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1. Introduction 
The District of Mission’s purpose statement is: 

 

“To build a safe, healthy & inclusive community abundant in 

economic, recreational & cultural opportunities” 

 

Inherent in this statement is the importance of protecting and sustaining 

ecosystems within the District.  Properly functioning 

ecosystems are a prerequisite for ensuring a healthy 

community while allowing for economic and 

recreational opportunities.  The District of Mission 

Council recognized this in its 2006 strategic planning 

session where the development of an Environmental 

Charter was identified as a key objective. 

 

The District’s vision for its natural environment is: 

 

“A clean, healthy and naturally diverse environment that is 

respected and cared for by all members of the community” 

 

The importance of a healthy natural 

environment for a sustainable Mission can not 

be understated.  The Fraser River supports a 

significant commercial and sports fishery, 

Mission’s municipal forest provides significant 

employment opportunities and recreational 

activities.  The Stave River system supports 

swimming, fishing and boating opportunities.  

Residents and animals, wild and domestic, 

require clean air, land and water to thrive. 

 

Sustainability means living and 
managing our activities in a way 
that balances social, economic 

and environmental considerations 
to meet our needs and those of 

future generations 
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The District’s Official Community Plan (OCP) is based on achieving 

a sustainable society – healthy environment, social justice and 

economic development.  The OCP clearly identifies the importance 

of managing natural resources and preserving ecosystems.  In 

addition, the OCP identifies that we all have responsibilities as 

stewards of the environment.  The Environmental Charter is akin to 

the Social Development Plan and the Economic Development 

Strategy that are being developed by the District and demonstrates the 

District’s commitment to addressing community sustainability. 

 

  

  
 

A clean, healthy and naturally diverse environment is critical to a sustainable Mission 

 

Links to OCP 

• S. 1.3: Vision and Goals 
• S. 2: Protecting the natural 

environment 
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2. Acknowledgements 
This Environmental Charter has been developed by District of Mission 

environmental services staff with input from all departments within the 

District.  The contributions from community groups including the 

community beautification program Communities in Bloom, the anti-litter 

program Adopt-A-Block, Citizens Against Urban Sprawl Society, Stave 

Valley Salmonid Enhancement Society, Fraser Basin Council, Fraser 

Valley Bald Eagle Festival, Abbotsford-Mission Recycling and individual 

residents including Ineke Kalwij, Rod Shead, Larry Reist and Sonja 

Barker are greatly appreciated. 

 

3. Purpose 
The purpose of this Environmental Charter is to emphasize the 

importance of a healthy environment to Mission’s residents and 

businesses, both now and in the future, and to identify actions that can be 

taken to enhance and maintain a healthy environment.  The Charter has 

been created to demonstrate the District’s corporate expectations for 

itself, its residents and for people doing business in Mission regarding the 

environmental component of sustainability.  These expectations will 

manifest themselves in a range of ways from suggested restorative and 

sustainable practices, incentives and enforceable bylaws.  

 

 

 
Legal obligations 
are denoted with 

this figure 
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4. Historical Context 
The District of Mission and its residents have consistently demonstrated 

leadership in environmental management and performance in British 

Columbia.  Mission was one of the first municipalities in 

British Columbia to implement a recycling program in 

partnership with the Abbotsford-Mission Recycling Depot 

in 1983.  The program started by collecting newspapers 

from bins located throughout the community and has 

now progressed to having a full curbside blue bag 

program for recyclable materials. 

 

Mission was one of the first communities in British Columbia to start a 

curbside compost (including food waste) program.  The District now 

operates a full recycling facility at a centralized location.  Blue bag 

materials as well as provincial stewardship program materials such as 

paints and household hazardous waste are accepted.  Numerous 

businesses within the community participate in the province’s stewardship 

programs by acting as return facilities for used oil and expired 

pharmaceuticals. 

 

The Stave Valley Salmonid Enhancement Society was one of the first 

stream stewardship groups in British Columbia when it was established in 

1980 and remains active today.  The Society worked with the Mission 

School District to establish an E-Team  (now C.R.E.W team) consisting of 

high school students working on numerous environmental projects.  The 

Society is playing a leading role in restoring biodiversity within the 

Silverdale Creek Wetland. 

 

Mission worked with local businesses and Fisheries and Oceans Canada 

to establish the Mission of Streams program which placed information 

signs along fish bearing watercourses within Mission and worked to 

increase awareness of stream stewardship within the community and 

historical significance of the streams. 

 

Stewardship only works well 
if all inhabitants work 

together, feel a shared 
responsibility for the 

condition of the environment 
and make a sustained, 

collective effort to maintain 
and protect it. 
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Mission is fortunate to have dedicated people within the community to run 

not for profit groups such as Adopt-A-Block, the Fraser Valley Bald Eagle 

Festival, Communities In Bloom and Citizens Against Urban Sprawl 

Society (CAUSS).  CAUSS successfully lobbied for a tree retention bylaw 

in southwest Mission as well as the proactive stream protection bylaw 

chosen by the District of Mission.  Adopt-A-Block, the Fraser Valley Bald 

Eagle Festival and Communities In Bloom all have a strong 

environmental component to their programs.  All of these groups play an 

important role in the community with respect to environmental 

stewardship and are vital to bringing this Environmental Charter to the 

community. 

 

The District of Mission has operated a Municipal Forest since 1958 

under a Tree Farm License agreement with the Ministry of Forests.  

The Municipal Forest makes up approximately 40% of the District of 

Mission’s landbase and approximately 45,000 m3 of timber is 

harvested per year.  The majority of harvested timber is second 

growth.  Total biological growth is approximately 55,000 m3 per year 

which results in a net increase in old growth forest over time. 

 

The Municipal Forest is operated under a comprehensive 

environmental management system and has been certified to the ISO 

14001 standard.  The regulatory framework for the Municipal Forest is 

the Forest and Range Practices Act which is administered by the 

provincial Ministry of Forests.  The Forest and Range Practices Act 

maintains high levels of protection for forest values including watersheds 

and wildlife habitat, and creates efficiencies for both government and 

industry through streamlined planning processes. 

 

The Municipal Forest is operated with a high regard for environmental 

values.  Herbicides have not been used for more than 20 years and no 

slash burning of harvested areas has occurred for many years.  More 

recently, burning of roadside logging slash has been replaced by taking 

 
The Municipal Forest is 
harvested at a rate that 

results in a net increase in 
old growth forest. 
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slash back into the forest where it is piled on poor quality planting spots to 

create habitat for small mammals and birds. 

 

The Municipal Forest Management Plan has identified retention and 

reserve areas across the Municipal Forest to ensure the protection of 

biodiversity and critical wildlife habitat areas.  In addition, harvesting 

within Cannell Lake community watershed has been avoided to ensure 

the protection of drinking water. 

 

This Environmental Charter makes reference to Municipal Forest 

operations in some areas but is not exhaustive given that the operation is 

regulated by the Forest and Range Practices Act and is widely seen as a 

leader in forest management within British Columbia. 

 

Consistent with Mission’s commitment to be a leader in environmental 

management and performance within British Columbia, the Environmental 

Charter is a natural continuation of the proactive stewardship work that 

has already been done within the community. 

 

 
 

Many of Mission’s recreational opportunities rely on a healthy 
environment.  It is incumbent upon all residents and businesses 

to make responsible decisions to protect our natural capital. 
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5. Environmental Charter Framework 
The Charter is based on a set of guiding principles.  These principles are 

used to guide a series of recommended actions that will be taken by the 

District of Mission to advance environmental management.  The 

recommended actions are categorized into four broad 

environmental management components: 

1. Environmental Stewardship 

2. Waste Management 

 Solid Waste 

 Liquid Waste 

3. Climate Change, Greenhouse Gas Emissions & 

Energy Efficiency  

4. Natural Environment 

 Water 

 Land 

 Air Quality 

 Biodiversity 

 

Each component will identify actions that will be taken in the short term 

(∼3 years) as well as actions that will be considered in the longer term 

(∼10 years).  Due to the overlapping nature of these components, some 

actions could be placed in two or more categories but are only shown in 

one for the purposes of the Charter.  The short term actions will comprise 

the majority of the District’s environmental department’s short term work 

plan. 

 

The Charter uses language such as “consider”, “develop”, “encourage”, 

“evaluate” when making recommendations.  The intent of using these 

words is that Mission should use a triple bottom line approach when 

making decisions on what actions to implement.  The triple bottom line 

approach evaluates the economic, environmental and social costs and 

benefits associated with making those decisions.  The goal is to ensure 

that decisions are not being made at any cost and that the decisions 

being made are providing the desired result. 

 
Public transportation and reduced 

reliance on personal automobiles will be 
key elements of a carbon neutral 

strategy. 
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In addition, the Environmental Charter provides general guidance for 

Council regarding potential initiatives that provide environmental value.  It 

is expected that staff will bring separate reports regarding initiatives that 

have significant financial or staff implications for Council approval. 

 

The Charter will have a component which reports to Council to ensure 

that progress is quantified in terms of completing the recommended 

actions.  The Charter should be viewed as a dynamic document in that it 

will be reviewed and updated to reflect evolving knowledge, 

circumstances and priorities in the ongoing move towards a more 

sustainable community. 

 

 

 
 

The District of Mission is fortunate to have relatively intact ecosystems.  The actions 
contained within this Environmental Charter will assist to preserve these ecosystems for 

generations to come. 
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6. Guiding Principles 
These twelve principles provide higher-level guidance to formulating the 

recommended actions contained within the Environmental Charter. 

 

Accessibility 
Making the right environmental choices needs to be facilitated.  

Asking individuals to make sustainable choices will not be successful 

unless sustainable options and incentives are accessible to all. 

 

Accountability and Inclusiveness 

The District, residents and businesses are all responsible for the 

environmental consequences of our decisions, and our actions. 

 

Adaptability 

An Adaptive Management approach consisting of making 

decisions, monitoring the effectiveness of those decisions and 

adjusting future decisions will be used.  Performance indicators will 

be identified to monitor and assess performance. 

 

Cautious 

Caution must be exercised when making decisions to avoid making 

irreversible mistakes.  Decisions must be based on detailed and 

accurate information. 

 

Coordinated and Cooperative 

The various departments within the District will operate in a 

coordinated fashion to address environmental issues.  The District will 

support and share ideas and information with its stewardship partners 

and will make best efforts to work in a coordinated fashion with 

external agencies. 

Sustainability 
requires innovative 
planning, creative 

problem solving and 
new ways of 

working together at 
the community 

level. 
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Innovative & Green 
Innovative and green solutions will be encouraged, attempted and 

monitored in the context of adaptive management. 

 

Integrated and Mutually Dependent 

Mission will make responsible decisions that recognize the integral 

connections between all ecosystem components: land, air, water and 

biodiversity.  Each component must be functioning for the ecosystem 

to function. 

 

Leadership 
The District of Mission will be a leader in the stewardship of the 

environment and promoting sustainable lifestyles. 

 

Open and Informed Decision Making 

Decisions will be made in an open and transparent manner and 

be based on the best available information. 

 

Recognition of Excellence and Civic Pride 

The District of Mission will recognize and celebrate community 

stewardship, volunteerism and excellence in development 

design and construction that protect and enhance the natural 

environment to encourage pride within the community. 

 

Restorative 

The District of Mission, residents and businesses will work to restore 

environmental values and ecosystem functioning wherever those 

opportunities arise while carrying out their daily business. 

 

Sustainable 

Living and managing our activities in a way that balances social, 

economic and environmental considerations to meet our needs and 

those of future generations. 

12 Guiding Principles 
 

• Accessibility 
• Accountability and 

Inclusiveness 
• Adaptability 
• Cautious 
• Coordinated and 

Cooperative 
• Innovative and Green 
• Integrated and Mutually 

Dependent 
• Leadership 
• Open and Informed 

Decision Making 
• Recognition of 

Excellence and Civic 
Pride 

• Restorative 
• Sustainable 
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7. Recommended Actions  
The recommended actions are divided into several broad categories that 

comprise environmental management.  These actions are further divided 

into actions that will be completed over the short and long term. 

 

7.1. Environmental Stewardship 
7.1.1. Overview 
Environmental stewardship can be defined as “a personal commitment to 

make daily choices that result in care for the environment and that sustain 

and enhance the quality of the environment”. 

 

Mission provides facilities, services and operations that are guided by 

Mission’s commitment to environmental stewardship such as the 

recycling program and environmental commitments made by the Forestry 

Department. 

 

Nevertheless, the District of Mission does not have the capacity to take 

on all environmental stewardship initiatives, nor should it.  All members of 

the community are accountable for their actions and need to be making 

choices that will benefit the environment. 

 

Mission is extremely fortunate to have a large number of volunteers living 

within the community that are already contributing to environmental 

stewardship initiatives and increasing awareness within the community.  

The 2007 Communities in Bloom report card gave commendation to 

Mission for environmental awareness and Mission won a provincial award 

for its community involvement.  
 

7.1.2. Short Term Recommended Actions 
• Continued Council support for Mission becoming an environmental 

leader in the way it carries out its business by implementing 

innovative ideas, formulating new partnerships and consider actions 

Our Partners 

 

  

 
Abbotsford – 

Mission Recycling 

 

 

 
CAUSS.ca 

 

 
Stave Valley 

Salmonid 
Enhancement 

Society 
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that Mission can undertake to support provincial and federal initiatives 

such as the BC Climate Action Charter. 

• Educate and train staff on methods to reduce environmental impacts 

in the provision of facilities, utilities and services and to comply with all 

statutory regulations.  It is expected that District wide environmental 

initiatives, such as an anti-idling program, will be piloted with District 

staff. 

• Support and promote the adoption of third party sustainable initiatives 

(E.g.: BC Hydro’s Power Smart program, Waste Reduction Week, 

Clean Air Day, Earth Hour, Earth Day, Naturescape BC etc.) within 

the community. 

• Continue to support and develop stronger partnerships with local 

stewardship groups such as Adopt-A-Block, Citizens Against Urban 

Sprawl Society, Communities in Bloom, Stave Valley Salmonid 

Enhancement Society, C.R.E.W. Alternative Program. 

• Develop partnerships with local businesses. 

• Council consider establishing an Environmental 

Committee which would meet at least twice a year and 

advise on implementation and review of this 

Environmental Charter. 

• Develop a District Environmental Awards program. 

• Develop an Environmental Services website for District environmental 

information as a resource to local stewardship groups, residents and 

businesses.  The District will act as the information warehouse for all 

stewardship groups operating within Mission to ensure that all 

information is accessible through one location. 

• Develop an electronic “environmental information” distribution list to 

inform residents of new environmental initiatives. 

• Add environmental facilities and partners to Mission community map, 

Curbside collection calendar map. 

• Incorporate environmental activities into the Leisure Guide to 

encourage community awareness (E.g.: Earth Day) and take 

advantage of public advertising space in Leisure Centre. 

Each of us has a 
responsibility to understand 

how our decisions and 
lifestyles affect our natural 
environment and health of 

our communities. 
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• Hold an annual Stewardship Day where local stewardship groups and 

the District of Mission make presentations on their completed work 

and upcoming work plans to promote shared information and avoid 

duplication. 

• Hold annual meetings with the development community to discuss 

and educate regarding new policies, bylaws, environmental best 

practices etc. 

• Consider requiring new strata developments to establish 

environmental stewardship programs. 

• Integrate sustainability and environmental considerations into the 

District’s Purchasing Policy (e.g: electric ice cleaning 

machine, hybrid vehicles). 

• Maintain the Municipal Forest’s ISO 14001certification. 

• Approach unconventional partners to develop environmental 

stewardship relationship (e.g: Mission Raceway for proper oil 

disposal, Mission Arts Council for an exhibit dedicated to 

Mission’s water resources and promotion of water 

conservation). 

 

7.1.3. Long Term Recommended Actions 

• Promote the formation of new stewardship groups and/or a broader 

range of activities carried out by existing groups.  This could include 

contracting with responsible environmental groups to carry out 

the municipality’s mandate. 

• Encourage residents of new subdivisions to assume 

environmental stewardship for key environmental elements of 

their subdivision (maintaining planted riparian areas, protect 

streams, control litter) 

• Develop a Residents’ and Business’ Environmental Handbook. 

• Incorporate environmental education opportunities into new 

developments through signage, website and handouts. 

 
 

Links to OCP 

• Policy 1.1.1: Coordinated 
approach 

• Policy 1.1.2: Annual 
environmental forum 

• Policy 1.1.10: Education and 
Partnerships 

• Policy 1.3.2: Best practices 
• Policy 1.3.5: Community 

based programs 

 
Recognition and celebration is 

critical to community 
environmental stewardship 
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7.2. Waste Management 
7.2.1. Overview 
The District collects compost, blue bag recyclables and garbage at the 

curbside from single family residences within the refuse collection area.  

Compost and recyclables are collected from multi-family units.  Residents 

living in rural areas can drop off recyclables and compost for free at the 

District’s landfill but are charged a fee for garbage. 

 

The District operates a landfill which disposes of approximately 21,000 

tonnes of garbage per year from residential, institutional and commercial 

sources.  On a weight basis, the recycling rate for all materials that come 

into the possession of the District is approximately 22% which is 

significantly lower than the rate of 50% currently reached in several 

European countries.  It is also substantially below the FVRD’s goal of 

50% diversion by 2000 although that goal includes heavy materials such 

as auto hulks, concrete and asphalt which is not taken into account in the 

22%.  The landfill also accepts scrap metal, gypsum and tires for 

recycling. 

 

The District, in partnership with Abbotsford-Mission Recycling Depot, also 

operates a central recycling facility.  In addition to typical blue bag 

materials, this facility is also registered as a “paint plus” return facility and 

accepts old paint, gasoline, oil, pesticide, rechargeable and non re-

chargeable batteries.  A 2007 waste audit of residential curbside garbage 

indicated that approximately 14% of the material was recyclable while 

54% was compostable. 

 

The District’s sewage is piped to the Joint Abbotsford Mission 

Environmental System (J.A.M.E.S) in Abbotsford where it is treated 

before being released to the Fraser River.  Residences outside the area 

serviced by sanitary sewer use individual septic systems for sewage 

treatment.  The District’s storm sewer system discharges to the Fraser 

River or to smaller streams which flow into the Fraser River. 

 
Recycling saves 
valuable landfill 

space and 
energy 

The Three R’s 
 

Reduce ! 
Re-use ! 
Recycle ! 
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7.2.2. Solid Waste 
7.2.2.1. Short Term Recommended Actions 
• Develop a comprehensive education program to increase awareness 

of recycling and composting options in the community.  It is expected 

that this program will direct the District to attend more public events, 

increased advertising in local papers, develop a media campaign etc. 

• Institute enforceable bans on disposing of recyclable materials within 

curbside collection materials and at the landfill. 

• Develop a bylaw that requires construction sites to separate out 

recyclable materials including drywall, clean lumber, cardboard, metal 

from other wastes. 

• Reduce the amount of recyclables in curbside garbage to 10% by 

2010 and 0% by 2015. 

• Reduce the amount of compost in garbage to 25% by 2010 and 0% 

by 2015. 

• Increase the District’s recycling rate to 30% by 2010 and 50% by 2015 

for materials that come into the direct possession of the District 

(curbside, landfill and recycling depot). 

• Enforce the current weekly curbside garbage collection limit of two 

bags and consider reducing the limit to the equivalent of 1 bag per 

week. 

• Consider supporting a zero waste policy and consider supporting 

bans (e.g: plastic bags) when consistent with sustainability principles, 

triple bottom line accounting and when recycling possibilities do not 

exist. 

• Establish a long term cost neutral composting program for yard waste 

and clean dimensional lumber at the landfill. 

• Develop a bylaw or policy that requires temporary third party activities 

occurring within District operated or owned facilities to supply compost 

and recycling containers and pick up service. 

• Implement a collection and disposal program for fluorescent tubes. 

 

 

Recycling 4 
aluminum cans 

saves the energy 
equivalent of 1 cup 

of gasoline – or 
enough energy to 

watch TV for 3 
hours 

Recycling 
uses 67% less 

energy than 
making things 

from raw 
materials 
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• Install compost collection containers in the Leisure Centre, Municipal 

Hall, Fire Hall #1 and Public Works buildings together with public 

advertising information. 

• Implement a new collection calendar that provides residents with 

recycling information. 

• Consider developing a “freestore” and/or “cheapstore” at the landfill 

or recycling centre. 

• In conjunction with the Downtown Business Association, add 

recycling collection containers to First Ave. business area and 

encourage the same with shopping mall operators. 

• Participate in Waste Reduction Week. 

• Implement a pilot recycling project with local businesses and 

evaluate options to require businesses to implement recycling 

programs. 

• Place recycling containers in flagship parks. 

• Work with Adopt-A-Block, Communities in Bloom and Ministry of 

Highways to establish “Adopt-a-Highway” areas throughout all 

highways in Mission. 

• Continue to encourage residents and businesses to lobby federal 

and provincial governments for improvements to waste 

management legislation (ie: more product stewardship materials, 

improved packaging regulations, cradle to cradle responsibility for 

producers and consumers – not all taxpayers). 

 

7.2.2.2. Long Term Recommended Actions 
• Construct new landfill cells and close old ones using best available 

technology and according to the design and operating plan. 

• Encourage the provincial government to expand its stewardship 

program to new materials (e.g: more electronics, antifreeze, 

compact fluorescent lights). 

• Assess the old Mission landfill near the Mission Raceway to ensure 

pollution is not occurring. 

 

 

Recyclable Items 
in Your Home 

• 1, 2, 5 coded 
Plastics (milk jugs, 
shampoo bottles, 
yogurt containers 
etc.) 

• Toilet paper rolls 
• Stretchy plastic 

(shopping bags, 
plastic wrap) 

• Cardboard 
• Newspaper 
• Glass 
• Tin cans, foil 
• Milk cartons 
 
Return these items 

to the Mershon 
Street Recycling 

Depot 
• Blue bag 

recyclables 
• Cell phones 
• Appliances (except 

fridges to landfill) 
• Old paints, 

gasolines 
• Computers, TVs 
• Rechargeable 

batteries 
• Car batteries 
• Fluorescent tubes 
• Pesticides 
 
See 
http://www.mission.ca/P
age210.aspx for more 
products including 
medicines & used oil 
 
 
 

  
 

 
   

  
 

http://www.mission.ca/Page210.aspx
http://www.mission.ca/Page210.aspx
http://www.mission.ca/Page210.aspx
http://www.mission.ca/Page210.aspx
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7.2.3. Liquid Waste 
7.2.3.1. Short Term Recommended Actions 
Recommended actions for rainwater management are described in the 

Section 7.4.1. 

• Develop and implement a long term solution to the management of 

landfill leachate by 2009. 

• Continue to implement best available technologies at Abbotsford 

Mission Sewer and Water Commission’s J.A.M.E.S plant and 

related infrastructure. 

 

7.2.3.2. Long Term Recommended Actions 
• Through development and local improvements, continue to 

expand the sanitary sewer to new areas and, where a net 

environmental benefit exists, encourage those individuals 

currently served by septic fields to connect and to properly 

decommission old septic systems. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Links to OCP 
• Policy 1.2.2: Rainwater 

management 
• Policy 8.2.1: Sanitary 

sewer service 
• Policy 8.2.7: Cumulative 

rainwater impacts 
• Policy 8.2.9: Best rainwater 

management practices 
• Policy 2.1.4: Permeable 

surfaces and natural 
landscaping 

• Policy 8.3.3: Recycling 
efforts 

 
 

Landfills are expensive to operate and it is very difficult to locate new ones.  
Mission’s landfill needs to be treated as a community asset.  Reducing 

consumption and recycling help to save valuable landfill space. 
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7.3. Climate Change, Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Energy 
Efficiency 

7.3.1. Overview 
The United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change and the 

US National Academies of Science have concluded that the global 

atmosphere is warming due to human activities (burning of fossil fuels, 

landfills, forestry and agriculture) that release greenhouse gases.   

 

Greenhouse gases originating from human activity include carbon dioxide 

(CO2), methane (CH4) and nitrous oxide (N2O).  While certain 

greenhouse gases occur naturally, human activities are accelerating 

their release into the atmosphere.  Rising temperatures have several 

impacts on a variety of physical and biological processes, with 

corresponding implications for human activity.  The governments of 

Canada and British Columbia have made climate change a priority as 

evidenced by the recent provincial throne speech, legislation and British 

Columbia Climate Action Charter. 

 

The District of Mission signed the B.C. Climate Action Charter in October 

2007 which recognizes the need to take action on climate change.  The 

Climate Action Charter sets a goal of local governments becoming carbon 

neutral in respect of their corporate operations by 2012. The District is 

committed to taking action through the following recommended actions. 

 

7.3.2. Short Term Recommended Actions 
• Complete the Federation of Canadian Municipalities’ Partners in 

Climate Protection Program.  The program includes the following five 

steps and will result in numerous recommended actions being added 

to the Environmental Charter once steps (i) through (v) are complete: 

i. Create a greenhouse gas emissions inventory and forecast 

ii. Set an emissions reduction plan 

iii. Develop a local action plan 

iv. Implement the local action plan 

v. Monitor progress and report results 

If every household 
in BC turned off 4 
lights for one hour, 

we would save 
enough electricity 
to wash 1 million 

loads in a 
dishwasher. 
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• The following are likely outcomes of the 5 step process: 

o Develop and implement a vehicle idling control voluntary 

program and/or bylaw which could include a ban on further 

drive-thrus. 

o Implementation of a development sustainability assessment 

process that will give preferential treatment to energy efficient 

developments. 

o Complete a landfill gas assessment for the District’s landfill 

and implement a capture and flaring or energy production 

program. 

o Develop and implement a “greening the fleet” program which 

is aimed at reducing greenhouse gas emissions from the 

District of Mission’s fleet of vehicles. 

o Mandate that new municipal buildings meet an established 

energy efficiency standard such as Leadership in Energy and 

Environmental Design (LEED). 

o Identify the Manager of Environmental Services as the 

District’s Energy Manager responsible for delivering the 

program. 

• The Silverdale Urban Residential Area development is currently 

completing various technical studies.  The renewable 

energy study will suggest energy conservation techniques 

that can be incorporated District wide. 

• The District will continue to encourage sustainable 

development projects that respect the environment in many 

ways.  The use of Smart Growth principles will result in well 

designed compact neighbourhoods that preserve open 

spaces, encourage pedestrian movement, provide a range 

of transportation choices including cycling and incorporate 

green building principles all of which have positive 

implications regarding energy efficiency, climate change 

and greenhouse gas emissions. 

• Consider developing a revised Tree Retention Bylaw district 
  

Links to OCP 
• Policy 1.1.8: Energy efficient 

buildings 
• Policy 1.3.1: FVRD air quality 

management plan 
• Policy 1.3.2: Best practices 
• Policy 1.3.3: Outdoor burning 
• Policy 1.3.4: Reduce automobile 

dependence 
• Policy 1.3.7: Tree retention 
• Policy 1.3.8: Energy efficient 

development 
• Policy 2.1.2: Retain and replant 

trees 
• Policy 2.1.3: Energy efficient 

buildings 
• Policy 2.1.5: Sustainable 

residential development 

 



_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Environmental Charter  Page 22 of 39 

wide that protects significant trees, retains a minimum number of trees 

and requires a carbon sequestration assessment with a replacement 

plan. 

• The Planning Department should encourage developers to 

incorporate alternate transportation and sustainability principles into 

development applications. 

 

7.3.3. Long Term Recommended Actions 
• Incorporate new energy efficiency policies in the OCP. 

• Consider retrofitting existing municipal buildings and infrastructure 

with energy efficient components. 

• Develop incentives for developers to construct green residential 

buildings such as a preferential approval process; delegate approval 

to the Approving Officer. 

• Maximize carbon sequestration within the Municipal Forest. 

• Explore incentives and support for carbon sequestration projects on 

private land. 

 

 

 
 

Buildings account for approximately 30 percent of British 
Columbia’s energy use and 13 percent of the province’s 

greenhouse gas emissions.  Energy efficient buildings can use 
25-50 percent less energy, have healthier indoor air quality, 

reduced water consumption and improved comfort. 
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7.4. Natural Environment 
7.4.1. Water 
7.4.1.1. Overview 
Mission is fortunate in that it has a large number of high quality lakes, 

rivers and streams that are critical to maintaining biodiversity, supporting 

an array of recreational opportunities and providing drinking water 

supplies. 

 

Nevertheless, the natural watercourses in and around Mission are at risk 

from pollution – both point source and non-point source.  Point 

source pollution is derived from pipes carrying pollutants while non-

point pollution sources include lands that have received waste 

(manure) or chemical (herbicides) applications.  Excessive demand 

for water, particularly during the dry summer months, can reduce 

streamflows to the point that aquatic habitat is left high and dry and 

water temperatures reach critical levels. 

 

Mission is also fortunate in that the majority of streams and creeks 

are entirely within the District and not shared with any other land use 

authority.  This allows the District to develop bylaws, policies and 

strategies to protect water quality and quantity which have a lasting 

benefit.  This is different from those jurisdictions that have streams that 

flow through them and into another jurisdiction that may not have the 

same watercourse protection measures in place. 

 

The District of Mission and the City of Abbotsford jointly operate a primary 

water supply system using Norrish Creek and Dickson Lake reservoir as 

the source (http://www.mission.ca/Page30.aspx).  Cannell Lake in 

Mission is used as a backup supply and is also the primary source to a 

small portion of Mission. Mission receives the majority of its precipitation 

in the form of rain between October and June yet the daily demand for 

water in late summer is approximately twice the daily annual average. 

 

Fixing a tap leaking 
at 1 drop per 

second will save 25 
litres of water per 

day. 
 

Converting to low 
flow toilets can save 
2,000 litres of water 

a week. 

http://www.mission.ca/Page30.aspx
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A recent Water Master Plan Update determined that Mission consumed 

an average of 566 litres per person per day – almost 25% more than the 

City of Abbotsford’s per capita rate and approximately 50% more than the 

per capita rate in European countries.  The plan found that existing water 

supplies are adequate to supply drinking water to approximately 2016 and 

that the inclusion of the Stave Lake system will provide an adequate 

supply to 2031.  Nevertheless, high demand and extended dry conditions 

in recent summers have resulted in water shortages.  Consistent with the 

OCP, the 2006 Drought Management & Water Conservation Study 

recommends immediate implementation of a water conservation program 

consisting of bylaws, audits, rebates, leakage reduction, metering and 

pricing measures. 

 

The District of Mission operates both a sanitary sewer system 

and a separate stormwater sewer system.  The term 

“stormwater” management is being replaced with “rainwater” 

management to emphasize the importance of managing all 

rainfall and not just storms.  Sanitary sewers are connected to the 

sewage treatment plant in Abbotsford while storm sewers discharge to 

local creeks and streams or directly to the Fraser River.  Stormwater has 

the potential to carry significant pollutants (heavy metals, hydrocarbons 

and fecal matter), both from developed areas and from areas under 

development, and the increase of impervious surfaces results in 

damaging peak flows in streams. 

 

The GVRD has spearheaded a great deal of work regarding rainwater 

management and much of this work is applicable to development within 

the District of Mission.  Recently, the community of Sooke has received 

funding to develop a liquid waste management plan that is focused 

entirely on rainwater management as opposed to both rainwater and 

sanitary waste. 

Water Conservation Tips 
 

• www.mission.ca/Page289.aspx 
• www.ec.gc.ca/water/en/manage/

effic/e_weff.htm 
• www.waterbucket.ca 
 

http://www.mission.ca/Page289.aspx
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7.4.1.2. Short Term Recommended Actions 
• Complete a triple bottom line analysis of implementing a water 

metering program within Mission. 

• Evaluate the feasibility and value of implementing a bylaw that 

requires metering of all new residential subdivisions as well as 

new businesses. 

• Develop and implement a sediment and erosion control bylaw for 

urban development. 

• Participate in the Lower Mainland Municipalities’ Best Practices 

Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Team. 

• Amend the Subdivision Control Bylaw to require implementation of 

specific source control rainwater practices. 

• Initiate a comprehensive phased leak detection program. 

• Consider completing Integrated Stormwater Management Plans 

for significant watersheds within the District. 

• Implement a rainwater harvesting (rainbarrels) program within the 

District.  Provide water conservation information as part of the 

program. 

• Consider implementing a low flow toilet replacement program. 

• Require developers to use storm sewer grates marked with 

permanent fish protection markers. 

• Continue with implementation of Cedar Valley Stormwater 

Monitoring Plan. 

• Confirm location of shallow aquifers supplying drinking water in 

rural areas and implement protection program including signage. 

 

7.4.1.3. Long Term Recommended Actions 
• Evaluate the advantages of completing a liquid waste 

management plan for stormwater management within the District. 

• Develop a residential water conservation education program that 

addresses rural and urban water usage as part of the environmental 

handbook. 

 

 

 

 

Best Management 
Practices for 
Rainwater 

Management 
 

• Pervious Pavement 
• Amended soil 
• Infiltration galleries 
• Splash pads 
• Bioswales 
• Green roofs 
• Rainwater capture 

 
Bioswales adjacent to narrow 
roads with no curb and gutter 
can be aesthetically pleasing 
and beneficial for rainwater 

management 
(photo courtesy of City of Vancouver) 
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• Develop a program to work with businesses to assess water 

conservation practices at the business. 

• Review storm sewer protection measures in Sewer Bylaw. 

• Continue with Water Master Planning. 

• Expand rainwater monitoring program to other areas. 

• Consider developing a program to encourage replacing lawns with 

water wise native plants. 

• Use best management practices should timber harvesting 

be considered within community watersheds contained 

within the Municipal Forest. 

 

7.4.2. Air Quality 
7.4.2.1. Overview 
Clean air is essential for a sustainable future.  It is needed for 

healthy ecosystems including maintaining the health of 

residents.  Air pollution is the most significant contributing 

factor in respiratory disease.  Fine particulate matter – very 

small particles that we inhale deep into our lungs is considered the most 

serious form of air pollution in British Columbia. 

 

In particular, children, the elderly, asthmatics and those with cardio-

respiratory diseases are most at risk.  Particulate matter (PM) and ground 

level ozone both have significant health impacts, including asthma, which 

is the number one reason for hospital admissions among Canadian 

children. 

 

The main sources of PM and ground level ozone in the Fraser Valley are 

vehicle emissions (especially from diesel-powered vehicles), agricultural 

sources and burning of wood, particularly land clearing, materials. 

 

Implementing measures to reduce greenhouse gases and improve 

energy efficiency will also result in air quality improvements.  The District 

will continue to work with other levels of government, neighbouring 

jurisdictions, businesses and other stakeholders to improve local and 

 

Links to OCP 
• Policy 1.2.1: Water resource 

management 
• Policy 1.2.2: Rainwater 

management & BMPs 
• Policy 1.2.3: Low impact 

development 
• Policy 1.2.4: Water conservation 
• Policy 2.1.4: Permeable surfaces, 

natural landscaping 
• Policy 8.1.1: Drinking water 

quality 
• Policy 8.1.5: Water conservation 
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regional air quality through collaborative initiatives including implementing 

the Fraser Valley Regional District’s Air Quality Management Plan. 

 

7.4.2.2. Short Term Recommended Actions 
• Promote Clean Air Day on the first Wednesday in June where people 

are encouraged to adopt clean air choices as lifelong habits. 

• Consider retrofitting of municipal trucks and equipment with diesel 

oxidation catalysts and evaluate other “greening the municipal fleet” 

options.  Share learnings with BC Transit and Mission School District 

fleet managers. 

• Institute a no idling policy for municipal vehicles and develop an anti-

idling educational program or bylaw for Mission. 

• Begin to require private companies (e.g: garbage collection 

contractor) that do business with Mission to use newer vehicles with 

diesel oxidation catalysts and/or other best available emissions 

reduction technologies. 

• Lobby the FVRD for an air quality monitoring station to be located 

within the District of Mission and gain access to the data. 

• Ensure that municipal properties are planted with trees to the 

maximum level possible and develop agreements with businesses 

and others to secure trees with minimal cost to the District. 

• Re-assess the District of Mission’s Open Burning Bylaw and develop 

links between eliminating open burning and composting of land 

clearing materials and provision of amended soils for developments. 

• Continue with the Municipal Forest practice of not slash burning and 

placing road side slash accumulations back in the forest to create 

habitat. 

• Investigate incentives for replacing older woodstoves with new more 

efficient ones. 
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7.4.2.3. Long Term Recommended Actions 
• Ensure that urban development is planned in such a 

way as to minimize reliance on vehicles. 

• Develop a cycling plan.  

• Work with local transportation authorities to expand 

the provision of transit services. 

• Look for partnership opportunities with the Mission 

School District that lead to reduced emissions. 

• Investigate the opportunity to assess levies against businesses that 

generate excessive diesel particulate emissions. 

 

7.4.3. Land 
7.4.3.1. Overview 
A plentiful supply of uncontaminated and productive land is critical to the health of a 

community.  Past commercial and industrial development was often carried out with 

unintended consequences to the quality of land. 

 

Poor past disposal practices have left parcels of land contaminated (brownfields) 

requiring very expensive remediation prior to allowing new development.  This is 

particularly true for historic industrial areas, such as the Mission’s waterfront, where 

there is now great interest in re-developing.  Cleaning up contaminated sites is seen as 

a having significant environmental, economic and social benefits.  The considerable 

growth occurring in the region produces large amounts of fill which, if disposed of 

improperly, can have significant environmental impacts. 

 

The Fraser Valley is home to some of Canada’s most productive agricultural soils 

although Mission, given its topographical constraints, has relatively less than 

neighbouring Abbotsford or Chilliwack.  Nevertheless, approximately 1018 hectares of 

land within the District of Mission are within the Agriculture Land Reserve. 

 

This land is obviously critically important for being able to supply a safe, locally grown 

food supply but the significance of the agricultural lands has broader implications in 

 

Links to OCP 

• Policy 1.1.8: Energy efficient buildings 
• Policy 1.3.1: FVRD air quality management 

plan 
• Policy 1.3.2: Best practices 
• Policy 1.3.3: Outdoor burning 
• Policy 1.3.4: Reduce vehicle dependence 
• Policy 1.3.7: Tree retention 
• Policy 1.3.8: Energy efficient development 
• Policy 2.1.2: Retain and replant trees 
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terms of providing wildlife habitat, biodiversity and other environmental benefits and 

community character. 

 

One objective of the Mission’s OCP is to protect and enhance land with agriculture 

capability and potential.  The challenge is to find a balance between the pressures on 

this land from other aspects of sustainable community development.  

 

Several gravel pits are active within the District including three owned by Mission (Shaw 

Pit, Red Mountain and the municipal landfill).  Sand and gravel are non-renewable 

resources that are expected to stay in high demand for the foreseeable future.  At the 

same time, aggregate extraction can pose a significant threat to the environment if not 

managed properly.  There have been significant advancements in sediment control, 

truck emissions and control of nuisance factors in recent years.  The District is 

participating in a pilot project that seeks to raise the standards for the aggregate industry 

while providing more certainty for extraction and processing in some areas. 

 

Mission is also fortunate to have an abundant supply of high quality parks and natural 

open spaces.  In addition to supplying active and passive recreation facilities, parkland 

also contributes to a healthy environment by providing habitat.  Parkland trees improve 

air quality and reduce the greenhouse gases in the 

atmosphere.  Parks are also areas where the District can 

demonstrate environmental leadership by educating the public 

on a variety of matters from recycling to controlling pets to 

minimize impact to wildlife.  The District is currently revising its 

Parks and Trails Master Plan which will incorporate 

environmental initiatives. 

 

Since 1958, the District of Mission has managed its forest 

resources, providing opportunities for local forestry 

employment, generating revenue for the Municipality, 

providing recreation opportunities for a variety of users, 

protecting fish and wildlife habitat and biodiversity, and promoting forest education.  The 

Municipal Forest is located in the northern part of Mission, generally surrounding the 

 
 

Mission’s Municipal Forest provides 
outstanding outdoor recreational 

opportunities and has considerable 
economic and social benefits. 

http://www.mission.ca/AssetFactory.aspx?did=57
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Steelhead area; and north of Stave Falls along the western shores of the Stave 

Reservoir. 

 

7.4.3.2. Short Term Recommended Actions 
• Continue to support the Provincial Contaminated Sites Regulation and 

require developers to submit Site Profiles for review by District staff. 

• Implement OCP policies around protecting Agricultural Land Reserve 

including developing a set of criteria to assist Council when 

considering Agricultural Land Reserve exclusion applications. 

• Continue to participate on the Fraser Valley Regional District’s 

Aggregate Pilot project. 

• Promote Environmental Farm Planning Program. 

• Support the 100 Mile Diet Challenge. 

• Develop a new and combined soil deposit and removal bylaw that 

prescribes enforceable penalties but provides the flexibility required 

by private landowners.  Consider including ALR lands in the bylaw. 

• Support initiatives to turn the District’s waterfront brownfield into a 

vibrant and productive area, including accessing provincial 

brownfields funding. 

 

7.4.3.3. Long Term Recommended Actions 
• Develop a handbook for woodlot and agricultural land owners that 

outlines best management practices 

for maintaining biodiversity on 

private lands. 

• Consider updating the ALR soil 

classification within Mission to 

support the development of 

principles to guide ALR exclusion 

applications. 

• Encourage the development of 

community gardens within new 

developments. 

 

 

Links to OCP 
• Policy 1.4.1: Manage aggregate operations to minimize 

impacts 
• Policy 1.4.2: Evaluate new aggregate applications 
• Policy 1.4.3: Support reclamation 
• Policy 1.4.6: Continue FVRD aggregate pilot project 
• Policy 1.7.2: Importance of Municipal Forest 
• Policy 2.1.2: Retain and replant trees 
• Policy 3.3.8: Improve appearance of industrial area 
• Policy 3.4.2: Support ALC 
• Policy 3.4.14: Environmentally friendly farming 
• Policy 3.4.15: Environmental Farm Planning 
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7.4.4. Biodiversity 
7.4.4.1. Overview 
Biodiversity can be defined as the variety of species and ecosystems on 

Earth and the ecological processes of which they are a part – including 

ecosystem, species and genetic diversity components. 

 

Biodiversity provides essential ecosystem services and 

functions that form the basis for the region’s economic 

prosperity.  It is important to recognize the value of 

ecosystem services and function and to factor these into 

urban planning and development decisions. 

 

Riparian or streamside ecosystems support a 

disproportionately high number of plants, fish, amphibians 

and small mammals for the area they occupy.  The riparian 

areas association to rivers and streams, and surrounding forests create 

specific microclimates and habitats preferred by many species.  It is 

believed that approximately 80% of all wildlife depends on riparian areas 

for all or part of their lifecycle. 

 

Nevertheless, terrestrial habitats can be just as important to some 

species for critical lifecycle stages.  Traditionally, riparian areas have 

received more attention in terms of legal setbacks. Mission has bylaws 

that prescribe certain setbacks from streams.  These bylaws are designed 

to exceed or be consistent with Provincial and Federal 

regulations. 

 

More recently, species at risk have gained attention and 

although there are many best management guidelines in 

place, the legal obligations for protection of species at risk is 

not prescribed in law to the extent riparian setbacks are.  

Given the possibility of federal requirements for protecting 

species at risk, it is in the best interests of local governments 

Example Species at Risk 
within Mission 

 
Oregon Forestsnail 
Red-Legged Frog 

Pacific Water Shrew 
Great Blue Heron 

 
More info:  www.sccp.ca 

 
The Oregon Forestsnail requires 

mature maple / stinging nettle forests 
which are at risk within the lower 

Fraser Valley (photo by Hugh Griffith) 
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to initiate long term strategies for protecting sensitive ecosystems.  

Protecting sensitive ecosystems will protect habitat for many species at 

risk. 

 

The District has recently acquired, in partnership with Ducks Unlimited 

Canada, several large parcels of land comprising the Silverdale Creek 

Wetland.  The District’s long term plans include acquiring lands that will 

allow a greenbelt to be established along Silverdale Creek from the 

Fraser River to Dewdney Trunk Road. 

 

Many communities to the west of Mission have 

developed in ways that have resulted in 

considerable losses of natural areas, habitat 

fragmentation, impaired ecosystem function, 

increase in invasive species and more species-at-

risk.  Mission is fortunate to still have many large 

tracts of lands with intact ecosystems, however, 

these areas are vulnerable to poor urban 

development practices. 

 

It is imperative that Mission learn from mistakes 

made in other jurisdictions and implement measures, such as those 

presented below, to prevent the same mistakes from occurring here.  By 

identifying critical ecological habitat areas, unique and significant 

ecological features and functions will be conserved for future generations. 

 

7.4.4.2. Short Term Recommended Actions 
• Develop and implement a management plan for the Silverdale Creek 

Wetland.  The plan will be developed in partnership with Fisheries and 

Oceans Canada, the B.C. Ministry of the Environment and the Stave 

Valley Salmonid Enhancement Society and will include conservation, 

education and recreational components.  Fisheries and Oceans 

Canada staff will be approached about combining funds from small 

 
The Silverdale Creek Wetland was recently 

purchased by the District of Mission and Ducks 
Unlimited.  Wetlands are critical areas for 

maintaining biodiversity, providing fish & wildlife 
habitat, storing flood waters and improving water 

quality. 
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compensation projects throughout the District and using those 

combined funds to pay for components of the wetland project. 

• Amend the current land development policy to require developers to 

assess their properties for all environmental values including species 

at risk, regardless if the property is within a riparian setback.  The 

policy will use guidelines based on standard Provincial guidelines 

such as “Develop with Care”. 

• Develop an environmental covenant monitoring program to evaluate 

how well land owners are abiding by the environmental covenants on 

their property.  The program will result in appropriate enforcement 

action where warranted. 

• Take steps to eliminate invasive plants (himilayan blackberry, holly, 

scotch broom) from municipal properties (landfill, riparian areas, 

parks, road right of ways). 

• Develop a policy whereby Mission will only plant perennials that are 

native on its properties. 

• Attempt to procure funding to update the District 

stream maps using latest government standards. 

• Ensure the District manages its vegetation under an 

Integrated Pest Management Policy and that the use of 

herbicides and pesticides is minimized.  A practicum 

student could be hired to formulate the policy. 

• Identify stream and terrestrial restoration projects and 

begin to identify sources of funding and partners to 

implement projects. 

• Continue Municipal Forest practices aimed at 

conserving biodiversity including promoting an increase 

in old growth forest and retaining reserve areas in 

critical wildlife habitat. 

 

7.4.4.3. Long Term Recommended Actions 
• Develop an Environmentally Sensitive Area (ESA) 

management strategy.  The strategy would consist of 
 

 

 

British Columbia has an estimated 2790 
native vascular plants species, (nearly 27% 

are considered species at risk). 
Approximately 1000 bryophytes (mosses and 

liverworts), 1600 lichens, 522 species of 
attached algae and well over 10,000 species 

of fungi are present in the province. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/wld/serisk.htm
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identifying known ESAs across the District of Mission.  The identified 

ESAs, including appropriate buffers, could be placed within a 

Development Permit Area under the OCP and management 

guidelines could become legal obligations for proposed development.  

Alternatively, ESAs could become municipal property or a Zoning 

Bylaw could be developed. 

• Develop an invasive plant species management program for Mission 

and encourage the creation of a municipal invasive plant team in 

partnership with the community. 

• Develop a backyard biodiversity program to encourage residents to 

plant native species and take steps to improve biodiversity.  This 

could be based on the Naturescape BC program and be done in 

partnership with local businesses and schools. 

• Establish “no mow” areas on select municipal property and new 

developments. 

• Review park classification system and associated management 

strategies to ensure clear understanding of park management 

objectives (ie: passive management for nature parks vs active 

management for play/sports parks). 

• Continue land acquisitions in the Silverdale Parkway corridor and 

other tracts of land with significant biodiversity and ecological values. 

 

 

 

 Links to OCP 
• Policy 1.1.4: Map environmental values 
• Policy 1.1.5: Cedar Valley EMP 
• Policy 1.1.6: Silverdale Environmental 

management approach 
• Policy 1.1.7: Protection of ESAs 
• Policy 2.1.1: Preserving natural features 
• Policy 2.2.4: Acquisition of ESAs 
• Policy 4.2.19: Clean up Lane Creek 
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8. Reporting 
The Environmental Services Department will be responsible for annual 

reporting to Council on the status of the short term works identified in the 

Charter.  In addition, the annual report will make recommendations, 

based on Environmental Committee feedback for adding or deleting 

previous actions based on latest developments and District of Mission 

priorities.  A revised Environmental Charter will be developed every year 

based on those recommendations and a full review will be completed 

every three years. 

 

It will be necessary to develop a set of indicators that can be used to 

gauge the District of Mission’s performance.  Indicators need to be: 

 Relevant to community values 

 Understandable by non-technical audiences 

 Cost effective to evaluate 

 Credible, defensible, realistic 

 Measurable over time 

 Comparable across regions 

Obviously the measurable actions already presented, such as the desired 

increase in recycling rates, will form part of those indicators.  However, 

there may be other indicators such as the District’s carbon footprint that 

will act as an umbrella indicator for performance within one component of 

environmental management (eg: climate change).  Performance 

indicators will be developed as the first few annual reports are developed 

but the following will be considered: 

 
1. Environmental Stewardship 

• Number of stewardship groups within Mission 
• Number of projects completed under a partnership 
 

2. Waste Management 
• Solid Waste 

o Tonnes of waste disposed per capita 
o Community recycling rate 
o % recyclables in garbage 
o % compost in garbage 
 

• Liquid Waste 
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o Water quality trends below rainwater outfalls 
 

3. Climate Change, Greenhouse Gas Emissions & Energy Efficiency  
• Corporate Carbon footprint & move to Carbon neutrality 
• Community Carbon footprint & move to Carbon neutrality 
• No. of trees planted on Municipal and Crown land excluding 

trees planted to fulfill timber harvesting obligations. 
 

4. Natural Environment 
• Water 

o Per capita use of water 
o Total water consumption 
o No. of developments implementing stormwater BMPs 
o Water quality trends at specific locations 
 

• Air Quality 
o Particulate matter monitoring 
 

• Land 
o No. of hectares of brownfields remediated 
o No. of hectares of ALR land removed 
 

• Biodiversity 
o No. of hectares protected as ESA 
o No. of hectares where invasive plants have been removed 
o Amount of pesticide & herbicides used 
o No. of hectares of land or km of stream restored 

 

Comments on this Environmental Charter are welcome and should be 

directed to Michael Younie, Manager of Environmental Services at 604-

820-3798 or by email at myounie@mission.ca. 

mailto:myounie@mission.ca
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We have the ability to make sure that our needs are met as 
well as those of future generations 



_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Environmental Charter  Page 38 of 39 

9. More Information 
1. Environmental Stewardship 

• Community Mapping Network: www.shim.bc.ca/ 
• Stewardship series: 

http://dev.stewardshipcanada.ca/sc_bc/stew_series/NSCbc_stewseries.asp 
• BC Ministry of Environment Environmental Stewardship Division: 

www.env.gov.bc.ca/esd/ 
• Fraser Basin Council: www.fraserbasin.bc.ca 
• Adopt-A-Block: www.missionadoptablock.com 
• Communities in Bloom: www.communitiesinbloom.ca/ 
• Citizens Against Urban Sprawl Society: www.causs.ca 
• Fraser Valley Bald Eagle Festival: www.fraservalleybaldeaglefestival.ca/ 

 
2. Waste Management 

• Solid Waste 
o District of Mission: www.mission.ca/Page33.aspx 
o Fraser Valley Regional District: 

www.fvrd.ca/Services/garbageandrecycling/Pages/default.aspx 
o Composting Council of Canada: www.compost.org/englishoverview.html 
o Recycling Council of BC: www.rcbc.bc.ca 
o BC Ministry of Environment Environmental Protection Division: 

www.env.gov.bc.ca/epd/ 
 

• Liquid Waste 
o Metro Vancouver: www.gvrd.bc.ca/sewerage/index.htm 
o BC Water and Waste Association: www.bcwwa.org/ 

 
3. Climate Change, Greenhouse Gas Emissions & Energy Efficiency  

o UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change: www.ipcc.ch/ 
o BC Ministry of Environment Climate Change: 

http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/air/climate/ 
o Partners in Climate Protection Program: 

www.sustainablecommunities.fcm.ca/Partners-for-Climate-Protection/ 
o Greening the Fleet: www.e3fleet.com/mc/page.do 
o Green Buildings: www.greenbuildingsbc.com/ 
o Canada Green Building Council: www.cagbc.org/ 
o Community Energy Association: www.communityenergy.bc.ca/ 
o Metro Vancouver Buildsmart: http://www.gvrd.bc.ca/buildsmart/library.htm 
o Energy efficiency and Green Buildings Guide: 

www.bcclimateexchange.ca/doc/FBC_Manual_ONLINE.pdf 
o US Green Building Council and Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 

(LEED): www.usgbc.org/ 
 

4. Natural Environment 
• Water 

o District of Mission: www.mission.ca/Page30.aspx 
o Metro Vancouver stormwater: 

www.gvrd.bc.ca/sewerage/stormwater_sources.htm 
o BC Ministry of Environment stormwater: 

www.env.gov.bc.ca/epd/epdpa/mpp/stormwater/stormwater.html 
o Metro Vancouver water: www.gvrd.bc.ca/water/index.htm 
o Environment Canada water conservation: 

www.ec.gc.ca/water/en/manage/effic/e_weff.htm 

http://dev.stewardshipcanada.ca/sc_bc/stew_series/NSCbc_stewseries.asp
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/esd/
http://www.fraserbasin.bc.ca/
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/epd/
http://www.gvrd.bc.ca/sewerage/index.htm
http://www.bcwwa.org/
http://www.gvrd.bc.ca/buildsmart/library.htm
http://www.bcclimateexchange.ca/doc/FBC_Manual_ONLINE.pdf
http://www.usgbc.org/
http://www.gvrd.bc.ca/water/index.htm
http://www.ec.gc.ca/water/en/manage/effic/e_weff.htm
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o Waterbucket: www.waterbucket.ca/ 
 

• Air Quality 
o FVRD Air Quality Management: 

www.fvrd.bc.ca/Services/airquality/Pages/default.aspx 
o BC Ministry of Environment air quality: www.env.gov.bc.ca/epd/air/ 
o Metro Vancouver air quality: www.gvrd.bc.ca/air/index.htm 
 

• Land 
o BC Ministry of Environment Contaminated Sites: 

www.env.gov.bc.ca/epd/remediation/index.htm 
o BC Ministry of Agriculture and Lands Brownfields: 

www.agf.gov.bc.ca/clad/ccs/brownfields/renewal_strategy.html 
o BC Ministry of Forests and Range: www.gov.bc.ca/for/index.html 
o District of Mission Forestry: www.mission.ca/Page87.aspx 
 

• Biodiversity 
o South Coast Conservation Program: www.sccp.ca 
o BC Ministry of Environment biodiversity: www.env.gov.bc.ca/wld/biocon.htm 
o BC Conservation Data Centre: www.env.gov.bc.ca/cdc/ 
o Environment Canada Species at Risk: www.sararegistry.gc.ca/default_e.cfm 
o BC Species and Species Explorer: www.env.gov.bc.ca/atrisk/toolintro.html 
o Invasive Plant Council of British Columbia: http://www.invasiveplantcouncilbc.ca/ 
o Naturescape BC: http://www.hctf.ca/nature.htm 
 

http://www.waterbucket.ca/
http://www.fvrd.bc.ca/Services/airquality/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/epd/air/
http://www.gvrd.bc.ca/air/index.htm
http://www.gov.bc.ca/for/index.html
http://www.mission.ca/Page87.aspx
http://www.sccp.ca/
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/cdc/
http://www.sararegistry.gc.ca/default_e.cfm
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/atrisk/toolintro.html
http://www.invasiveplantcouncilbc.ca/

