
Barry McLeod 

 

2018 Citizen of the Year  

Barry McLeod is remarkable man whose passion for the community and compassion for 

people extends far beyond the parameters of his job.  Barry is a youth worker who has 

devoted not just his career but also his life to helping others.   

He spent the first 10 years after graduating from the University of Manitoba  working in 

Vancouver’s downtown east side before taking a job in Abbotsford.  Two years later, in 

1993, he moved to Mission where he has lived and worked ever since.   

Barry says he appreciates the friendliness of Mission residents 

but also values the “made in Mission” mentality – which is 

characterized by people who are willing to step up and work 

together in order to get things done.  

Barry sits, and has sat, on a multitude of committees both as an individual and a Youth 

Unlimited representative.  He is active at Mission Connect Events, Stone Soup Suppers, 

and as a champion for restorative justice and restorative ways of resolving conflict for 

youth in our community.  Barry volunteers as a coach and a mentor, and has taught 

sports, art and woodworking.  He is a 

longtime advocate of Mission Youth House 

and said that he knew from the start that, as 

long as the project was built on a foundation 

of unconditional love, that would be the bridge 

that was needed to help young people feel 

safe and at home.  
There is, quite simply, not enough time here 

this evening to list all of Barry’s many 

accomplishments.  He is a hardworking, 

down-to-earth and kind-hearted man who has been described by one of his colleagues 



as both “a hero and a walking example of community development in Mission”.    

We are very honoured to have this opportunity to celebrate Barry and the profound 

impact that he has had on this community.  

 


