 
projects throughout the city, including in the areas of:
• Grand & 4th Avenue
• Taulbut & 7th Avenue
• Stave Lake & 9th Avenue
• Wren & 7th Avenue
• Wren & Hillcrest
• Cade Barr & Cherry

Fraser River Forcemain Project completed in spring 
2022 and resulted in 1 km of new 900mm diameter 
steel sewer forcemain pipe added from Abbotsford into 
Mission that will support our community as we grow.

Plans and Strategies completed or near completion to 
guide future growth in Mission:
• Stave Heights Neighbourhood Plan: Formally 

known as the Parr Avenue Land Use Plan, this 
vision sees the blossoming of a new Stave Heights 
neighbourhood.

• Mission Mobility 2050: Our transportation master 
plan and long-term vision for transportation in the 
city.

• Utility Master Plan: A plan for Mission’s water, 
sanitary sewer and drainage systems over the next 
25 years that will help us prepare and respond 
to the ongoing growth and development of our 
community.

• Central Neighbourhood Plan: A plan for the first 
neighbourhood within the Silverdale Comprehensive 
Planning Area. The process was guided by ecological, 
social and economic pillars and included three 
phases of community engagement.

• Waterfront Revitalization Master Plan: A plan to 
revitalize one of the last and largest underdeveloped 
urban Fraser River waterfronts in the Lower 
Mainland. Over an 18-month process, the project 
team engaged in a rigorous process driven by 
public consultation, stakeholder and landowner 
engagement, technical research, and financial 
analysis.

• Environmental Charter: An action plan to 
address climate change, foster resilient and vibrant 
communities, and protect and enhance ecosystems 
and green spaces now and into the future.

Host city of Fraser Valley Pride for the first time in the 
event’s 10-year legacy

Canada Day celebrations returned to Fraser River 
Heritage Park

Plans and Strategies to come:
• Wellness Strategy: A plan to align all areas related 

to wellness in one strategic vision and plan to 
support a resilient community.

• Community Visioning and Branding: A community-
informed brand refresh, including a new visual 
identity to better reflect our growing and diverse 
community

• Employment Lands Strategy: A plan for the 
retention and expansion of employment lands and 
opportunities in support of local job creation and 
economic growth.

Developed a Tourism Strategy and Implementation 
Plan to advance Mission as a tourism destination.

Partnering with BC Housing and the Mission Community 
Services Society to provide approximately 50 supportive 
homes for adults at risk or experiencing homelessness at 
7460 Hurd Street (Dr. H.G. Humes Park) in Mission.

Builders’ Forum

Fraser River Forcemain Project construction

Members of Council with Pride flags at Den21



RECONCILIATION 
City of Reconciliation: Adopted a set of principles 
that will guide Mission’s relationships with Indigenous 
Peoples and commits to the revision and creation of 
policies to be consistent with UNDRIP and the TRC Calls 
to Action.

Partnerships: Delivered the Indigenous Guardians 
Training program where participants learned forestry 
field training in tree and plant identification, forest 
ecology, forest health, stream classification, as well as 
Guardians-specific training in archaeology and Cultural 
Plant identification. The Indigenous Guardians Training 
Program was developed by the City in close partnership 
with Kwantlen First Nation, Leq’a:mel First Nation, Matsqui 
First Nation, and the Mission Public School District.

Historical Land Transfer: The City of Mission, the 
Provincial Government and the LMS Society, made up 
of the Leq’á:mel, Mathexwi and Semá:th First Nations, 
had a ceremony for a land transfer of crown land to 
further reconciliation and see the development of 
future recreation opportunities and economic growth in 
Mission.

Interpretive Sign Projects: Stave West Leadership 
Team is developing a series of interpretive signs that 
will be installed along trails and amenities and speak to 
the importance of the area to First Nations as well as 
providing a history of the Mission Municipal Forest. In 
addition, Parks, Recreation and Culture staff continue to 
work with local First Nations to improve signage around 
Fraser River Heritage Park to educate the community 
about the legacy of St. Mary’s Residential School. 
Through discussions related to the park, its history, and 
its future, the project could evolve into the development 
of something more than signage.
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Keep in Touch
Tune Into a Council Meeting:

Regular Council Meetings are held on the first and third Monday of 
every month, starting at 6:00 p.m., in Council Chambers.

Public Hearings are required prior to amending a Zoning Bylaw or the 
Official Community Plan Bylaw. Public Hearings are typically held on the 
first and third Mondays of every month as part of the Regular Council 
Meetings, and are called to order at 6:00 p.m.

Keep Connected:

The City of Mission regularly posts updates on:
• mission.ca
• facebook.com/theCityofMission
• twitter.com/Mission_BC
• instagram.com/mission_bc
• engage.mission.ca

Land transfer ceremony Meeting with LMS Society at Mathexwi First Nation


