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Mel Zajac is a successful businessman whose kindness and generosity of spirit has 

impacted and, in some cases, outright changed the lives of tens, and possibly 

hundreds, of thousands of people over the years.  Though not a Mission resident, he 

has deep ties to this community and is a longtime property owner.   

While known far and wide for his philanthropy, Mel’s relationship 

with Mission began in the late 1980’s while he was watching 

television.  There was a segment on the news about Sandcastle 

Preschool, a special needs group in our community, which was in 

danger of losing its operating space.  Mel was so touched by the 

story that he reached out to them and offered to build a facility.  

What took place over the next year was nothing short of 

remarkable.  As good as his word, Mel moved them from the small, 

cramped quarters that they were in danger of losing into a beautiful 

new building on Second Avenue that has been the home of both the 

preschool and the Mission Association for Community Living 

(MACL) ever since.    

In the years that followed, Mel also opened his world renowned 

Zajac Ranch for Children on the western shore of Stave Lake.   This 

40 acre ranch provides an opportunity for children with serious and chronic illnesses 

and disabilities to experience the joys of summer camp, often for the first time.  With a 



remarkable, caring staff and a state-of-the-art medical centre, Zajac Ranch offers a safe 

environment for children to learn, explore, and grow.  It is truly an extraordinary place, 

built by an extraordinary man.  

Mel says that there is great joy and satisfaction in helping others and that, from the time 

that he was young, growing up in a poor family in Manitoba, he knew that he wanted to 

make a difference.   

Both an Order of BC and an Order of Canada recipient, Mel has had a tremendous 

impact not just on Mission but also on the world around him.  The scope of his 

philanthropy is awe inspiring and we are profoundly grateful for the way that he has 

influenced and improved the community and the lives of many Mission residents. 

 


