
 
 

Community Service Awards 

 
Recipients 2008 to Present 



Bick and Brenda Benedict 

2008 Sports Volunteers of the Year 

 
Bick and Brenda Benedict moved to Mission with their four children in 1998.  In 1999 they 

became involved with the Soapbox Derby and continue to this day volunteering hundreds of 

hours each year in organizing this fabulous event.  As many are aware, the Mission & District 

Lions Club along with businesses and community groups re-introduced the Soapbox Derby to 

Mission in 1999 after an absence of over 25 years.   

 

Bick, being the generous person he his, is quick to give credit to the extraordinary sponsors and 

the 60 to 70 volunteers it takes on race day to make the event happen.  As the executive 

secretary of the organization, Brenda admits that it’s a lot of work; but she is also quick to say 

that the experience has been great for their family and community life.  Three of their children 

are soapbox racers, and are learning first hand the value of volunteering through the exemplary 

work of their parents. 

 

The District of Mission is very proud and appreciative of Bick and Brenda, and on behalf of the 

District, Councillor Paul Horn will present them with their well deserved “Sports Volunteers of the 

Year” award. 
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Bobby Brar 

Against the Odds Achievement Award 

 
Bobby was born in India and moved to Mission in 1991.  Since being involved in a car crash in 

2005, he combines the insight he gains from using a wheelchair with his passion for social 

justice.  As a voice for the disabled, Bobby has been instrumental in achieving greater 

accessibility to facilities, parks, and transit in Mission and was the driving force behind a 

wheelchair tour with the Mayor and several councillors to help them understand first-hand the 

challenges of using mobility aids on local buses. 

 

Bobby advocates for such improvements with the full knowledge that while the primary 

beneficiaries may be people with disabilities, an ever-increasing aging population, as well as 

parents pushing baby strollers, will also benefit. 

 

Bobby is also very philosophical about his injury and describes himself as a person who has had 

“One life with two experiences …. one on heels and one on wheels”.    

 

Mission is very fortunate to have Bobby as one of our own, and his insights are truly 

appreciated. 
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Bobby resides in Mission with his wife Manjit and 2 boys. 

On behalf of council, Councillor Terry Gidda will present him with his well deserved “Against the 

Odds Achievement Award”. 
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Eric LeBlanc 

2008 Citizen of the Year 

 
Each year the District of Mission Mayor and Council select one person from the community who 

has shown exemplary community spirit and volunteerism for the Citizen of the Year Award.  This 

year, Council unanimously selected Eric LeBlanc for the outstanding role he played in the “Paint 

the Town” project on Railway Avenue.  This project, which was initiated by Council’s Downtown 

Revitalization Task Force, needed a strong leader to take over.  Eric jumped in and before long 

he organized a group of 80 volunteers to power wash the buildings, and started recruiting teams 

from around Mission to paint the buildings.  He also garnered the support of Cloverdale Paints, 

Home Hardware, and Arnold’s Rentals who donated all the supplies for the project.  In addition, 

he mobilized Mission based BC Hydro employees and associates to donate over $10,000 in 

equipment and services to ensure and oversee the safety of painters in areas with high voltage 

power lines.  Needless to say, the project was a great success and anyone driving along 

Railway Avenue can’t help but notice the improvements.   

 

Council is very pleased to present this award to Eric, and on behalf of the District, Councillor 

Heather Stewart will present Eric with the “2008 Citizen of the Year” award in recognition of his 

outstanding community spirit and leadership qualities.  
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Flo Erskine 

Community Service Award 

 
Born in Port Alberni, Flo and her family moved to Mission in 1954.   At 91 years of age, Flo is a spry 

and youthful person and has always made the most of her life.  In so doing, she brings support, 

happiness, and encouragement to everyone she meets.  As a woman who appreciates life, she 

decided one day that the world needed more love and she began giving hugs to everyone she met.  

She is now known throughout the community as the “hug therapist”.   

 

Flo is also a great musician.  She began playing the piano at the age of 3 and continues to play at 

the Legion and many seniors’ gatherings. In her younger years, Flo was also a member of the 

Mission Pipe band.   

 

On behalf of the District of Mission, Councillor Jenny Stevens will present Flo with her well deserved 

‘Community Service Award’.   
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Heidi Smith & Scotty Scodellaro 

2008 Community Service Award 

 
Heidi Smith is a very familiar name when it comes to Mission’s Adopt-A-Block program.  She 

began volunteering in 1998, and served as the President on the Board of Directors from 2002 to 

2006.  Heidi also volunteers on the Women’s Centre Board of Directors and is a volunteer 

coordinator for the Clarke Theatre ushers.   

 

Heidi likes her community to look nice, so it’s not a surprise to hear that she and her husband 

Scotty were one of the first to sign up for the painting project on Railway Avenue.  Together, this 

impressive couple got a team together and painted 10 buildings.  When all was said and done, 

their team volunteered over 200 hours. 

 

Heidi and Scotty are both former Correctional Service employees, and when they’re not busy 

volunteering, Heidi says that she likes travelling, hiking, music festivals, and working on 

community projects with Eric LeBlanc.  

 

On behalf of the District, Councillor Scott Etches will present this great duo with their well 

deserved ‘Community Service’ award. 
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Joan MacLatchy 

Freeman 

 
Joan graduated from high school in Salmon Arm and then from UBC and taught in Celista, 

Salmon Arm and Sicamous. She married her first husband in 1963 and lived in Prince George 

where their two sons were born and graduated from high school. While in Prince George, Joan 

served as a school trustee for seven years and as Board Chair for five of those years.  After her 

divorce she completed the PDP program at SFU and taught in Prince George from 1978 to 

1984.  

 

Joan moved to Mission in 1984 where she married Peter McLoughlin. In 1990 she was elected 

to Council for the first time. During that first term she worked diligently towards building the new 

library that was completed in 1994. Joan ran for mayor in 1993 but was defeated by 45 votes. 

During the following three years she joined the Board of Community Futures North Fraser and 

also continued working as a financial advisor.  

 

In 1996, Joan was re-elected to Council and served three terms, stepping down in 2005. During 

those terms she spent a number of years on the Fraser Valley Regional Library Board and was 

Chair for three years. 
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Since retiring from Council Joan joined the board of Lifetime Learning and has been the 

president for nearly three years. Joan remained a member of the Board of Community Futures 

North Fraser and assumed the role of Chair following the disclosure of serious financial 

difficulties.  Joan stepped down from the Board in September of this year with the organization 

well started on its way towards recovery. 

 

The District of Mission is very pleased and honoured to present Joan with the highest honour 

that can be bestowed to a citizen, and on behalf of the District, Mayor James Atebe will proudly 

present Joan MacLatchy with the honour of “Freeman”. 

 

2008 Community Service Award Recipients



Mal Wood 

Community Service Award 

 
Mal was born and raised in England and moved to Canada in 1972.  He began his distinguished 

career as a volunteer fire fighter with the Township of Langley, and in 1974 he joined the 

Mission Fire/Rescue Service.  After 36 years of wake up calls in the middle of the night, Mal 

says he is happily looking forward to his retirement in December, 2008. 

 

As well as being a great fire fighter, Mal is a great fundraiser.  Since 1985 he has organized 

hundreds of events to raise awareness and funding for Muscular Dystrophy.    He estimates that 

since 1985 the Mission Fire/Rescue Service has raised over $150,000 to help those who suffer 

from this devastating disorder.  In 1995 Mal became acquainted with Daniel Forden, a very 

special young boy from Mission who had been diagnosed with Duschennes Muscular 

Dystrophy.  Daniel soon captured the hearts of everyone he met and the Mission Fire/Rescue 

Service took him in as one of their own.  When Daniel passed away in 2001 at the age of 13, his 

friends at the Fire/Rescue Service honoured him as they would with any fallen hero and said 

goodbye to Daniel with a full firefighter’s send-off.  

 

The District of Mission is very thankful and proud of people like Mal, and on behalf of Mayor and 

Council, Councillor John Pearson will present him with his well deserved Community Service 

Award. 

2008 Community Service Award Recipients



Mission Association for Community Living 
 

Lifetime Achievement Award 
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Mission Emergency Social Services 

2008 Community Safety Award 

 
Mission Emergency Social Services has been active in Mission since the late 1980’s and 

depending on the emergency, such as the threat of potential flooding, volunteers can number 

over 100.   

 

Today’s award, however, is to recognize the core group of permanent, dedicated, and generous 

volunteers who are ready to respond 24 hours a day, seven days a week to emergencies and 

disasters of all sizes.   

 

It is not uncommon for these volunteers to sacrifice their own family routines and personal life to 

assist community members in need, and they do this with compassion and the understanding 

that it may take hours or sometimes days to help people through the distress of their 

emergency. 

 

Aside from responding to emergencies, these volunteers also attend 12 hours of training a 

month, and it is not unusual for most of them to volunteer an additional 10 to 15 hours a month 

preparing for community events or planning the team’s response to a never ending list of 

possible emergencies. 

2008 Community Service Award Recipients



 

Laurel Exner, the director for Emergency Social Services knows first hand how hard these 

volunteers work behind the scenes and can’t speak highly enough about the way they do their 

work with care, knowledge, and most importantly the fact that they do it out of the goodness of 

their hearts. 

 

The District is very fortunate to have such a dedicated group of individuals, and on behalf of the 

Emergency Services Team, Laurel Exner will accept their very well deserved award from 

Councillor John Pearson. 
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Mission Hospice Volunteer Team 

2008 Special Recognition Award 

 
The Mission Hospice Society, which was incorporated in 1985, consists of 4 staff members and 

79 amazing volunteers.  Since that time, they have been providing life enhancing support to 

individuals and families living with terminal illness, death, and grief.  They do this in a variety of 

settings including the Christine Morrison Hospice, Pleasant View Care Home, The Dr. Stuart 

Pavilion, Carrington House, the Cedars, and in the homes of individuals and families.  In 2007, 

this incredible group of people donated an outstanding 7,265 hours of service to the community. 

 

Hospice volunteers listen intently with compassionate hearts, share stories, and sit in silence.  

They hold hands and bear witness to the circle of life.  They provide an unhurried presence of 

comfort and support to the dying and encourage people to live their lives to the fullest until their 

very last breath.  Volunteers also work with the families faced with the loss of a loved one, 

helping them to find a way to live life beyond loss.   

 

In return for these gifts they offer, they ask for nothing beyond a sincere thank you or a heartfelt 

hug.  They go about their work quietly and diligently, but the impact they have on those they 

support is extraordinary. 
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On behalf of the Hospice Volunteers, Lillian Dudfield and Eleanor Lobb will accept their Special 

Recognition Award presented by Councillor Terry Gidda on behalf of the District of Mission. 
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Neighbourhood Planning Advisory Committee 

Special Recognition Award 

 
In 2007, the District of Mission Council appointed a group of individuals and charged them with 

the monumental task of “agreeing as a committee on an integrated neighbourhood plan for 

Neighbourhood One within the Silverdale Urban Residential area”.   

 

Under the leadership of Terry Lyster, the project planner for SW Mission, and various 

consultants engaged to assist in the process, this group rose to the challenge.  After hundreds 

of hours of reading reports, attending meetings and public consultations, a draft plan was 

produced and presented to council in August, 2008.   

 

The District of Mission Mayor and Council wish to extend a heartfelt thank you to this 

extraordinary group and to publicly acknowledge the amount of time and energy they devoted to 

developing the plan.   

 

On behalf of the District, Mayor James Atebe will proudly present the committee with their richly 

deserved ‘Special Recognition Award’.   

 

Mayor James Atebe will also present the following committee members with individual awards 

recognizing their valued contributions:  Bill Hamilton, Danny Plecas, David Keenan, Dirk 

Weyman, Jim Taylor, Joanne Long, Kim Koboszka, Margaret Eggen, Marilyn Boswyk, Mike 

Scudder, Rex Blane, Robert Demers, Ron Taylor, Ivy McLeod, and Kevin O’Beirne. 
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Russell Pattison 

2008 Against the Odds Achievement Award 

 
The only problem with awarding Russell Pattison with an “Against the Odds” award is that he is 

too busy being a successful person to have time to think about any odds.   

 

Russell has distinguished himself with his incredible dedication, energy and single-mindedness 

as one of the key organizers for the Mission Soapbox Derby and literally puts hundreds – maybe 

even thousands – of miles on his shoes every year speaking to businesses, volunteers, and 

participants in order to get the community involved. He is undeterred by weather or negative 

people, and always has his ear to the ground.  If a radio station, clown, ice cream vendor, 

cartoonist, coffee truck, or new volunteer is found to help out, it’s thanks to Russell.  And all the 

photos that make their way into the paper or onto our website?   You guessed it... Russell is the 

man behind those too.  With the help of his enthusiastic attitude, the Soapbox Derby is once 

again a great success.   

 

On behalf of the Mayor and Council, Councillor Paul Horn will present Russell with his very 

deserving award recognizing him as a true expert at working “Against the Odds”. 
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John and Shannon Pederson 

2008 Sports Volunteers of the Year 

 
John and Shannon both grew up in Maple Ridge.  John was a competitive soccer player and 

Shannon was involved in competitive swimming, theatre, and dance.  They were married in 

1989 and moved to Mission in 1992 with their daughter Samantha and son Jamieson. 

 

John began coaching soccer in 2002 and in 2007 he and Shannon co-founded Mission’s First 

U21 women’s team which he currently coaches. John also mentors junior coaches and helps 

them build their coaching skills.   

 

Shannon started her soccer life as a team mom and is now a trainer, fundraiser, manager, and 

‘supreme organizer’.  In addition to managing two teams, she is also the Resources & 

Communications Officer for the Soccer Club.   

 

The District of Mission is very appreciative of the many volunteer hours that John and Shannon 

contribute to the development of soccer in Mission, and on behalf of the District, Councillor Scott 

Etches will present them with their well deserved Sports Volunteer of the Year award. 
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Sharon Syrette 

Freeman 

 
Sharon received her B Ed in Education with a special education major from the University of 

Victoria in the late 1960’s and began her career as an elementary school teacher, which 

included two years teaching in East Africa. 

 

Her lifetime interest in diverse cultures and grassroots involvement in finding solutions to 

community challenges has kept Sharon very busy.  Her contributions to Mission are vast and 

include membership or serving as a board member with many organizations, including Lifetime 

Learning Society, Mission Community Services, Valley Women’s Network, Mission Transition 

House Society, Mission’s Marlin’s Swim Club, Mission Association for Social Planning, Heritage 

Places, Mission’s Farmer’s Market Society, and the Cultural Resources Commission. 

 

Sharon is also a published writer, and has worked with numerous groups to assist them with 

setting priorities, managing resources, developing systems and procedures, and assisting them 

with fundraising and teambuilding. 

 

Sharon is also a dedicated family person; she and her husband Harold have three children, 

numerous foster children and 7 grandchildren. 

 

The District of Mission is very pleased and honoured to present Sharon with the highest honour 
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that can be bestowed to a citizen, and on behalf of the District, Mayor James Atebe will proudly 

present Sharon Syrette with the honour of “Freeman”. 
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Shirley Olson 
 

2008 Sports Volunteer of the Year 
 

 
 

Anyone who spends time at the curling rink is no doubt familiar with Shirley Olson.  A long time 

member of the Mission Curling Club, Shirley has served on the Board for many years, including 

6 years as President.   

 

Shirley has spent a lifetime promoting the Mission Curling Club and to many she is the driving 

force that keeps the club going.    When she is not organizing tournaments, she is looking at 

ways to get sponsors and thinking of ways to make the club better.  Over the years she has 

organized events such as the Senior & Masters Playdowns and the Juvenile Playdowns for Curl 

BC.  As well, Shirley has represented the curling club at Zone meetings and was selected by 

Curl BC to represent the District in the International Tankard held in Seattle.  

 

Shirley’s dad, Freeman Chuck Harrington, would have been very proud of his daughter today. 

 

On behalf of the District, Councillor John Pearson, will present Shirley with her well deserved 

‘Sports Volunteer of the Year’ award. 
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The Pentones 

2008 Special Recognition Award 

 
For many years a group of men and women from Abbotsford, Mission, and Maple Ridge called 

the Valley Singers, led by Ron Schaufert, has been entertaining the residents of Seniors’ Homes 

throughout the area from September to May.  When Harry Vogel joined the Valley Singers, he 

and Ron decided that they would like to continue singing through the summer.  They were soon 

joined by Margaret Madden, Donna Cawley and Esther Un-Rau.    

 

A creative mix of the word “Pent” representing their five members and the word ‘Tones” came 

together to create “The Pentones”.  Since their formation, the Pentones have become very 

popular with the seniors, mixing music with humour, and encouraging the seniors to join in with 

the singing.  They accept no remuneration for their performances and instead reap the reward of 

happy audiences. 

 

On behalf of the District, Councillor Terry Gidda will present The Pentones with their Special 

Recognition Award, after which they will perform a short medley of songs.   
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Tom O’Malley 
 

Lifetime Achievement Award 
 

 
 

Tom was born in New York City, and met his wife Betty in London’s Trafalgar Square in 1970.  

After 2 years of writing to each other, Tom decided to vacation in Abbotsford where Betty was 

living, and as they say …. ‘The rest is history’.  Tom and Betty have 2 sons and have lived in 

Mission for 34 years.   

 

Tom is being honoured today for his exemplary contributions as a volunteer in the District of 

Mission.  His work with Scouts Canada has spanned 25 years and has involved thousands of 

hours of committed time and energy.  Six years ago his brother-in-law Abe Neufeld, gently 

persuaded him to become involved with Mission Community Services, and as a result Tom has 

been a member of the board of directors for six years, and treasurer for 2 years.  He is also the 

treasurer for the Cedar Valley Mennonite Church. 

 

On behalf of the Mayor and Council, Councillor Jenny Stevens will present Mr. O’Malley with his 

well deserved ‘Lifetime Achievement’ award.   
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Tony Carter 

2008 Against the Odds Achievement Award 

 
If you happen to be downtown Mission on Monday and Friday mornings, you have likely met 

Tony Carter.  He is the one that you will notice is busy picking up litter and generally keeping the 

area tidy and clean.   

 

His cheerful attitude and high energy are a wining combination, and anyone who meets him 

agrees that Tony truly is ‘one of a kind’.   

 

Tony also volunteers at Mission Community Services 3 days a week where he gives a helping 

hand sorting the many items that come in as donations.   

 

Tony is also a dedicated volunteer at the Twilight Concerts and the Mission Music Folk Festival. 

   

Not one to sit idle, he also enjoys bowling, floor hockey, curling, soccer, soft ball, and track.  

 

The District of Mission is very appreciative of Tony and all the great work he does, and on behalf 

of the District, Councillor Heather Stewart will proudly present him with his well deserved 

“Against the Odds Achievement’ award. 
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William “Bill” McAuley 

2008 Arts and Culture Service Award 

 
Bill is being acknowledged today for his contributions to the development of Arts and Culture in 

Mission, particularly the outstanding work he has done at the Fraser River Heritage Park.   

 

Bill joined the Mission Heritage Association as a member of the Board of Directors in 2002, and 

has served with distinction in several capacities, including President for two terms.   

 

Under Bill’s energetic and committed leadership, the focus on arts and culture has expanded at 

the park.  This year’s Old Car Sunday was attended by over 20,000 people and the Envision 

Twilight Concerts attracted over 18,000.   

 

Bill has also been instrumental in initiating projects of cultural significance such as the 

restoration of the old orchard on the northern boundary of the park, and the creation of a 

“Heritage Walk” through the park that will consist of storyboards explaining the cultural, 

geographical, and historical importance of the park to Mission.   

 

Bill and his wife of 42 years, Elspeth, have two children, Jennifer and Michael, and live on 

Silvermere Lake in Silverdale. 
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The District of Mission is very thankful for the work Bill has done for the community and on 

behalf of the District, Councillor Scott Etches will present him with the ‘2008 Arts and Culture 

Service Award’. 
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Daniel Crich 

 
Community Service Award (under age 25) 

 
 

Daniel Crich is a 17 year old graduate student at Heritage Park Secondary who is being 

recognized today for his community spirit and youth leadership skills.   

 

During the past 4 years this amazing young man has logged in over 150 hours 

volunteering with the Leadership Program at Heritage Secondary, over 350 hours 

coaching U11 and U12 soccer, over 80 hours at the World Police and Fire Games in 

Vancouver, 160 hours for the opening ceremony of the 2010 Winter Games, and 

countless hours organizing the Underwear Affair, which raised $3,000 for cancer 

research.   

 

Daniel believes that his volunteering experience has played a significant role in 

determining his choices for the future.  He has an intense interest in law enforcement 

and policing and will be attending the University of the Fraser Valley to achieve a 

Bachelor of Arts in Criminology.   

 

The District of Mission applauds and commends Daniel for his attitude and the 

contributions he has made to our community.  He is an exemplary role model for all 

youth to aspire to. 
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Xenia (pronounced Ksenya) von Rosen 

 
Community Service Award 

 
 

Xenia von Rosen, also known as Sunny, is being recognized today for her community 

spirit and volunteerism with the Mission Community Services in their Multicultural 

Department.  Sunny has been volunteering at Community Services for over 10 years 

and we are told that she is “the” icon of multicultural services and events in Mission.   

 

Sunny is a dedicated and committed volunteer who is passionate about promoting 

multicultural understanding in Mission and is described as a person who is self 

motivated, wise, and always willing to work as hard as it takes to get the job done.  

Whether it’s organizing a multicultural event or organizing a workshop, Sunny does it 

with a smile on her face.  She also tutors ESL students and is a member of the Mission 

Ladies Hospital Auxiliary where she also volunteers many hours working in their thrift 

shop on First Avenue.   

 

Sunny is an exemplary volunteer and a valued member of our community.   
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Julie Hartland 
 

Community Service Award 
 
 

Julie Hartland is being recognized today for the thousands of volunteer hours she has 

devoted to animal advocate groups such as the Fraser Valley Humane Society, the 

Elizabeth Wildlife Centre, and most recently with SAINTS (Senior Animals in Need 

Today Society).  She is described as the hardest working person ever, constantly 

looking for, and thinking of ways to raise funds to help the animals she so loves.  

Volunteering is a full time job for Julie.  If she’s not collecting bottles and cans, she is 

shopping for supplies, selling 50/50 tickets, or organizing plant sales.  She is a 

fundraiser extraordinaire! 

 

Julie is passionate about animal welfare.  If you are an animal in need, Julie will be 

there for you.  Her love and commitment has no bounds and she will work day and night 

to make sure that her animal friends are safe, healthy, and well cared for.   

 

Julie also loves a clean community.  When she’s not busy looking after animals, you 

can find her working with the Mission Adopt-A-Block program picking up litter and 

making our world a nicer place to live.  Julie is an inspiration to everyone she meets and 

her exemplary community service serves as a role model for all of us to follow.   She is 

an incredibly caring and loving person who gives totally and completely to the causes 

she cares for. 
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William (Bill) Grieve 
 

Sports Volunteer of the Year 
 

 

Bill Grieve, better known as ‘Coach Bill’ has coached minor hockey in Mission for the 

past 8 years.  His commitment and ability to get the best out of each of his players is 

what makes Bill one of the best coaches Mission Minor Hockey has ever had.  During 

the past five years, Bill has taken his players to the provincials, and this year, his Midget 

A Team, brought home a silver medal.   

 

Not only does Bill set objectives for his team, he sets personal goals for each player and 

helps them achieve these goals.  He is an excellent coach and knows exactly how to 

challenge and get the best out of his players.  Because of his leadership, many of 

Mission’s young hockey players have experienced the thrill of playing at the provincial 

level.   

 

 

(As Bill was not available to accept his award, his wife, Natalie, graciously agreed to do 

so in his absence.) 
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The Reed Family 

 
Citizens of the Year 

 
 

Normally, the distinguished Citizen of the Year Award is presented to an individual who 

has demonstrated extraordinary volunteer service in the community.  This year, council 

is doing something different … they are presenting this award to the Reed Family.  

Parents Bob and Leslie have made volunteering a family affair, encouraging their 

children, Emily, Katherine, Dianna, and Thomas to contribute their time and energy to 

the community in which they live.  From fundraising, to serving on boards, to organizing 

events, to coaching sports, this family is amazing.  

 

For example, Bob has coordinated over 200 charity BBQs in Mission and the Lower 

Mainland and is the founding member of Ride for Dad and Ride to Live.  In 2008-2009 

Ride for Dad raised over $300,000 for prostate cancer education and research.    Leslie 

is a director of the Mission Hospice Society and has been co-chair of their annual 

Hospice gala for the past 5 years.  Although these are just examples of Bob and Leslie’s 

contributions to the community, these are fundraisers and causes that the whole family 

gets involved in.  Emily, Katherine, Dianna, and Thomas are also avid sports 

enthusiasts and have all volunteered as volleyball and basketball coaches.  They also 

volunteer at the Lions Club Christmas Train.  In addition to all of this, Dianna recently 

traveled to Mexico to help build an orphanage, Emily coached the Mission Special 

Olympics Swim Team, Katherine is a volunteer referee for basketball in the Fraser 

Valley, and Thomas, who holds a junior black belt in Karate, now instructs new 
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members. 

 

The Reeds have raised the bar for family volunteerism in Mission and are to be 

commended for their dedication and service to the community.    
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Lee Kwidzinski 

 
Arts and Culture Service Award 

 
 

Lee was born in Mission and raised in Kamloops.  In 1996 she returned to Mission and 

for the past 14 years has been a driving force in the community arts scene, volunteering 

her time and talents as a choreographer and dance instructor at the Fraser Valley Youth 

Dance Theatre.  In a typical week, Lee will volunteer in excess of 20 hours working with 

the dancers and producing public performances to raise money for various charitable 

causes.   

 

Aside from performing at small local community venues like schools and seniors’ 

homes, Lee and her dancers, have successfully staged 3 large scale productions at the 

Clarke Theatre, including “Rocka My Soul” that raised over $5,000 for orphans in Sri 

Lanka; “Jailhouse Rock” which raised over $5,000 for the local Lion’s Club; and “E-

motion Elders in Motion” in which stories from Mission’s seniors were brought to life on 

stage. 

 

“In the Company of Elders”, Lee’s latest effort, was created in the fall of 2008 and is still 

running.  This inter-generational ballet program brings together under-privileged youth 
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who cannot afford dance classes and residents of Pleasant View Care Home.  This 

program recently received provincial recognition from the BC Care Providers and was 

honoured with the “Human Spirit Award”. 

 

Lee is an exemplary volunteer and her contributions to Mission are very much 

appreciated.   
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Mission Heritage Association Volunteers 

 
Arts and Culture Service Award 

 
 

Led by visionary Norma Kenney, a group of passionate Mission residents formed the 

Mission Heritage Association in 1980 for the purpose of creating a heritage park in 

Mission.   This dedicated group took on the daunting task of lobbying the government to 

have the former St. Mary’s site dedicated as parkland.  In 1985, this 44 acre site was 

officially declared parkland.   

 

This year marks the 25th anniversary of the Fraser River Heritage Park and it is very 

fitting that the hundreds of volunteers who have worked tirelessly to transform this site 

into a world class park be formally recognized and thanked for the jewel they have 

created.  Anyone who visits the park can clearly see how much work and how many 

hours go into tending the gardens and enhancing the facilities.  Over the years, this park 

has become the arts and cultural centre of Mission.  Events such as the Envision 

Twilight Concerts, Canada Day Celebrations, the Folk Music Festival, Old Car Sunday 

and the Lady of Lourdes Pilgrimage would not exist if it wasn’t for the thousands of 

hours these dedicated volunteers contribute.  Year after year, they work diligently to 

keep the park beautiful and take on projects such as the ongoing restoration of the 
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heritage orchard.  There is not an inch of the park that does not bear the stamp of 

countless hours of volunteer work, dedication, and love.   

 

We owe a debt of gratitude to these volunteers who have made the park what it is 

today. 

 

(Bill McAuley accepted the award on behalf of this amazing group of volunteers.) 
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Kulwinder ‘Ken’ Herar 
 

Arts & Culture Service Award 
 
 

Ken Harar is a newspaper columnist who has been writing about cultural diversity 

issues in the Mission/Abbotsford area for the past 15 years.  He also writes for other 

publications throughout the Lower Mainland, including the South Asian Link.  His 

articles are informative and thought provoking.  In 2007 his work was recognized when 

he was named Champion of Diversity at the annual Fraser Valley Cultural Diversity 

Awards organized by Abbotsford Community Services.  Born and raised in Mission, 

Ken’s family has deep roots in Mission’s Indo-Canadian community. 

 

Through dialogue with his readers, Ken is able to promote understanding by 

emphasizing the importance of integrating all cultures to build one healthy community.  

For example, Ken organized and promoted an annual essay writing contest for students 

on the subject of building an inclusive community.  He has also captured the 

imagination of Mission high school students by talking to them directly about cultural 

diversity and inclusiveness.  His voice offers hope for those who experience isolation, 

misunderstanding, and racism. 

 

Ken is described as a young energetic thinker who is working hard to bring a positive 
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change for better understanding and building cross-cultural relations.  He is also 

described as a “bridge-builder”, attending multicultural functions, youth clubs, and 

business meetings to spread the value of tolerance, diversity, and compassion. 
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Jean Kask 

 
Against the Odds Achievement Award 

 
 

Despite a lifelong battle with mental illness, Jean Kask is being honoured today for her 

volunteer contributions to the community and the world.  She was first diagnosed in 

1975 with manic-depression, now called Bi-Polar Affective Mood disorder.  This disorder 

is characterized by periods of extreme energy, vitality and enthusiasm, to the point 

where they only require a few hours sleep, and take on far too many tasks.  These 

periods of mania are followed by periods of deep depression, often lasting weeks or 

months. 

 

Despite her struggle, and with the support of friends, family, and God, Jean has found a 

way to channel her episodic energy into endeavors that benefit the community.  She is 

the coordinator of volunteers for the Mission Blood donor clinics; she is a member of the 

Mission Memorial Hospital Auxiliary and co-ordinates volunteers who accompany 

residents from the Extended Care Unit on bus outings.  She has a love of flowers and 

volunteers to provide bouquets for community groups and her church each week.  She 

is a very active member in Mission’s Community in Bloom Committee and is a key 

organizer for their annual fundraising garden parties.  She is also an active member of 

several other community groups and organizations in Mission, Abbotsford, and 

Vancouver.  In addition to this she recently traveled to Thailand to assist a team of 
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dentists sent by the Rotary Club to do voluntary dentistry in orphanages and villages. 

 

Jean is an example of someone who has found a way to use her disability for the good 

of the community.   
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Sandy Forward and her dog Murphy 

 
Special Accomplishment Award 

 
 

Sandy Forward and her bright eyed gentle dog Murphy are being recognized today for 

the many hours they volunteer at the Mission Memorial Hospital bringing comfort and 

joy to patients in the acute ward and at the Christine Morrison Hospice.  Sandy and 

Murphy also volunteer between 10 to 30 hours a week at the Circle F Horse Rescue 

Centre in Matsqui, where Murphy brings his sister Shasta along to work with the horses. 

 

Murphy is a four year old Golden doodle … a cross between a golden retriever and a 

standard poodle.  He is incredibly smart and takes his job very seriously and 

responsibly.   Whether he is sitting with a patient at their bedside, or receiving hugs from 

a family member, Murphy’s calm and healing presence benefits everyone he meets.  

Murphy is also very intuitive and is able to sense very quickly whether or not patients 

want to meet him, or prefer to be left alone.   

 

Murphy graduated at the top of his class at the St. John’s Ambulance Dog Therapy 

Program where he learned to work around hospital equipment, elevators, and crowds.  
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Sandy also had to take courses and attend a training program in order to volunteer with 

Murphy.  In addition to bringing smiles and receiving hugs from patients and families, 

Murphy has also won the hearts of staff throughout the hospital.  Rumour has it that 

doggie treats are stashed all around the place, just waiting for Murphy to visit!     
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Steelhead Community Association 

 
Special Accomplishment Award 

 

 

The Steelhead Community Association is being presented today with a Special 

Accomplishment Award in recognition of the tremendous task they undertook when they 

decided to turn their dream of having a local community hall and meeting place into a 

reality. 

 

This enormous task was undertaken by a dedicated group of residents in the Steelhead 

area.  Local disasters such as the windfall of trees, lengthy power outages, loss of 

telephone services, and bad snow storms have cut residents off from the outside world.  

As a result of these events, it became very clear that the community needed a place 

where residents could meet to join forces and help each other.   

 

The community spirit which has been building as the community hall nears completion 

is amazing.  Fundraising activities such as Easter egg hunts, burger and beer 

fundraisers, selling cookies and chocolates, bottle drives, chopping and selling firewood 
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are some examples of how this great group of people got together to raise money for 

their community hall.  Council is very appreciative of this significant undertaking and the 

benefits that a community hall will bring to already tight knit community. 

 

(Mark Diamond, chair of the Steelhead Community Association, accepted the award on 

behalf of the Association.) 
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Mission and District Soapbox Derby Association 

Special Accomplishment Award 
 

The Mission and District Soapbox Derby Association is being recognized today for the 

amazing job they have done re-establishing the Annual Soapbox Derby.  As many of 

you know, the derby initially started in the 1950’s by the Mission and District Lions’ Club. 

After 25 years of dormancy, the Soapbox Derby was brought back to life in 1998 by a 

group of dedicated volunteers, community organizations, and local businesses.  In an 

era when all other communities have seen their derbies die out, Mission’s derby has 

been strengthening and growing.  This innovative and committed group of volunteers 

have worked tirelessly to improve the Soapbox Derby every year.  Last year, the 

association decided that they would help any child who wanted to race.  Together they 

funded and built cars so that any child, regardless of their financial ability, or whether or 

not they had a car to race, was able to race. 

The public may only see the Soapbox Derby on race day, but each derby takes a year 

to organize – and if it rains on race day, it needs to be planned all over again.  

Organizers give up hours recruiting racers, volunteers, and sponsors.  Their homes and 

garages are filled with t-shirts, signs, trophies, and derby cars.  They know more about 

stacking and moving hay bales than any human being should ever need to know.  Even 

when one of their leaders and founders, Dave Adams, passed away suddenly before 

race day, the show went on.   

Indeed, it takes a special breed to set up this event, but these volunteers always do it 

with smiles on their faces.  And if you ask them if it’s all worth it, they’ll tell you, “As soon 
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as you see those kids grinning at the finish line, we consider ourselves to be paid in 

full.” 

 

 

(Remco Bergman, president of the Mission and District Soapbox Derby Association, 

accepted the award on behalf of the Association.) 
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Mission Search and Rescue 
 

Crime Prevention and Community Safety Award 
 

 

The members of the Mission Search and Rescue Team are being recognized today for 

the extraordinary volunteer service they provide to Mission and area residents.  This 

highly trained group of dedicated men and women assist in the recovery of lost or 

injured persons and are ready on a moment’s notice to go to work.  Whether it’s 

recovering an injured ATV rider who’s fallen over an embankment or heading out in the 

middle of the night to recover the body of a missing boater, these volunteers are willing 

ready, and able.   

 

In addition to working with the RCMP, Fire Department, and other agencies, they also 

provide public information and education programs to schools, youth organizations and 

other interested groups. 

  

This non-profit society was created in 1981 and has grown into a team that any city 

would be proud of.  Over the years they have worked hard to increase their fleet of 

rescue equipment which includes 2 rescue trucks, a command truck, a high powered jet 

boat, a hard bottom inflatable boat, and an argo amphibious vehicle.   
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The Mission Search and Rescue team consists of approximately 25 active members 

and although they are volunteers, the life saving service they provide requires that the 

standards of Unpaid Professionals be maintained when assisting Municipal, Provincial 

and Federal agencies.   

 

 
(Dan Elliot, SAR president, and Gary Swan SAR vice-president, accepted the award on 

behalf of the team.)
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Rhona Jacobsen 

 
Lifetime Achievement Award 

 
 
Rhona Jacobsen has been a volunteer in Mission since the 1950’s.  She is being 

presented today with a Lifetime Achievement Award in recognition of the decades she 

has volunteered with organizations such the Legion, the Hospital Auxiliary, Pathfinders, 

the Heritage Park Association, and the Mission Museum.  She is also a lifetime member 

of the Old Age Pensioners’ Association and Lifetime Learning.  This incredible lady will 

be 90 years old in July and yet she continues to serve the community.  One of her most 

recent projects was working with BC Transit to improve Mission’s transit system for 

seniors and residents of Mission. 

 

On October 11, 1941 Rhona married Ernie Jacobsen.  Almost immediately Ernie went 

overseas to fight in the war as a medic in the Army Medical Core.  While he was away, 

Rhona and her infant son moved to Matsqui.  While she was waiting for her husband to 

return home safe and sound, she spent hours and hours knitting sweaters and socks for 

the Red Cross.  In 1946, after Ernie’s safe return from the ward, they moved and settled 

in Mission.    
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Anyone who knows the Jacobsens’ is likely very familiar with Ernie’s amazing rose 

garden.  And just to be clear, we are not talking about your every day run of the mill 

rose garden … they had 701 rose bushes!  When Ernie passed away in 2001 Rhona 

generously donated 300 of Ernie’s roses to the Fraser River Heritage Park where they 

continue to be enjoyed by park visitors. 

 

Rhona is a true lifelong volunteer and an inspiration for all of us.  For almost 60 years 

she has been actively contributing to the well being of our community.  When asked why 

she does it, she simply states that it’s “because I like helping others”.   
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Margaret Clifton 

 
Lifetime Achievement Award 

 
 

Margaret Clifton has lived in Mission for 30 years and over this time she has 

volunteered thousands of hours to numerous groups and organizations.  She is the type 

of person that loves what she does and is quite happy working quietly behind the 

scenes.  Recently retired, the pages in Margaret’s Day-Timer are filled with one 

volunteer commitment after another. One of her interests is helping people improve their 

language skills and for the past several years she has led English conversation groups, 

helping individuals improve their English and communication skills.   

 

Margaret is also a great supporter of the Mission Adopt-A-Block program and for 8 

years she has been a steady and reliable volunteer.   She is also a long time volunteer 

at the Women’s Resource Society helping women get their lives back on track.  Not one 

to sit idle, Margaret is also a fantastic knitter and is a member of several knitting circles 

including the Revolutionary Knitting Circle who make items, sell them, and donate all 

funds to various charities.  Margaret is also an avid runner, cook, and gardener, and 

one day a week she even finds the time and energy to help her young friend Jamie 

Hayes look after her 9 month old twins.  Jamie cannot say enough about Margaret and 

describes her as an incredible role model, an amazing person, and, most importantly, 

someone who has helped her become a better mom.   
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Cindy Kelly 

 
Lifetime Achievement Award 

 
 

Did you know that Cindy Kelly was one of the original pioneers of Mission Adopt-A-

Block Society in 1994?  She has been there from the beginning, nurturing and shaping 

Adopt-A-block into what it is today and she continues to this day serving as president on 

the board of directors.  This lady, who already had a busy life working for the Fraser 

Valley Health Authority and taking care of her family and home, continues to carry the 

litter control torch in the District of Mission.  Her husband, Martin, also deserves 

recognition for the role he has played in support of this important program.  With a mop 

on his head and wearing a beautiful pink dress, Martin transforms himself into “Auntie 

Litter” advocating for the program and educating people about litter control.     

 

For 14 years, Cindy has been the glue and the inspiration behind this small but very 

important program.  You might say that she ‘had a dream’ … and because of her and 

other likeminded people, her dream of a litter free community is now supported by over 

140 family households and 25 community groups who are committed to regular clean-

ups of their neighbourhood and other selected areas.  Not only are they participating in 

a great cause, they are setting an example for all of us on the importance and benefits 

of becoming environmentally responsible.  Because of Cindy and these dedicated 

volunteers, Mission is a more beautiful and healthier place to live.   
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Mission and District Lions Club 

 
Long Term Distinguished Service Award 

 

The Mission and District Lions Club is being honoured today for their 60 years of service 

to the community and the countless acts of philanthropy they have bestowed to various 

individuals and organizations in the District of Mission.  This dedicated group of men 

and women have worked quietly behind the scenes raising money to help those less 

fortunate.  If there is a need, they are there to lend a hand and are always helping out 

by either donating money or purchasing items such as wheelchair lifts, ramps for the 

handicapped at their homes, hearing aids, special computers, etc.  As with other Lions 

Club, one of their greatest causes is collecting eye glasses for distribution to those who 

could not otherwise afford them.  They also support many local groups including the 

Mission Memorial Hospital, Pleasant View Care Home, Mission Search and Rescue, the 

Heart and Stroke Foundation, Canadian Cancer Society, the Kidney Foundation, and 

the annual Soap Box Derby.  One of their biggest and most popular events is their 

December 25th “Dinner for the Lonely”.  This special dinner is held at the ABC Family 

Restaurant and members of the club voluntarily give up a few hours of their own 

Christmas to make someone else’s a little happier.   

 

As of July 1st this year, the Mission and District Lions Club will unfortunately cease to 

exist.  The members are getting on in years and can no longer continue.  The District of 

Mission has benefited greatly from their generosity and they will be missed.  Council 
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would therefore like to take this opportunity to say a heartfelt “Thank You” and to 

recognize life members Barb and Buster Beaton and Dave and Erna Friesen.  Other 

long serving members worthy of recognition include Richard and Marilyn Butchart, Terry 

Gidda, Mike Donnatelli, Ted Driscoll, Bill McDonald, George Millett, Bob and Ruth 

Myers, Wendy Wenberg, Rosina Swyck, Richard and Pamela Wigley, and the late Dave 

Adams.   

 

Our community is a better place because of the Mission and District Lions Club. 

 
 

(Life members, Buster Beaton and Dave Friesen, accepted the award on behalf of the 

club.) 
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Dennis Derrough (pronounced Darrow) 
 

Freeman of the City Award 
 
 
Dennis Derrough has lived in Mission all of his life.  He and his wife Jean raised their 

children here and for 41 years he was the successful owner of Pioneer Dodge on First 

Avenue. 

 

This humble and genuinely kind man has dedicated much of his energy and time to 

improving and giving to the community.  Over the years he has given generously and 

quietly to the residents of Mission.  He is also a great supporter of many groups and 

organizations including the Kinsmen Club, the Chamber of Commerce, and Ducks 

Unlimited.  For the past six years Dennis and his wife have been serving breakfast, 

always with plenty of smiles and chats, twice a month to the residents of Pleasant View 

Care Home.  For over 10 years he has also been an active member of the Mission 

Community Foundation and currently serves as a member of the board and as chair of 

the distribution committee.  He was also a member of the Mission Memorial Hospital 

Board of Directors for 10 years before it was regionalized, and served as Chair of the 

Board from 1987 to 1989.   

 

Dennis is described as a man who always puts Mission first.  His calm yet determined 

nature fosters collaboration and participation in every situation.  He is an inspirational 
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and exemplary citizen who considers it a privilege to serve his community.  The District 

of Mission appreciates and values this model citizen and wish to honour him with the 

highest recognition that can be bestowed to a citizen.   
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Thomas O’Beirne 
 

Freeman of the City Award 
 

Thomas O’Beirne moved to Mission in 1962 where he and his wife Joyce raised their 

family in Silverhill.  As long time President of the Southwest Mission Ratepayers 

Association, he has been an exceptional advocate on behalf of Mission, especially for 

our rural neighbourhoods.  His leadership style is consistently statesmanlike, informed 

and respectful.  He was the driving force behind many projects including the 

construction of Fire hall # 3, building a picnic shelter at Wren Park, the building of tennis 

courts in Silverhill, bringing water to Silverdale School, and the re-roofing of Silverhill 

Hall.   For several years, Thomas was also a member of the District of Mission Heritage 

Commission where his wise and quiet influence assisted the commission in its heritage 

pursuits. Thomas is a consummate contributor who puts community first and inspires 

other to do the same. 

 

As a neighbour, Thomas also stands out.  His Irish eyes are, indeed, always smiling and 

he is quick to help others in need.  Under his governance, the Southwest Mission 

Ratepayers Association is a true community group; raising funds for scholarships and 

children’s groups; honouring veterans; celebrating special occasions with those in the 

community; reaching out to people who are sick and sending condolences to families 

who are grieving.  Thomas defines the concept of community and Mission is a stronger 

and better community because of him.   
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Samantha Reeve 

Community Service Award (under age 25 category) 

Samantha Reeve has demonstrated consistent and reliable commitment to the youth of 
our community.  She is being recognized today with the Community Service Award for 
individuals under the age of 25 for her participation and leadership in the Social 
Development 40 Developmental Assets Working Group.   
Samantha began volunteering with the Social Development working group during her 
final year of high school.  Although she has since graduated, she continues to have an 
active leadership role within the working group.  Most recently, Samantha dedicated her 
time and energy to put together a youth-led workshop series for the public on the 40 
Developmental Assets survey results.   
Sam is a mentor for other youth in Mission, and has been a key player in coordinating 
and promoting poster contests and youth events in Mission.  She believes that 
volunteering is a fun way to contribute to the community, and overcoming certain 
challenges has enabled her to give back to others.  She is currently studying languages 
at the University of the Fraser Valley. 
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Dale Gatin 

Sports Volunteer of the Year 

Dale Gatin is being recognized today for his contribution to amateur sport in the District 
of Mission.   
Dale began boxing at the age of 11.  He competed as an amateur throughout high 
school and, as an adult, Dale turned to coaching, something he has been doing now for 
over a decade.  In 2005, Dale started the Mission City Boxing Club, a non-profit society, 
as his way of giving back to the youth of our community.  The club is open to people of 
all ages who want to work out in a friendly environment without fear of harassment.  Its 
motto is “Helping Kids Through Sport”. 
Dale is dedicated to helping young people develop a strong work ethic, self-control, 
discipline, physical conditioning and the tools necessary to deal with day-to-day life 
challenges.  Dale says that he is honoured to be able to share his knowledge and 
experience with the next generation of boxers. 
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Amanda Peebles 

Against the Odds Achievement Award 

Amanda Peebles is a remarkable young woman who has faced many challenges in her 
life.  She is being presented today with the Against the Odds Achievement Award in 
recognition of her ongoing volunteerism and her efforts on behalf of others with 
developmental barriers.   
Born with a developmental disability, Amanda entered elementary school barely able to 
communicate, with very poor motor skills, and few social skills.  With help from her 
family and the school system, and with a great deal of hard work and determination, she 
has conquered many of her challenges.  
After high school, Amanda attended and graduated from the University of the Fraser 
Valley TASK program, where she received a diploma in food safety and first aid, and 
she studied in the Community Support program through the Mission Association for 
Community Living.   
Amanda has volunteered with the Salvation Army and her former high school.  She 
currently volunteers with Meals on Wheels, the Illuminaria Festival, the food bank, and 
Pleasant View nursing home.  Amanda is also a member of the Share Your Light Choir. 
Four years ago, Amanda became a Big Sister for youth with disabilities.  She 
participates in Special Olympics floor hockey, soccer, softball, bowling, and track and 
field, and has won numerous medals.   

2011 Community Service Award Recipients



Danny Jakobs 

Sports Volunteer of the Year Award 

Danny Jakobs has lived in Mission for 20 years and started volunteering shortly after 
arriving in here as a way of giving back to the community.  He is being recognized today 
with the Sports Volunteer of the Year Award for his tireless efforts on behalf of Mission‟s 
young athletes. 
Danny is a dedicated volunteer and sets a high standard for himself in terms of the 
quality of his work.  He coaches football, basketball, track and field, and golf and 
dedicates literally hundreds of hours each year to his various teams.  Danny is a caring 
individual who is passionate about the development of young people and has the ability 
to bring out the very best in them.  He is a mentor who has impacted the lives of many 
Mission athletes over the past two decades. 
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Mady Pechler  

Arts and Culture Service Award 

Mady Pechler moved to Mission a few years ago from Holland and quickly established 
herself as an enthusiastic volunteer in our community.  She is being recognized today 
with the Arts and Culture Service Award for her dedication to promoting the arts in our 
community. 
Mady served two terms on the Board of Directors and became President of the Mission 
Arts Council last September.  As both an artist and a patron of the arts, Mady promotes 
artistic spirit and cultural endeavours in the community through her graphic art designs.  
She organizes events to raise funds for arts programs and encourages others to pursue 
and participate in various art forms.  
Mady spends a lot of time online, working to showcase local talent, promote art and 
highlight cultural interests and events in our community.  She and her family are also 
involved in organizing, promoting and encouraging youth to participate in the Mission 
Soapbox Derby.  
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Curtis Chaplin 

Sports Volunteer of the Year Award 

A lifelong resident of Mission, Curtis Chaplin is committed to promoting athletics in the 
community.  He is being recognized today with the Sports Volunteer of the Year Award 
for his dedication to reviving the Wildcats Volleyball Club. 
After a long hiatus in our community, the Wildcats Volleyball Club was brought back to 
life four years ago.   In the beginning, 19 eager youths made up two teams that 
practiced once or twice a week, and played in a few tournaments.   Since that time, the 
club has grown to host both boys and girls teams, and there are over 40 young people 
that proudly wear the Wildcats uniform.  The teams will be competing across the Lower 
Mainland and BC, and two teams will also be heading to the Western Canada nationals 
this year.   
Curtis Chaplin is the hardworking head coach of the Wildcats Volleyball Club.  His 
unmatched enthusiasm, dedication, and love of the game have been instrumental to the 
revival of this sport in our community.  Curtis leads practices 6 days a week for at least 
two hours a day.  He also coaches during tournaments, and when he‟s not on the court, 
he can often be found creating new practice plans for his teams or reading about how to 
enhance his coaching skills.  Curtis is a role model and mentor.   He is always available 
to answer questions, and is working to create successful athletes and respectful young 
adults.  He is very passionate about the sport and wants to bring out the best in each 
player.   
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As Ms. Norman was unable to attend the June 11, 2011 event, her award will be 
presented to her at the July 25, 2011 Regular Council Meeting. 

 

 

Kristina Marie Norman 

Community Service Award (under age 25 category) 

Kristina Marie Norman began volunteering while still a student at Hatzic Secondary 
School and, as a young adult, has continued to give of her time to a variety of different 
community organizations.  Kristina Marie is being recognized today with the Community 
Service Award for individuals under the age of 25 for her commitment to volunteerism 
and her support of other young people within the District of Mission. 
Kristina Marie is a Beaver leader for the 4th Mission Scouting group and has been part 
of the Big Brothers Big Sisters In-School Mentoring Program since 2009.  She also 
volunteers her time two afternoons a week in an after-school homework club at Hatzic 
High School, supporting students who struggle with the math curriculum.  She is a very 
service-oriented individual, with a kind and giving personality, and is considered a 
valuable asset to organizations that she serves.  
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Mission Mobile Patrol 

Crime Prevention and Community Service Award 

The Mission Mobile Patrol is comprised of 16 dedicated volunteers ranging in age from 
19 to 70.  The group is being recognized today for the extraordinary volunteer service 
that they provide to the residents of Mission. 
The team works with District of Mission bylaw officers to deal with graffiti, vandalism and 
relocation of the homeless from makeshift camps to the community homeless shelter. 
They also support a variety of anti-auto theft programs and have been instrumental in 
assisting the Mission RCMP to identify and deal with uninsured vehicles on the road.  
Mission Mobile Patrol regularly conducts patrols in areas where there is a history of 
reported property crime, deterring criminal activity and providing reassurance to the 
community at large.  
The hardworking members of the Mission Mobile Patrol contributed over 2,800 hours of 
volunteer service in 2010 and are described by Mission‟s Crime Prevention Coordinator 
as “happy, enthusiastic, dedicated and sensitive to the needs of the community”.  
 

2011 Community Service Award Recipients



 

 

Sally Buchanan 

Community Service Award 

A longtime resident of Mission, Sally Buchanan has been involved with various 
organizations in the community for over 25 years.  She is being presented today with 
the Community Service Award in recognition of her work with the Mission Old Age 
Pensioners Organization and the Mission Hospital Auxiliary. 
Sally has volunteered in the Hospital Auxiliary Cottage and the Gift Shop at least once a 
week for the past 22 years.  She was also the President of the Old Age Pensioners 
Organization for three years and, although she is no longer on the Executive, she is still 
actively involved in various events.  She was a valued member of the Downtown 
Coalition for several years, and continues to donate generously of her time to many 
different causes.  
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Wally Koop 

Sports Volunteer of the Year Award 

Wally Koop is being presented today with the Sports Volunteer of the Year Award in 
recognition of his commitment to the curling community of Mission.  Wally moved to 
Mission in 2004 and became involved with the curling club as a way to keep active in 
his 70s.   After six years of curling, he now says that he loves the sport more than any 
other. 
When he‟s not travelling on his Honda Goldwing motorcycle with his wife, Wally can be 
found curling with the Senior Men‟s League on Wednesdays, and Senior Mixed League 
on Thursdays. 
He has also learned how to prepare the ice for tournaments.  For the past two years, he 
has been assisting with the ice maintenance at the curling rink, volunteering with the ice 
maker on weekdays and for bonspiels on the weekends.  Wally also helped prepare the 
ice for the 2011 Winter Paralympics, and even made ramps for the Korean team.  
In addition, Wally finds time to help school and home school groups learn how to curl 
and, with humour and enthusiasm, he continues to share his love of the sport with 
others. 
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Lauri Wenting 

Sports Volunteer of the Year Award 

Lauri Wenting has lived in Mission since 1988.  She is being recognized today with the 
Sports Volunteer of the Year Award for volunteering as a coach with the Mission Racers 
Speed Skating Club for nearly a decade.   
Lauri met her husband Bruce while attending Fraser Valley College in Abbotsford and 
together they coached speed skating in Sardis from 1984 to 1988.  She hung up her 
skates for a while with the arrival of their two daughters. 
 In 2002, one of Lauri‟s daughters asked if she could try speed skating, unaware that 
her parents had been coaches in the past.  Lauri once again began coaching young 
skaters and has been giving lessons three times a week for six months of every year 
since.  This type of selfless devotion is what allows our youth to enjoy sports in our 
community.  Lauri is one of those quiet people who takes on tasks in an understated 
way and gets the job done.  The Mission Racers Speed Skating Club has been in our 
community since 1972 and, without volunteers like Lauri, would not have enjoyed the 
success it has had in providing opportunities for Mission‟s youth.   
Coaching speed skating takes many hours of Lauri‟s time, but that is not all that she 
does.  Lauri has also been a Girl Guides leader for the past six years, a volunteer 
position that makes her hours coaching pale in comparison.  Lauri will be hanging up 
her coaching skates at the end of this season.  Her devotion to coaching beginner 
speed skaters will be greatly missed. 
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Barb Strachan 

Citizen of the Year Award 

Barb Strachan has lived in Mission for 20 years and has been an active volunteer for 
the past 10 years.  She is being recognized today as the Citizen of the Year in 
appreciation of the time she has dedicated to various organizations, including Mission 
Community Services Crisis Line, Stave Valley Salmonid Enhancement Society, Fraser 
Valley Watersheds Coalition, Climate Action Advisory Committee and Mission Rotary 
Clubs. 
Barb has been a member of Mission‟s Social Development Commission since its 
inception, participating in the 40 Developmental Assets and Town Squares working 
groups.  One of her favourite projects was the creation of The Rain Garden, a storm 
water management park located at the corner of Seventh Avenue and Grand Street. 
The organizations in which Barb is involved know her as a steadfast supporter of 
community projects.  Whether a task involves the physical labour of planting native 
plants, the organizational skills of chairing meetings, the creativity of establishing 
educational displays, or the energy required for fundraising, Barb is invariably the first to 
volunteer and the last to leave an event.  In just the past year, Barb has planted more 
than 4,000 native plants, spoken to elementary school students about ethical decision 
making, and re-established the Mission chapter of Ducks Unlimited. 
While her experience, wisdom, and good nature make her indispensible, Barb says that 
she always gets more back than she gives from her commitments, particularly in her 
role with the Mission Community Services Crisis Line.  Barb is an inspiration to others to 
participate more in their community. 
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As Mr. Coates was unable to attend the June 11, 2011 event, his award will be 
presented to him at the July 25, 2011 Regular Council Meeting. 

 

Stuart Coates 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

Many years ago, Stuart Coates moved to Mission to retire. The community has been 
keeping him very busy ever since.  He is being recognized today with the Lifetime 
Achievement Award for his dedication to Youth Soccer.  
Stuart has been involved in youth soccer for over 40 years and has been a significant 
part of Mission Minor Soccer for the past 26 years.  He has regularly volunteered as a 
coach, referee and equipment manager, and has helped out with field and gym 
bookings, organizing soccer tournaments and field lining.  Stuart coached the BC team 
to Gold in the Nationals and took them to the World Games in Shanghai, China in 2007.   
 
Over the past 22 years, Stuart has also been involved with Mission Special Olympics, 
and acts as one of their local coordinators whenever time permits.  He has taken the 
Mission teams through several qualifiers, Provincials and to the Nationals in Sudbury, 
where they won the Gold Medal. 
Stuart has been a great mentor, creating sportsmanship among players and coaches.  
He has devoted much of his life to the game of soccer, volunteering, coaching, and 
helping athletes to reach their goals.   
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John Keresman 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

John Keresman moved to Mission in 1980.  He is being recognized today with the 
Lifetime Achievement Award for his long-term commitment to the Royal Canadian 
Legion and the Air Cadet Corps. 
John served in the Royal Canadian Navy, both within Canada and overseas, for 15 
years in the 1950s and „60s.  During that time, he became a baseball coach and an art 
instructor.  Retirement did not stop John from reaching out to others; he became a 
member of the Royal Canadian Legion and was instrumental in starting a Sea Cadet 
Corps. 
After moving to Mission, John became involved in all aspects of work with the Royal 
Canadian Legion, including the planning and logistics of events such as parades for the 
Battle of the Atlantic, D-Day, VE-Day, and Remembrance Day.  John is well-known for 
his compassion and heartfelt concern when attending funeral and memorial services for 
veterans.  He has also been a volunteer dispatcher for the Citizen‟s Patrol, a volunteer 
Ambulance attendant, has served on the Board of Directors at Pleasant View, and is a 
past president of the Mission Seniors Association. 
In addition, John has been actively involved with the local Aurora Air Cadet Corps, 
becoming a valuable source of information while sharing his time and talents.  He used 
his artistic skills to create an updated Mission Air Cadet Crest, spending countless 
hours designing a more representative image of an Aurora Aircraft and carving the 
image.  He has also acted as a liaison between the Legion and the Corps.  
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Lloyd Rash 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

Lloyd Rash came to Mission in 1963 and spent many years working for the District of 
Mission.  Lloyd is being recognized today with the Lifetime Achievement Award for his 
long-term commitment to the Mission Sunrise Rotary Club and Fraser Valley Heritage 
Park. 
Lloyd uses his experience and skills to serve his community quietly and without concern 
for recognition.  Fraser Valley Heritage Park is one of the main beneficiaries of Lloyd‟s 
dedication to community.  He was there as the park was being founded, serving on its 
Board of Directors, and has built or overseen the construction of many park buildings.  
Lloyd almost single-handedly built the administration building as a volunteer.  He 
continues to service equipment, maintain park structures and trails, offer advice and, 
until recently, spent hours every weekend mowing the grass.   
The Rotary Club also benefits enormously from Lloyd‟s countless volunteer hours.  
Lloyd invented and built portable dental chairs that can be carried to third world 
countries when dentistry aid is given and has learned to make artificial teeth for those 
served by the Rotary dental team. 
Lloyd goes far beyond the Rotary motto of “service above self”.  When trees needed 
planting on the Silverdale Wetlands, Lloyd worked for days to transport trees and then 
brought his family in to help with planting.  Lloyd is currently training to be a volunteer 
escort at Ferndale Institution. 
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Jim Toth 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

Jim Toth has worked for the Mission School District for 34 years.  He is being 
recognized today with the Lifetime Achievement Award for his many years of dedicated 
service to the youth of Mission, as an educator, a coach and a mentor. 
Whether in his role as a teacher, vice-principal or principal, Jim has always made sure 
both the academic and extracurricular needs of his students are met.  He routinely 
coaches four or more teams each year and, over the span of his career to date, has 
coached or managed more than 120 teams.  Jim volunteers his time so that students 
have the opportunity to play and, in the process, teaches them perseverance, 
teamwork, commitment and other life skills.   
The District of Mission has produced many fine athletes, in no small part due to people 
like Jim.  In addition to his coaching duties, he often referees games, officiates at meets, 
helps line the fields, and draws up game schedules.  Jim has spent much of his free 
time volunteering, and athletics in Mission has thrived as a result of his consistent 
dedication and commitment to our youth. 
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Rhona Jacobsen 

Freeman of the City Award 

Rhona Jacobsen has been a volunteer in Mission since the 1950‟s.  She is being 
presented today with the Freeman of the City Award in recognition of the many decades 
that she has volunteered with organizations such the Legion, the Hospital Auxiliary, 
Pathfinders, the Heritage Park Association, and the Mission Museum.  She is also a 
lifetime member of the Old Age Pensioners‟ Association and Lifetime Learning.  This 
incredible lady will be 91 years old in July and continues to serve the community with 
energy and enthusiasm.   
On October 11, 1941, Rhona married Ernie Jacobsen.  Almost immediately, Ernie went 
overseas to fight in the war as a medic in the Army Medical Corps.  While he was away, 
Rhona and her infant son moved to Matsqui.  While she was waiting for her husband to 
return home, she spent hours and hours knitting sweaters and socks for the Red Cross.  
Upon Ernie‟s safe return in 1946, the family moved to Mission where, over time, they 
established an amazing rose garden totaling 701 bushes.  When Ernie passed away in 
2001, Rhona generously donated 300 of Ernie‟s roses to the Fraser River Heritage Park 
where they continue to be enjoyed by park visitors.   
Rhona is truly a lifelong volunteer and an inspiration for all of us.  For almost 60 years, 
she has been actively contributing to the well-being of our community.  When asked 
why she does it, she simply states that it‟s “because I like helping others”.  One of her 
most recent projects was working with BC Transit to improve Mission‟s transit system 
for seniors and residents of Mission.  She also dedicates time selling Poppies for 
Remembrance Day and supporting the Cancer Society campaign by selling Daffodils. 
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Doreen Phelps 

Freeman of the City Award 

Doreen Phelps has been a volunteer in Mission since the 1960s, and is known in the 
District as a person who gets things done.   She is being recognized today as a 
Freeman of the City in appreciation of the many decades that she has spent 
volunteering with a variety of community organizations, including the Ladies Auxiliary of 
the Royal Canadian Legion, Mission Adopt-a-Block, Mission Arts Council, and the 
Mission Hospital, to name but a few.   
Doreen has always been the type of person who looks after others.  She has delivered 
gifts, flowers, food, good wishes, and condolences on behalf of the Ladies Auxiliary.  
She has chauffeured seniors, catered functions, and organized events.  She helps with 
the Remembrance Day campaign and the Canada Day festivities.  For the past 12 
years, Doreen has also organized, enhanced, and ensured the success of the Mission 
Christmas Craft Market, raising funds for the Mission Arts Centre.  
Doreen is, in short, a kind and giving person whose dedication to her volunteer 
commitments has been a blessing to many non-profit organizations and to the District 
as a whole.   
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Rhett Nicholson 

Community Service Award 

Rhett Nicholson is a busy father of two who also runs a successful Mission business. 

He is passionate about Mission’s downtown and, for the past four years, has contributed 

to the Mission Downtown Business Association as a member of the Board of Directors 

and as Chair of the Special Events Committee.  This Committee 

is responsible for creating and organizing events such as 

Downtown Days and Missionfest.  Rhett’s energy and drive have 

been invaluable to the success of these events and his 

commitment to and creative vision for the downtown core is an 

inspiration to others. 

In addition to the many hours that he spends promoting the 

downtown and its businesses, Rhett is also very involved in the 

Optimist Club and has led the Junior Optimist Club for many years now.  Rhett says that 

he loves working with the youth of the community and that it is a privilege to watch them 

grow into and reach their potential.   
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Mission Citizens Patrol 

 

Crime Prevention & Community Safety Award 

The Mission Citizens Patrol is a group of 28 community volunteers who, in 2012, 

dedicated close to 3,000 volunteer hours to crime prevention and safety awareness in 

the District of Mission.   

In partnership with the RCMP, the Patrol targets high crime areas, watching for 

problems, reporting findings to the police as necessary, and providing support and 

encouragement to residents.  They also run license plates through the Stolen Auto 

Recovery database and work in conjunction with both the police and ICBC to reduce 

incidents of speeding through public awareness as part of the Speed Watch program.  

In addition, Patrol members conduct assessments 

of parked vehicles to ensure that motorists are 

locking out auto crime by following crime 

prevention tips.   

The Mission Citizen’s Patrol is a very active and 

enthusiastic group who, on most days, can be 

found on the streets of Mission supporting local law enforcement and promoting public 

safety through education and observation.   
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James (Jimmy) Logan 

 

Community Service Award  

Jimmy Logan is a retiree who has a fulltime commitment to volunteerism.   Diagnosed 

with cancer in 2003, Jimmy had the opportunity to experience firsthand both the impact 

of the disease and the tremendous support and encouragement of the Canadian 

Cancer Society and its volunteers.   Now cancer free, Jimmy has, for the past seven 

years, led this group of sincere and dedicated volunteers as the President of the 

Mission Unit of the Canadian Cancer Society.  With his cheerful attitude, boundless 

energy, and encouraging manner, Jimmy is an inspiration to 

others.  He is also the driving force behind the annual Burns 

Supper.  This fundraiser, held at and sponsored by Cedarbrooke 

Chateau, raises money for research into children’s cancers and 

helps fund programs for children suffering from cancer, including 

“Camp Goodtimes” – a program which provides safety-focused, 

medically-supervised fun and recreation for children with cancer and their families. 

While Jimmy is well known for speaking out on behalf of the Canadian Cancer Society, 

he is also known as a very good listener and puts this skill to use as a participant in the 

volunteer driver program, which provides free transportation service to cancer patients 

who need rides to their treatments and doctors’ appointments.   

Jimmy is quick to sing the praises of the many individuals he has come to know through 

his work at the Canadian Cancer Society.  He says that there is great satisfaction in 

helping people and that he is continually inspired by the courage of those who are 

undergoing treatment and by the kindness of those who support them.     
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Heidi Smith  

 

Community Service Award  

Heidi Smith has been an active and dedicated community volunteer for over 20 years.  

She has been with the Mission Adopt-A-Block Society since its inception, heads the 

remarkable community group known as the Gorilla Gardeners, and is part of the 

Communities in Bloom Society.  Heidi is also a past award recipient, having been 

honoured in 2008, along with husband Scotty Scodellaro, for her tireless efforts on 

behalf of the Paint the Town initiative.  In addition to the many ways in which she gives 

selflessly of her time to enhance and beautify public spaces within the District of 

Mission, Heidi has also been a volunteer for the Women’s Resource Society, the Clarke 

Theatre, and the Mission Historical Society.   

When Heidi began volunteering in 1993, her goal was to 

meet new people and she still believes that volunteering is 

one of the best ways to connect with others and be a part of 

the community.  Heidi derives great satisfaction from seeing 

projects through to completion, and in knowing that she and 

others are providing beauty for all to enjoy.   

It is not a coincidence that both Mission Adopt-A-Block and the Gorilla Gardeners are 

also being honoured here today.  A large part of the credit goes to dedicated volunteers, 

like Heidi, whose efforts encourage and inspire others to get involved and make a 

difference.     
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Damon and Crystal Matkovich  

 

Sports Volunteers of the Year Award  

Damon and Crystal Matkovich are special people who have, for the past decade, 

dedicated countless hours each year to Mission Minor Hockey and Mission Lacrosse.  

Damon and Crystal began volunteering when their children were young, but they have 

continued supporting and encouraging Mission’s youth even as their own children have 

grown older and found other interests.  

A recent Mission Minor Hockey Lifetime Member Award recipient, Damon routinely 

coaches 2 to 3 teams each year, including the associations’ youngest players in Hockey 

1.  With his love of sports and his compassion for others, Coach Damon serves as an 

important role model.  While encouraging physical fitness, he also sets a standard for 

personal conduct, cultivating in his players an appreciation for hard work, good 

sportsmanship and cooperative play.     

Not to be outdone, Crystal is an exceptional lady whose passion for hockey is only 

exceeded by her generosity of spirit.  For many years, Crystal worked tirelessly behind 

the scenes, “organizing the organization” as 

Coordinator for both the Initiation and Atom Divisions 

for Mission Minor Hockey, as well as taking on the role 

of League Manager.   Crystal also volunteers untold 

hours of her time helping with tournaments, 

participating in fundraisers, and generally supporting 

children, parents, and community sports in any way she can.  She is the type of person 

who steps in when she sees a need, and her efforts are greatly appreciated by the 

many people who have benefited from her bountiful energy, enthusiasm and kindness.     
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JoyVox Community Choir 

 

Arts and Culture Service Award 

Established in 2001, the JoyVox Community Choir is a non-audition, mixed choir based 

in the Mission-Abbotsford area.  With a repertoire that includes 

chamber music, African rhythms, gospel and folk songs, and 

contemporary pop, this 31-member group has a passion for 

both music and fundraising.  In the fashion of a true community 

choir, they perform at Christmas concerts, charity and 

community events, festivals, and coffee houses.   They also 

host two concerts a year in support of the local Abbotsford and Mission food banks.   

Since its inception a dozen years ago, a total of 82 singers have contributed their talents 

to the choir, combining the love of music and a compassion for others.   
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William (Bill) McDonald 

 

Community Service Award   

Bill McDonald is a lifelong resident of Mission who has been a dedicated volunteer in 

one form or another for most of his life.  Having learned the importance of community 

service from his mother and grandfather, Bill is described by fellow volunteers as a 

“down-to-earth man with a hands-on approach who gives selflessly of his time and 

talents for the betterment of others and the community”.   

Over the years, Bill has volunteered on behalf of a variety of different nonprofit groups.  

He bowled in Mission for 30 years, coaching and inspiring the community’s youth.  He 

served as both the President and the Vice-President of the Agricultural Association, and 

chaired the local 4-H club.  Bill was on the executive of the Kinsmen Club of Mission, 

received a Lion of the Year award from the Lions Club, and for many years was on the 

governing board of what is now known as the Mission Association for Community 

Living.  His fundraising efforts include several years volunteering on behalf of the 

Mother’s March of Dimes campaign. 

Bill has also spent the last 40 years as an active and hardworking member of Mission 

Branch 57 of the Royal Canadian Legion.  He received a Legionnaire of the Year Award 

in 2006 and has recently been awarded a Lifetime Membership.   Employed part-time 

by the branch, Bill also volunteers an incalculable number of hours to the Legion, 

demonstrating his unwavering commitment to the organization and to the community as 

a whole.   

Bill McDonald believes that the best part about volunteering is getting out and helping 

others, and he encourages anyone who “can do it, to go out and do it”.   
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Gorilla Gardeners 

 

Community Service Award 

The Gorilla Gardeners are Mission residents who, individually and as a group, adopt 

public spaces for restoration and maintenance.  From cleaning street signs on First 

Avenue to tending gardens along the waterfront, the Gorilla Gardeners are proactive, 

hands-on volunteers whose “where the rubber meets the road” style efforts have 

revitalized and beautified areas all over town.  With 22 active members, and in 

partnership with a variety of community businesses and organizations, the Gorillas are 

not just hardworking gardeners, they are ambassadors for change.   Some of the areas 

that have been adopted by the Gorillas include: 

 The Mission Library 

 The Mission Museum 

Edwardian Garden 

 The Mission 

Community Archives 

 Kinsmen Park East and 

West 

 Gary Macdonald Park 

 the north flower bed in 

Centennial Park 

 Spirit Square; and  

 the east, west and south Welcome to Mission signs. 
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Janet (Jan) Gardner 

 

Arts and Culture Service Award  

Jan Gardner has been a steadfast and dedicated advocate for the Mission Arts Council 

for well over a decade.  She loves working with people and is always willing to lend a 

hand whenever and wherever it is needed.   She volunteers in the tea room and gallery, 

sits on the Craft Market Committee, helps with the Children’s 

Festival, and generally gives of her time and energy in 

countless ways to the betterment of everyone around her.  

Jan is one of those people who, without drawing attention to 

herself, is always there when things need doing and her hard 

work, friendship and support are appreciated by all. 

Jan says that she loves volunteering on behalf of the Mission 

Arts Council and that she feels fortunate to work with such a 

nice and incredibly talented group of people.   
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Eshona Debaat 

 

Against the Odds Achievement Award  

Eshona Debaat is a remarkable young woman whose kindness and friendly demeanor 

positively impact everyone around her.  As both a cancer survivor and someone who 

personally understands the special challenges faced by people with disabilities, Eshona 

enthusiastically gives of her time and talents to help others.  She has spent countless 

hours raising funds for cancer research and has been an active participant and 

volunteer with the Special Olympics for the past 16 years.   

Eshona is also a member of the Mission Association for Community Living’s Board of 

Directors and, through MACL’s Bridge Training and Support 

program, has worked at Community Services in the laundry 

outreach program for over 7 years.  You can find her there 

every Wednesday and Friday, working diligently on behalf of 

others and making everyone around her feel special, 

important and welcome.  When asked why she volunteers, 

Eshona said, “I just like to help others, especially people who 

have had it hard.  It feels good to help and to get to know everyone.”   She also wanted 

to take this opportunity to thank her family and her friends for their ongoing love and 

support.  
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Friends of Mission Library (FOML) 

 

Arts & Culture Service Award 

Formed in June of 1991, the Friends of Mission Library consists of a dedicated group of 

20 volunteers who promote library services in the community, initiate and support fund-

raising activities, encourage gifts, endowments and bequests, and advocate on behalf 

of the library and literacy programs within the community.    

The Friends fund the “Books for Babies” program, hold three book sales a year, and 

partner with Mission Literacy in Motion for the annual “Riot of Reading” Day.  Along with 

the local Rotary Club, they also host the 

ever popular “Library Quiz Night” twice 

each year.  In addition, they provide and 

restock the children’s books that can be 

found in many local restaurants.    

Over the years, the Friends have also 

raised funds to acquire classic book 

collections and to sponsor community 

author readings.  They support the 

library customer appreciation day and the summer reading club opening day and 

awards presentations.  They have also stepped in and paid for furnishings not covered 

under normal tax-supported budgets, such as shelving and a multi-configurable 

conference table for the Rotary Room meeting space.   
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Tamara Throssell 

 

Community Service Award  

Tamara Throssell is a dedicated community volunteer who is passionate in her support 

of youth and family in Mission.  A longtime participant in the 

Mission Social Development program, Tamara is a natural 

leader whose friendly, approachable, can-do attitude 

exemplifies the spirit of volunteerism in our community.  

Whether it is attending meetings, unloading vehicles, helping in 

the kitchen or showing up at 6 a.m. to wrangle volunteers at a 

Connect event, Tamara always finds time in her busy schedule 

to help others.  When asked about her volunteerism, Tamara explained that family is 

her passion and that it is important to connect with young people and give everyone a 

voice in our community.   
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Mission Adopt-A-Block Society 

 

Community Service Award 

For the last 20 years, the Mission Adopt-A-Block Society and its hundreds of dedicated 

volunteers have been making this community a better and more beautiful place to live, 

work, and play.  With the help of its sponsors, Mission Adopt-A-Block Society 

administers an impressive litter abatement program that includes but is not limited to: 

 community education and public awareness programs; 

 the provision of supplies, equipment and support to individuals and groups in the 

Mission area who want to remove litter from our streets and park areas; and 

 the coordination of a variety of cleanup events held throughout the year.   

Mission Adopt-A-Block Society is a positive force for change in our community.  It 

attracts volunteers of all ages and from all walks of life 

and, through its many efforts and programs, serves to 

remind us all that litter is everyone’s blight and 

everyone’s responsibility.  The society encourages and 

challenges each and every one of us to take an active, 

hands-on role in environmental stewardship.   
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Noreen Wright 

 

Sports Volunteer of the Year Award  

Noreen Wright is being honoured today with the Sports Volunteer of the Year Award in 

recognition of her outstanding efforts on behalf of the curling community of Mission.  

Noreen is a longtime Mission resident who began volunteering with the Mission Granite 

Club over a dozen years ago.  She works tirelessly on behalf of 

the club, has served as its treasurer, and is always available to 

help with everyday tasks, bonspiels, and other special events.  

She even got her officiating ticket in order to help out at Curl BC 

events.    

Noreen loves curling and thinks that volunteering is its own 

reward.  She feels honoured to be part of the Mission Granite Club and believes that the 

world would be a better place if more people dedicated their time and talents to 

activities and causes about which they feel passionate.   
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Elyssa Lockhart  

 

Citizen of the Year Award 

Elyssa Lockhart is a member of Mission’s Economic Development Select Committee 

and is on the Board of Directors of the Mission 2014 BC Winter Games.  She also 

serves on the Mission Regional Chamber of Commerce Government Affairs Committee 

and on the Executive Committee as a Past President, and has been actively involved in 

a number of other community groups and not-for-profit organizations over the years.   

As a longtime advocate for the Fraser River as a transportation system, Elyssa 

recognizes the potential of our local resources and has a vision for the future of the 

community.  She is a strong advocate for business in 

Mission and was instrumental in the creation of the 

Chambers’ leadership forum program which is designed to 

assist in developing future community leaders.  She is 

playing a vital role in revamping the Business Excellence 

Awards for the Chamber’s 120th year and represented the 

Mission Regional Chamber of Commerce at the BC 

Chamber AGM, where she successfully passed two 

policies that look to create a sustainable plan for the Fraser River basin for all 

stakeholders. 
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Barbara Fehrmann 

 

Lifetime Achievement Award  
 

Barbara Fehrmann is a Queen’s Jubilee Medal recipient who, over the past two 

decades, has given generously of her time and talents to a myriad of causes and 

organizations in the community.  She is on the Mission Association for Seniors Housing 

Board, volunteers at the Mission Community Archives, helps 

with the Rose Garden Tea and Heritage Week, and has been a 

strong advocate for MASH’s life lease program.  She is also a 

Charter Member of the Business & Professional Women’s Club 

of Mission and has encouraged and supported young women 

through her work with the Pathfinders program.   As if that is not 

enough, Barbara also spent many years volunteering at and on 

behalf of Fraser River Heritage Park. 

Barbara is described by others as a loyal friend and a committed citizen who can always 

be counted on to roll up her sleeves and get the job done.  She says that the most 

rewarding part about volunteering is the sense of accomplishment that comes with 

knowing that she is a part of something bigger than herself and is making a difference.   
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District of Mission Arts Council 

 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

The Mission Arts Council is a dynamic, primarily volunteer-driven, community-focused 

organization which presents, promotes and fosters the development and appreciation of 

arts and culture in the District of Mission.  The MAC, as it is known, was founded as a 

non-profit organization in 1972 and has been enhancing the quality of life for our 

citizens for over 40 years.  It showcases and 

supports local talent and provides a wide variety 

of cultural experiences for everyone to enjoy.  If 

you haven’t had a chance to do so, please stop 

by the Mission Arts Centre and visit the MAC 

Rock Family Gallery, the Doris J. Paterson Tea 

Room, and the MAC gift shop, all of which are 

staffed by friendly and dedicated volunteers.  

The Children’s Festival, the Youth Arts Festival, the Haunted Mansion, the Christmas 

Craft Market, the MAC House Concert Series and the ever popular CAMP MAC are just 

a few of the many wonderful events that are put on each year by this amazing group. 
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Esther Claire Kathleen Clemo  

 

Freeman of the City 

Claire Clemo is one of Mission’s most beloved teachers.  For more than 30 years, she 

educated, motivated, encouraged, and inspired the youth of our community with her 

passion for learning and her compassion for others.   

Born in the British Crown Colony of Hong Kong, Claire moved to Canada at the age of 

19.  Well-travelled and armed with a keen interest in learning, Claire attended the 

University of British Columbia, earned her Bachelors’ Degree in 1964, and began a long 

and influential career in education that spanned three decades and impacted hundreds 

of students.  She returned to UBC in the early 1990s, after 

teaching for more than a quarter of a century, to complete her 

Masters Degree in Education, an experience she describes as 

“the highlight of her life”. 

Claire is a recipient of both the Queen’s Silver and Diamond 

Jubilee Medals, as well as the Rotary Club’s 1991 Distinguished 

Service Award.  She was recognized in 1998 as part of the 

Mission Community Archives Paths and Pathfinders:  Women of Mission Program and 

was honoured in 2000 as one of the District of Mission’s Citizens of the Millennium.  

Each year Claire, through the Mission Community Foundation, sponsors two 

scholarships, one to a future teacher and one to a future nurse, in support of the next 

generation of educators and caregivers.   
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Much can and has been said about Claire’s role as an educator in our community.  She 

was a champion and an advocate, as well as a 

teacher.   She nurtured talent, instilled pride, and 

taught kindness and strength of character - in 

addition to reading, writing and arithmetic.  Claire’s 

commitment to and affection for her students 

extends beyond any given school year or the walls 

of any physical classroom.  It is part of who she is.  

She is a teacher.  She is also a gift to this 

community and to the hundreds of students who had the privilege to learn from her and 

from her example. 

Claire describes teaching as the “great love of her life” and encourages everyone to 

keep learning because, regardless of age, there is always more to discover.   

 

 

 

 

The District of Mission Freemen Welcome Their Newest Member – April 27, 2013 
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Jamie Nokes 

Crime Prevention and Community Safety Award 

Jamie Nokes has been a volunteer with the Auxiliary Constable program at the Mission 

Detachment of the RCMP for the last five years.  Auxiliary Constables promote 

community-based policing by participating in RCMP supported events and by assisting 

RCMP Regular Members with some of their general duties.  They are involved in crime 

prevention initiatives, traffic control, ground patrols, and other a 

variety of other activities and are required to donate a minimum 

of 160 service hours per year.  Jamie’s contribution, however, far 

exceeds this.  Over the past 5 years, he has dedicated more 

than 3100 volunteer hours – almost four times the average – to 

the program. 

Jamie is well-liked and well-respected by his RCMP supervisors, his fellow Auxiliary 

Constables, and the Regular Members he accompanies on patrol.  He is a tireless and 

dedicated volunteer who takes on all tasks with energy and enthusiasm.  He is often 

called upon to lead new initiatives and frequently participates in ceremonial events that 

help to promote a positive image for the RCMP, the Auxiliary Constable Program and 

the community as a whole.   Described as “the ultimate team player”, Jamie is a 

compassionate person who genuinely cares about others and about making Mission a 

safe and wonderful place to live.  He says that he has a great deal of respect for our law 

enforcement personnel, loves being a part of the Auxiliary Constable Program, and 

especially enjoys working with young people.     
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Marilynne Davis  

 

Community Service Award 

Marilynne Davis is a longtime Mission resident, a retired Medical Office Assistant, and 

an incredibly active volunteer.  She lends her time and talents to many different 

organizations within our community, including but by no means limited to: 

 Mission Community Services; 

 Mission Heritage Association and Fraser River Heritage Park; and 

 All Saints Church.   

She was also a Director on the Welton Towers Board and is a founding member of the 

Business and Professional Womens’ Club here in Mission.  She helps train future 

Medical Office Assistants, volunteers at the 

Carrington House Tuck Shop, provides income tax 

assistance for low income seniors and, in February, 

was one of Mission’s hardworking and fun-loving 2014 

BC Winter Games volunteers. 

Marilynne spends countless hours volunteering in a variety of different ways and 

identifies service to others as one of her core life values.  She says that she learned the 

importance of helping others during her many years working in the medical field and 

that it was the most natural thing in the world to reinvent herself as a volunteer once she 

retired.  
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Mona Freeman 

 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

Mona Freeman is a special woman who has, for the past two and a half decades, 

dedicated countless hours each year to the Mission Minor Softball Association.   A 

softball player in her teens, Mona began volunteering when her own children were 

young and has been supporting and encouraging Mission’s youth ever since.  Over the 

years, Mona has served as a coach, photography 

coordinator, division coordinator, equipment manager, Learn 

to Play coordinator, registrar and secretary.  In addition to 

her other roles, she is also is currently serving on the 

Executive Board of the MMSA as their Vice President.   

Mona is a hardworking and fun-loving volunteer whose 

kindness and enthusiasm is appreciated by all.   She has 

worked tirelessly to promote softball in our community and 

her positive influence has kept players and coaches returning to the sport, year after 

year.  When asked why she volunteers, Mona said that she loves to watch the children 

learn and play and that she feels a greater connection to the community through her 

involvement with the Mission Minor Softball Association.   
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Seniors Centre Task Force 

 
 

Special Accomplishment Award  

The Seniors Centre Task Force was created by the District of Mission 

Council in July of 2012 to explore prospective sites for a permanent 

Seniors’ Centre in Mission.  The Task Force members were asked to 

undertake an enormous amount of work and it is a testament to the 

leadership and dedication of its members that, on April 7, 2014, a Business 

Case to Locate, Construct and Manage a Seniors’ Centre Facility in the 

District of Mission was presented to Council.  While this is just the first step, 

it is a significant one and paves the way for future decision making on this 

important subject. 

Each and every member of this Task Force is to be congratulated on a job 

well done.  The District of Mission owes its thanks to Bob Ingram, Jeanne 

Price, Doug Pearson, Sophie Zehner, Judith Ray, Bryan Fawcett, and 

Danny Plecas.  

 

  

2014 Community Service Award Recipients



Laura Laidlaw  

 

Against the Odds Achievement Award  

Laura Laidlaw is a remarkable woman with a passion for working with children who has 

been volunteering at Family Place and Family Tree House for the last twelve years.  

She is also an advocate for people living with cerebral palsy and has volunteered her 

time attending various conferences and speaking about the importance of achieving 

independence within the community.   

Laura’s love for children led her to complete the Family Child 

Care Certificate program at the University of the Fraser Valley 

in 2013.  At Family Place, Laura facilitates “circle time”, reads 

stories aloud, supports curiosity through playful interactions 

and helps children tidy up at the end of each play date.   Her 

lighthearted and fun-loving nature puts those around her at 

ease and her hard work, diligence and generosity of spirit is 

appreciated by all.     

Laura says that she likes to help people and that it is an honour and a privilege to work 

with children and to be part of their learning experience.    
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Jane Donatelli  

 

Community Service Award  

Jane Donatelli is an energetic and caring person with a lifelong commitment to the 

people of our community.  As mother and a grandmother, she is passionate about 

learning, literacy and the benefits of a good education.  In 2008, Jane approached 

teachers at Silverdale Elementary School and expressed concern about the shortage of 

age-appropriate reading materials and one-on-one reading time 

for students.  With the support of school staff, she started a 

Guided Reading program and organized a team of volunteers to 

assist her with the project.  She volunteers from 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 

p.m., two days each week, helping students grow in confidence 

and in abilities.  Thanks in no small part to her efforts, Silverdale 

Elementary School now has some of the best readers in the 

District.   

Jane has also been a tireless advocate for the school, organizing bake sales and parent 

appreciation events, cooking with classes for fundraisers, and soliciting funds from 

corporations and community groups to help purchase hundreds of books and other 

teaching supplies.   

Jane has a deep appreciation for teachers and the special role that they play in the lives 

of our children.  She loves the Silverdale Community and is committed to helping young 

people reach their potential. 
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Mission Fire/Rescue Service Honour Guard 

 

Community Service Award  

The Mission Fire/Rescue Service Honour Guard was established in late 2010 to honour 

the late Fire Chief Frank Ryan at his funeral.  The Honour Guard continues today as a 

ceremonial unit of the Mission Fire/Rescue Service.  They are composed of Mission fire 

fighters and are carefully screened for their physical ability and dexterity. Only those 

persons who are highly motivated, maintain exceptionally high standards of conduct, 

and show an aptitude for ceremonial duty are likely to be considered. 

The primary role for the Mission Fire/Recue 

Service Honour Guard is to provide funeral 

honours for fallen comrades and other civil 

servants, and to guard ceremonial dignitaries and 

events.  The Honour Guard may also serve as 

the "guardians of the colors" by displaying and 

escorting the national, provincial and District Flag’s at ceremonial occasions and official 

functions.  The members of the Mission Fire/Recue Service Honour Guard donate 

countless hours each year to serving the community and they do this with dignity and 

distinction.   The current members of the Honour Guard are: 

 Master of Arms: Howie Price;  

 Axe Men: Colin White and Tim White; and 

 Guards:  Rob MacDonald, Mike Todd, Brian Hahn, Cody Ravenstein, Dave 

Murray, and Richard Collins.  
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Mission Girl Guides 

Long Term Distinguished Service Award 

Guiding began in England in 1909 and came to Canada in 1910.  By 1912 there were 

units in every Canadian province and the Canadian Girl Guides Association was 

officially formed. 

It may, therefore, come as a surprise to some to learn that 2014 marks the 100th year of 

Guiding in Mission.  Our first troop, the Mission Laura Secord Company, was formed in 

1914 by a woman named Ms. Lombardy.  It was originally comprised of 8 girls and had 

the honour of being reviewed by the Prince of Wales in 1919. 

In the century since that first group of young 

women began meeting, the Girl Guides has 

helped to foster self-confidence and a sense of 

belonging in generations of young women in our 

community and across the country.  The 

organization strives to reflect the interests of 

contemporary girls and women and prepare its members to meet the demands of an 

ever changing world.   

The Long Term Distinguished Service Award was presented to Mission District Commissioner, Sheila Jack, and 

Mission District Deputy Commissioner, Laura Caughey, who accepted the award on behalf of the Mission Girl 

Guides. 
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Siwal Si’wes Advisory Council  

 

Special Accomplishment Award  

The Siwal Si’wes Advisory Council is a volunteer group that has been meeting in one 

form or another since 1989.  Comprised primarily of aboriginal elders and the parents of 

school aged children, the Advisory Council helps foster an awareness of and respect for 

all Aboriginal people.  They oversee spending of Aboriginal funds within the Mission 

school system, advise on cultural protocol, and help shape the programing that is 

available to both aboriginal and non-aboriginal students.  By inviting open discussion 

and participating in school-wide events, the Advisory Council has helped to improve 

relationships and mutual understanding within the community.   

Siwal Si’wes means “Our forefathers’ teachings” and the name serves to remind us that 

children, all children, need to know, understand and appreciate who they are in order to 

walk with pride. 
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Doug Olund 

 

Crime Prevention and Community Safety Award 

Doug Olund is a recently retired Mission firefighter who joined the Fire Department in 

1970 and for the last 44 years has been an integral member of the Mission Fire/Rescue 

team.  A natural leader, Doug worked his way through the ranks, becoming first a 

Captain and, later, District Chief.   

Doug is incredibly well-liked and respected by his colleagues and has been at the 

forefront of the department’s volunteer efforts for the last four decades.  He has 

dedicated countless hours each year to fundraising and safety initiatives in the 

community and can always be counted on to step up whenever there is a need.  Doug’s      

volunteer efforts include participation in: 

 Muscular Dystrophy fundraising; 

 Fire Safety Week events; 

 fire truck displays at schools and businesses; 

 Remembrance Day Ceremonies; and 

 Christmas Parade related events. 

He is a valued community volunteer and his service to the community is greatly 

appreciated. 
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Mike Freeman 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

Mike Freeman has been involved with the Mission Minor Softball Association for over 30 

years.  When he was 17, Sophie Zehner, a 2014 Community Service Award recipient, 

encouraged him to start coaching his younger sister’s softball team.  Since then Mike 

has been involved as a coach, equipment manager, field manager, tournament 

coordinator, umpire, and umpire in chief.  He has also taken turns serving as both the 

president and the vice president of the Mission Minor Softball 

Association.  In fact, he has been on the executive of MMSA 

in one form or another since 1996.  Many of the young people 

he coached in his early days are now parents of another 

generation of Mission softball players and some have followed 

his example and become coaches themselves.  In his current 

role as an umpire in chief, Mike teaches skill and character 

development, and helps Mission’s youth become leaders both on and off the field. 

In addition to his role as a coach and mentor, Mike is also a dedicated promoter of 

youth softball within the community.  He encourages local businesses to provide 

sponsorship and was the one who organized the funding and the volunteers necessary 

to build the dugouts at the Leisure Centre sports field and the two Hatzic Park fields.  In 

fact, there are plans in place for the west ball diamond at Hatzic Park to be named the 

“Mike Freeman Field” in recognition of his considerable contribution to sports in Mission. 

In addition to his passion for softball, Mike is also active in the curling community where 

his leadership, dedication and hard work are deeply appreciated. 
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Lewis Foster 

 

Community Service Award 

Lewis Foster is a remarkable man whose kindness and willingness to help others is 

greatly appreciated by all who know him. Described as an “under the radar” volunteer, 

Lewis is the type of person who shows up when you need him, works hard and then 

leaves without expecting anything in return.   

He is an active volunteer with Mission Adopt-A-Block Society, is an unofficial Gorilla 

Gardener, and volunteers countless hours at Mission Heritage Park, picking up litter and 

maintaining the flower beds. He also participated in the first ever Communities in Bloom 

BC Day event at the waterfront last summer, cleaning and weeding Spirit Square in 

advance of the event and working from morning to night on the day to ensure that 

everything went off without a hitch.   

Lewis also regularly helps his friends and 

neighbours in any way he can. He drives people to 

appointments, chops wood, disposes of their 

recyclable items, and looks after pets and farm 

animals while people are away.   

When asked about his volunteerism, Lewis said that he never really thinks about it.  He 

was raised to believe that we should all just help each other out whenever we can and 

that’s what he tries to do.    
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Marion Buker 

 

Lifetime Achievement Award  

Marion Buker has lived in the Mission area for over 6 decades, during which time she 

has given selflessly to others of both her time and her many talents.  Always a part of 

the community and willing to help, she was a Brownie Leader for 9 years and 

volunteered with the Mission Hospital Auxiliary in the Extended Care Facility for 15, 

working as a hair dresser and bringing her special blend of kindness and comfort to 

many.  Over the years, Marion has also worked on behalf of the Cancer Society, the 

Seniors Centre and numerous other groups.  She and her husband David currently run 

the Mission Seniors Bridge Program at the Seniors Centre 

every Monday.    

When informed that she was a recipient of a Lifetime 

Achievement Award, Marion expressed surprise, noting that 

she enjoys giving to and being part of the community and 

that she had never really given her volunteerism a second 

thought.    

While her efforts may come naturally, they are nonetheless 

greatly valued by those around her.  She is an inspiration and an example to others and 

her generosity of spirit is greatly appreciated. 
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Cycling4Diversity Foundation 

 

Community Service Award  

The Cycling4Diversity Foundation was created in 2011 and combines the joy of cycling 

with the promotion of intercultural diversity and dialogue.  The Foundation works to 

inform people about the importance of eliminating racism and embracing cultural 

diversity through mutual respect and inclusion.  It unites multicultural communities and 

offers opportunities for learning and discussion.   

Cycling4Diversity Week is celebrated throughout British Columbia each May.  In 2014, it 

took place from May 18th to May 24th.  This year the team travelled from Mission, BC to 

Mission, BC.  They visited 15 cities and approximately 20 schools in the Lower 

Mainland on their journey and encouraged 

thousands of students and adults to 

expand their circle of friends and break 

down perceived cultural barriers. 

The Cycling4diversity members are 

enthusiastic cyclists and openhearted 

volunteers who promote cultural diversity all year long.  Their annual tour gives them the 

opportunity to travel and, in doing so, share the Foundation’s commitment to “Building 

bridges of dialogue, one city at a time.” 
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Dan Williams 

 

Community Service Award (Sports) 

Dan Williams was presented with a Community Service Award for Sports in recognition 

of his outstanding efforts on behalf of the Mission Minor Baseball Association.  A 

volunteer since 1996 and President of the organization since 2000, Dan dedicates 

countless hours every year to ensuring that the youth of Mission have a positive, 

healthy environment in which to learn, play and grow.  In addition to coaching, he also 

arranges registrations, equipment and tournaments, recruits and 

trains coaches and coordinators, places kids on teams and 

ensures that all children who wish to play ball can do so 

regardless of skill level or financial situation.  While the MMBA 

season runs from April to June, Dan keeps busy year round, 

working on behalf the association and its coaches, its players 

and their families.  In February 2014, Mission Minor Baseball 

was awarded “Association of the Year” by BC Minor Baseball, an 

accomplishment that many attribute directly to Dan’s tireless efforts.  

In addition to his work with MMBA, Dan is also currently working with others to form a 

Sport Council for Mission and is very involved in the Challenger Program which is a 

baseball program for children and youth who have physical, developmental and 

intellectual disabilities.  Thanks in no small part to Dan’s drive and determination, 

Mission had the privilege of hosting the Mission Minor Baseball Challenger Jamboree 

on June 21st at the Mission Sports Park.  This tournament is a wonderful and joyous 

event that serves to remind us all that, first and foremost, sports are about having fun 

and being part of a community.    
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John and Linda Fisher 

 

Community Service Award  

John and Linda Fisher are kindhearted people who have been involved in grief support 

and grief support training for many years.  Since 2008, they have been volunteering 

their time on behalf of the Mission Hospice Society.  Combining their compassion for 

others and their love of gardening, Linda and John have been instrumental in 

maintaining the aesthetics at Christine Morrison Hospice.  They create weekly indoor 

flower arrangements, decorate the hospice for the holidays and the seasons, and look 

after the outdoor patio garden that they were largely responsible for developing.  Not 

only do they plant and tend the flowers, but they also purchase or seek donations for all 

of the materials needed.  In 2013 alone, John and 

Linda donated 564 hours of their time to Christine 

Morrison Hospice.   Their hard work has had a 

profoundly positive impact on the patients, family 

members, friends and staff at CHM and the patio, in 

particular, has become a place of beauty and refuge for 

many during especially difficult times. 

When asked about their joint volunteer efforts, John is quick to point out that Linda is 

the brains and he is the muscle.  Both members of this team, however, are veteran grief 

support volunteers whose dedication and compassion bring happiness to others and 

brighten the world around them, one flower and one kind word at a time.   
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Sophie Zehner 

 

Community Service Award  

Sophie Zehner is a kind and caring woman whose knowledge of and interest in seniors’ 

issues has had a tremendous impact on those around her.  A tireless advocate for 

seniors in our community and throughout the Province, Sophie serves as the President 

of the Mission Branch of the Old Age Pensioner’s Organization and as the Regional 

Director for the North Fraser Old Age Pensioner’s Organization.  In addition to her 

leadership role in the seniors’ community, Sophie is also a hardworking member of both 

the Mission Seniors Centre Association and the Ukrainian Church and Hall.  She served 

on the Seniors Centre Task Force and was an 

enthusiastic 2014 BC Winter Games volunteer.  

Sophie contributions vary.  She is a spokeswoman and an 

advocate but she is also a hands-on volunteer who is 

happy to roll up her sleeves and pitch in wherever there is 

a need.  She helps prepare lunches, organizes monthly 

dances, and takes people grocery shopping and to 

doctors’ appointments.   

Sophie says that it is important to keep busy and that, when you when you focus on 

helping others, you have less time to focus on yourself which, ultimately, results in a 

happier and more rewarding life.    
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Danny Plecas 

 

Community Service Award  

Danny Plecas is a longtime resident of Mission and a prolific volunteer.  He dedicates 

hundreds of hours each year to a variety of different organizations, initiatives and 

causes within the community.  Among his many volunteer activities, Danny serves on 

the Board of Directors for: 

 the Lifetime Learning Centre Society; 

 the Pleasant View Housing Society; 

 Mission Association for Seniors Housing; 

 Mission Community Services;  

 Mission Heritage Association;  

 the Mission Literacy in Motion Association; and 

 Welton Towers. 

In addition to these ongoing commitments, in the past two years, Danny also served as 

the Accommodations Director for the 2014 BC Winter Games, and was an active and 

invaluable member of the Seniors Centre Task Force.   

When asked about his volunteerism, Danny said that he loves connecting with people 

and feels privileged to be able to contribute in a small but positive way to the community 

that he has called home for over a quarter of a century.  
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Bob Ingram  

 

Citizen of the Year Award 

Bob Ingram is a hardworking and dedicated community volunteer who believes in treating 

everyone he meets with kindness and respect.  Known for his professional demeanor and 

motivating leadership, Bob’s personal motto is “Believe in yourself and trust in others”.  He has 

been a part of this community for the past 9 years and, in that time, has volunteered an untold 

number of hours for literally dozens of different groups.  He is 

currently involved with 14 organizations and committees in Mission, 

including the following: 

 He is the President of the Mission Seniors Centre 

Association, the Mission Association for Community Living, 

and the Mission Community Services Society. 

 He is also on the Mission Foundation Board, the Mission Healthy Community Council, 

and the Mission Association for Seniors’ Housing Board; 

 He is part of the Royal Canadian Legion, the Better at Home Program, the Mission 

Foundation Development Committee, and the Community Response Network. 

 He was also the Chair of the Mission Seniors Centre Task Force and was one of the 

hardworking Accommodations Chairs for 2014 BC Winter Games.  
Bob Ingram is an exemplary role model and a tremendous asset to the 

community.  He has done amazing transformative work within the Seniors 

Centre Association, and is credited with having breathed new life into the 

organization by fostering a sense of purpose and community.     

When asked why he enjoys volunteering, Bob said that the best part is 

definitely being able to work with and get to know the people and that he 

considers it an honour to be part of such a wonderful, dedicated group of community volunteers.   
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Ron Leger 

Freeman of the City 
Ron Leger has been a Mission resident for over three decades.  He is a hardworking volunteer 

whose commitment to serving the community stems from his compassion for others and his 

belief that we are all stewards of the blessings that we have received.  Ron understands that we 

live in a world where people are hurting and in need of help and he makes a genuine effort to 

look for ways to make life better for those who are struggling. 

While Ron’s volunteerism is driven by his belief that he has a duty to 

help others, he is also the first to admit that he loves to volunteer 

and to be around other volunteers because, in his words, they are 

“just some of the nicest people you will ever meet”.   

Over the years, Ron has been involved in numerous service clubs 

and committees.  He can always be counted on to lend a hand but 

never seeks recognition or applause.  He gives of his time, his 

talents and his money and does so because he is a remarkable 

human being who cares deeply about people and about this 

community.   

Ron has spent the better part of the last 5 years leading a 

project to raise funds for and construct a building for the St. 

Joseph’s Food Bank, adjacent to St. Joseph’s Catholic Church 

on 7th Avenue.  His commitment to this project is such that he 

has dedicated thousands of hours and thousands of dollars to 

ensure its success.  Ron has been the planner, designer, project manager, supporter and key 

fundraiser for this project.   

With a passion for organizing social, community and charitable events and a belief in the 

importance of helping others, Ron exemplifies the spirit of leadership and volunteerism in 

Mission.  
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The District of Mission Freemen Welcome Their Newest Member  

 

2014 Community Service Awards Ceremony - May 31, 2014 
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2014 BC Winter Games Volunteers 

 

Message from Mayor Adlem: 

In addition to the awards given under the usual categories, the District of 

Mission also recognized another incredible group of volunteers at the 2014 

Community Service Awards Ceremony.  In February of this year, the 

District of Mission hosted the 2014 BC Winter Games.  This was an 

incredible 4-day event that brought over 1800 athletes, coaches and 

officials from all over the Province to our beautiful community.  It was the 

first time that Mission has ever hosted this multi-sport event and it was truly 

an outstanding accomplishment of which we can all be proud.    

I have the greatest respect for each and every one of the 2014 BC Winter 

Games volunteers. They represented our community with distinction and it 

was my honour, privilege and pleasure to personally sign almost 1,900 

letters thanking these volunteers for their efforts.  On behalf of the District 

of Mission, I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone who was a part 

of the games.  You make me proud to be Mayor of the District of Mission.  

This is a wonderful and amazing community and I consider myself fortunate 

to live here. 

When I look back at the games, I am struck not only by its success but also 

by the amount of work that went into making those 4 days so memorable.  
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The amount of work is, for most of us, unimaginable but for the 95 people 

who were specifically recognized at the May 31st Community Service 

Awards ceremony, the games represented almost two years of planning, 

strategizing, coordinating, fundraising, and wrangling to bring to the point of 

completion on February 23rd.  In fact, for many of those people the work 

continued (and still continues) well past the end of the games.  The 

President, Vice President, Ambassador At Large, Directors and Directorate 

Chairs of the 2014 BC Winter Games dedicated an unimaginable number 

of hours to ensuring that the games that we all enjoyed went off without a 

hitch.   

For this reason, the Council of the District of Mission wanted to set aside 

some time at the 2014 Community Service Awards Ceremony to 

acknowledge their efforts and to thank them for everything that they have 

done on behalf of the community and the District of Mission.  It was my 

pleasure to present Brian Antonson and Pam Alexis, the President and 

Vice President of the 2014 BC Winter Games, with Exceptional 

Accomplishment and Leadership Awards and the Ambassador at Large, 

Directors and Directorate Chairs with Special Accomplishment Awards. 

This group was also officially inducting into the Mission Sports Hall of Fame 

in recognition and appreciation of their community spirit and volunteerism, 

and their tireless efforts and leadership in organizing a Gold medal event 

for Sports in the Province of British Columbia. 
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I invite you all to visit the Mission Sports Hall of Fame (which is located in 

the Mission Leisure Centre at 7650 Grand Street) to learn more about all of 

Mission’s incredible Sports Hall of Fame recipients. 

2014 BC Winter Games Community Service Award Recipients: 

Exceptional Accomplishment and Leadership Awards: 

 
Brian Antonson, 2014 BC Winter Games President  
Pam Alexis, 2014 BC Winter Games Vice President  
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Special Accomplishment Awards: 

 

Accommodation Directorate  

Danny Plecas, Accommodation Director 
Sue Antonson, Dorm Captains Chair 
Mark Gammer, Housekeeping Chair 
Sheila Grant, Accommodation Hospitality Chair 
Bob Ingram, Room Allocation Chair 
Ken Sawers, Site Preparation Chair 
 
 
 

 

Administration 

Ann Harper, Administration Director 
Barbara Coates, Warehouse Co-Chair 
Stuart Coates, Warehouse Co-Chair 
Kyndree Eastman, Risk Management Chair 
Chiara Gladden, Food Concessions Co-Chair 
Allessandro Gladden, Food Concessions Co-Chair 
Julia Renkema, Budget Control Chair 
Gordon Ruley, Legal Services Chair 
John Vissers, Environment Chair 

 

 

 

Ceremonies 

Cal Crawford, Ceremonies Director 
Angel Elias, Marshalling Chair 
Marie Gallant, Volunteer Management Chair 
David Strell, Properties Chair 
Bronwen Sutherland, Entertainment Chair 

 

 

Communications 

Jordon West, Communications Director 
Keith Dalgetty, Telephone Systems Chair 
Don Emes, Communication Equipment Chair 
Donna McKay, Switchboard Chair 
Lance Viney, Electrical Power Chair 
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Food Services 

Hans-Peter Bucher, Food Services Director 
Linda Dickinson, Volunteer Management 
Food Services Co-Chair 
Bela Fesus, Participant Meals Chair 
Debbie Kooy, Volunteer Management Food 
Services Co-Chair 
Al LaFontaine, Box Lunches Chair 
Len Strelezki, Public Health Chair 
Andy Warkentin, Equipment - Food Services 
Chair 

 

 

Friends of the Games 

Barbara Bremner, Friends of the Games Director 
Grant Mottershead, Friends of the Games Director 
Randy Hawes, Recruitment Chair 
Sean Melia, Recognition - CP/FP Chair 
Clare Seeley, Volunteer Management FOG Chair 

 

Medical Services 

Dr. Peter Robson, Medical Director 
Beverly Dixon, Venue Medical Chair 
Ian Fitzpatrick, Volunteer Management 
Medical Chair 
David Morris, Whistler Venue Medical Chair 
Erland Pettman, Physiotherapy Chair 
Dr. Keith Wong, Medical Clinic Chair 
Glenda Wonnacott, Medical Inventory Chair 

 

 

Promotions 

Kayla Johannessen, Promotions Director 
Andrew Franklin, Public Relations Chair 
Jean Konda-Witte, Photography Chair 
Samson McCahon, Digital Media Chair 
Abigail Shakespeare, Volunteer Management 
Promotions Chair 
Grant Stolk, Souvenir Program Chair 
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Protocol 

Elyssa Lockhart, Protocol Director 
Remco Bergman, Volunteer Management 
Protocol Co-Chair 
Bill Derksen, Volunteer Management Protocol 
Co-Chair 
Maria Hedderson, Hosts Chair 
Alexa Lowe, Medals Chair 
Mady Pechler, Guest Registration Chair 
Amanda Srigley, Receptions Chair 

 

 

Registration & Results 

Eden Green, Registration & Results Director 
Shelley Abbott, Results Centre Chair 
Ann Cardus, Volunteer Registration Chair 
Nancy Jellett, Volunteer Management 
Registration & Results Chair 
Diane Kamagianis, Participant Accreditation 
Chair 

 

Security 

Shaun Wright, Security Director 
Vic Barron, Volunteer Management Security Chair 
Alyn Beerda, Traffic Control Chair 
Carrie Harding, Mobile Patrol Chair 
Leanne Hazlewood, Communications Liaison Chair 
Sayeh Hejazi, Special Events Chair 
Jamie Nokes, Sport Venues Chair 

 

 

 

Special Events 

Bob Reed, Special Events Director 
Leslie Reed, Special Events Director 
Calvin Adams, Volunteer Appreciation Event Chair 
Lee Adams, Volunteer Appreciation Event Chair 
Rogine Battel, Volunteer Management Special Events 
Chair 
Frank Chan, Community Development Chair 
Kathy Reeves, Participant Special Events Chair 
Tamara Simpson, Holding Area Chair 
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Sport 

Steve Sharpe, Sport Director 
Cyndie Anderson, Athletes with a Disability 
Chair 
Chris Calverley, Venue Management Chair 
Carol Hamilton, Volunteer Management Sport 
Chair 
Tony Miniaci, Competitions Chair 
Jim Toth, Equipment - Sport Chair 

 

 

Darlene Poole, Ambassador at Large 

Transportation 

Bryan Fawcett, Transportation Director 
Graham Black, Acting Transportation Director & Shuttle 
System Chair  
Kim Andruk, Bus Guides Chair 
Darren Chezzi, Luggage and Lost and Found Co-Chair 
Mark Hermanson, Shuttle System Acting Chair 
Larry Reist, Buses Chair 
Glen Roberts, Luggage and Lost and Found Co-Chair 
Rose Seifert, Volunteer Management Transportation 
Chair   

 

Taylor McPherson, Whistler Chair  
 

2014 Community Service Award Recipients



Sarah Baban 

Community Service Award (under age 25) 

Sarah Baban is an enthusiastic and positive young woman who has been volunteering 

since she was a teenager.  Sarah joined the Junior Optimist Club at age 14 in order to 

meet other young people and, before long, was busy fundraising and helping to 

organize events for youth throughout our community.  Over the years, Sarah has 

donated her time in support of many different 

community-centred causes.  She has 

organized dances, picked up litter for adopt-

a-block, and is a bouncy castle operator 

extraordinaire.  In 2015, she participated in 

the BC Youth Parliament program and went 

to Victoria to advocate for programs that would benefit youth throughout the province. 

Sarah loves Mission and says that volunteering has helped 

her put down roots in the community in a way that she 

might not have otherwise.  It also taught her the importance 

of helping young people, many of whom, she notes, face 

significant challenges and are in need of support.   
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Mission Special Olympics Soccer Team 

 

Against the Odds Achievement Award 

The Mission Special Olympics Soccer Team is a remarkable group of hard-working 

individuals who competed at the regional, provincial and national levels over a four year 

period, earning the right to represent Canada at the World Games in Los Angeles in 

2015.  A combination of seasoned veterans and younger, less experienced players, this 

team did Canada, and Mission, proud by coming in 4th in international competition. 

The Special Olympics 

promote health, activity, 

acceptance, inclusion 

and the pursuit of 

excellence among its 

members and, while the 

competition is stiff, the 

focus is not solely on 

winning.  Other values, such as confidence, commitment, courage, and friendship are of 

equal importance, which is why these athletes are more than just champions.  They are 

local heroes who represent the very best in Canadian sportsmanship and teamwork.  
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Ken Selvaraja 

 
Lifetime Achievement Award  

Ken Selvaraja has lived in Mission since 1974 and has been involved in the community 

in one way or another ever since.  One of his first acts of volunteerism took place not 

long after his arrival when he saw an article stating that the local Seniors Lapidary Club 

was in need of young volunteers.  He signed up hoping to be of assistance and, before 

long, discovered his love of the field.  To this day, Ken is grateful for the support and 

encouragement that he found there and credits the club members with having turned 

him into a jeweler.  He notes that this often happens when you reach out to help others 

– you end up reaping far more than you ever sow.   

Over the years, Ken has been involved in many different community initiatives.  He was 

an active member of the Cedar Valley Lions Club and has 

sponsored numerous golf tournaments and raffles in 

support of Mission Hospice, Canuck Place and the Stone 

Soup Initiative.  He is a proponent of education, a skilled 

fundraiser, and a kind and caring human being.  

Ken says that he is very proud to be part of this great 

community and that he is humbled and inspired by all of its 

extraordinary volunteers, both past and present.   
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Roy Archer 

 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

Roy Archer is a longtime member of the community and of the Mission Elks Club.  

During the thirty or so years that he has been volunteering on behalf of the organization, 

he has touched the lives of countless people with his kindness, enthusiasm and 

willingness to go the extra mile for others.     

Currently serving as the President of the Mission Elks 

Club, Roy is perhaps best known for his involvement in 

the Bail for Jail Campaign and the Elks Easter Egg Hunt, 

and for his tireless efforts on behalf of the Elks Club 

Concession.  These are, however, just a few of the many ways in which he has made 

the world around him that much better for his presence.       

Roy is a caring man who believes that we need to identify the needs within our 

community and then do whatever we can to meet them.  Described by one of his 

colleagues as representing the very best of what it means to be an Elk, Roy is one of 

the first people to sing the praises of those around him.   The District of Mission owes a 

debt of gratitude to Roy and to his fellow Elks for their ongoing contributions to our 

community.       
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Canadian Cancer Society, Mission Unit and Its Volunteers 

 

Community Service Award 

The Mission Unit of the Canadian Cancer Society has been in operation here in the 

community for the last 33 years. Staffed primarily by its 15 regular volunteers, the unit 

promotes public awareness and engages in a 

variety of fundraising activities throughout the 

year.  This includes their annual daffodil 

campaign, which supports the society, and their 

ever popular Robbie Burns Supper and Dance, 

which this year raised over $5000 for COPS for Cancer’s pediatric cancer research and 

Camp Goodtimes.  

In addition to these efforts, the volunteers provide tremendous support to those 

individuals within our community who are living with cancer.  They 

host the Canadian Cancer Society wig bank and are always there 

to answer questions and lend a hand.  Most importantly, these 

are people who care - about each other and about the community.   

In a world where funding dollars are in short supply, this amazing team works together 

to provide encouragement and support to people when they need it most.  
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Luca Paniccia 

 

Community Service Award (under age 25) 

Luca Paniccia is 17 years old and is described by those who know him well as an 

individual with emerging leadership skills and enormous potential.   He believes in 

helping others and, while he has volunteered for a 

number of different causes over the years, has 

focused most recently on youth related programs 

and initiatives. A member of the 2015 and 2016 

Youth Fest Planning Committee, the Mission 

Leisure Centre youth mentorship program, and 

the Leisure Centre Tween program, Luca says 

that he volunteers because he enjoys seeing people smile and because it is important 

to try to make the world a better place.  In recognition of his hard work and dedication, 

Luca has been contracted on a part-time basis at the Mission Leisure Centre to work on 

other youth related projects.   

We have no doubt that the future holds wonderful things for this promising young man 

and are grateful for his ongoing efforts on behalf of the youth of our community.   
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MY House Volunteers 

 

Special Accomplishment Award 

Mission Youth House, commonly known as MY House, officially opened its doors in 

September of 2015.  An initiative of the Mission Youth Homelessness Committee and 

over 15 service providers in Mission, MY House provides a safe place for homeless 

youth and those with unmet health and social needs to eat, shower, do laundry, access 

medical and other services and receive help from 

caring adults.  Open Monday to Friday, MY House 

would not exist without the invaluable contribution of 

its many kind and dedicated volunteers.  From 

fundraising efforts, to the renovations required to 

open the doors, to the ongoing provision of services, 

the MY House volunteers are the sustaining force 

behind this invaluable community resource.  A 

tireless crew who believe in the importance of 

supporting youth, the MY House Volunteers are making a real difference – one person 

at a time.  
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Doug Pearson 

 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

Doug Pearson has been a member of our community since 1969.  As one of nine 

children on a family-run dairy farm, work in one form or another has always been a part 

of his life.   He was in Scouts and 4H when he was young and, as a parent, 

enthusiastically volunteered for whatever activities his children became involved in.  He 

was a 4H leader and a dedicated volunteer with the Mission Marlins.  He was also a 

member of the North Fraser Fire Department, participated in an early version of the 

District’s recreation advisory committee, and spent 27 years of his life serving the 

community as a member of the Kinsmen Club.   

Since his retirement 14 years ago, Doug has continued to keep busy.  As Vice-

President of the Seniors Activity Centre and President of the drop-in centre, he enjoys 

organizing fun activities and events for his 

fellow seniors.   

No description of Doug would be complete 

without mention of his very special 

assignment, direct from the North Pole, to 

represent Santa Claus here in the District 
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of Mission.  For the past 35 years, Doug has been fulfilling his duties as our resident 

Santa and, in 2015 alone, made over 26 appearances, bringing smiles and laughter to 

young and old throughout our community.  

Doug is a down-to-earth guy who believes in filling his days with good people and good 

things and says that volunteering is really just about being part of the community.     
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Eugene Sepke 

 

Sports Volunteer of the Year Award 

Eugene Sepke is a longtime Mission resident who loves sports, the outdoors and 

spending time with his family.  As a coach for the Mission Minor Football Association, he 

has mentored many of our young people, and is a tireless organizer and fundraiser for 

both Mission Minor Football and the Fraser Valley Mountain Biking Association.   

Eugene is also a true trail blazer and has spent hundreds of hours constructing, 

renovating and maintaining hiking and biking trails 

throughout the District of Mission.  In conjunction 

with Forestry Staff, he has organized various trail-

building events, teaching others how to care for and 

maintain our trail system and be better stewards of 

the environment.   

Eugene loves spending time in the forest with his family and encourages everyone to go 

outside and explore the beauty that Mission has to offer.   Thanks to Eugene and his 

tireless efforts, we can all do so more safely. 
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Rick Grant 

 

Sports Volunteer of the Year Award 

Rick Grant began playing hockey the year that the ice was first installed in the south 

arena and has been in love with the game ever since.  A coach by age 19, Rick believes 

in the importance of physical exercise and skill development but also values the social 

component of the game, noting that many of life’s most valuable lessons are best 

learned in a team environment.       

Over the years, Rick has worn many hats within the Mission 

Minor Hockey Association and was on its executive for over 

a decade, serving as both President and Vice President.  

More recently, he was recruited by the Pacific Coast 

Amateur Hockey Association to serve as the Managing 

Director for the Fraser Valley East League which includes all 

“C” teams in Abbotsford, Chilliwack, Hope and Mission.  In this role, he continues to 

provide leadership and guidance in the sport, thus ensuring that each new generation of 

young hockey players has the same opportunity to fall in love with the game as he did 

all those years ago.   
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Valley Youth Partnership for Engagement and Respect  

 

Community Service Award (under age 25)  

VYPER, or the Valley Youth Partnership for Engagement and Respect, is a 

collaborative project that aims to reduce and prevent harm to youth from non-prescribed 

drug use.   

Run by youth from the Fraser Health Region and funded by Health Canada, the 

partnership works to improve life for young people by creating conditions that support 

resiliency.  This includes encouraging youth to engage in meaningful relationships with 

caring adults, providing them with opportunities to explore their abilities within the 

community, and raising expectations in order to foster a greater sense of optimism and 

control. 

These young people have been instrumental in designing, 

developing and promoting a number of initiatives, including the 2014 

"Pulling Together" conference, which opened a dialogue between 

adults and youth on topics pivotal to youth today.  VYPER is also an 

important advocate of Mission Youth House, and continues to guide 

and inspire the project.  We are deeply impressed with their commitment, 

accomplishments, and dedication to improving life for Mission youth.  
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Tom Nguyen 

 

Sports Volunteer of the Year Award 

Tom Nguyen is a learning support teacher at Mission Secondary whose dedication to 

young people extends well beyond the borders of the classroom.  A longtime volunteer, 

Tom moved to Mission 5 years ago and has been encouraging and inspiring children in 

our community ever since.   

While Tom has coached a number of sports over the years, he is perhaps best known 

for his involvement with the Mission Soccer Club.  As a 

coach and a parent, he recognized the need for more 

volunteers at the executive level and stepped in to serve as 

their Registrar a couple of years ago when none could be 

found.  More recently, he also agreed to serve as their 

President and Field Allocator and, as if that isn’t enough, 

also holds a position on the Mission Sports Council.          

Known as an excellent organizer, coach, and mentor, Tom is the first one to recognize 

the efforts of other volunteers, both past and present.  He points out that there is often a 

significant gap between the funding that is available and the needs of the community 

and believes that volunteers really do make a world of difference.    
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Denyse Tavener 

 

Community Service Award 

Denyse Tavener is a lovely person who likes people and believes that it is 

important to give back when you can.  While she enjoys pitching in and 

helping out, Denyse does not necessarily think of herself as a volunteer.   

She is a member of both Communities in Bloom and the Mission Unit of the 

Canadian Cancer Society, and participates in a variety of fundraising 

initiatives and events.  Denyse is a sometimes Gorilla Gardener and, along 

with her canine friend Lola, comforts the elderly as part of a therapy dog 

visitation program.   When time permits, Denyse can also be found 

gardening and mentoring other women on behalf of the Women’s Resource 

Society.   
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Mission Heritage Association and the Fraser River 

Heritage Park Volunteers 

 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

The story of Fraser River Heritage Park is very much the story of Mission.  

Located on the grounds of St. Mary’s Mission, from whence Mission gets its name, and 

the St. Mary’s Indian Residential School, the park today is the jewel of the Fraser Valley 

and a testament to the vision and commitment of the volunteers past and present who 

have given so much in service of the community.  Tonight we honour those volunteers 

for their truly remarkable achievement in creating a park we all value for its historic, 

cultural, and spiritual significance, and its remarkable natural beauty. 

From the early days of Sternwheeler volunteers, with the motto “Join the Team Build the 

Dream”, the creation and growth of Heritage 

Park has been a community affair. The site was 

originally secured under the leadership of Norma 

Kenney, and officially became a park on 

Heritage Day in 1986 when the provincial 

government announced a 50 acre grant of the former St. Mary’s Mission lands. 
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From the first Sternwheeler volunteers to those who have followed, the park brings 

together people from across our community with diverse interest and talents, all with an 

interest in improving the quality of life in Mission 

and building what is truly a world class park. 

Today, the park brings together diverse people 

from around the globe to experience its natural 

beauty and historical, cultural, and spiritual value.  

If you take your time as you walk around the park you will quickly find markers that 

recognize the many important milestones and remarkable people of Mission.  From the 

Norma Kenney House, built to honour Norma and her vision for our community and the 

park, to the grotto that sees an annual pilgrimage in the thousands, to the special and 

beautiful memorial garden and the Marcellus 

Rhododendron Walk that is home to our official 

flower, and of course the Ernest Jacobsen Rose 

Garden, home to hundreds of Ernie’s beloved 

plants and the annual rose garden tea – for three 

decades now volunteers at the park have established lasting memorials to those who 

helped shape community, and in doing so have created a remarkable setting for local 

residents and visitors from around the world. 

The park is also, fittingly, home to markers that recognize 

the troubling legacy of residential schools and that open a 

path to reconciliation. From the bell tower that holds the 

original cast iron bell from St. Mary’s Mission and 

Residential School, generously donated to the park by the 

Sto:lo Nation, to the Sumas monument that honours the 
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healing process and reconciliation, the park truly creates a common ground for cultural 

dialogue and healing. 

It is also a site for celebration and festivities. Families and visitors alike enjoy the 

phenomenal view and live music all summer long as 

part of the concert series. Thousands of car buffs flock 

to the park for old car Sunday. The Mission Folk Music 

Festival brings visitors and world class entertainment 

from around the world, and other events, like the Illuminaria Festival and Canada Day 

bring out community together. 

In creating this space we all hold so dear, the many volunteers at Heritage Park have 

created a gathering place and a landmark that embodies the seed of Mission’s 

existence, and forms the core of the community that grew around it.  

The many volunteers at Fraser River Heritage Park have secured our history, honoured 

the events and the people who shaped Mission from the very beginning, and created a 

public space where we can come together to celebrate and continue to grow as a 

community.  
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Mission Healthcare Auxiliary Society 

 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

The Mission Healthcare Auxiliary Society, formerly known as the Mission Memorial 

Hospital Auxiliary, was formed in 1920 by a group of visionary and hardworking women 

who raised the funds required to build and sustain Mission’s first hospital.   

With a current membership of approximately 130 men and women, the Society now 

fundraises on behalf of the hospital as well as a variety of other care facilities here in the 

community and throughout the region. They also provide a variety of services, including 

but by no means limited to: lending equipment, helping out in the ambulatory day care, 
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visiting seniors in residence, and supplying emergency clothing to those who have been 

in accidents.     

In the past five years alone, this amazing group has donated over 135,000 volunteer 

hours at Mission Memorial Hospital and the Cottage Thrift Store and has contributed 

more than $600,000 to the community.  They have purchased a vast array of equipment 

for the hospital, including a bariatric bed, stretcher and commode, a wheelchair scale, 

fall mats, a pharmaceutical fridge, and countless other items that we often mistakenly 

assume are funded by our provincial healthcare system.   

As a community, we owe a tremendous debt of gratitude to these tireless volunteers 

and it is an honour to recognize their service with this Lifetime Achievement Award. 
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John Retallick 

 

Community Service Award  

John Retallick is a hardworking and fun-loving man with a formidable spirit and a 

passion for helping and encouraging others.  For many years now, John has put his 

considerable construction and renovation skills to work in the community on behalf of a 

variety of worthwhile causes, while still finding time to run his own business. 

In the spring and summer of 2015 alone, John donated hundreds of hours to the MY 

House renovation project.  He gutted and rebuilt the basement, installed new plumbing, 

strengthened the structural foundation, framed new 

walls and doorways for the Rotary Youth Medical 

Clinic, and essentially served as a volunteer general 

contractor for the project.  In addition to this, he spent 

time mentoring young people from Mission Secondary 

and the Riverside College Construction program.  

John stresses the importance of having a positive 

outlook regardless of what life may bring.  A retired 

police officer turned businessman, John suffered a 
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massive stroke in 1990 that left him, quite literally, starting over.  He encourages people 

to think young, to be positive, to make people laugh, and to always, always, expect that 

today will be a very good day.  

John would like to acknowledge Dominic Gundron, Barry McLeod of Youth Unlimited, 

and Myles Ferrie of Riverside College for their work on the MY House renovation 

project.  
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Neighbourhood School Champions 

 

Community Service Award 

The Neighbourhood School Champions are a dynamic group of individuals who are 

united by a common desire to make the world a better place.  Self-described as a 

grassroots collective of parents from the french sister schools, École Christine Morrison 

Elementary and École Mission Central Elementary, the Neighbouhood School 

Champions believe in the importance of localized education to the social fabric of a 

community.  They promote safety, equity, diversity, resiliency and community, and they 

seek out positive and pragmatic 

solutions to whatever challenges come 

their way.  In the past year, they have 

organized numerous events, including 

the cleanup of the forested area between 

Mission Central and the Mission Public 

Library, and the Sing-A-Long on the Stairs event that lit up the Welton Stairs with lights, 

laughter and song in advance of the 2015 Candlelight Parade.   
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It is rare to have so many worker-bees in one group but that seems to be part of their 

success strategy.  To any identified problem, they ask the question, “What can we do?”, 

devise a plan and then get to work.   

It is almost impossible to speak with any member of this group without wanting to jump 

in and become part of the solution.  The District of Mission is better for their efforts and 

it is with much appreciation that the District of Mission presented the Neighbourhood 

School Champions with their 2016 Community Service Award.    
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Heidi Smith 

 

Special Recognition Award  

Heidi Smith has been an active and dedicated community volunteer for over 20 years.  

A past award recipient, Heidi was honoured in 2008 for her tireless efforts on behalf of 

the Paint the Town initiative and again in 2012 for her work with the Gorilla Gardeners 

and Mission Adopt-A-Block.  Over the years, she has also volunteered countless hours 

on behalf of the Women’s Resource Society, the Clarke Theatre and the Mission 

Historical Society. 

Heidi is one of this community’s many supporters of the Stone Soup Initiative and 

strongly believes that everyone should have a safe place to call home.  She has a 

compassionate, hands-on approach and has helped some of Mission’s most vulnerable 

citizens by identifying resources and assisting with the transition from homelessness 

into housing.  She recognizes the importance of listening to people and acknowledging 

what matters most to them.   
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Mission School District Students 

 

Student Leadership Awards 

The District of Mission was very pleased to present the annual Student Leadership 

Awards at the April 7, 2016 Community Service Awards Ceremony. 

These awards were established by the 2014-2018 Council to recognize students from 

the Mission Public School District who are leaders among their peers, and who, through 

that leadership, contribute to the betterment of their school and their community. 

These are students who challenge themselves to do more and, as true leaders, inspire 

those around them to rise to the occasion. They are highly engaged, not only in their 

studies and their personal development, but also in volunteerism and pursuits that 

better the community around them. Their efforts in Mission, and wherever life takes 

them, will surely make the world a better place. 
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This year we were proud to present eleven Student Leadership Awards. 

Our recipients are: 

From Mission Secondary School: 

 Rebecca Flynn 
 Vince Lising 
 Chloe Belanger 
 Lyza Murphy, and 
 Dylon McLay 

 
 
 
 

From Hatzic Middle School: 

 Nikki Baban 
 Gracie Dougan, and 
 Tanner Geringer 

 

 

 

From Heritage Park Middle School: 

 Larissa Potma 
 Jenai Konings, and 
 Faith Collier 
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Deborah Handley 

 

Arts and Culture Service Award 

Deborah Handley has been a member of the community for almost a decade and a half.  

During that time, she has committed her remarkable talents to promoting arts and 

culture within the District of Mission. A member of the Cultural Resources Commission, 

the Serenata Singers, and the Mission Arts Council, she has also been both a volunteer 

and a paid employee of the Mission Folk Music Festival.  Most recently, Deborah and 

her choir have brought their special blend of 

melody and comfort to the Christine Morrison 

Hospice, singing to the residents and their 

families.   

Deborah believes in the importance of 

community.  She values her fellow volunteers 

and the sense of comradery and unity that 

develops when you are part of a team.  She encourages everyone to discover what they 

love and what matters most to them and then invest their time and their talents to that 

end.   
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Michele Chapman-Sheaves 

 

Special Accomplishment Award 

Michele Chapman-Sheaves is relatively new to Mission.  Since her arrival in July of 

2014, she has inspired countless others with her positive, roll-up-your sleeves, can-do 

approach.  Not one to shy away from hard work, Michele adopted the forested area 

between École Mission Central Elementary and the Mission Public Library through 

Adopt-a-Block and started cleaning.  With the help of her fellow Neighbourhood School 

Champions, she also organized a community clean-up of the area.  One of a number of 

events that she has been instrumental in organizing, the community clean-up was 

tremendously successful.  It serves as an empowering 

example of what can happen when people come 

together with a common cause and a commitment to 

seeking positive solutions.  It is also a reminder to us 

that we are all part of a greater community of people.  

Michele is quick to point out that everyone, absolutely 

everyone, deserves to be treated with kindness and respect and she lives out that 

philosophy as she works with the other Neighbourhood School Champions to make the 

District of Mission a little bit better for us all.   
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Paul Horn 

 

Citizen of the Year 

Paul Horn is a community-minded individual with a desire to help others and the kind of 

dedication and drive that gets things done.  Actively involved in a number of 

organizations and projects over the years, Paul has also been at the foundational core 

of both the Mission Community Wellness Committee and the highly innovative Stone 

Soup Initiative.  The Committee advises Council on matters pertaining to social 

planning, community well-being, and quality of life indicators, while the Stone Soup 

Initiative seeks creative solutions to issues related to homelessness in our community.     

Paul is quick to point out the collaborative nature of the work that he has done, noting 

that powerful things happen when you tap into the ability 

and the desire that people have to help one another.  

“Stone Soup, in particular,” he says. “is about harnessing 

that sense of neighbourly-ness and creating networks that 

support people in an organized way.”  Highly motivated, 

extremely knowledgeable and genuinely dedicated to 

being part of a group that seeks solutions, Paul encourages people to get involved 

because the rewards of volunteering far exceed the investment.        
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Barbara Fehrmann 

 

Freeman of the City 

Barbara Fehrmann is a two-time Queen’s Jubilee Medal recipient who, over the past 

twenty-five years, has given generously of both her time and her many talents to a wide 

variety of causes and organizations within the community.  

While her volunteerism is diverse and extensive, Barbara has demonstrated a notable 

commitment to improving the lives of seniors within our community.  She is a longtime 

member of the Mission & District Senior Citizens Housing Society, which operates 

Welton Towers, and has served for many years on the Mission Association for Seniors 

Housing Board.  She was also an instrumental part 

of the team that developed MASH’s new life lease 

building, Cedar Valley Manor.   

In addition to this, Barbara is a Charter Member of 

the Business and Professional Women’s Club of 

Mission, and is currently serving at both the local 

and the provincial levels.  She volunteers on behalf 
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of the Mission Community Archives, is a supporter of the Archive’s Path and Pathfinders 

program, and spent many years volunteering at and on behalf of Fraser River Heritage 

Park. 

Barbara is described by those who know her as caring, positive, trustworthy, gracious, 

humble and unselfish.  When asked about her experiences in the community, Barbara 

said that she loves Mission and wouldn’t want to live anywhere else.  For this and for 

the many ways in which she works makes this community even better, we are deeply 

and truly grateful.   
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Steve Sharpe 

 

Freeman of the City 

Steve Sharpe has lived in Mission since the late 1950s but his relatives first began to 

settle the region at the turn of the 20th century.  He is a Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 

winner and a recipient of a Community Service Award (in 2000), a Sports Volunteer of 

the Year Award (in 2003), and a Special Accomplishment Award (in 2014).  Two years 

ago, he was inducted into the District of Mission’s Sports Hall of Fame as part of the 

organizing committee that made our 2014 BC Winter Games such a tremendous 

success.       

Steve has served multiple terms on the Economic Development Commission, has been 

a coach and a mentor to many, and quietly 

supports a number of worthwhile programs and 

causes within the community.  

In addition, for the past twenty-five years, 

Steve has been a member of the Fraser House 

Board.  With understanding and compassion 

borne of personal experience, Steve is an avid supporter of this remarkable 
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organization which provides counselling and prevention services to adults, youth and 

families with concerns around substance use.  

When asked about his volunteerism, Steve says that he doesn’t really think about it 

much – that he does it because he loves Mission and because it is a part of him.  Steve 

vows that he will continue to volunteer and serve the community as long as he is able.  
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Judith Ray 

 

Freeman of the City 

Judith Ray is a longtime community member and a lifelong volunteer.  As the daughter 

of a clergyman, she was taught from an early age that it is important to contribute to 

society and to help others.  Judith became a registered nurse, had a long career in 

health service administration for the Ministry of Health, and served as the Executive 

Director of a non-profit organization, Pleasant View Housing Society, before her 

retirement in 2008.  She also volunteered extensively.     

Over the years, Judith has served on behalf of a variety of groups, organizations and 

committees, including but by no means limited to:  the Mission Rotary Club, the 

Serenata Singers, the Seniors Advisory Committee, the Affordable Housing Task Force, 

the Mission Healthy Community Council, the Social 

Development Commission, and the Seniors Centre Task 

Force.  She is currently a member of the Mission 

Community Wellness Committee, on the board of Mission 

Literacy in Motion, and is the Chair of Mission Association 

for Seniors Housing.  She was also one of the key people 
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involved in the development of MASH’s new life lease building, Cedar Valley Manor, 

and is an integral part of the Stone Soup Initiative.   

Judith is an intelligent and hardworking individual whose ability to lead is matched only 

by her willingness to serve.     
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Heather Stewart 

 

Freeman of the City 

Heather Stewart is a longtime Mission resident who is known for her dedication to 

serving others and her commitment to the community.   An educator, volunteer, former 

municipal Councillor, and local leader, Heather’s informed and diplomatic approach has 

earned her the respect of others while her passionate and tireless conviction has made 

her a champion for gender equality, environmental stewardship, social responsibility, 

post-secondary training, and sustainable development. 

Heather is a founding member of the Mission Communities in Bloom Society and a 

Charter Member and the current President of the 

Business and Professional Women’s Club of Mission.  

Over the years, she has also been a member and 

supporter of the Mission Historical Society, Mission 

Literacy in Motion, the Mission Rotary Club and the 

Farmers Market Society – to name but a few.  In 

addition, Heather served two terms as a municipal 

2016 Community Service Award Recipients



Councillor and has been an inspiration and a mentor to countless young women in our 

community.     

Among her many honours, Heather has been recognized by Rotary International (Paul 

Harris Award, 1992), the Abbotsford Mission Soroptimist Club (Ruby Award, 2010), the 

District of Mission (Citizen of the Year, 2004) and the Mission Community Archives 

Paths and Pathfinders Program (2011 Honouree).   

Heather has been instrumental in shaping this community and the District of Mission is 

very pleased to present her with the highest honour that it can bestow.   
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Lilian Dudfield 
(November 28, 1920 ~ December 19, 2015) 

 

Freeman of the City 

Lilian Dudfield was a remarkable woman who was respected not only for her strength 

and determination but also for her boundless compassion and her skillful diplomacy.  

She was an administrator, an organizer, a fundraiser, a lobbyist, and an advocate but, 

perhaps most of all, she was a natural leader with a gift for inspiring others to join her in 

making the world a better place.   

Lilian volunteered her time and talents on behalf of countless organizations and causes 

over the years, but she is best known as 

a longtime member of the Mission 

Healthcare Auxiliary Society and the 

beloved founder of the Mission Hospice 

Society.   

With her passing in December of 2015, 

Mission lost one of its finest citizens.  While we are saddened by her passing, we are 

deeply grateful to Lilian for the extraordinary life that she lived and for her many 

contributions to our community. 
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Beverly James 

 

2018 Community Service Award 

Beverly James is a hardworking and dedicated individual who volunteers on behalf of a 

variety of organizations within the community, including but not limited to: Mission 

Community Services Society; The Reel on the River Film Series; Mission Folk Music 

Festival; Gorilla Gardeners; Friends of the Library; and what was formerly known as 

Mission Adopt-A-Block and is now called Mission Environmental Stewardship Society.   

Over the years, Beverly has picked up garbage, planted flowers, decorated buildings, 

raised funds, sold poppies, completed tax returns, and dressed up in costume - all for 

the good of the community and the various causes that she 

supports.  

Along with her husband Ian, who is also a volunteer, Beverly 

gives selflessly of her time and energy and is quick to 

downplay her own contributions. In fact, Beverly says that, for 

her, it is all about people.  She is grateful to live in Mission and 

is extremely proud to be a part of Mission’s amazing 

community of volunteers.  Beverly lives out her belief that if 

one person can make a difference, many people working 

together can make a huge difference and Council is very pleased to recognize her 

efforts and present her with this well-deserved Community Service Award.   



Cory Cassel 

 

2018 Arts and Culture Service Award 

Cory Cassel is a lifelong advocate of the arts and, more particularly, an advocate for 

engaging in arts that animate and unite a community. Cory discovered in high school 

that the band and theatre programs were safe havens for students who did not fit the 

“norm” and he sought companionship and diversity among his more creative peers.  

Ultimately, he carried this through to his adult life and his career.   

Cory strives to create safe and secure places that allow participants to express 

themselves in a manner that is both artistic and accepting.  He works diligently behind 

the scenes with a number of community organizations to bring a 

high level of entertainment and talent to Mission. Cory has been 

instrumental in providing a space for local and touring musicians 

to perform and for the community to hear new and innovative 

music. Most recently, he has taken a boarded up establishment 

and turned it into the lively and engaging performance venue 

known as The Stage.   In doing so, he has helped energize an 

area of Downtown Mission, transforming it in the evening hours 

into an optimistic and positive place to be. 

Until recently, Cory was also the publisher of the What’s On! magazine.  He worked 

tirelessly to allow community groups to advertise for little or no cost and, under his 

guidance, the magazine became a go-to community resource and a promotional tool for 

a number of our local non-profit organizations.  He is an amazing advocate for arts and 

culture in Mission and we are grateful for his efforts. 
 



Loa Duncan 

 

2018 Community Service Award 
Loa Duncan is passionate educator who spent forty years teaching within the public 

school system. After retirement, she missed interacting with students and applied to be 

a volunteer with the Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Fraser Valley’s In-School Mentor 

program. This program pairs adults with children at local 

elementary schools. 

From 2006 to 2017, Loa mentored six children from three 

different schools in Mission. While the program itself 

requires only a one year commitment, Loa took a different 

approach.  Once matched with a student, she chose to 

follow that child through to the end of elementary school.  

She taught her Little Buddies how to sew, knit, cross-

stitch, bake, and play both board and literacy games.  Loa 

also served as a friend, confidante and role-model and 

earned the trust, love and respect of her young partners. 

Loa was born with a passion for teaching that has never waned and she considers 

herself lucky to have been able to work with children after her retirement.  She says that 

it is a privilege and a joy to be there for young people, to help them learn, and watch 

them grow.     

In 2015, Loa received the Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Fraser Valley’s Mission 

Volunteer of the Year Award for going above and beyond in her many years of service 

to the children of our community. We are extremely happy to be able to honour her as 

well.   



John Keresman 

 
2018 Crime Prevention &  
Community Safety Award 

John Keresman is a retired Navy Veteran who has also worked as a paramedic for the 

BC Ambulance Service and as a Safety Officer for BC Hydro.  A past District of Mission 

Lifetime Achievement Award recipient, John has volunteered on behalf of a wide range 

of organizations over the years, including the Royal Canadian Legion, Pleasant View 

Housing Society, the Mission Seniors Association and the Aurora Air Cadets.   It is, 

however, his dedication to public safety that is being celebrated here today.     

John has been a volunteer with the Mission RCMP Crime Prevention Office for the past 

18 years.  At the age of 86, he continues to dedicate more than 500 volunteer hours per 

year to this cause, almost three times the average.  John is admired and respected by 

the public, his fellow Crime Prevention volunteers, and Mission RCMP 

members.  Described as the “ultimate volunteer, who is a 

wealth of knowledge for the Crime Prevention Office and 

the District”, John brings his unique blend of energy and 

enthusiasm to everything he does.  He is a 

compassionate person who genuinely cares about 

others and about making Mission a safe and wonderful 

place to live.  He says that he has a great deal of respect 

for our law enforcement personnel, loves volunteering, and 

especially enjoys educating the public on personal safety.  John is 

well-known for his approach to public safety and can often be heard instructing the 

community on his Four L’s:  Look, Listen, Learn and Log.   



Janis Foerster 

 
2018 Community Service Award 

Janis Foerster is a Social Worker with the Ministry of Children and Family Development 

who is also a very active, often behind-the-scenes, community volunteer.  Janis began 

volunteering years ago when her children were young, 

working a crisis hotline from home.  She is now known as 

one of Mission’s invaluable “go-to” people.  Whenever 

you need something done or are short of manpower, 

Janis can be counted on to step in and fill the gap.  She 

has volunteered at the Mission Folk Music Festival for 

over 20 years and, more recently, has begun helping out 

with the Envision Concert Series in Fraser River Heritage 

Park.  Janis is also an enthusiastic Mission Youth House 

supporter and volunteer, and recently completed her 

training with the Mission Hospice Society.   

Janis believes that you get more out of volunteering than 

you give and she enjoys interacting with other volunteers 

and the community at large.  A naturally compassionate 

and caring individual, Janis is one of Mission’s many unsung heroes and it is our 

pleasure to recognize her contributions in this way.   



Bonnie Harber 

 

2018 Lifetime Achievement Award 

Bonnie Harber is a remarkable woman with a kind heart and a wonderful sense of 

humour who has lived in the Steelhead Community for almost four decades.  She was 

on the Steelhead Community Association Board of Directors for many years and is still 

an active and enthusiastic member of the Association.  Before the hall was built, she 

used to host Board meetings in her home and, during the hall’s seven year construction, 

Bonnie took part in almost every work bee.  She would bring sandwiches, cookies and 

coffee for the workers, and never hesitated to roll up her sleeves when there was 

cleaning to be done.       

In recent years, Bonnie has become a fixture at the hall, opening the venue and setting 

up for events, serving food and coffee, and cleaning up when the night is done.  An 

integral part of the Steelhead Community, Bonnie has invested 

thousands of hours into both the hall and the Association. 

For many years, Bonnie was also President of the Foster 

Parent Association and she still attends meetings and serves 

as a member-at-large.  She has cared for dozens of children, 

and her dedication and kindness is felt by everyone who 

knows her.   

Bonnie downplays her contributions and is quick to sing the 

praises of her friends and neighbours.  She stresses that she 

is just one individual in an amazing community of people.  Bonnie said that she feels 

honoured to live in the Steelhead area, in particular, and in Mission as a whole. The 

community, in turn, is very grateful to her for the many wonderful things that she does.  



Dan Williams 

 

2018 Sports Volunteer of the Year Award 
Dan Williams has been volunteering on behalf of sports in Mission for almost a quarter 

of a century.  He is a past Community Service Award recipient (2014), the current 

President of Mission Minor Baseball, and the President of the Mission Sports Council, a 

group created in 2015 in order to promote and provide one cohesive voice for sports in 

the community. 

Dan has a great love for baseball.  He is active on behalf of Mission Minor Baseball, 

Challenger Baseball and BC Baseball and was instrumental in having a batting cage 

built at Mission Rotary Sports Park, a project now nearing completion.   

Dan is known for his energy and enthusiasm, as well as for his desire to promote health 

and sport related opportunities for children within the community. To further this goal, he 

has worked with the Parks, Recreation and Culture Department to 

bring KidSport Mission under the Mission Sports Council umbrella 

so that the program can develop and grow. 

Dan says that the most rewarding part about volunteering is 

seeing the young people that have been positively impacted by 

sport in our community and knowing that, in some small way, he 

has played a part in making that happen.  He also points out that 

he does not volunteer alone; he is just one person among many, and that is what makes 

volunteering so wonderful.  It builds communities through a common goal – to enrich the 

lives of those who need a hand.  While Dan would happily downplay his contributions, it 

gives us great pleasure to honour him with this well-deserved 2018 Sports Volunteer of 

the Year Award.     



Jordyn Mooney 

 

2018 Community Service Award – Under Age 25 

Jordyn Mooney is an exceptional young woman who is known for her kindness, 

generosity, optimism and delightful sense of humour.  Now fifteen years old and a 

student at Mission Senior Secondary School, Jordyn first began volunteering alongside 

her mother when she was very young.  Over the years, she has developed her own 

voice and a heart for helping others.  Jordyn has raised money for, and volunteered on 

behalf of, a variety of causes and organizations, including: 

Cops for Cancer, the Muscular Dystrophy Association, the 

Mission Food Bank, Breast Cancer Awareness, Mission 

Youth House and our local first stage housing facility, just to 

name a few.  Jordyn has also helped out on Canada Day, 

volunteered at a horse camp, and has spent time visiting 

with and helping seniors at The Residence in Mission, which 

most of you will know as TRIM.   

Wise beyond her years, Jordyn possesses a stellar work ethic and has a strength of 

character and a resiliency that most adults would envy.  As a young girl, Jordyn 

experienced a number of difficult things including the loss of several people close to her 

and began to suffer from anxiety.  She started to bake as a way to manage her 

symptoms and found it so therapeutic that she developed an idea she called 

“Copecakes”.  Ultimately, she decided to use what she had learned to help others.  

Working in partnership with local community groups, she organized and developed 

Copecakes sessions for youth who, like her, struggle with anxiety.   



 

Jordyn recognizes that life can sometimes be very difficult and but 

says that she has learned that if we have people in our lives that we 

can turn to for support then, no matter what we are facing, we don’t 

need to feel so alone.  Jordyn says that she is very grateful for all 

the love and support that she has received and that she wants to 

be a youth mental health and addictions counsellor one day so that 

she, in turn, can help others.   

We are very fortunate to have someone like this young lady in our 

community and it is with much appreciation that Council presents her with this 2018 

Community Service Award in the under the age of 25 category.     
 

 



Reg and Lily Sayers 

 

2018 Community Service Award 
Reg and Lily Sayers are a husband and wife team who volunteer extensively at Mission 

Community Services. Reg has been involved with MCSS for the past 8 years and Lily 

has been helping out for the past 6.  Reg volunteers in the Seniors Connection Office 

and they both enjoy being part of the amazing group of people who run the Mission 

Christmas Bureau.  They are, however, perhaps best known for their efforts on behalf of 

MCSS’s Volunteer Income Tax program which provides free tax preparation for qualified 

residents.  During the 2016 tax season, 

they helped 858 residents complete 

their taxes.  In 2017, this number rose 

to 990.  Reg is in charge of looking over 

and helping fill out the intake forms, 

answering questions, notifying people 

when their documents are ready for 

pick-up, and explaining the income tax returns when they come in.  Lily, on the other 

hand, works quietly and efficiently in the office, organizing all of the forms and 

distributing these to the volunteer tax preparers.  Lily and Reg are known for their hard 

work, dedication, kindness and patience.   

When asked why they volunteer, both Reg and Lily spoke about how good it feels to 

help others.  They also wanted to stress that they are just a small part of a large and 

impressive team of volunteers who work incredibly hard each year to help others in the 

community.   



Doug Hughes 

 

2018 Community Service Award – Under Age 25 

Doug Hughes is an impressive young man who has been volunteering in one way or 

another for many years.  With a heart for both people and animals, Doug started out 

helping in a cat shelter when he was just 12 years old and has grown into an 

inspirational supporter and advocate of youth, LGBTQ and SOGI in our community.  

Doug has given presentations to staff and students at the University of the Fraser Valley 

on these topics through the Fraser Valley Youth Society and has participated in many 

community events to bring awareness to youth and the barriers that they face.  Doug 

helped organize, and volunteered at, the Fraser Valley 

Pride event.  He has also volunteered on behalf of the 

Mission Folk Music Festival and was a Counsellor at Camp 

Luther for several years.   

Doug says that it is important to him to participate in and 

give back to the community.  He places great value in 

treating people with respect and in forging positive 

relationships with others. Having himself been a child of 

the foster care system, Doug works hard to reach out to 

youth in need of support and provide guidance wherever possible.   

We are very fortunate to have a young man of his caliber in our community and it is with 

great pleasure that Council presents him with this well-deserved 2018 Community 

Service Award.     



Dick Brodie 

 

2018 Lifetime Achievement Award 
Dick Brodie is a longtime Mission resident who has been volunteering in the community 

in one capacity or another since he moved here in the early 1980s.  Dick was named 

the Sports Volunteer of the Year in 1991 in recognition of his tireless efforts on behalf of 

many different sports clubs in Mission, including but not limited to: lacrosse, soccer and 

badminton. Dick served as the President of the Mission Soccer Club for 7 years and the 

President of Mission Minor Lacrosse for 5 years.  In addition, he coached both sports for 

15 years and was a longtime badminton coach at Cherry 

Hill Elementary School.   

Dick is also a founding member of the Mission Optimist 

Club and served as its President for several years. He 

organized the Optimist Club’s Charity Golf tournament 

for 18 years and served a term as a Governor for 

Optimist International. 

Dick loves working with and helping youth and has a 

great deal of respect for his fellow volunteers.  He says 

that the best part about volunteering is the people that 

you meet and he encourages everyone go out, find 

something that they love doing, and then help as many people as possible.  Dick points 

out that, ultimately, it is not about what the community can do for you, but rather, what 

you can do for the community.  We are very fortunate to have a person with Dick’s 

dedication and drive in the community and are pleased to recognize his contributions 

with this Lifetime Achievement Award.  



Sophie Zehner 

 

2018 Lifetime Achievement Award 

Sophie Zehner is a hardworking and dedicated woman who has been contributing to the 

betterment of the community for almost five decades.   A 2014 Community Service 

Award recipient, who has also been recognized for her work on the Seniors Centre Task 

Force, Sophie was celebrated as a woman of distinction by the Mission Community 

Archives’ Paths and Pathfinders program in 2015. 

A tireless advocate for seniors, both in our community and throughout the Province, 

Sophie serves as the President of the Mission Branch of 

the Old Age Pensioner’s Organization and as the Alternate 

Director for the North Fraser Old Age Pensioner’s 

Organization.  In addition to her leadership role in the 

seniors’ community, she is also a hardworking member of 

the Ukrainian Church and Hall. 

Sophie is passionate in her pursuits.  She is a skilled 

spokesperson and advocate but she is also a ‘where the 

rubber meets the road’ type of volunteer who is happy to roll up her sleeves and pitch in 

whenever there is a need.  She prepares lunches, organizes events, and is quick to 

assist those around her who may require a helping hand.   

The community of Mission is fortunate to have her working on behalf of its citizens and it 

is with great pleasure that Council recognizes Sophie with this well-deserved Lifetime 

Achievement Award. 



125th Anniversary Organizing Committee  

 

2018 Special Recognition Award 

2017 was a significant year for our community as it marked the 125th anniversary of our 

incorporation in 1892. Mission’s 125th Anniversary was a year filled with events and 

celebrations recognizing the strength of our heritage and our culture. Again and again, 

throughout the year, we were honoured and inspired by the energy and commitment of all who 

took part in celebrating Mission. Over 500 volunteers and over 600 artists, artisans and 

performers made it possible for thousands of people from across our community, and the 

region, to come together to explore, honour, and celebrate the past 125 years and beyond. It 

was a truly special year and each and every person who took part deserves our thanks.   

There was, however, a very special group who worked diligently behind the scenes to ensure 

that all of the festivities came off without a hitch.  This team, under the leadership of Stephanie 

Key, our Deputy Director of Parks, Recreation and Culture, designed, developed, and hosted 

the marquee events, and coordinated the efforts of hundreds of volunteers, performers, artists, 

and artisans across the community in honouring and celebrating Mission’s 125th Anniversary.   

The 125th Anniversary Organizing Committee consisted of many remarkable individuals, and we 

would like to thank them as follows: 

 Nancy Arcand - for her creative flair and ongoing commitment to the arts; 

 Remco Bergman - for his dedicated volunteerism and leadership among peers in local 

business; 

 Val Billesberger, our community’s archivist - for her invaluable contributions to 



highlighting the many Mission Moments of our past 125 years and her presence and 

involvement in nearly every single aspect of the anniversary; 

 Kristin Parsons, Jo-Anne Chadwick and Janessa Derksen - for their contributions to the 

marquee events, especially the chili; 

 Jamie Hayes - for her support in rallying historic downtown Mission and hosting a 

Missionfest to remember; 

 Doug Pearson and Jeanne Price - for their work helping connect across generations and 

bringing together Mission’s seniors to reflect and celebrate; 

 Angie Hetlinger - for her energy and commitment, and for engaging the Mission 

Community Foundation in the Anniversary; 

 Afton Schindel, our community librarian -  for her creativity and commitment to involving 

the library in the events; 

 Joanna McBride - for coordinate everything to do with Fraser River Heritage Park and 

Danielle Chard for backing her up and bringing calm creative energy to the events; 

 Michelle Demers-Shaevitz - for continually inspiring with fresh ideas, excellent 

programming and world-class performances to the Folk-fest and beyond; 

 Michael Boronowski - for bringing people together throughout the year to celebrate this 

important milestone; and finally 

 Stephanie Key - for her tireless leadership and attention to detail that made sure each 

and every event was a success. 

Together they formed the 125th Anniversary Organizing Committee, and we are pleased to 

present them with the Special Recognition Award for their work in bringing the anniversary to 

life. 

 

 



Dan Rempel 

 

2018 Special Accomplishment Award 
Dan Rempel is the lead pastor at the Cedar Valley Mennonite Church.  In the summer 

of 2015, Dan initiated a project that touched the hearts of many in the community and, 

ultimately, changed the lives of 14 people forever. Moved by the plight of refugees 

throughout the world and recognizing that many hands working together can accomplish 

what two cannot, Dan sent a message to local churches asking if there was interest in 

sponsoring refugees from the Congo to come to Mission.   What followed was an 

outpouring of compassion and generosity, not just from our local churches but from the 

community as a whole. It took a large group of dedicated people, a lot of hard work, and 

months of planning, strategizing and ingenuity but, in 

March of 2016, a family of 14 refugees from the Congo 

arrived, via Burundi, to their new homes in Mission. 

Described as a compassionate and caring leader who is 

dedicated to both his congregation and his community, 

Dan is quick to minimize his role in bringing this initiative to 

fruition.  He says that he is very proud of the way that the community worked together, 

not just to bring the refugees to Canada but also to help, encourage and welcome them 

after their arrival.   He also recognizes the challenges faced by the refugees themselves 

who have had to adjust to a new country, a new culture, a new climate and a new 

language.  We appreciate his leadership and his compassion for others and are proud 

to present him with this well-deserved Special Accomplishment Award. 



Natashia Cox 

 

2018 Community Service Award 
Natashia Cox is a Project Manager with the Fraser Valley Watersheds Coalition and a 

passionate community and environmental champion.  Both through her job and as a 

member of the public, she works tirelessly to promote partnerships and education 

related to watershed restoration and preservation. 

Described by others as intelligent, inclusive, and inspirational, Natashia has a gift for 

bringing people together. She works with non-profit organizations, corporations, all 

levels of government, First Nations, and our local community. Coordinating watershed 

and environmental projects, she connects children and their families, students, and 

interested community members to nature through hands-on action and playful learning 

exploration.     

Natashia is also an active volunteer who, over the years, has dedicated countless hours 

on behalf of a number of organizations, including: 

 the Fraser Valley Conservancy; 

 the TD Friends of the Environment Foundation; 

and 

 ECO Canada, as the BC Chapter Lead.  

She is also a supporter of the Mission Folk Music Festival and a former member of the 

District of Mission’s Heritage Commission.  

Natashia’s dual role as both a professional biologist and a community volunteer has 

made her especially appreciative of the contributions of those around her. Natashia 

says that the volunteers at the Fraser Valley Watersheds Coalition and in the 

community at large are an inspiration to her and she is very grateful to play a small part 

in their efforts to make watershed restoration and environmental conservation a reality.   



Mervin Hildebrandt 

 

2018 Community Service Award 

Mervin Hildebrandt is a longtime Mission resident who has been volunteering at the 

Mission Food Bank since 2004 and has been a member of the Citizens’ Advisory 

Committee at our local prisons for over a decade. He is described as “the kind of man 

who comes in before everyone else, works hard, and takes care of business without 

getting ruffled”.  Mervin has a reputation for being 

honest and frank but also humble and kind.  He 

takes the time to get to know people’s names and 

always does his best to accommodate the needs 

of his clients.   

Whether he is working to improve the lives of 

prison inmates or assisting those in need within 

our community, Mervin’s practical, can-do 

approach is very much appreciated by those around him.  He says that he does not 

think of himself as a volunteer; he is just a guy who enjoys helping out and having a say 

in the community.   

We are very grateful for everything that Mervin does to help make the world and our 

community a better place and are pleased to be able to present Mervin with this well-

deserved Community Service Award. 



Daphne Sleigh  

 

2018 Special Accomplishment Award 

Daphne Sleigh is an accomplished author who has been researching and writing about 

British Columbia’s history since the 1970s.  A longtime Historical Society volunteer, 

Daphne co-authored her first book, Maple Ridge: A History of Settlement, as part of a 

team working out of the Maple Ridge Historical Society.  Her second book, Discovering 

Deroche, was published in 1983 and won the Lieutenant Governor’s Award from the BC 

Historical Federation.  Since then, she has researched and written nine more books and 

has contributed countless hours as a dedicated and enthusiastic volunteer for the 

Mission District Historical Society.    

Daphne’s most recent project involved working with Archivist Valerie Billesberger to 

adapt and update a book on Mission that was first published in 1973.  The initial plan 

was to make minor changes and reprint the book in honour of Mission’s 125th 

anniversary in 2017.  The project, however, quickly became far more comprehensive in 

scope.   

Retitled Mission As it Was, this second edition contains many additional facts and 

photos, tells stories about Mission and the communities along the Fraser River from 

Stave Falls to Lake Errock, and fills in the historical record from the 1970s to the 

present in an informative and captivating way.     

Daphne spent hundreds of hours researching, writing, editing and compiling this book.  

Because of her efforts, an important part of Mission’s history has been preserved, not 

only for us but for future generations as well.  



Wally Warkentin 

 

2018 Community Service Award 

Wally Warkentin moved to Mission just a few months ago but he has been actively 

contributing to the betterment of our community for many years. A lifelong volunteer, 

Wally became involved with the Canadian Cadets program 12 years ago and joined 521 

“Aurora” Squadron Royal Canadian Air Cadets in Mission 8 years ago. 

No one knows for sure exactly how many hours Wally volunteers each month, though 

estimates place it in the 100 to 140 hour range; what everyone can agree on, however, 

is that the program would not be the same without him.  Wally is a leader, a mentor and 

a gifted instructor.  He attends almost every squadron 

activity and teaches lessons on effective speaking, 

orienteering, survival, teamwork, special operations, 

and leadership. He also encourages, inspires and 

challenges the cadets to do and be their very best.   

Wally says that he is honoured to work with a really 

great bunch of kids and explained that they have a 

special knack for making him feel young, and 

sometimes not so young, at the same time.  He believes in commitment and hard work, 

and enjoys watching children grow up to become mature and responsible adults. 

The cadets of the Aurora Squadron, their families, and the District of Mission as a 

whole, are grateful to Wally and recognize his role in helping to guide and shape the 

youth of our community.  



Julie Hartland and Moneca Harder 

 

Community Service Award 
Julie Hartland and Moneca Harder are good friends who have joined forces to create a 

truly impressive volunteering team.  With a shared love for both gardening and animals, 

Julie and Moneca have worked together to raise thousands of dollars over the years for 

the Fraser Valley Humane Society, SAINTS, and Elizabeth’s Wildlife Centre.  The 

majority of the funds that they raise are dedicated to the operation of the Fraser Valley 

Humane Society’s Feline Adoption Centre on Railway Avenue, which benefits our furry 

friends and their human families in Mission and the 

surrounding area.   

Moneca and Julie are the driving force behind a number of 

well-known fundraising initiatives in 

the community.  Many of you will be 

familiar with their Green Thumb 

Plant Sale which occurs over two 

weekends in May, as well as their 

very successful bake sales that take place twice a year at the 

Prospera Credit Union. They are also involved in the Pet 

Photos with Santa project and usually have a raffle or two on 

the go.  They travel all over the Fraser Valley collecting funds from businesses that 

have agreed to display donation boxes and have forged strong relationships with local 

pet stores and businesses who donate pet food to the food bank.   

Julie and Moneca are quick to express gratitude to their incredible network of volunteers 

and businesses who have donated both time and money to their cause.  We, in turn, are 

grateful to them for the amazing way in which they lead and inspire others.  



Ernestine O’Rourke 

 

Community Service Award 
Ernestine O’Rourke, known to her friends as Ernie, is an enthusiastic supporter of the 

Mission Friendship Centre, Mission Connect Events, Stone Soup, and Mission Youth 

House, and is a well-known and much beloved advocate for at-risk youth in Mission. 

Ernie knows firsthand how precarious life can be for young people.  Her own biological 

mother died when she was young.   As the story goes, her adopted mother heard about 

an orphaned child who needed some clothes, stopped by with a donation, and promptly 

fell in love.  Ernie went from being all alone to being her siblings’ most unexpected 

Christmas gift ever.      

Ernie said she learned the importance of getting involved and giving back from her 

mother who used to collect mittens and gloves that Ernie would then hand out to those 

in need.     

As an adult, Ernie spent most of her career working in family law practices and 

witnessed first-hand the positive and negative impacts that 

circumstances can have on children. Her own personal 

history combined with her professional experiences 

have led a now retired Ernie to become extensively 

involved in helping Mission’s most vulnerable 

populations in any way that she can. 

Ernie runs women’s groups, supports the homeless, and 

generally gives generously of her time wherever it is needed within the community.  

She is, however, perhaps best known for her advocacy work on behalf of Mission’s 



youth.  Part of the MY House project from its conception and construction phase, Ernie 

is now known as the “House Mom”.  She is on the MY House Advisory Committee and 

is famous for her Friday night “Family Meals”.  Ernie believes that everyone, especially 

youth, need to feel like they belong and are connected to something bigger than just 

themselves.  She stresses the importance of establishing healthy adult relationships 

and believes that we need to combat the effects of neglect and abandonment in our 

youth.   Ernie does precisely that.  She has helped create a sense of “what home can 

be like” for those who, in many cases, have never experienced it.   When you ask Ernie 

what drives her, she will tell you that she is “all about people, especially youth” and it 

shows.  Mission is a safer, healthier and more welcoming place because of this 

wonderful woman.  



Tracy Martin 

 

2018 Against the Odds Achievement Award 

Tracy Martin was born and raised in Mission.  As someone who has had to overcome 

many of the significant challenges faced by people with intellectual disabilities, including 

stigma and discrimination, Tracy has developed a special place in her heart for others, 

especially those who are, in many ways, the most vulnerable members of our 

community.  

Tracy has three part-time jobs and a busy personal life but still finds time to volunteer 

extensively.  For the past six years, Tracy has dedicated countless hours to the Mission 

Community Services Society.  In her volunteer position, she assists in assembling 

hygiene kits that are later distributed to individuals who are homeless or who live in 

Mission’s shelters.  Tracy also volunteers her time to teach 

other adults with intellectual disabilities how to use Mission’s 

transit system.   

When asked why she volunteers, Tracy said that she was 

initially guided by a general desire to give back to the 

community but that she specifically chose to work at Mission 

Community Services assembling the hygiene kits because 

she wanted to help people in an immediate and meaningful 

way. Tracy explained that small things can have a big impact and that everyone feels 

better, more confident, and more included in society when they are clean.  Tracy is truly 

a beautiful person who is committed to helping others feel more beautiful as well.   



Ron Cockroft  

 
2018 Lifetime Achievement Award 

(Posthumous – 1928-2017) 
 
Ron Cockroft was an extraordinary man whose kindness, compassion and drive to 

serve others touched all those around him.  His passing in October of 2017 was a great 

loss to the community and Council felt it was only right to honour him, posthumously, 

with this Lifetime Achievement Award. 

Ron was an intelligent and hardworking gentleman who came to Mission with his wife in 

the early 1990s.  He ran a nursery in Ferndale for a number of years before retiring. 

Once in retirement, he served his community as a volunteer with the Mission 

Community Services Society, volunteered as a Seniors’ Counsellor, and became a 

driver and dispatcher for the Canadian Cancer Society.  Over the years, Ron lent his 

voice to a number of committees, participated in fundraisers, and helped people with 

their taxes and other government required documentation.  Most importantly, though, 

Ron listened to people. He took time to sit with them, to get to know them.  He 

encouraged them and he treated them with respect.   

Ron was given a much deserved Community Service Award from the District in 2006.  

In recent years, he struggled with increasingly poor health that gradually drew him 

further and further away from both his family and the community.    

Though we are saddened by his passing, we are grateful for this 

opportunity to recognize the countless ways in which he went out of his 

way to improve the lives of those around him.  His beloved wife Sandy 

tells us that Ron really loved the Fraser Valley and the people he met 

here.  We, in turn, are very much honoured to have called him one of 

our own.   His daughter, Stephanie Cockroft Brown, was in attendance 

to accept the award on behalf of the Cockroft family. 



Barry McLeod 

 
2018 Citizen of the Year  

Barry McLeod is remarkable man whose passion for the community and compassion for 

people extends far beyond the parameters of his job.  Barry is a youth worker who has 

devoted not just his career but also his life to helping others.   

He spent the first 10 years after graduating from the University of Manitoba  working in 

Vancouver’s downtown east side before taking a job in Abbotsford.  Two years later, in 

1993, he moved to Mission where he has lived and worked ever since.   

Barry says he appreciates the friendliness of Mission residents 

but also values the “made in Mission” mentality – which is 

characterized by people who are willing to step up and work 

together in order to get things done.  
Barry sits, and has sat, on a multitude of committees both as an individual and a Youth 

Unlimited representative.  He is active at Mission Connect Events, Stone Soup Suppers, 

and as a champion for restorative justice and restorative ways of resolving conflict for 

youth in our community.  Barry volunteers as a coach and a mentor, and has taught 

sports, art and woodworking.  He is a 

longtime advocate of Mission Youth House 

and said that he knew from the start that, as 

long as the project was built on a foundation 

of unconditional love, that would be the bridge 

that was needed to help young people feel 

safe and at home.  
There is, quite simply, not enough time here 

this evening to list all of Barry’s many 

accomplishments.  He is a hardworking, 

down-to-earth and kind-hearted man who has been described by one of his colleagues 



as both “a hero and a walking example of community development in Mission”.    

We are very honoured to have this opportunity to celebrate Barry and the profound 

impact that he has had on this community.  

 



Betty Robertson  

 
Freeman of the City 

(Awarded in 2018) 

Betty Robertson has lived in Mission for almost fifty years and worked at Mission 

Memorial Hospital for the better part of two decades. After retiring in 1987, Betty joined 

the Lifetime Learning Centre where she took classes in journal writing and family history 

studies. In 1988, she began working with Catherine Marcellus and Betty Dandy to 

document the history of the hospital.  Under the auspices of the Lifetime Learning 

Centre Society, these women formed “The Mission Studies Group” and published a 

history of medicine, nursing and community involvement in the building of our local 

hospital.  

 During this time, Betty also became involved with the Mission Community Archives 

where she has been the Volunteer Coordinator ever since.  Through her exceptional 

organizational skills and genuine interest in others, she has helped build a team-

oriented workplace and a nurturing atmosphere where people 

feel valued and are happy to volunteer.   

In 2006, the District of Mission presented Betty with a Lifetime 

Achievement Award and, in 2010, she was recognized by the 

Mission Community Heritage Commission for her work on the 

book “Mission’s Living Memories”.   

Betty, now 94, still volunteers at the Mission Community 

Archives each week to make sure that the volunteers’ hours are 

kept up-to-date.   

When asked why she loves the Archives, Betty said that volunteering there makes her 

feel youthful and that the “work is always interesting and the people are always 

wonderful”. Betty has had a hand both in creating and preserving Mission’s history and 

this community would not be the same without her.      



Terry Gidda 
 

 
 

Freeman of the City Medal 
(Awarded in 2018) 

Terry Gidda moved to Canada in September of 1968 and has, for the past 50 years, 

given selflessly of his time and talents for the betterment of our community.  He is a 

Queen’s Jubilee medal recipient, a former District of Mission Councillor (from 2005-

2008; 2008-2011), and a longtime member of and leader within the Mission Gur Sikh 

Society.  
Terry is a kind man who cares deeply about Mission, the 

Fraser Valley, and the well-being of those around him.  Over 

the years, he has been a director with the Fraser Valley 

Regional District, the FVRD Hospital Board, the Fraser Valley 

Regional Library Board, the Mission Foundation, Mission 

Community Services Society, and the 

Fraser Valley Credit Union.  He has served on the Mission 

Foundation Scholarship Committee, two different Citizen’s Advisory 

Committees, the Mission and District Health Council, the Mission 

Recreation Committee, and the Mission Abbotsford Transit 

Committee.  He has also been either the President or the Secretary 

of the Mission Gur Sikh Society since 1995 and is currently serving 

as both. 

While by no means exhaustive, this list serves as a reflection of both Terry’s love for the 

community and his commitment to its residents.   

We are deeply grateful for his service on behalf of the people of Mission and it is with 

great pleasure that Council bestows upon him the designation of Freeman of the City. 



Cal Crawford 

 
 

Freeman of the City Medal 
(Awarded in 2018) 

Cal Crawford is a retired real estate agent who credits his parents with teaching him the 

importance of being involved in and giving back to one’s community. A longtime Mission 

resident and a lifelong volunteer, he has served tirelessly on behalf of a variety of 

different organizations and boards, including:  

 the Mission Regional Chamber of Commerce; 
 the Mission Mid-day Rotary Club; 
 the Kinsmen Club of Mission; 
 Community Futures North Fraser Investments; 
 the Mission International Cultural Association; 
 the Fraser Valley Real Estate Board - Brokers Council; 
 Mission Hospice Society; 
 Mission Community Services Society; and  
 the Mission Seniors Centre Association,  to name just a few.  

Cal is a Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal winner (2012) as well as a past recipient of 

both a Community Service Award (1991) and a Citizen of the Year Award (1995).  Not 

long ago, he served as the Director of Ceremonies for the 2014 BC Winter Games and, 

along with his fellow directors, was recognized by Council in the form of a Special 

Accomplishment Award (2014) and induction into the District of Mission’s Sports Hall of 

Fame.  

Cal is known for being intelligent, thoughtful, hardworking and cooperative and his 

ability to lead and inspire others has been of great benefit to this community.   

Cal says that he enjoys volunteering and considers it both a privilege and a civic 

responsibility to provide input into the development of the community.  He also 

commented that he has had the pleasure of knowing many of Mission’s Freemen, past 



and present, and that he is deeply honoured and humbled to be included in their 

company.   
 

Freeman Crawford was unable to attend the April 19, 2018 Community Service Awards Ceremony and was instead presented with this award at the 

May 7, 2018 Regular Meeting of Council. 



Mel Zajac 

 

Freeman of the City Medal 
(Awarded in 2018) 

Mel Zajac is a successful businessman whose kindness and generosity of spirit has 

impacted and, in some cases, outright changed the lives of tens, and possibly 

hundreds, of thousands of people over the years.  Though not a Mission resident, he 

has deep ties to this community and is a longtime property owner.   

While known far and wide for his philanthropy, Mel’s relationship 

with Mission began in the late 1980’s while he was watching 

television.  There was a segment on the news about Sandcastle 

Preschool, a special needs group in our community, which was in 

danger of losing its operating space.  Mel was so touched by the 

story that he reached out to them and offered to build a facility.  

What took place over the next year was nothing short of 

remarkable.  As good as his word, Mel moved them from the small, 

cramped quarters that they were in danger of losing into a beautiful 

new building on Second Avenue that has been the home of both the 

preschool and the Mission Association for Community Living 

(MACL) ever since.    

In the years that followed, Mel also opened his world renowned 

Zajac Ranch for Children on the western shore of Stave Lake.   This 

40 acre ranch provides an opportunity for children with serious and chronic illnesses 

and disabilities to experience the joys of summer camp, often for the first time.  With a 



remarkable, caring staff and a state-of-the-art medical centre, Zajac Ranch offers a safe 

environment for children to learn, explore, and grow.  It is truly an extraordinary place, 

built by an extraordinary man.  

Mel says that there is great joy and satisfaction in helping others and that, from the time 

that he was young, growing up in a poor family in Manitoba, he knew that he wanted to 

make a difference.   

Both an Order of BC and an Order of Canada recipient, Mel has had a tremendous 

impact not just on Mission but also on the world around him.  The scope of his 

philanthropy is awe inspiring and we are profoundly grateful for the way that he has 

influenced and improved the community and the lives of many Mission residents. 

 



Andrew Hale 

 
2020 Sports Volunteer of the Year Award 

Andrew Hale is a dedicated father, athlete and coach who has been a 

member of the sporting community for most of his life. Andrew grew up 

playing team sports, was on the volleyball team at UBC, and took over his  

first coaching assignment from his father not long after he graduated from 

university. After a brief break when his children were very young, Andrew 

returned to coaching with great enthusiasm and now considers himself 

extremely fortunate to be able to pass on his knowledge and his love for team 

sports to his own daughters. 



Andrew comes from a family of counsellors and teachers, and says that he 

learned about winning, losing, and the art of doing both gracefully from his 

parents. Andrew estimates that, over the years, his 

mother coached somewhere between 40 to 50 

teams, while his dad coached another 200 teams, 

across seven different sports. Andrew himself is 

drawing close to those numbers. He has coached approximately 45 different 

teams in the following sports: softball; volleyball; basketball; and soccer.  

While Andrew is admittedly a skilled instructor, his accomplishments go 

far beyond his ability to build a winning team. Andrew teaches athletes 

to give 100 percent by giving 110 percent. He teaches them how to win 

humbly and how to lose gracefully - both on and off the field. He is the 

first one to offer a helping hand, not just to his players but to his 

colleagues in the coaching ranks as well. Described as a 'community 

builder who goes out of his way to include and inspire others', Andrew is 

an outstanding role model and mentor who cares deeply about those 

around him. 

When asked about his volunteerism, Andrew stresses that he is just one 

person in a sea of incredible volunteers. He says that he will never forget 

the people who coached him when he was young and that it is an 



incredible honour to watch children grow into adulthood and to be part  

of some of their special moments. 

It is with great pleasure that the District of Mission presents Andrew Hale with 

this well-deserved 2020 Sports Volunteer of the Year Award. 



Angel Elias 

 

2020 Community Service Award 

Angel Elias is a long time Mission resident who cares deeply about our 

community and about people in need.  From her early days working in the 

hospitality industry to her present job as the Executive Director of the Mission 

Hospice Society, Angel’s career has always focused on serving others.  Not 

surprisingly, her personal life too is an extension of that.   

Over and above the countless hours that Angel spends working on behalf of 

the Hospice Society, she also volunteers her time and talents on behalf of a 

variety of organizations and causes within the community.  Angel was a 



member of the Mission Mid-Day Rotary Club for over 10 years.  She served 

as its President and its Secretary, and was instrumental in fundraising for a 

number of different projects.  Angel shopped for the Blessings in a Backpack 

program, helped fundraise for a Score Board at Mission Sports Park and, for 

many years, volunteered at the Mission Candlelight Parade, the Rotary Gala 

and the Rotary Carol Festival.  Angel also volunteered on behalf of both 

Mission Minor Hockey and the Mission Lacrosse Association and remains 

an avid supporter of St. Joseph’s Food Bank, Mission Youth House, and 

Hope Central.  She serves on both the Mission Regional Chamber of 

Commerce Board and the Mission Community Heritage Commission and, as 

if all that were not enough, she was also one of the hardworking and 

dedicated people who worked so tirelessly to organize Mission’s extremely 

successful 2014 BC Winter Games. 

Angel believes in helping others and thinks that volunteering should be a 

family pursuit.  She encourages her children to get involved in the community 

and to have compassion and respect for others.  Angel says that she loves 

Mission and that it makes her happy to be of service - to her friends, her 

neighbours, and the entire community. 

Described by others as a truly amazing person, Angel strives to make the 

world a better place, one day and one act of kindness at a time.  



Bert Pulles 

 

2020 Community Service Award 

Bert Pulles is both an extraordinary person and an unbelievably hardworking 

volunteer who cares deeply about people and about the world around him.  

A dedicated and enthusiastic member of Communities in Bloom, Bert has 

been putting his impressive array of skills to work on behalf of the 

organization, and Mission as a whole, for the better part of the past decade 

and a half.   



Bert began volunteering in 2006 when he 

helped to design, install and maintain the 

original Oyama Friendship Garden on the 

grounds of the Mission Regional Chamber of 

Commerce.  By 2008, he had joined the newly 

formed Mission Communities in Bloom 

organization.  Since then, Bert has worked 

steadfastly to promote countless 

Communities in Bloom projects and initiatives and has served faithfully on 

the organization’s Executive Committee, both as a Director and as its 

President.  Bert has also been a Director at the provincial level and has 

represented Mission at various national events.   

To truly understand what Bert brings to the table, however, one first needs 

to consider who this man is.  Over the course of his life, Bert has been a 

baker, a blacksmith, a machinist, a salesman, a manager, a landscaper, a 

mole control specialist, an inventor, a successful businessman and an 

entrepreneur.  He is outgoing, energetic, enthusiastic, fun-loving and 

passionate about all things Communities in Bloom.  He is also, and we say 

this with genuine affection and respect, completely and utterly relentless.   

As Bert often puts it, he “likes yes better than no”.    



This makes him a brilliant fundraiser, promoter and spokesperson for the 

organization.  More than one person has made the mistake of telling Bert 

that they will volunteer once they quit 

working only to find Bert waiting for them 

with a smile at their retirement party! 

Bert says that people often think that 

Communities in Bloom is just “about 

flowers” but that it really isn’t.  He explains 

that it is about people working together to 

build a better life.  It is about teaching our young people to honour and 

celebrate the world around us.  It is about respecting what we have and 

sharing it with others.  It is about coming into community with one another so 

that we can all bloom and grow.   

We are truly grateful for this opportunity to thank Bert for his dedication to 

the community and for the many ways in which he routinely makes this world 

of ours a better and more beautiful place.   



Brenda Davison 

 

2020 Sports Volunteer of the Year Award 

Brenda Davison is a remarkable woman who has been volunteering in one 

form or another since she was a youth.  Raised by a mother who cared 

deeply about others and gave freely of her time, Brenda grew up believing 

that it is just what people are supposed to do.  She loves helping kids, values 

her fellow workers, and considers volunteering to be its own reward. 

In addition to her many other acts of service, Brenda has been involved with 

Mission Minor Baseball for more than 35 years. She has been a coach, a 



division coordinator, the club 

President and, for much of the 

last 20 years, has served as its 

Secretary.  She is passionate 

about the sport and is dedicated 

to making the baseball 

experience the best that it can be for both players and their parents.  In 

addition to her many years on the executive committee, Brenda has washed 

and repaired uniforms, cooked hotdogs, organized opening and closing day 

events, coordinated photo days, mentored other volunteers, and has 

generally championed the sport of baseball within our community.  

Brenda’s kindness and enthusiasm are infectious and her commitment to 

young people and those less fortunate is 

legendary.  In the words of one of her 

fellow volunteers, “All communities need 

people like Brenda.  She, and others like 

her, are what make Mission such a 

wonderful place to raise a family.”   

It is with great pleasure that we recognize Brenda Davison with this 2020 

Sports Volunteer of the Year Award. 



Dr. Carol Pomeroy 

 

2020 Community Service Award 

Dr. Carol Pomeroy has been a physician in Mission since she moved here 

from Vancouver in 1992. Attracted by a desire to work in a smaller sized, 

community-focused municipality, she soon found herself putting down roots 

in Mission, both professionally and personally. 

Over the years, Carol has been involved in a variety of different community 

groups, committees, organizations, boards, associations, projects and 

events.  In some cases, she takes time out of her busy schedule to 



participate in an official capacity.  In others, she volunteers as a dedicated 

and involved citizen.  In all cases, she brings her characteristic blend of 

kindness, compassion, pragmatism and intelligence to the table and, in doing 

so, helps to make Mission a better place for us all to live, work and play. 

Carol is a member of the Division of Family Practice Board, and led their GP 

for Me initiative.  She takes time from her regular practice to provide services 

at both the Primary Care Clinic and the Mission Youth Clinic.  She has sat 

on a number of different District of 

Mission committees, participated 

in Connect Events, and, for a 

number of years, sat on the 

Mission Association for 

Community Living Board.  As if 

that weren’t enough to keep her busy, over and above her regular medical 

practice, she also serves dinner on Sunday nights at Hope Central with a 

group from her church. 

Carol says that people are the best part of what she does. They are 

interesting and, while there is admittedly a lot of need in our community, there 

is also a lot for which we can be truly grateful. She enjoys being a part of this 



community and is honoured to be working, alongside so many others, to 

advocate on behalf of Mission’s residents. 

We thank her for her service and it is with great pleasure that we present Dr. 

Pomeroy with her well-deserved 2020 Community Service Award. 



Dr. Peter Robson 

 

2020 Lifetime Achievement Award 

Dr. Peter Robson came to Mission from London, England in 1962.  He 

practiced medicine in our community for more than three decades and has 

been volunteering in an astounding variety of ways for much of the past 58 

years.  It would be an impossible task to list all of his many contributions to 

our community but, just to give you an idea, here is a brief overview of some 

of the ways in which he has helped to make Mission a better place for us all: 

• Peter was an active member of the Kinsmen Club of Canada for 13 

years, is a lifetime member, and also served as the President of the K-

40 Club, for Kinsmen over the age of 40. 



• As a Kinsmen, he learned a lot about giving back to the community. 

He was instrumental to countless fundraising and awareness 

campaigns and, in a joint Kinsmen/Rotary Club project, served as the 

Co-Chair of the team responsible for the construction of the Welton 

Towers.  

• Peter also served as the Director of Medical Services for the 2014 BC 

Winter Games Committee. This was a 

remarkable three-year commitment.  For 

this incredible act of service, in April of 

2014, Peter and his fellow committee 

members were awarded a Special 

Accomplishment Award from the District 

of Mission and were inducted into the 

District of Mission’s Sports Hall of Fame. 

• Peter served on the Mission Community Foundation Board for 10 

years, stepping down only recently after reaching the maximum time 

allowed under the Foundation’s Charter.   He continues to support their 

scholarship program and funds a bursary for young people who will be 

studying medicine and the sciences.  



• He is also is a Charter Member of the Mission Hospice, a Director of 

the Mission Granite Club, and a past Executive Member of the Mission 

Golf Club. 

Peter is known for his kindness, generosity, and willingness to help others 

and he has an uncanny ability to motivate those around him.  Described by 

a fellow volunteer as “a go-getter, who does what needs to be done, when it 

needs to be done”, Peter has spent most of 

his life assisting people in one way or another 

and his community service is just one 

manifestation of that.  

When asked about his volunteerism, Peter 

said that he enjoys helping others and taking 

on new challenges, and is happy to continue 

doing it.   

As a community, we are very grateful that he feels this way, and it is with 

great pleasure that the District presents Dr. Robson with his well-deserved 

2020 Lifetime Achievement Award. 



Dwight Elliott 

 

2020 Crime Prevention and Community Safety Award 

Dwight Elliott is a long-time Mission resident who has been volunteering with 

the Mission RCMP Crime Prevention Office for the past 7 years.  Crime 

Prevention volunteers promote community-based, educational, crime 

prevention programs by participating in RCMP supported events and 

assisting in crime reduction initiatives.  These hardworking volunteers serve 

in a variety of different capacities and are instrumental to such programs as 

Speed Watch, Citizens on Patrol, Lock Out Auto Crime, Stolen Auto 



Recovery, and Block Watch to name but a few.  Volunteers, while not 

required to commit a specific amount of time, are encouraged to serve at 

least four hours once a week.  Dwight’s contribution, however, has far 

exceeded this.  Over the past few years, he has dedicated more than 700 

hours to the program.   

Dwight is well-liked and well-respected by his Coordinator, his fellow Crime 

Prevention volunteers, and the members of the Mission RCMP detachment.  

He is a tireless and dedicated worker who takes 

on new tasks with energy and enthusiasm and is 

often called upon to train new volunteers and 

take the lead in community events.  Described 

as an “invaluable asset”, Dwight is a 

compassionate person who genuinely cares 

about the community and about making Mission 

a safer place to live.  He has a great respect for our citizens and law 

enforcement personnel and, through his many efforts, helps promote a 

positive image for the Crime Prevention Office, the Mission RCMP, and the 

community.   

It is with great pleasure that the District recognizes Dwight Elliott with this 

well-deserved 2020 Crime Prevention and Community Safety Award. 



Elke Katzenbach 

 
2020 Community Service Award 

Elke Katzenbach is an avid hiker and outdoors woman who cares deeply about people 

and about the world around her.  Originally from Germany, Elke came to Canada almost 

30 years ago and brought with her a commitment to serve others and protect the 

environment.  She has been a volunteer with the Mission Environmental Stewardship 

Society (formerly known as Adopt-A-Block) for twenty years and, prior to her retirement, 

she worked as a care aid for people living with dementia.   

Since her retirement in 2012, Elke has steadily added to her volunteer roster and is now 

involved with a variety of organizations, and serves in a number of different roles.  The 

following is just a partial list of her many volunteer efforts:  

• She is both a board member and a labourer for the Mission Environmental 

Stewardship Society. 

• She is one of our community’s intrepid Gorilla Gardeners. 

• She volunteers weekly with the Fraser Valley Gleaners Society, cutting up donated 

vegetables which are then dehydrated and shipped all over the world to people in 

need. 

• She serves meals at Hope Central in the Copper Hall. 

• She has a reading buddy through the Mission Literacy Association.  

• She participates in the Mission Repair Café which was born out of the Transition 

Town – Be the Change Movement. 



And, if all that weren’t enough, she is also a member of the Mission Sunshine Rotary Club 

and, through that organization, has volunteered in Zambia and Thailand.   

Elke is described as an inspiring leader and tireless 

volunteer who motivates and encourages others to 

get involved.  When asked why she volunteers, Elke 

said that she has never really given it much thought 

though she does believe that we all have a 

responsibility to look after our planet and each other.  

She said that it makes her happy to be involved and 

to think that, in some small way, she is helping to make a difference.     

It is with great pleasure that the District of Mission presents Elke with this well-deserved 

Community Service Award.   

 



Helen Yannacopoulos 

 

2020 Arts and Culture Award 

Helen Yannacopoulos is a wonderfully talented and creative person who 

volunteers extensively on behalf of the fine arts program at École Mission 

Secondary.  A longtime employee of the Mission School District, Helen 

dedicates more than 600 hours each year, outside of her regular duties, 

designing and producing truly remarkable costumes for plays and musicals.  

From the first auditions to the curtain call, Helen is there to inspire, 

encourage and support to the entire cast and crew.   



With a background in the fashion industry, Helen has a passion for 

education, the arts, textiles, and costume design.  She also has heart for 

young people.  Known for her kindness and professionalism, Helen goes out 

of her way to ensure that students who may be shy, sensitive or dealing with 

body image issues are made to feel attractive, confident and celebrated.  It 

is not uncommon for students to go into a costume fitting filled with anxiety 

but they always come out smiling and at ease.  Helen considers it part of her 

job as a costume designer to make everyone feel special.   

While acknowledging that each production is a tremendous amount of work, 

Helen describes it as a genuine labour of love.  She says that she considers 

herself especially blessed to have the opportunity to get to know the 

students, both in and out of the classroom, and that, when it comes time for 

her to retire as a teacher, she will continue as a volunteer because she 

cannot possibly imagine doing otherwise! 

The school, the students and the community are very fortunate to have 

someone like Helen working on their behalf, and it is with great pleasure that 

the District of Mission presents Helen Yannacopoulos with her 2020 Arts and 

Culture Award. 



Jean-Pierre Maher 

 

2020 Against the Odds Achievement Award 

Jean-Pierre Maher is a long-term Mission resident who has not let his 

disability prevent him from making the world around him a better place.  

Diagnosed as a slow learner, JP, as he is known to his friends, didn’t walk 

or talk until he was five.  As difficult as this experience was, it had a profound 

effect on him and has shaped the way he views both circumstances and the 

people around him.  JP says that it has taken a lot of hard work, and support 

from others, to overcome his challenges which is why it is especially 



important to him that everyone in our community is given a voice, listened to, 

and treated with equality and respect.   

JP has been a member of the Mission Self-Advocacy group for over 20 years 

and often represents this group at local events, including MissionFest.  He 

has been a volunteer Director on the Mission Association for Community 

Living Board for the past 6 years and currently volunteers on the District of 

Mission’s Transit Subcommittee.  JP can also be found, giving of his time 

and talents, at a variety of other community events, including speaking and 

singing at the Illuminaria Lantern Festival.   

JP is known as an optimistic and uplifting person who can always be counted 

on to speak words of encouragement to others.  He has a special gift for 

finding the positive in every situation, even the challenging ones.  When 

asked why he volunteers, JP said that he cares about the community, about 

people, and about giving back, and that it makes him happy to know that, in 

some small way, he is making a difference in the lives of others.   

It is with great pleasure that we recognize Jean-Pierre Maher with this well-

deserved 2020 Against the Odds Achievement Award. 



Jim Hinds 

 

2020 Lifetime Achievement Award 

Jim Hinds is a hardworking, intelligent, no-nonsense sort of person with a 

good sense of humour and an even better heart.  He is the type of man who, 

when he sees a need in our community, quietly steps in and takes care of 

business, without ever seeking recognition or applause.   

Over the past thirty-five years, Jim has been instrumental to the success of 

countless projects, committees, boards, associations, and events.  He has 

been volunteering at both Mission Raceway and Mission Community 



Archives since the early 1990s and, alongside District of Mission Freeman 

Doreen Phelps, has helped set-up and organize the hugely successful 

Mission Arts Council Christmas Craft Show every year since 1987.  He was 

a Director on the Mission Agricultural Association Board for 8 years and was 

its President for 7.  He served a term on Council, sat on the Mission 

Community Heritage Commission, and is a member of the Mission Seniors 

Advisory Committee, the Mission Midday Rotary Club, and the Mission 

Branch of the Royal Canadian Legion.  He volunteers on behalf of 

MissionFest, the Terry Fox Run, the Mission Hospice Run, the Mission 

Health Care Auxiliary Society, and St. Joseph’s Food Bank, just to name a 

few.  In 1992, Jim was honoured with a Special Service Award for organizing 

the Mission Centennial Parade, which was one of 

the largest parades ever held in Mission.  He also 

served as the marshal for our beloved Mission 

Candlelight Parade from 1994 to 2015.  

Though he is quick to downplay his own 

contributions, Jim has always recognized the 

value of volunteers in our community.  He says that 

nothing is ever accomplished without people being willing to step up and get 

things done.    



We are deeply grateful, as a Council and a community, that Jim is one of 

those people and it is with great pleasure we present him with this 2020 

Lifetime Achievement Award. 



John Glendon (Glen) Flett 

 

2020 Special Recognition Award  

(Posthumous – 1950-2019) 

John Glendon Flett, known to his friends as Glen, was born in Victoria, British 

Columbia in 1950 and his path to Mission was an unusual one.  In trouble 

with the law from the time he was young, Glen spent 23 years in prison.  It 

was while behind bars for murder at the Kent Institution in 1982 that he 

surrendered his life to the Lord and became a Christian - a decision that 

would ultimately impact not only his life but the lives of countless others and 

our entire community.    



In 1992, the year he made full parole from Mission Minimum Institution 

(formerly known as Ferndale), Glen and his beloved wife, Sherry Edmunds 

Flett, co-founded L.I.N.C. which stands for Long-term Inmates Now in the 

Community.  A registered non-profit charity, L.I.N.C.’s mission is to promote 

equality and justice for all by advancing the basic principles of restorative 

justice through positive intervention in the lives of people sentenced to 

lengthy terms of incarceration and in the lives of their families.    

Through his work with L.I.N.C., Glen created and maintained Emma’s Acres, 

organized volunteers for the Mission Folk Festival and the Mission Soapbox 

Derby, put on Clean and Sober Christmas Dinners, facilitated countless 

support groups, promoted the cause of restorative justice and gave a voice 

to the voiceless.   

For those of you who do not know, Emma’s Acres is an agricultural social 

enterprise business that employs survivors/victims, ex-offenders, and 

offenders.  The farm is on a 3.2-hectare property leased to L.I.N.C. by the 

District of Mission and the vegetables, herbs, and fruit produced there are 

sold in the community with a portion donated to local non-profit groups, 

including the food banks and the community kitchen.  The proceeds of the 

social enterprise business fund the work of the L.I.N.C. Society in the 

community as well as its work with survivors of serious crime.   



Over the course of his life, Glen was recognized for his charitable work in 

many ways.  In 1996, he was awarded the University College of the Fraser 

Valley’s Volunteer of the Year award for another program he developed 

called Partners in Learning which pairs tutors from a Minimum-Security 

Institution with at-risk youth in alternative schools in Mission and Abbotsford. 

He was nominated twice for the Ron Wiebe Restorative Justice Award and 

is being honored posthumously with the Commissioner’s Commendation 

Award from the Correctional Service of Canada. Glen was also the subject 

of several deeply moving CBC radio pieces on his life and his work.   

That is Glen’s story.  

Glen, the man, was quiet and humble and profoundly grateful to God for his 

life, and his family, and the opportunity to serve others.  From taking a 

second job watering Mission's downtown plants in the early morning hours 

in order to be able to maintain his career altruism, to volunteering his spare 

time each year wrapping and transporting Christmas trees for a local church 

program that decorates and donates Christmas trees to families that could 

otherwise not afford them, Glen spent every moment of his life helping his 

community and people affected by crime.  

Glen's phone was always on.  He strove to serve others in a spirit consistent 

with his faith, offering "hope for the hopeless" as he put it.  Prisoners who 

had long been forgotten inside, prisoners who had lost their will to live, and 



prisoners who could not see a way out of the system found someone who 

cared in Glen.   

The same can be said for survivors and victims of crime.  It was important to 

Glen that they be listened to, prioritized and deeply respected.  

In his later years, Glen also joined the local Rotary Club which gave him yet 

another avenue to give back to this community that he was proud to call 

home.         

With his passing in October of 2019, Mission lost a truly remarkable citizen.  

While we are saddened by his passing, we are deeply grateful to Glen for his 

dedication to serving others and for his many contributions to the community. 

His daughter Victoria’s partner, Zachery Thomas, was in attendance to 

accept the award on behalf of the Edmunds-Flett family. 

 



Ken Selvaraja 

 

2020 Freedom of the City Medal 

Originally from Sri Lanka, Ken Selvaraja is a long time Mission resident who 

has been giving back to this community in one form or another since he 

moved here from England in 1974. With a background in the heath care 

sector, Ken followed his creativity and passion into a highly successful 

second career as a custom jeweller many years ago but he has never 

stopped helping, encouraging, and caring for others.  



A 2016 Lifetime Achievement Award recipient and a former Citizen of the 

Year, Ken has been involved in a variety of different community initiatives. 

He was an active member of the Cedar Valley Lions Club and has sponsored 

numerous golf tournaments and raffles in support of Mission Hospice, 

Canuck Place and the Stone Soup Initiative. He is a proponent of education, 

is a skilled fundraiser, and has a 

profound desire to build a better 

world for the generations yet to 

come. In recent years, he has 

turned his boundless energy to the 

state of our local healthcare system. Ken says that it is essential that our 

medical system is better prepared to meet the demands of our ever-growing 

population and that he would very much like to see Mission Memorial 

Hospital become a training ground for rural healthcare providers. He is also 

passionate about building a knowledge based local economy that is both 

environmentally responsible and sustainable over time.  

Ken is a truly remarkable person who cares deeply about people and about 

investing in the future. It is with great pleasure Council bestows upon him the 

designation of Freeman of the City.   

 



Lloyd Rash 

  

2020 Freeman of the City 

Lloyd Rash is a quiet, thoughtful, unassuming man who has been blessed 

with a tremendous array of skills and talents.  If something needs to be 

designed, built, tuned up, renovated, planted, organized, implemented or 

maintained, Lloyd is probably your guy.   

Over the years, he has volunteered on behalf of the Fraser River Heritage 

Park Association, the Provincial Emergency Program, Mission Community 

Foundation, and the Mission Seniors Association.  He is also a longtime 



Rotarian and has donated countless hours, locally and internationally, in 

support of Rotary Club programs and initiatives.     

Lloyd’s ties to this community run deep. He moved to Nicomen Island from 

Saskatchewan in 1947, graduated from Mission High School in 1957, worked 

in the Fraser Valley, and operated his own business.  He 

was also a longtime District of Mission employee and 

served as our Operations Manager at Public Works for 

many years.  Since his retirement in 1999, Lloyd has 

been one of Mission’s most committed and consistent 

community builders. He has, quite literally, had a hand in 

shaping the Mission that we all know today.   

A past recipient of both a Community Service and a Lifetime Achievement 

Award, Lloyd believes that, if we all pool our talents, we can create the type 

of community that we want, for ourselves and for the generations yet to 

come.   

Lloyd is a caring, humble, hardworking, where-the rubber-meets-the-road 

volunteer and we are deeply honoured to be able to celebrate him and his 

contributions to the community by presenting him with this 2020 Freeman of 

the City Medal. 



MCC Thrift Shop Volunteers 

 

2020 Lifetime Achievement Award 

The Mission MCC Thrift Shop is a not-for-profit store located at the corner of 

Haig Street and Logan Avenue, at 32608 Fraser Crescent.  One of many 

MCC stores world-wide, it is run in support of the Mennonite Central 

Committee which is a global, non-profit, faith-based organization that strives 

to provide basic human needs and alleviate poverty, at a local, regional, and 

international level.    

The Mission store has been in operation since 1999 and, in addition to raising 

funds for MCC programs and keeping still usable items out of the Mission 

Landfill, it can always be counted on to support other worthwhile causes 



within the community.  The MCC Thrift Shop has donated goods, upon 

request, to Haven in the Hollow, Emma’s Acres, and Hope Central, as well 

as to our local schools, our women’s shelter, and to individual residents in 

need.   

One of the most amazing things about the MCC Thrift Shop is that it is run 

almost entirely by volunteers.  With only a few paid employees, it relies on 

close to 100 extremely dedicated and hardworking volunteers to operate 

throughout the year - some of whom are there almost every day.  These kind 

and caring souls help process the tens of thousands of items that are 

donated to the shop each year.  They sort, clean, test, repair, price, stock 

and sell the goods that can be used and recycle or dispose of those that 

cannot.  Some volunteers collect fabric to make rags and blankets. Others 

run the book store department.  Another collects specialty items to be sold 

at silent auction.   The one thing they all have in common is a passion for 

their work and a desire to be of service – to MCC, to the community, and to 

each other.   

We cannot say enough about these incredible people.  For the past 20 years, 

they have come together for a common purpose, to make Mission and the 

world a better place, and we are truly grateful.    



It with great pleasure Council recognizes the MCC Thrift Shop Volunteers 

with this 2020 Lifetime Achievement Award. The store manager, Matt 

Tucker, was in attendance to accept the award on behalf of the MCC team. 

 



Mission Community Services Society 
Food Centre and Christmas Bureau  

& Its Volunteers 

 
2020 Lifetime Achievement Award 

Mission Community Services Society was founded in 1972 and has, for the 

past 48 years, been serving those in need of assistance within our 

community.  What started out as neighbours helping neighbours has evolved 

into an organization that now operates 28 different programs. 

The Food Centre and the Christmas Bureau operate out of the same facility 

on Logan Avenue, are interconnected and complementary programs, and 

share many, though not all, of the same volunteers.  Both the Food Bank and 

the Christmas Bureau have been in operation, in one form or another, since 

1972.   

The Christmas Bureau provides festive food hampers and toys to our most 

vulnerable residents during the Christmas season and, through its 



“Christmas Bureau Wish Campaign”, helps raise the funds necessary to 

keep the Food Centre in operation throughout the year.  It supports families, 

seniors and other individuals in need during the holiday season.  While these 

services are undeniably of great importance to our community, it is the way 

in which they are provided that makes the Christmas Bureau truly special.  

At a time of year when it is easy for people to feel forgotten, the good folks 

at the Christmas Bureau go out of their way to demonstrate kindness, 

compassion and respect for others. 

The Food Centre operates year-round and can distribute as many as 320 

food hampers within our community each month, serving an estimated 600 

residents.  This represents a tremendous amount of work which could not be 

done without the help of the Food Centres’ amazing group of dedicated 

volunteers.  Through their tireless efforts, the Centre helps to address food 

insecurity issues within the community on a day-to-day basis, while Mission 

Community Services works, in cooperation with other community groups, 

organizations, and the different levels of government, to seek long term 

solutions to this far-reaching problem.   

When asked about the Food Centre and Christmas Bureau operations, 

Michelle Puffer, the Executive Director of Mission Community Services, 

stated: “As an organization, we are forever thankful to be in a community 

such as Mission where outstanding citizens continue to take time out of their 



lives to volunteer. These volunteers are the cornerstone of what we do and 

they are the reason these programs can operate.   It is through their efforts, 

and the generosity of the community at large, that Mission Community 

Services is able to serve the public, year after year, and live out its mandate 

to Help People, Change Lives and Build Community.” 

The Food Centre and Christmas Bureau are invaluable community 

resources and we are deeply grateful to Mission Community Services and to 

the countless individuals, past and present, who have volunteered their time 

and talents in support of those in need, both during the holiday season and 

throughout the year. Michelle Puffer was in attendance to accept the award 

on behalf of the MCSS Food Centre and Christmas bureau and its 

volunteers. 

 



Mission Health Care Auxiliary Society 

 

2020 Special Acomplishment Award 

The Mission Health Care Auxiliary Society, formerly known as the Mission 

Memorial Hospital Auxiliary, was formed one hundred years ago, in 1920, by 

a group of visionary and hardworking 

women who raised the funds necessary to 

build and sustain Mission’s first local 

hospital.   

A century later, the Society is still very 

much a driving force in our community and continues to champion the cause 

of both Mission Memorial Hospital and health care throughout the region.  

With a current membership of approximately 140 men and women, the 

Society still fundraises extensively and provides a variety of invaluable 



services, including but by no means limited to: lending equipment, helping 

out in the ambulatory day care, visiting seniors 

in residence, operating the hospital’s 

Emergency Clothing Cupboard, and running 

both the Hospital Gift Shop and the Cottage 

Thrift Store.   

In the past five years alone, this amazing group has donated over 100,000 

volunteer hours and has contributed hundreds of thousands of dollars to the 

community.  They have purchased a vast array of equipment for the hospital, 

including a wheelchair washer, a chest compressor, ultrasound equipment, 

blood pressure cuffs, replacement lab equipment, hip protectors and 

countless other items that we often mistakenly assume are funded by our 

provincial healthcare system.   They also donated $85,000 for the Butterfly 

Garden at TRIM, provide ongoing life enhancement services for its residents, 

and gave $5,000 to the Chilliwack Eye Clinic. 

When asked what makes the Mission Health Care Auxiliary special, one of 

its members said, “It is the kind of organization that gives you a sense of 

purpose and belonging and there are so many different ways to be of service.  

If you care about the community, want to become involved with a remarkable 

group of people, and have a skill to offer or are looking to acquire a new one, 

the Mission Health Care Auxiliary is the organization for you!”  



This year, as we celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the Mission Health Care 

Auxiliary Society, we recognize not only the current membership but also the 

thousands of volunteers who 

came before them.  We owe a 

tremendous debt of gratitude to 

these remarkable volunteers as 

we are a much stronger and 

healthier community because of them.  Joanne Bydal, President, and Olene 

Chaplin, Past President, were in attendance to accept the award on behalf 

of the Mission Health Care Auxiliary Society.  



Rocky Blondin 

 

2020 Citizen of the Year 

Rocky Blondin is an incredibly hardworking and enthusiastic man who is 

involved in many different facets of our community.  He is, among other 

things: 

• a local businessman; 

• the President of the Fraser Valley Mountain Biking Association; 

• a member of the Mission Community Cycling Coalition; 

• the Fraser Valley Mountain Biking Association’s representative on the 

Sports Council; and  



• a member of the District of Mission’s Economic Development Select 

Committee, its Tourism Committee, and the Stave West Recreation 

Area stakeholders’ group. 

Rocky is involved in trail building and trail maintenance, as well as skill 

development for cyclists all ages but especially youth. He is also a vocal 

advocate for both improved facilities and for safe road riding in our 

community and in the region.   

One of the things that makes Rocky so remarkable is that he has 

purposefully taken the time to figure out his key priorities in life so that he 

can intentionally invest his time and his talents with these goals in mind.  He 

says that, when it comes down to it, he cares about his family, about health, 

and about our community and that he is happy to work with and serve others 

in furtherance of these imperatives.   

In the words of one of his fellow volunteers: “Rocky is a powerhouse.  He’s 

bright, committed, informed, and he has more raw energy to apply than most 

people I know.  He is a community builder and leader in the truest sense of 

the words, and he brings out the best in those around him.” 

We could not have said it better.  Thank you Rocky, for your leadership, and 

congratulations on being named the District of Mission’s 2020 Citizen of the 

Year. 



Sabastien (Obi) Onyemaobi 

 

2020 Community Service Award (under age 25) 

Sabastien Onyemaobi is a remarkable young man who is deeply committed 

to serving others and to making a difference in the world around him.  A 

recent high school graduate (June 2020), Obi, as he is known to his friends, 

has been volunteering in one capacity or another for the past six years.  He 

is active at school, in the community, in the region and provincially, and has 

a passion for politics that has led him to become involved at the federal level 

as well.  Obi is smart, hardworking and dedicated. 



He was part of the Mission Public School District Leadership program and 

accumulated over 900 hours of service at 

Heritage Park Middle School and another 600-

700 hours at École Mission Secondary. He 

volunteers at a variety of community events, and 

participated in the British Columbia Student 

Leadership Conference, the Canadian Student 

Leadership Conference, and the British Columbia Youth Parliament. He was 

also selected as the representative for the Rotary Adventures in Citizenship 

program which was scheduled to take place in Ottawa in April of 2020 but, 

unfortunately, was cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  Obi 

volunteered on behalf of, and also worked for, one of our local federal 

politicians and is a Director-At-Large for the Mission-Matsqui-Fraser Canyon 

Federal Liberal Association and currently serves as their Organizational 

Chair.   

If all that weren’t enough, Obi is also an enthusiastic supporter of arts, culture 

and sport in our community.  Always quick to volunteer where needed, he 

has been:  

• a scorekeeper for both the Heritage Park Middle School and École 

Mission Secondary School basketball programs; 



• an announcer and anthem singer for the Mission City Outlaws and 

various Pacific Coast Amateur Hockey Associations; 

• a volunteer and awards manager for a variety of different dance 

competitions, put on by Champions Dance, the Shine Dance Festival, 

Can Dance Studio, and the True Art Dance Academy;  

• a Clarke Theatre volunteer; and  

• an enthusiastic participant in the musical theatre program at Mission 

Secondary.  

Obi is one of those people who believes that individuals can make a 

difference and that many people working together can change the world. 

When you speak to this young man - about his life, his interests, and his 

plans for the future - you can’t help but be inspired.   

We are very fortunate to have a young man of his caliber in our community 

and it is with much appreciation that Council presents Sabastien with this 

well-deserved 2020 Community Service Award. 



Simone Redburn 

 

2020 Community Service Award 

Simone Redburn is a kind, compassionate, and truly remarkable person who 

is known for her ability to get things done.  Born and raised in Mission, she 

started volunteering approximately twenty years ago while living in 

Vancouver.  What started with a meal served out of a soup kitchen on 

Burrard and Nelson led to participation in a mobile project that saw her going 

into lower mainland communities as part of a team, providing assistance to 

sex trade workers, the homeless, and those struggling with addictions.  

Simone says that she learned a lot about herself and others during those 



years and gained a much broader perspective on how pervasive addiction 

and mental health issues are in our society.   

When Simone and her family returned to Mission eight years ago, one of the 

first things that she did was join the local Rotary Club.  She says that she 

was immediately drawn to the people and to the Rotarian spirit of service.  

While Simone is undeniably a ‘where the rubber-meets-the-road, roll-up-her-

sleeves’ kind of volunteer, she is also extraordinarily skilled at leading, 

inspiring and coordinating the efforts of others.   In fact, when interviewed for 

this award, Simone repeatedly tried to downplay her own contributions.  She 

was quick to point out that, here in Mission, we are surrounded by good 

people who really want to help out.  She said that, often, all she has to do is 

post a request on social media and, the next thing she knows, the need is 

met.    

While this is undoubtedly true in some cases, it is only a small part of the 

story.  Independently or as part of a team, Simone is involved in an 

unbelievable number of volunteer projects and initiatives. 

Here is just a partial list of the ways in which Simone positively impacts the 

people around her:   

• She organizes or co-organizes the Terry Fox Run, the Festival of 

Trees, the Realtors Care Blanket Drive, the Hatzic Bench Community 



Garage Sale, and an annual fundraiser for Mission Central 

Elementary. 

• She and her family have adopted-a-block through the Mission 

Environmental Stewardship Society.  

• She organizes a group of family and friends to serve dinner at Hope 

Central each month. 

• She and Leslie Redburn organize and sponsor the annual Art at the 

Authority event which brings the community together and promotes 

local artists. 

• She has volunteered on behalf of, supported, and fundraised 

extensively for animal shelters in Mexico and for the “A Dog’s New 

Life” collar drive program.   

Simone is, in short, a truly amazing person and, whether she is sitting on an 

organizing committee or giving someone in need a new pair of socks, she 

does it all with warmth, kindness, and a genuine and heartfelt respect for 

others.    

It is, therefore, with great pleasure that Council presents Simone Redburn 

with her 2020 Community Service Award. 



St. Joseph’s Food Bank and Its Volunteers 

 

2020 Lifetime Achievement Award 

While Mission and its outlying areas are blessed to have several food 

distribution centres, St. Joseph’s Food bank is, technically, the official 

registered food bank for Mission.  It has been in operation, in one form or 

another, since the 1990s but moved into its current site, a beautiful building 

on the St. Joseph’s Parish Church property on 7th Avenue, in October of 

2015.   

Supported by community members, business and service organizations, as 

well as the Catholic Archdiocese of Vancouver and the District of Mission, 

St. Joseph’s Food Bank provides an important and much needed service to 

many of our community’s most vulnerable residents.  



Run in large part by an extremely 

dedicated team of volunteers, the 

organization distributes food to those in 

need on the first and third Thursdays of 

each month.  They also open their doors to parents with children under the 

age of five and to those with mobility issues on the first and third 

Wednesdays of the month.    

Food coordination is, however, a full-time operation.  These amazing 

volunteers are hard at work every day of the year except for Christmas Day.  

They receive, organize and distribute food donated through Save-On-Foods’ 

Waste Reduction / Full Recovery Program.  They also make weekly food 

runs to grocery stores and other sites throughout the community to collect 

supplies donated via their Food Bin Program.   

Because St. Joseph’s is set up to receive and process goods, it often serves 

as a central hub, coordinating its efforts with other local charities.  The Food 

Bank works with school lunch programs as well as with other food distribution 

centres, in Deroche and the surrounding area.   They partner with the good 

folks at Mission Community Services Society, providing hampers for delivery 

to seniors who are not able to come to the food bank, and with the Mission 



Health Care Auxiliary, forwarding donated clothes to be sold at The Cottage 

Thrift Store on First Avenue.    

When asked what makes St. Joseph’s Food Bank a special place to work 

and volunteer, Wendy Neigel, the Food Bank Manager, stated she feels 

honoured to be part of an organization that genuinely cares about and assists 

those in need.  She also feels doubly blessed to be able to share in this work 

with so many kind and friendly volunteers. 

It is with great pleasure that Council recognizes St. Joseph’s Food Bank and 

its wonderful volunteers with their 2020 Lifetime Achievement Award.  

Sandra Cascaden and Ron Ledger were in attendance to accept the award 

on behalf of St. Joseph’s Food Bank and its volunteers.  



Stave Valley Salmonid Enhancement Society 

 

2020 Special Accomplishment Award 

The Stave Valley Salmonid Enhancement Society began its environmental 

work in 1980 and was officially registered as a not for profit society in 1985.  

From its initial focus on education and salmonid preservation and production, 

the Society has evolved considerably.  It now also engages in riparian 

planting and restoration work, habitat protection, invasive species work, 

endangered species protection, and other related activities.   Comprised of 

a relatively small but hardworking group of concerned environmentalists, the 

Stave Valley Salmonid Enhancement Society has been leading the way in  



environmental stewardship and habitat restoration projects within the District 

of Mission for decades. 

The Society is known both for the dedication of its members and for its 

collaborative approach.  The Stave Valley Salmonid Enhancement Society 

works with many partners, 

including but not limited to: Ducks 

Unlimited Canada; the District of 

Mission; the federal and provincial 

governments; the Fraser Valley 

Watershed Coalition; the Fraser 

Valley Conservancy; local businesses; and a variety of educational 

institutions.  Because of this collaborative approach, the Society has been 

able to attract habitat compensation investment from a wide range of groups, 

most notably from the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure.  

In 2005, the Society assisted Ducks Unlimited and the District of Mission in 

acquiring 112 acres of sensitive habitat that is now referred to as the 

Silverdale Creek Wetlands.  In 2014, they encouraged Ducks Unlimited to 

purchase and protect another 40 acres of wetlands south of Silvermere Lake.  

These wetlands are an invaluable community and regional resource and 

serve to protect not just salmonids but a great many other species as well.  



Mission has benefited tremendously from the work done by the Society and 

its members.  Thanks to them, 

residents now and in the future will 

be able to enjoy world class 

wildlife viewing in these beautiful 

and important environmentally 

sensitive lands.  

George and Jane Donatelli, executives since 1981, were in attendance to 

accept the award on behalf of the Stave Valley Salmonid Enhancement 

Society.  



Jim Taylor 

 

2022 Lifetime Achievement Award 
 

Jim Taylor is a retired School District 75 teacher who has spent his life 

educating students, politicians and the community at large about the 

importance of environmental stewardship and habitat preservation and 

restoration.  He is a hands-on volunteer who has been advocating for and 

leading change in our community for over 40 years.  

In the 1980s, when Jim was a teacher at Silverdale Elementary School, he 

began integrating his passion for lifelong learning and environmental 

stewardship by developing activities that highlighted the importance of habitat 

protection and salmonid preservation and production. This quickly developed 

into a significant extra-curricular program that captured the attention of students 



and their parents alike and led to the creation of the Stave Valley Salmonid 

Enhancement Society of which Jim was a founding member.  Ultimately, Jim 

was selected to teach an environmental program at the secondary school level 

which was designed to engage students who were not finding success within 

the regular education system.   He then served as a Special Education teacher 

and as the Energy Manager for the School District before retiring in 2011.  After 

his retirement, Jim served 2 terms as a School Trustee and remained a strong 

and steadfast voice for environmental policy within School District 75.   

Through his work with the Stave Valley Salmonid Enhancement Society, which 

continues to this day, Jim has been a leader in environmental education, 

salmonid preservation and production, riparian 

planting and restoration work, habitat 

protection, invasive species work, endangered 

species protection, and other related activities.   

He has worked with Ducks Unlimited Canada, 

the City of Mission, the federal and provincial 

governments, the Fraser Valley Watershed 

Coalition, Fraser Valley Conservancy, local 

businesses, and a variety of educational institutions to attract habitat 

compensation investment from a wide range of groups, most notably from the 

Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure.  



In 2005, the Society assisted Ducks Unlimited and the City of Mission in 

acquiring 112 acres of sensitive habitat 

which is now referred to as the Silverdale 

Creek Wetlands.  In 2014, the Society 

encouraged Ducks Unlimited to purchase 

and protect another 40 acres of wetlands 

south of Silvermere Lake.  These wetlands are an invaluable community and 

regional resource and serve to protect not just salmonids but a great many other 

species as well.   

As if all of this were not enough, Jim is also a member of the City of Mission’s 

Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee and was, for many years, one of our 

hardworking Rotarians.  

Jim says that everything that he does on behalf of the environment and the 

community tends to fit together and doesn’t actually feel like volunteering.  From 

his perspective, it is all recreation.  He gets to do what he loves, in the company 

of people he admires, and has built a good life for himself in the process.   

Before being presented with his award, Jim wanted to take a moment this 

evening to recognize the many community volunteers who have worked by his 

side over the years - in particular, Philip Little, who lost his battle with cancer 

and passed away on March 11, 2021.  Born in Mission, Philip spent a lifetime 

defending the area’s natural environment and he is sorely missed.  



In recognition of everything that Jim Taylor has done to ensure a brighter, 

more sustainable future for us all, Councillor Plecas will present him with his 

well-deserved 2022 Lifetime Achievement Award.  

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 
April 26, 2022.) 

 



BC Custom Car Association  

& Mission Raceway Park 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

The BC Custom Car Association is generally believed to be the oldest existing 

rod and custom car club in Canada.  Established in the 1950s by hot rod 

enthusiasts in response to concerns over street racing, the club officially 

became a registered not-for-profit association in 1952.  They were the hosts of 

Canada’s first Rod and Custom Car Show, which eventually became known as 

the Pacific International Motorama, and held the first organized drag racing 

events in the country at Abbotsford airport.  The Club’s founders were 

visionaries who wanted to create a home for motorsports 

in BC and they eventually found what they were looking 

for here in our community.  The BC Custom Car 

Association is the owner and operator of Mission 

Raceway Park, having purchased their first parcel of land on Mission Flats in 



1959.  They have been at their current location for the past 30 years.    

Mission Raceway Park is an internationally known, outstanding facility that is 

home to all facets of racing from jet dragsters to hot rods and sports cars.  One 

only has to check out the events calendar on their website to confirm that they 

are, as stated, the “home of affordable weekly motorsports events for 

everyone”.  Mission Raceway Park has been drawing tourists and car and 

racing enthusiasts to our community for decades. 

The BC Custom Car Association and Mission Raceway Park have also been 

working in support of the community for just as long.  They fundraise for good 

causes, donate to the St. Joseph’s food bank on a 

regular basis, host free Friday night street legal races 

for residents, and rent out their site at low or no cost for 

a large variety of community events.  They are deeply 

involved in Mission and deeply invested in its people.  Tonight, we recognize 

both their contributions and the exemplary way that they have helped to support 

and shape our community.   

It is with great pleasure that Councillor Gill will now present representatives 

from the BC Custom Car Association and Mission Raceway Park with their 

2022 Lifetime Achievement Award.  

 
(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 
April 26, 2022.) 



Bill and Linda Golightly 

 

Community Service Award 

Bill and Linda Golightly have been volunteering on behalf of the Mission branch 

of the Special Olympics for almost 20 years.  Their granddaughters, Mylynda 

Rusch and Amanda Peebles, are both Special Olympic athletes and, in the 

beginning, Bill and Linda started volunteering as a way to support the girls.  

Over the years, however, they have become fixtures in the Special Olympics 

community, serving in a variety of capacities, whenever and however they are 

needed.  In addition to their enduring role as enthusiastic cheerleaders, Linda 

served as the organization’s Coordinator and Bill as its Equipment Manager.  

They have travelled to events, both regionally and nationally, and, in order to 

ensure that no one is left behind, they put special insurance on their vehicle so 



that they could drive athletes to practice and competitions.   

In addition to their work with Mission Special Olympics, Bill and Linda 

volunteered with the Mission Association 

for Community Living for over a decade 

and are also known, far and wide, for their 

tireless efforts and enthusiastic support of 

the Fraser River Heritage Park 

community event parking program. For 

many years, you could not attend a major event in Mission’s signature park 

without being guided to safe and convenient parking by the Golightlys and their 

trusty and energetic team of Special Olympic athletes and volunteers.  From 

June to September, rain or shine, they oversaw event parking twice a week for 

the ever-popular Twilight Concert series. They also brought order out of chaos 

year-round for countless other large-scale events in the park, including Canada 

Day and the Children’s Festival.  With 60 percent of the funds raised through 

the parking program going to the Mission branch of the Special Olympics, Bill 

and Linda Golightly were an integral part of that organization’s fundraising 

efforts.   

Bill and Linda are volunteers who truly serve from the heart.  They are kind, 

compassionate, supportive and hardworking.  They are also quick to sing the 

praises of the Special Olympics organization, its athletes and volunteers, and 



the City of Mission.  In fact, Linda emphatically states that, “Mission people are 

the best people” and says that it brings her and her husband Bill great joy to be 

part of the community and part of an organization that is as wonderful as 

Mission Special Olympics.   

It is with great pleasure that Councillor Davies will now present Bill and Linda 

Golightly with their well-deserved 2022 Community Service Award.  

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 
April 26, 2022.) 
 

 
 
 



Mission District Historical Society 

 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

The Mission District Historical Society provides leadership in the areas of 

historic preservation, historical and cultural education, and community 

initiatives by offering a wide range of programs and educational opportunities 

that foster an appreciation for local heritage.  The Society has been in operation 

for the past 50 years and offers its services to the community through the 

operation of its three branches: Mission Museum, Mission Community 

Archives, and Heritage Places. 

The Mission Museum was established in 1972 and preserves thousands of 

artifacts that would otherwise be lost to the community and to posterity.  There 

are new exhibits each year, which showcase Mission’s past, increase historical 

awareness and foster community pride.  The museum also provides historical 

education and makes history accessible online through the Mission Museum 



website, the Virtual Museum of Canada’s Community Memories, and social 

media. 

Mission Community Archives was established in 1989 and houses vivid, first-

hand accounts of the region’s recent past.  With documents dating from the 

1890’s to the present, the collection provides the basis for a better 

understanding of who we were, who we are, and, if we are open to the lessons 

it holds, who we can be as a community.  Through its innovative acquisition 

strategies, including the School Archives Program, the Paths and Pathfinders: 

Women of Mission Program, and its Outreach Programs, the Archives is 

continually expanding its holdings in order to preserve and make accessible a 

more representative record of the community.   



The Heritage Places Branch was established in 1994 and performs research 

that is used to create an inventory of Heritage Resources which celebrates 

Mission’s rich history and its diversity.   

Over the past 50 years, Mission District Historical Society has relied heavily on 

the commitment, enthusiasm and talents of its hardworking and dedicated 

volunteers - from the good men and women who have served on its board to 

the students, retirees and working folks who show up week after week to do 

research, assist the public, and catalogue documents and artifacts behind the 

scenes.  It is these individuals who have made the Society what it is today – a 

vibrant, successful, innovative organization that preserves our past, celebrates 

our present, and inspires our future. 

It is with a profound sense of gratitude that Councillor Herar will now present 

the Mission District Historical Society’s Board Chair, Mike Scudder, this well-

deserved 2022 Lifetime Achievement Award.  

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 

April 26, 2022.) 

 



 

Jeff MacAulay 

 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

Jeff MacAulay is a longtime Mission resident who has been serving in the 

community for over three decades. His wife, Judy, teaches at Hatzic 

Elementary School and his children grew up playing sports here.  Over the 

years, he has dedicated countless hours coaching and volunteering, as 

needed, in support of his family and his community.  He has, among other 

things, coached hockey, soccer, basketball, floor hockey, helped out with track 

meets, and was on the swim club executive board.  He was also one of the 

founding members of the Mission Sports Council and was on the committee 

that consulted with the City regarding the turf field project.  Jeff was a longtime 

member of the Mission Minor Lacrosse Executive Board, serving as both its 



President and Vice President.  At various times, he also volunteered as a 

coach, head coach, referee, head referee, and as the “equipment guy”. 

Jeff continues to coach elementary school basketball, helps out every day with 

the breakfast club program at Hatzic Elementary, and is 

happy to assist at the school in whatever capacity is required. 

He is still active in the Lacrosse community at the Provincial 

Level, serving as a member of both the BC Lacrosse 

Association and the Lower Mainland Minor Lacrosse 

Commission.  Jeff is an advocate for coaching development 

and for policies that “grow the game” both locally and at a regional level.   

Jeff is a big believer in the importance of volunteers to a community.  He says 

that every community needs volunteers to thrive and that, through volunteering, 

he has met amazing people, had the opportunity to get to know his children’s 

friends, and has built a wonderful life for himself here in Mission.  As Jeff puts 

it, he has never regretted the time that he has spent helping out and he can’t 

see himself ever stopping. 

We are grateful for Jeff’s dedication to others and to this community.  Mayor 

Horn will now present Jeff with his 2022 Lifetime Achievement Award. 

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 
April 26, 2022.) 



 

Mission All Together for Healthcare (MATH) Society 

 

Special Accomplishment Award 

The Mission All Together for Healthcare Society, commonly known as MATH, 

is a non-profit society that supports a community-based model of healthcare 

that serves the residents of Mission and its surrounding areas, competently and 

efficiently. 

MATH was formed by members of the community, following the unexpected 

death of Sandra Selvaraja at Mission Memorial Hospital in May of 

2018.  Sandra was a local and well-loved nurse and her death demonstrated 

the need to improve Mission’s access to high quality healthcare.  Her husband, 



Ken Selvaraja, initially brought the group together to discuss the needs of the 

community and how best to bring about positive change within our healthcare 

system.  It was quickly recognized that more citizen engagement and public 

input is required when it comes to priority setting and long-term planning for the 

healthcare system and in determining the unique needs of the community.  To 

this end, MATH formed as a society and began working collaboratively with the 

powers that be to bring about positive and lasting change for the betterment of 

us all.  

MATH’s focus is on making an impact.  It is comprised of people who have 

experience in, and knowledge of, various aspects of both the healthcare system 

and the community.  Because of this, it is ideally equipped to work within the 

existing system while also representing the community as a whole.  MATH’s 

approach is practical, solution-driven, and based on cooperation, 

communication and coordination with provincial and local governments, the 

community and the healthcare system.  It is a driving force for excellence and 

innovation.  

 



In December 2021, the Province of British Columbia announced that Mission 

Memorial Hospital will be getting a CT scanner.  This is a major milestone for 

our community as MMH is currently the only hospital west of Hope in the Lower 

Mainland that is not equipped with an on-site CT scanner. Without this critical 

piece of equipment, it takes precious time for our residents to travel to 

Abbotsford for their urgently needed emergency CT scans.      

MATH’s leadership played a key role in making this 

happen.  They developed partnerships with local 

doctors, Fraser Health, and the Fraser Valley 

Healthcare Foundation, and went to the Province as 

a well-prepared and organized team.  When they 

were told that there was no money in the budget for the necessary feasibility 

study, they said, “Okay, not a problem.  We will fundraise the $70,000 for that.  

What else is needed?”  Essentially, they found ways to remove the barriers to 

change and, in doing so, ultimately inspired the Province to bring much-needed 

capital dollars to the project.  The MATH Society members continue to 

fundraise and they have already reached the $1 million dollars that they 

planned to raise in support of this initiative.   

MATH’s advocacy and leadership is helping shape the future of healthcare in 

our region and we are truly grateful for their professionalism and tireless efforts 

on behalf of the community.   



It is with great pleasure that Councillor Plecas will now present the Mission All 

Together for Healthcare Society’s representatives with this well-deserved 2022 

Special Accomplishment Award. 

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 
April 26, 2022.) 
 

 
 

 



 
 

Rotary Club of Mission and Rotary Club of Mission Mid-Day 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

The Rotary Club of Mission and the Rotary Club of Mission Mid-Day have been 

a force for positive change in our community for decades.  The Rotary Club of 

Mission, which meets in the morning, has been in operation for the past 75 

years.  The Rotary Club of Mission Mid-Day was formed in the early 2000s in 

recognition of the fact that a day-time meeting worked better for some 

Rotarians.  While they are two separate clubs, they have, over the years, 

shared members and are united in their purpose and commitment to making 



Mission, and the world as a whole, a better place through hands-on community 

service.   

Rotarians are practical people whose pragmatic, boots on the ground approach 

has made a tremendous difference in the lives of others.   If we were to list all 

of the projects that these two clubs have initiated and / or supported over the 

years, we would quickly run out of time this evening.   The simple fact is that, 

wherever you see a group of people coming together in a spirit of service for 

the betterment of the community, you are likely to find at least one member of 

the Rotary Club of Mission or the Rotary Club of Mission Mid-Day.  To give you 

an idea, here are just a few of the initiatives that they have led, provided funding 

for, and / or supported in the form of practical hands-on volunteerism: 

• Camp Jubilee; 

• Kids Sports Golf; 

• St. Joseph’s food bank; 

• Mission Youth House; 

• the Starfish Backpack Food Program; 

• buddy benches for Mission Schools; 

• scholarships for Mission students; 

• the Hope Central meals program; 

• the Christmas Parade, Carol Festival and Festival of Trees; 

• Silverdale Creek Wetlands; 



• Emma’s Acres; 

• Rotary Sports Park; 

• Rotary Health Centre; 

• the Rotary Room at the Mission Hospice; 

• the Rotary Room at the Mission Library; 

• the Rotary Media Room in the Boswyk Seniors Activity Centre; and 

• the mobile community stage at Fraser River Heritage Park. 

They have also provided support for flood victims, participated in environmental 

and neighbourhood clean-up efforts, and have generally turned up at a variety 

of community events over the past 7 ½ decades, ready to lend a helping hand 

wherever and whenever it is needed.   

In addition to the exemplary volunteer work that they do 

locally, both the Rotary Club of Mission and the Rotary 

Club of Mission Mid-Day have a passion for international 

service.  Through fundraising and direct volunteerism, they have made a 

significant difference in the lives of others. Among other things, they have 

participated in international dental missions, funded wheelchairs, computers, 

books, and other donations to Third World countries; and have supported clean 

water projects and polio eradication efforts.   

The Rotary Club of Mission and the Rotary Club of Mission Mid-Day represent 

a fellowship of like-minded individuals who are united by one common purpose:  



to make a practical difference in the lives of others.   They have certainly done 

that in our community and we will be forever grateful for their service and 

commitment.   

Before Councillor Gill presents Jonathon McIntyre, President of Rotary Club of 

Mission, and Brad Reminek, President of the Rotary Club of Mission Mid-Day 

with this well-deserved 2022 Lifetime Achievement Award, we would ask all of 

the Rotary members in the audience here this evening to stand up for a round 

of applause. 

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 
April 26, 2022.) 
 

 

 

 



Judith Pellerin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crime Prevention & Safety Award 

Judith Pellerin works for the Fraser Health Authority as a Public Health Nurse 

Supporting Overdose Response in both Mission and Abbotsford.  She is also 

the Co-Chair of the Mission Overdose Community Action Team (commonly 

known as MOCAT) whose mandate is to bring together various stakeholders to 

support and facilitate local partnerships, coordinate programs and services, 

address gaps, and plan for a collaborative, caring, creative community 

response to the overdose health emergency.  MOCAT’s goal is ultimately to 

combat the toxic drug supply and to prevent drug overdoses and drug-related 

deaths.  Through her job with Fraser Health, Judith has become a tremendous 

advocate for safety in Mission as it pertains to the opioid crisis and she is a 

tireless voice for change within our community.   



Judith’s commitment to reducing barriers and improving access to services and 

information goes well beyond the requirements of her job.  She is one of those 

rare people whose career is closely aligned 

with her personal priorities and passions.  She 

believes in promoting mental health and 

wellness and in breaking down the stigma 

surrounding addiction, drug use and the 

impacts of childhood trauma.  Judith says that 

the stigma associated with substance use is 

killing people because they are afraid to come forward and get the help that 

they need.  She would like to see everyone accepted, where and as they are, 

without judgement, because really, how can any of us judge another’s journey 

when we have not walked it ourselves?   

Judith is known as kind, professional, accessible and dedicated.  She has 

participated in community dialogues on substance use and has spoken 

extensively with middle school students about this issue and the overdose 

crisis.  She has helped apply for funding for naloxone kits for rural areas that 

are not well serviced by BC Ambulance and has volunteered at an awareness 

booth at the Mission Farmer’s Market and at overdose awareness events in the 

Fraser Valley Regional District.    

While Judith does not live in Mission, she says that she loves this community 



and considers it her home.  She says that Mission is, in many ways, quite 

unique because everyone is eager to come together, collaborate and work 

cooperatively to find solutions.  She finds it encouraging and is inspired by the 

people she works with, in the health care and social services fields and in the 

community at large.    

We, in turn, are inspired by her passion and dedication and the exemplary way 

in which she strives to help and support others. 

It is with great pleasure that Councillor Crawford will now present Judith with 

her well-deserved 2022 Crime Prevention & Community Safety Award. 

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 
April 26, 2022.) 
 

 

 



 

Mission Skating Club 

2022 Sports Volunteer of the Year Award 

The Mission Skating Club is a non-profit, volunteer organization that provides 

skating programs for people of all ages, but with a particular focus on those 

between the ages of 3 and 18.  Established in 1972, it has approximately 300 

members, if you include private figure skaters, Star Skaters, and Adults, in 

addition to members of the Special O, CanPower, and CanSkate programs.  All 

members of the Club give back in a volunteering capacity throughout each 

registration season but there are 15 positions on the volunteer Executive Board 

which, in these busy and challenging times, are currently being manned by a 



hardworking crew of 8.   Throughout the course of the season, these are the 

people who attend regular monthly executive meetings and do the following: 

• undertake policy work; 

• hire coaches; 

• reserve ice time and create ice schedules for the season;   

• maintain the registration platform and website; 

• advertise, liaise with local media outlets, and maintain a social media 

presence;   

• oversee registration for programs and coordinate assessment and test 

days for the skaters; 

• organize and host the annual club awards ceremony, the annual ice show 

gala, and the Annual General Meeting; and 

• coordinate all of the Club’s fundraising initiatives.  

In addition to its hardworking Executive Board, the Club is also fortunate to 

have a whole host of skaters who are willing to serve as Program Assistants.  

This is critical to the success of the Club as these volunteers help the paid 

coaches in their work with entry-level skaters.     

During the pandemic, the Mission Skating Club, like many other organizations, 

found itself scrambling to adapt to a new way of doing things.  They initially 

found themselves in the unenviable position of having to cancel their 2020  



annual ice show gala just one day before it was scheduled to take place.  This 

resulted in the loss of hundreds of practice hours, as well as the money for 

costumes, decorations, raffle items, etcetera.  Despite this early setback, the 

Club and its Executive Board rallied and have demonstrated incredible 

flexibility, resiliency and creativity in order 

to continue providing quality skating 

programs for the community.  They went 

virtual with their assessment and test days, 

adapted and filmed the gala so it could be 

viewed online, and held virtual and 

pandemic-safe fundraising events. They 

also created and maintained a Return to 

Play document as required by Public Health for all sporting organizations. 

Despite the difficulties and the extra work involved, the Mission Skating Club 

pulled together and, like the tight-knit family of skating enthusiasts that they are, 

found a way to thrive in the midst of the challenge. 

On behalf of the City of Mission, Councillor Hamilton will now present 

representatives from the Mission Skating Club with the 2022 Sports Volunteer 

of the Year Award.  

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 
April 26, 2022.) 
 



 
 

Liz Ellis 

 

Community Service Award 

Liz Ellis is a remarkable woman with an indomitable spirit and a servant’s heart.  

She first came to Mission in 1973 and, as a young mother of two sons, began 

volunteering with Mission Minor Hockey, Mission Minor Baseball and the 

Marlins Swim Club.  She left us for a time in the late 80s but returned in 1996 

and has been quietly giving of her time and talents to the betterment of all for 

the past 26 years.  In addition to being the sort of friend who always lends a 

helping hand, Liz has volunteered with numerous organizations over the years, 

including the Arthritis Society, Mission Heritage Association, Communities in 



Bloom, Mission Arts Council, the Crime Prevention Office, Mission Lifetime 

Learning, Mission Community Services Society, 3 Crows Productions, and 

Mission Community Foundation.   

Most recently, Liz has begun helping out at Hope Central which she strongly 

encourages people to do because, in her words, “taking the time to help others 

in this way is a humbling experience that promotes 

community, connection and communication and serves 

as a reminder of our shared humanity”.   

In addition to being incredibly kind, Liz is also 

astoundingly energetic.  With her 80th birthday close on 

the horizon, Liz is a big proponent of personal growth, 

lifelong learning, and physical activity as a means to 

preserve and maintain wellness even in the face of health challenges.  She is 

ever inquisitive and loves to embrace new opportunities. She keeps a gratitude 

journal and likes to surround herself with positive, upbeat people. When she 

encounters limitations that others would find discouraging, Liz says she just 

tells herself, “Okay, so you can’t do that anymore.  Fine.  What can you do?”  

Liz Ellis is a role model and an inspiration.  She has passion for life and  

compassion for others and this community is very lucky to be able to call her 

one of their own.   

 



It is with great pleasure that Councillor Plecas will now present Liz with her well-

deserved 2022 Community Service Award. 

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 
April 26, 2022.) 
 

 

 

 



 
 

Young Guns Weightlifting Club 

 

Community Service Award (Under Age 25) 

The Young Guns Weightlifting Club was formed in 2019 by Jaiden and Pravin 

Toor, with support and encouragement from their parents, Pavi and Gurdeep, 

when the boys were just 15 and 11 years old respectively.  Jaiden started lifting 

weights as part of his training for another sport but ended up really enjoying it.  

He recognized, however, that most people his age would not be comfortable 

learning how to lift weights in an adult gym environment. In speaking with his 

brother, parents and friends, it became clear that there were a number of social, 

economic and psychological barriers to boys and, especially, girls joining the 



sport.  As a family, the Toors envisioned a cost-free, non-threatening, non-

intimidating place where the youth of Mission and Abbotsford could go to learn 

how to lift weights safely under the guidance of certified trainers.  With this in 

mind, they set about making their vision a reality.  They found rental space, 

hired trainers, created a social media presence and established a brand.  They 

applied for and received numerous grants, raised funds by selling club 

merchandise and high protein donuts which are made at a local bakery and, in 

the process, managed to raise $18,000 toward the operation of the 

organization.   

The Young Guns Weightlifting Club now runs four sessions a week and offers 

instruction in both weightlifting and boxing.   It has 

been profiled in the Globe and Mail and received 

the 2021 Fraser Valley Cultural Diversity Award for 

Innovative Initiatives (Small Organization). The 

Club has also enthusiastically cheered on as one 

of its members broke four national powerlifting records at his first competition 

and two others placed second and third at the Western Canadian Powerlifting 

Competition.   

Jaiden is now 17 years old and Pravin is 13.  What they have managed to build, 

with the encouragement of their parents, is truly impressive and that they did 



this in the midst of a global pandemic makes it even more remarkable.  They 

both dedicate countless hours each week to 

the success of the club, are the driving force 

behind its successful social media presence, 

and have become advocates for youth and 

youth in sport in the process.  

In creating an environment where it is safe, 

from both an emotional and a physical injury perspective, to lift weights and 

throw a punch, the Young Guns Weightlifting Club is teaching young people in 

our community how to be strong, confident, disciplined and proud of who they 

are.  

Councillor Gill will now present Jaiden and Pravin Toor with the Young Guns 

Weightlifting Club’s 2022 Community Service Award in the under the age of 25 

category.  

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 
April 26, 2022.) 
 

 

 



 
 

Maureen Coates 

 

Community Service Award 

Maureen Coates is a wonderful woman with an incredibly kind heart who, for 

more than 25 years, volunteered her time and talents with our local Beaver 

Scouts.  Known initially as “Rainbow” and, in later years, as “Sunshine” to 

multiple generations of young people, Maureen has spent countless hours 

walking, talking and playing with the 5 to 7 years olds of Mission.  She helped 

these youngsters gain invaluable social skills, encouraged new friendships, 

and passed on her enthusiasm for life, along with her love of camping, 



campfires, camp songs, kites and crafts.  She also encouraged the Beavers 

to write letters of support to members of our military serving abroad and to 

honour our veterans on Remembrance Day.   

Recognizing the financial demands on young families, Maureen took every 

opportunity she could to apply for gaming grants to help subsidize activities so 

that everyone could participate.    

When asked why she chose to continue volunteering with the Beavers once 

her own children had aged out of the program, 

Maureen explained that there is a tremendous 

amount of joy to be had from spending time with 

young people.  She loved hearing their stories, 

sharing in their adventures and just generally 

getting to know them.  Her goal was always for 

everyone to have as much fun as they possibly 

could and, to this day, when she runs into a young adult who greets her with 

“Hi Sunshine!”, it brings a tear to her eye.   

It is with great pleasure, and much affection from a grateful community, that 

Mayor Horn will now present Maureen “Sunshine” Coates with her well-

deserved 2022 Community Service Award. 

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 
April 26, 2022.) 
 



Mission Crime Prevention Volunteers 

 

Crime Prevention & Safety Award 

The Mission Crime Prevention Office has approximately 25 volunteers, each of 

whom commits a minimum of 4 hours per week in service to the community.  

This represents more than 5,000 volunteer hours dedicated each year in 

support of crime prevention and community safety initiatives.  These amazing 

volunteers staff the Crime Prevention Office, and participate in a variety of 

different programs including:  

• Speed Watch; 

• Citizens on Patrol;  

• Lock-Out Auto Crime; 

• Block Watch; 

• the Crime-Free Multi-housing Program; and 

• Project 529.   



Under the guidance of the CPO Coordinator, they work collaboratively with both 

Mission RCMP and the City’s partners at ICBC to 

promote road safety, educate the community on crime 

and crime prevention issues, and connect with residents 

and businesses regarding the work of the CPO.  They 

are, from a crime prevention and safety perspective, 

quite literally, the eyes, ears, and hands of the community.   

As we all know, the past two years have been especially challenging.  The 

COVID-19 pandemic initially shut down the Mission Crime Prevention Office as 

well as many of the programs that the CPO supports.  During the initial phase 

of the pandemic, volunteers participated in and assisted with online training and 

helped create flyers with important crime prevention messaging.  Once the 

office reopened, some of the volunteers extended their hours to ensure that 

there was adequate coverage and that the programs continued to operate 

effectively. Many also took on additional 

responsibilities and stepped up to train 

new volunteers.  The fact that the Mission 

Crime Prevention Office was able to 

reopen and re-engage with the community 

is very much a testament to the commitment and resiliency of these 

hardworking and dedicated individuals.   



Each member of this amazing team works selflessly and admirably for the 

betterment of the community and we are honoured to be able to honour them 

here this evening.   

On behalf of Mayor and Council, Councillor Davies will now present the Mission 

Crime Prevention Volunteers with their 2022 Crime Prevention & Community 

Safety Award. 

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 
April 26, 2022.) 



Steve Bryan 

 

Community Service Award 

Steve Bryan is a dedicated and enthusiastic advocate for sports and the 

sporting community in Mission.  Heavily involved in Mission Minor Baseball for 

many years, he volunteered as both a coach and a member of the board, 

serving at various times as its Treasurer, Registrar and Director.  Steve also 

served on the Board of the Hemlock Ski Club (now known as the Sasquatch 

Mountain Ski Club) and worked on the slopes as one of Mission’s tireless 2014 

BC Winter Games volunteers.  He is a founding member of the Mission Sports 

Council, which was created in 2015 to assist Mission sports organizations, 

athletes, and parents.  The Sports Council’s motto is “One Voice.  All Sports.” 



Their mandate is to help support, promote and grow sports while providing 

information and education that encourages a lifelong love of activity, athleticism 

and both structured and unstructured play.  Steve is currently the Vice 

President of the Mission Sports Council and serves as their de facto Director of 

Communications, informing residents of pertinent sports articles, videos, and 

educational opportunities through Facebook, Instagram and the Mission Sports 

Council Website.   

Steve brings decades of experience, skill, and knowledge to the playing field, 

the ski slopes and the board room.  Never was this more apparent than in early 

2020 when he was one of the very first people in the province to understand 

the implications of insurance companies 

refusing to cover COVID-19 related claims in 

their policies.  Steve immediately recognized 

that this would leave all not-for-profit 

organizations uninsured for COVID-19 related 

lawsuits, exposing every organization and the 

individual members of each board to potential financial peril.  This one 

seemingly minor policy change in the midst of the early chaotic days of the 

pandemic could have easily been overlooked until disaster struck.  Within days 

of the announcement, however, Steve was in contact with key members of the 



Provincial government, explaining the seriousness of the situation and lobbying 

for government intervention.  Thanks to the efforts of Steve, and others like him, 

the problem was addressed by the Province as part of the provisions contained 

in the COVID-19 Related Measures Act. This legislation made it possible for all 

not-for-profit organizations, including those focused on youth sports, to 

continue to function.   

For this, and for the many ways in which Steve has helped to promote a love 

of both individual and team sports in Mission, Councillor Herar will now present 

him with his well-deserved 2022 Community Service Award.  

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 
April 26, 2022.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

Ann and Gordon Mohs 

 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

Ann and Gordon Mohs are an incredibly lovely and impressive couple who have 

been doing life together for the past 54 years.  They are one of those amazing 

powerhouse teams who, when you speak to them, leave you inspired - to do a 

little better, to reach a little further, and to give a little more of yourself for the 

betterment of others.  Now in their 70s, they continue to be passionately 

engaged in their respective fields, in their community, and in the things that fill 

their lives with meaning.  They are long-term and prominent advocates for local 

heritage, especially as it pertains to the preserving, sharing and valuing of 

Indigenous history, and this community is all the richer for their presence.   



Ann has a background in Anthropology and Media Relations and has worked 

extensively for and with First Nations communities to document and preserve 

Indigenous culture.  Among her many projects and initiatives, she helped 

establish media programs at the Coqualeetza Cultural 

Education Centre and for Stó:lō Nation, Sts’ailes, 

Shxwha:y Village and others.  She also worked with First 

Nations to create interpretive signage at Xá:ytem,  Fraser 

River Heritage Park, Harrison Hot Springs, and for the 

Chehalis Forestry Trail.  Ann says that, through her work 

with First Nations communities, she has discovered a profound respect for, and 

love of, Indigenous spirituality and culture that has shaped her life and given it 

meaning.  She, in turn, has shared this gift with the people of Mission through 

her volunteerism on behalf of the Mission District Historical Society.    

Gordon is an Archeologist and Cultural Anthropologist who has dedicated his 

life to teaching, promoting and facilitating cross cultural understanding.  He is 

an author and educator and continues to 

work within the Indigenous community to this 

day.  He is well known for his wisdom and 

expertise and for his willingness to help 

Mission and its neighbouring communities 

discover and preserve Indigenous cultural heritage resources during 



construction projects.  He possesses a wealth of knowledge and is an 

invaluable resource for municipalities seeking to better understand 

opportunities for respectful collaboration and partnership with First Nations.   

As if all of this were not enough, Ann and Gordon are also a writing and 

publishing team, who have produced works ranging from anthropological 

novels and histories to reports that have influenced and informed local, 

provincial and federal policy.   

In recent years, Ann has added another item to her already long and impressive 

list of accomplishments.  She has become a competitive paddler who has 

participated in races worldwide, including Hong Kong, Italy, New Zealand, 

Australia, and the Cook Islands.  She is currently on the Canadian National 

Team and is training for the World Championships in solo outrigger paddling. 

Gordon and Ann are truly amazing people and it is with great pleasure that 

Councillor Crawford will now present them with their well-deserved 2022 

Lifetime Achievement Award. 

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 
April 26, 2022) 



 

Camille Atebe 

 

Arts and Culture Award 

Camille Atebe is a professional actor and author who has been an important 

part of Mission’s theatre community for the past two decades.  After living 

abroad for a number of years, she returned to Mission and became a member 

of the Opening Nite Theatre Society in 2002.  O.N.T.S., as it is commonly 

known, is a community-based group that provides quality entertainment out of 

its 50-seat theatre on Railway Avenue.  In a typical year, the Society puts on 

four plays, as well as a number of other, smaller shows.  In particular, they are 

known for their ever-popular annual Christmas Pantomime.   They also run 



acting camps during the summer to foster talent and encourage a love of the 

theatre.   During the pandemic, O.N.T.S. did what you would expect from a 

highly innovative and creative group of people, they filmed their pantomime and 

produced a web series, written by Camille, to ensure that, one way or another, 

the show would indeed go on.    

Camille is a big proponent of community theatre and of community in general.  

She volunteers her time writing, acting in, directing and producing plays for 

O.N.T.S. and has served as its President for the past 10 

years.  She says that community theatre is incredibly 

special because it brings together people from all walks 

of life with a wide variety of different experiences, 

abilities and interests, and unites them in one common 

goal – to build something magical for the community.  

Camille also says that her work with O.N.T.S. has given her a greater 

appreciation for how important every single person is within an organization.  

She wanted you to know that she loves Mission, its people, and its wonderful 

theatre community.  The feeling is very much mutual. 

It is with great pleasure that Councillor Hamilton will now present Camille with 

her well-deserved 2022 Arts and Culture Award. 

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 

April 26, 2022.) 



 

Mike Davison 

 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

Mike Davison has been a fixture in the Mission Minor Baseball community for 

the past 40 years.  He began volunteering in 1982 and has been coaching 

spring teams, coaching summer teams, coaching coaches, and generally 

helping to advance the cause of Mission Minor Baseball ever since.  Mike is 

currently the head coach of the association, which is a title that he has held for 

more than 20 years.   

In addition to being dedicated and hardworking, Mike is also a visionary.  Fifteen 

years ago, long before the practice was implemented elsewhere, Mike was 

instrumental in amending the Mission Minor Baseball Association’s rules of play 



for children between the ages of 4 to 9 in order to keep young players more 

active and engaged in the sport.  Essentially, he recommended downsizing the 

teams to 5 or 6 players and having them practice more than play.  This gives 

each child more time for activity, fun and skill-building.  The program proved so 

successful that Baseball Canada emulated it on a national basis.   

Mike truly enjoys spending time with young people and he has a passion for 

teaching what he knows – to the players, to the 

other coaches, and to the baseball league that he 

has been encouraging and sponsoring in Cozumel, 

Mexico for years.   He believes that the role of a 

coach isn’t just to teach the sport; it is to teach a 

love for the game.  He stresses that, whether you 

are a player, a coach or a parent, you will inevitably 

make mistakes.  It is natural because failure is an integral part of every learning 

process but the important thing is to learn, improve and keep going.   

Mike recognizes that it is not always easy to find time to volunteer in this fast-

paced and hurried world we live in.  From his perspective, however, it is 

essential, especially for parents.  Life can go by quickly which makes it all the 

more important that we slow down, get to know our kids, and spend some time 

in their world which, let’s face it, is actually a really fun place to be.   

 



He says the most rewarding part about coaching and being part of the Mission 

Minor Baseball Association is the laughter, the smiles, the community and just 

watching kids have fun.   

It is with great pleasure that Councillor Davies will now present Mike with his 

well-deserved 2022 Lifetime Achievement Award. 

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 
April 26, 2022.) 
 

 

 



 

Mission Emergency Support Services Team 

 

Special Accomplishment Award 

Emergency Support Services, commonly known as E.S.S., provides short-term 

basic support to people impacted by disasters.  The foundation of E.S.S., its 

very heart and soul, is its volunteers.   They are the ones who show up, on the 

worst of days, with a steady voice, a reassuring word and a compassionate 

heart, to ensure that those affected by disaster have food, shelter, clothing, and 

the basic essentials necessary to carry them through those first few difficult 

days.   

The Mission Emergency Support Services Program is run under the 

administration of the Mission Fire Rescue Service and is comprised of over 20 



trained individuals who are dispatched at least a dozen times per year to assist 

the people of Mission. They respond to house fires, landslide events and other 

emergency situations as needed.   When not actively deployed or in training, 

team members also volunteer in support of community groups and events. 

They help with food drives, regularly serve as part of the Hope Central meal 

program and, throughout the pandemic, have volunteered extensively at 

Mission’s pop-up vaccination clinics. Collectively, they give hundreds of hours 

of their time each and every month, in service to the community and in training, 

to ensure that, if emergency support is needed, team members will be there – 

night or day.   

Over the past two years, despite the added challenge of a global pandemic, the 

Mission E.S.S. Team has been an especially strong presence in emergency 

response, not just in our community but also regionally and throughout the 

Province of British Columbia.  When the summer wildfires destroyed towns and 

homes all over the Province, Mission E.S.S. volunteers deployed to Chilliwack 

and Kamloops to assist those communities that were receiving evacuees. Day 

after day, they met with families devastated by the fires, listened to their stories, 

and supported them with compassion, competence and kindness.  During the 

floods of late 2021, this amazing group once again volunteered to assist, 

spending countless hours in the Mission, Chilliwack and Abbotsford Reception 

Centers, helping those in need.     



E.S.S. volunteers are, by nature, special people.  They provide a reassuring 

presence in addition to practical 

support and they do it with humor, 

patience and grace.  Make no doubt 

about it though, the work they do is 

difficult; it is emotionally draining 

and sometimes truly heartbreaking.  

Our E.S.S. volunteers are required to come alongside people who are often 

weary, hurting and afraid.   

We appreciate what they do for the community and it is with tremendous 

gratitude that Councillor Herar will now present representatives from Mission 

Emergency Support Services Team with their 2022 Special Accomplishment 

Award. 

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 

April 26, 2022.) 

 



Ellen Youn-Nguyen 
 

 

Citizen of the Year Award 

Ellen Youn-Nguyen is an enthusiastic, energetic, and positive individual whose 

love of family and community shines through in everything that she does.   She 

is well-known in Mission as the owner of What’s On! Mission magazine – the 

publication that helps us all keep track of what is going on in our community.  

She uses that platform to celebrate Mission, its people and everything that 

makes us special.  She is also a familiar face at an incredible number of 

different volunteer tables.  She is or has been a volunteer, member, or board 

director with the following organizations:  

• Mission District Historical Society;  

• Fraser Valley Health Care Foundation; 

• Mission Community Foundation; 



• Mission Regional Chamber of Commerce; 

• Mission Minor Baseball Association; 

• the I Love Mission Campaign; 

• Rotary Club of Mission Mid-day; 

• Hope Central; 

• Mission Skating Club; 

• Mission Sports Council; 

• BC Culture Days Launch Committee; and 

• the 2014 BC Winter Games. 

Ellen is a proponent of lifelong learning and has a passion for photography, 

writing, hiking, walking, the outdoors, and serving the 

community.  She is an organized multitasker who is always 

willing to lend a helping hand.  She is, in short, someone 

who makes this community stronger and richer by her 

presence.  

We are very honoured to have this opportunity to celebrate Ellen this evening.    

At this time, Councillor Hamilton will present Ellen Youn-Nguyen with her 2022 

Citizen of the Year Award and then we will invite Ellen to the podium to say a 

few words.     

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 

April 26, 2022.) 



Jim Hinds 

 

Freedom of the City Medal 

Jim Hinds is a longtime Mission resident who has served this community with 

kindness, patience, humility and a good sense of humor for almost 40 years.   

Jim has been instrumental to the success of countless projects, committees, 

boards, associations, and events.  To list them all here would take far more 

time than we have but, to give you an idea, here are just some of the ways in 

which Jim has exhibited outstanding dedication and lifelong service to the 

people of Mission:  

• He has helped set up and organize the hugely successful Mission Arts 

Council Christmas Craft show every year that it has been held since 1987. 



• He organized the Mission Centennial Parade, which was one of the 

largest parades ever held in Mission, and was recognized for this 

achievement with a 1992 Special Service Award. 

• He served as the Marshall for our beloved Mission Candlelight Parade 

from 1994 to 2015.   

• He was a Director on the Mission Agricultural Association Board for 8 

years and was its President for 7.   

• He was a member of both the Mission Community Heritage Commission 

and the Mission Seniors Advisory Committee.  

• He has volunteered on behalf of Mission Fest, the Terry Fox Run, the 

Mission Hospice Run, and the Mission Healthcare Auxiliary Society. 

• He has been volunteering at both Mission Raceway Park and the Mission 

Community Archives since the early 1990s. 

• He is a member of the Rotary Club of Mission Mid-Day and is a former 

Club President.  

• He is a member of the Mission Branch of the Royal Canadian Legion, is 

a 2020 Lifetime Achievement Award recipient, and is a former member of 

Council.   

• He is also currently volunteering an average of 4 days per week with the 



good folks at St. Joseph’s Food Bank. 

While Jim tends to downplay his own contributions, he is quick to sing the 

praises of his fellow volunteers.  He said that, for him, volunteering is all about 

seeing a need and then trying to meet it, while 

being surrounded by amazing people who are 

just trying to do the same thing.  Jim also 

points out that he could do nothing without his 

beloved wife Mary, who has been his 

constant companion in service to this 

community for all these many years.   

At this time, Mayor Horn and Freeman Cal Crawford will present Jim Hinds with 

his well-deserved 2022 Freedom of the City Medal and then we will invite Jim 

to the podium to say a few words.     

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 
April 26, 2022.) 
 

  

 
 

 
 
 



 

Valerie Billesberger 

 

Freedom of the City Medal 

Valerie Billesberger is the keeper and preserver of Mission’s past, the recorder 

and celebrator of Mission’s present, and a passionate spokesperson for all that 

history tells us our future could be.  As Mission’s Community Archivist, and the 

sage advisor to the Mission District Historical Society, she has been a guiding 

force in the areas of historic preservation, historical and cultural education, and 

related community initiatives within the region for decades.  Val is responsible 

for the Mission Community Archives’ many innovative acquisition programs, 

including the School Archives Program, the Paths and Pathfinders: Women of 

Mission Program, and its various Outreach Programs, and she is, quite frankly, 

one of the main reasons that the Mission Community Archives has continued 

to thrive and to expand its holdings over the past 36 years.  



Val and her husband moved to Mission in the fall of 1973 in pursuit of a more 

rural, back-to-the-land way of life and quickly fell in love with the region’s natural 

beauty and its people. She began volunteering at the Mission Museum and 

Archives in 1986, at a time when both branches were run as one entity by the 

Mission District Historical Society.  In time, she earned her Master of Archival 

Studies degree and began working as both an archivist for the City of Maple 

Ridge and as an independent consultant, all while continuing her volunteerism 

here in Mission.  Val was instrumental in the Historical Society’s decision to 

separate the Archives from the Museum in 1989 and, in response to her 

professionalism and expertise, Val was hired as Mission’s first Archivist & 

Records Manager in 1994.  

In theory, Val works 25 hours a week at the Mission Community Archives.  

Anyone who knows her, however, will tell you that her contribution to the 

community far exceeds that.   Val is passionate about what she does and it 

shows by her level of commitment and the amount of time she spends in service 

to the community. Val has served on both the Mission Community Heritage 

Commission and the Mission Cultural Resources Commission, has long been 

a driving force behind Mission’s amazing Culture Days celebrations, and is an 

active member of the Provincial Archives Association.  She is also working with 

other archivists in the region to establish a joint emergency response plan to 

ensure that community records will not be lost should fires, floods or other 



disasters occur.   

Val is creative, innovative and devoted, both to the family she adores and the 

community she serves. She loves helping people 

connect with the past and she considers herself fortunate 

to have been able to work with the many incredible 

volunteers who have graced the doors of the Mission 

Community Archives over the years.     

For her many years of service to the community and the 

region, we will be forever grateful.   

Mayor Horn and Freeman Crawford will now present Val with her well-deserved 

2022 Freedom of the City Medal and then we will invite Val to the podium to 

say a few words.     

 
(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 
April 26, 2022.) 



maius@shaw.ca  // Archives Manager <Manager@missionarchives.com> 

Glen Kask 

 

Freedom of the City Medal 

Glen Kask has been living in Mission since 1976 and has been volunteering in 

one capacity or another for more than five decades.  Trained as a teacher, he 

taught both in the public school system and at BCIT before moving into a career 

in broadcasting, first in radio and then as an award winning newspaper reporter 

and photographer with the Mission City Record.  Glen is also well known in the 

community for his support of and enthusiasm for all things theatre related and 

has been a fixture in Mission’s performing arts community for many years.   

Glen comes by his activism naturally.  He grew up watching his mother 

volunteer at school events and, from an early age, became accustomed to 

helping out wherever he saw a need.  He loves supporting and helping people 

and says that the best part about volunteering is making a difference and seeing 



things change for the better. Glen has a wonderfully big personality and is very 

participatory but is also extremely practical when it comes to his volunteerism. 

He says that some people want to be leaders whereas others are content to 

work behind the scenes to make the leaders look 

good and he tends to think of himself as a member 

of the latter group.   Glen believes in contributing 

when he can but also in stepping aside when others 

can do the job better or have more passion for it.  

He doesn’t believe in being a placeholder.     

Fortunately for the community, there are not many who can do the job better 

than Glen.  The list of groups and organizations that have benefited from his 

talents is lengthy.   

He has been, among other things, the President of: 

o the Central Fraser Valley Crimestoppers;  

o the Community Event Support Society;  

o the Rotary Club of Mission; and  

o the Mission District Historical Society. 

Glen has also been a Board Member for: 

o Opening Nite Theatre Society;  

o Mission Community Services Society;  



o Fraser House Society;  

o Mission Hospice Society;  

o Community Futures Development Corporation of North Fraser;  

o Mission Foundation;  

o Mission Skills Centre;  

o Mission Arts Council; and 

o Mission Bingo Association. 

Glen has served as the chair of both the Mission Communities in Bloom Society 

and the Citizens’ Advisory Committee for Mission Institution. 

In addition to all of this, he has been a member of: 

o the Fraser Valley University Community Council;  

o the City of Mission Grants Advisory Committee;  

o the Mission Regional Chamber of Commerce Tourism Committee; 

and  

o a committee to help African refugees settle into their new lives here 

in Mission.  

Glen also established a Theatrical Legacy Fund with the Mission Foundation to 

support Performing Arts groups in Mission, has volunteered with Canadian 

Blood Services and travelled to Thailand as a humanitarian dental project 

volunteer.   



Glen was the recipient of a Lifetime Achievement Award in 2002. Now, 20 years 

later, we are honoured to be able to recognize him here tonight with this well-

deserved 2022 Freedom of the City Medal.  

Mayor Horn and Freeman Crawford will now present Glen with his 2022 

Freedom of the City Medal and then we will invite Glen to the podium to say a 

few words.     

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 
April 26, 2022.) 

 
 



Doug Pearson 

 

Freedom of the City Medal 

Doug Pearson is a former resident of Mission, with strong ties to the community, 

who recently moved to Armstrong, BC after spending five decades living, 

working, and serving among us.   

Doug and his family came to Mission in 1969 and, as a parent, he 

enthusiastically volunteered for whatever activities his children were involved 

in.  He was a 4H leader and a dedicated volunteer with the Mission Marlins.  He 

was also a member of the North Fraser Fire Department, participated in an 

early version of the then District of Mission’s Recreation Advisory Committee, 

and spent 27 years of his life serving the community as a member of the 

Kinsmen Club.  He was also given a very special assignment, direct from the 

North Pole, to represent Santa Claus here in the City of Mission.  For over 35 

years, Doug served as our resident Santa, bringing smiles and laughter to 



young and old throughout our community. 

In the 20 or so years since he retired from his job at the Department of 

Agriculture, Doug has become a committed and tireless advocate for seniors.  

He served as both the Vice-President of the Seniors Activity Centre and the 

President of the drop-in centre, 

organizing fun activities and 

events for his fellow seniors.  He 

was also one of a key group of 

dedicated individuals appointed 

to the Seniors Centre Task 

Force in 2012 with a mandate to 

explore prospective sites for a permanent seniors’ centre in Mission.  In the 

good fullness of time, his knowledge and expertise at the planning and design 

stage helped shape the building that we now know as the Boswyk Seniors 

Activity Centre which opened its doors to the public in 2021.  In a very real way, 

the seniors centre serves as a testament to the hard work of people like Doug 

who had the vision, determination and patience to see the project through to 

fruition.   

Doug is a 2016 Lifetime Achievement Award recipient and, as a member of the 

Seniors Centre Task Force, received a Special Accomplishment Award in 2014.   

Doug is quick to stress the role played by others, especially when it comes to 



his advocacy work on behalf of seniors. While we recognize the truth of this, 

we are also truly grateful to Doug.  He has left an indelible mark on our 

community and is very much missed.  Now, as one of the City of Mission’s 

newest Freedom of the City Medal recipients, he will forever be one of our own.   

Unfortunately, Doug is unable to be here with us this evening.  He actually drove 

down over the weekend and was very much looking forward to attending the 

ceremony and seeing all of you….but then he began to cough.  He took a test 

and, unfortunately, he is positive for COVID.  He wanted us to let you know, 

however, that there is no need to worry.  He is doing well and plans on coming 

back for another visit soon.  He looks forward to connecting with his many 

friends here in Mission and we look forward to presenting Doug with his well-

deserved Freedom of the City Medal at an upcoming Regular Meeting of 

Council.  

(Text read aloud at the 2022 Community Service Awards Ceremony, Clarke Foundation Theatre, 
April 26, 2022.) 
 

 




