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The Agenda of the Mission Community Heritage Commission meeting to be via video 
conference on Wednesday, October 6, 2021 at 6:00 pm. 

1. CALL TO ORDER      

2. ADOPTION OF AGENDA   

3. MINUTES FOR APPROVAL   

 (a)  Minutes of the Mission Community Heritage Commission meeting held 
on Wednesday, September 1, 2021. 
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4. PRESENTATION   

 (a) Stacey Crawford, Economic Development Officer, City of Mission   

5. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES   

 (a) Demolition permits and process for heritage referral to Planning - M. 
Dickinson 

  

 (b) Komagata Maru Society request to Council - K. Hood   

 (c) Adding properties to the Heritage Register - K. Hood   

 (d) Historypin.org - T. Pippus   

6. NEW BUSINESS   

 (a) Discussion on heritage names within the Central Neighbourhood Plan for 
the Silverdale area - M. Dickinson 
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7. ROUNDTABLE 

8. NEXT MEETING 

Wednesday, November 3, 2021 at 6:00 pm via Video Conference 

9. ADJOURNMENT 
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The Minutes of the Mission Community Heritage Commission meeting held via video 
conference on Wednesday, September 1, 2021 commencing at 6:00 p.m. 

Members Present: Ken Hood – Acting Chair / Chair 
Cal Crawford, Councillor 
Ken Herar, Councillor (alternate Council representative) 
Michael Nenn 
Loretta White 

Members Absent Shelley Carter 
Kim Sutherland 
Tim Pippus 

Others Present: Val Billesberger, Mission Community Archives 
Mike Dickinson, Manager of Long Range Planning and Special Projects 
Sandra Horvath, Administrative Assistant 

1. CALL TO ORDER

The Chair called the meeting to order.

2. ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Moved and seconded,

That the agenda of the Mission Community Heritage Commission meeting held on
September 1, 2021 be approved as circulated.

CARRIED

3. MINUTES FOR APPROVAL

Moved and seconded,

That the minutes of the June 2, 2021 meeting of the Mission Community Heritage
Commission be approved.

CARRIED

4. PRESENTATION

(a) Val Billesberger, Branch Operations Coordinator, Mission Community Archives

V. Billesberger made a presentation regarding a partnership with the Mission
Community Heritage Commission and the Heritage Places Branch (a division of the
Mission Community Archives), and the hiring of a research student to conduct
research on behalf of the Commission.

The Archives is hiring a research student for an eight-week term, and the Commission 
is invited to finance this student for one or two weeks to complete some of the work 
for the Commission’s initiatives.   
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The priorities of the research with the Archives will be based on discussions with the 
Planning Division and Ken Hood and will include: 

• Work on the heritage inventory.  A newly created list of criteria to determine 
what has heritage value in Mission will assist in updating the inventory.   

• Assisting with Heritage Place’s new website launch. 

• Writing/researching heritage profiles including historic neighbourhoods, 
geographic areas, and FVRD communities that are historically associated with 
Mission.   

Items previously identified by the Committee to focus on include: 

• adding more historical sites to register; 

• identifying century houses; 

• creating story stones for public, historic places; and 

• creating points of interest that could be identified using online technology. 

V. Billesberger left the meeting at 6:35 pm. 

5. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

(a) Funding a Student to Work at the Mission Community Archives 

Moved and seconded, 

That a student researcher be hired for a two-week period at the cost of $616 per week 
(based on a 30-hour week), including mandatory employer costs, to work with the Heritage 
Commission.  Duties are to be crafted before employment commences. 

CARRIED 

(b) Komagata Maru Society Request to Council 

K. Hood updated the Commission that he has been reaching out to the community to help 
commemorate the legacy of the South Asian people in Mission.   

(c) Adding Properties to the Heritage Register 

K. Hood is looking at properties in Silverdale to determine if any could be added to the 
Heritage Register.  There has been hesitancy from some residents, as they are concerned 
that registry could mean restrictions to their property; he has been working to build 
awareness regarding how the registry works.   

(d) Strategic Plan: Goal 2.2 – Review Available Funding Sources and Circulate 
Information 

Correspondence related to potential funding sources was provided to the Commission for 
information. 

(e) Waterfront Revitalization Project 

M. Dickinson provided an update on the Waterfront Project.  Preliminary reports (such as 
archaeological, engineering, and environmental) have been completed; the draft 
archaeological report speaks to protecting heritage and archaeological aspects of the 
Waterfront.  
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ACTION ITEM:  M. Dickinson will determine if he is able to distribute the draft 
archaeological report regarding the Waterfront to the Commission, and if so, will send it 
out to the members. 

ACTION ITEM:  M. Dickinson will report back to the Commission if the archaeological 
report contains any information relating to the possibility of inclusion of land, views, trees, 
etc. on the Heritage List. 

(f) Historypin.org 

On behalf of T. Pippus, K. Hood advised the Commission that there are no updates. 

6. NEW BUSINESS 

(a) Welcome Ken Herar, New Alternate Council Representative on the Mission 
Community Heritage Commission 

A staff report from the Executive Assistant, dated July 5, 2021, was provided to the 
Commission for information.   

(b) Museum Rehabilitation Update 

A staff report from the Engineering Technologist III – Asset Management, dated 
July 5, 2021, was provided to the Commission for information. 

(c) Renewal of National Trust of Canada Membership 

Moved and seconded, 

That membership to the National Trust for Canada, to a maximum of $200, be renewed. 

CARRIED 

7. ROUNDTABLE 

K. Hood reported to the Commission that the City has been contacted by some applicants 
seeking demolition permits who want to ensure that potential heritage value on the building 
is not being overlooked, prior to demolition. 

ACTION ITEM:  M. Dickinson will liaise with Inspection Services to determine if an internal 
process is in place relating to demolition permits and possible heritage value.  

8. NEXT MEETING 

Wednesday, October 6, 2021 at 6:00 pm via videoconference. 

9. ADJOURNMENT  

Moved and seconded,  

That the meeting be adjourned. 

CARRIED 

The meeting adjourned at 7:26 p.m.  
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8973 Manzer Street 
Mission, B.C. 
V4S1K2 
September 7, 2021 
 
City of Mission 
8645 Stave Lake Street, Box 20 
Mission, B.C. 
V2V4L9 
 
ATTENTION:  Mayor Paul Horn, Councilors Cal Crawford, Mark Davies, Jag Gill, Carol Hamilton, Ken Herar 
                        Danny Plecas, Dep. Chief Administrative Officer Barclay Pitkethly and Planning Staff 
 
Dear Mayor, Councilors, Dep. Chief Admin. Officer and Staff: 
 
RE:  CENTRAL NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE/JUNE 17, 2021 MEETING 
 
We have accessed the Virtual Open House and viewed some of the material of the Central 
Neighborhood Plan and also attended the presentation on Thursday, June 17th at the Mission Leisure 
Center. 
 
Our major concern is the use of the names of ‘Silvermere Village’ and ‘Sylvan’ over the existing historical 
communities of Silverdale and Silverhill in your material/maps/brochures, etc. 
   
In correspondence dated June 21, 2021, we were advised the following by the city of Mission: 

(1)  ‘Silvermere Village Precinct is located outside of the Central Neighborhood and is not within the 
scope of this Neighborhood Plan.  The names of the 13 Precincts presented in the Master 
Infrastructure Strategy are intended to reflect their individual landscape identity and character.  
They are working titles as part of a planning document and are not adopted names.  The name 
Silverdale is understood to refer to the broader area including the West, Central and East 
Neighborhoods of the Silverdale Comprehensive Planning Area’.  

(2)  ‘The Council-adopted Guiding Planning Principles for the CNP call for “memorializing local 
people, places, events and known archaeological sites by promoting local and indigenous 
history”. Future planning for the West Neighborhood may also incorporate local place names, 
which may include using indigenous place names where appropriate and approved by local First 
Nations.” 

 
In previous correspondence, the city indicated that the planning for the West Neighborhood hasn’t 
progressed as far as the progression of the Central Neighborhood.   
 
We are, therefore, of the opinion that this is the ideal time to ensure that the names of Silverdale and 
Silverhill remain on the maps and active within these communities.  Specifically, this concerns the 
naming of the central precincts with the working titles of Silvermere Village and Sylvan.  We understand 
that there are no other existing communities in the remaining 11 precincts indicated in your literature.  
 
We would refer you to the book, ‘People, Places, Things’ written by Annie Hill on Silverdale’s 
magnificent history in the late 1800”s and early 1900’s as well as the book written on the Silverhill area, 
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‘Recollections of Silverhill – The History of a Settlement’ by Karin Edberg-Lee to acquaint you with our 
two historical communities.   
 
We would like to bring to your attention an article in the Mission City Record under the date of Friday, 
July 9th, 2021 in which Mr. Patrick Penner stated, ‘The bear kept returning to the rural home on Kontney 
Road in the Miracle Valley Neighborhood near Cascade Falls’.  There is no Miracle Valley Neighborhood 
except on Google Maps as the neighborhood where Kontney Road is located is McConnell Creek, 
another historical community of Mission.  I know this because our family settled in the McConnell Creek 
neighborhood in the 1930’s and I became part of that community in 1944. 
 
 I went to the McConnell Creek School for my elementary school years and the current McConnell Creek 
Farmer’s Institute, Hartley Road, is the charitable organization which has operated their hall since the 
1950’s. Miracle Valley was the name of a treatment facility for alcoholics started by the Salvation Army 
in the 1950’s.  We are making this point as it most definitely shows how the name of a community can 
so readily be lost unless we are very vigilant in keeping the proper names of our historical communities 
on maps, literature and brochures with the assistance of City Hall. 
 
We are still having difficulty comprehending how the two community names of Silverdale and Silverhill 
were not used in your literature.  We trust that our representatives working for us at City Hall will 
ensure that these two historical names will remain for future generations. 
 
We have been in contact with community members who are also upset by the erasure of the names of 
Silverdale and Silverhill and we are requesting that you work on all our behalf and make the changes to 
your documents before your next major meeting in September.  It is our intention to take the necessary 
steps to preserve these names within the Silverdale Comprehensive Plan and with them, their sense of 
place, community and history.   
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 
Robert and Sheila Demers 
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