
August 04, 2020

For Immediate Release:
Silverdale Creek Wetlands - Largescale Salmon Restoration Project

Background: As part of the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure (MOTI) Highway 7 -Silverdale to
Nelson Four-Laning project, habitat compensation efforts to improve salmon habitat within the Stave
River, Chester Creek and Silverdale Creek watersheds will be completed in the 2020 Instream Fisheries
Window.

Restoration to occur Silverdale Creek Wetlands. Silverdale Creek Wetlands is an integral tidally influenced
freshwater tributary of the Fraser River floodplain. Owned jointly by the District of Mission and Ducks
Unlimited Canada, it serves as a municipal park and protected conservation area. It is located within the
traditional territory of the Kwantlen First Nation, Matsqui First Nation and unceded territory of the Stó:lō
people. This wetland complex provides important habitat for salmon, waterfowl and wildlife.

The goal of these works is to improve overwintering and freshet rearing pacific salmon habitat. This will
be achieved by constructing new salmon channels, restoring flows to the historically dewatered
channels, planting native trees, shrubs and aquatic plants; and incorporating other biodiversity values,
cultural values, recreational and community values. Instream restoration activities will occur at
southwestern corner of the wetland along the west side of Silverdale Creek, which is currently
dominated by a monoculture of invasive reed canary grass, and will be restored into functional salmon
habitat and floodplain forest.

This habitat compensation restoration work has been guided by a working group comprised of
representatives from the District of Mission, Kwantlen First Nation, Matsqui First Nation, Seabird Island
First Nation, the Leq’a:mel First Nation, the Fraser Valley Watersheds Coalition (FVWC), Ducks Unlimited
Canada (DUC), and the Stave Valley Salmonid Enhancement Society (SVSES). The FVWC have been
actively working to improve this watershed and salmon habitat with our community and partners over
the last ten years.
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CONSTRUCTION 
(CREATING & 
RESTORING SALMON 
CHANNELS)  

TRAIL & BOARDWALK 
UPGRADE 

When: August – September 2020

Where: Silverdale Creek Wetlands 
(West of the creek)

Why: To restore and create new 
salmon habitat

What to Expect: You can expect to 
see excavators at Silverdale Creek 
Wetlands

Who: Habitat construction will be 
led by the Fraser Valley 
Watersheds Coalition, a charity 
that specializes in salmon habitat 
restoration and will be supported 
by their partners

Funded: Construction is funded by 
MOTI as part of the habitat 
compensation project.

When: August – September 2020

Where: Silverdale Creek Wetlands

Why: To make the trail more 
accessible and safer by removing 
an aged boardwalk.

What to Expect: You can expect to 
see machinery at Silverdale Creek 
Wetlands and temporary trail-
closures

Who: Boardwalk construction will 
be led by the District of Mission 
Parks Department

Funded: This activity is funded by 
the District of Mission. It is not 
part of the habitat compensation 
project.

TREE PLANTING, 
BIOENGINEERING & 
HERBIVORY GUARDING

When: September 2020 – May 2021

Where: Silverdale Creek Wetlands

Why: Trees and shrubs are important 
for healthy streams and salmon. Trees 
shade and cool the water, the roots 
stabilize streambanks and salmon eat 
the insects that fall from the leaves

What to Expect: You can expect to see 
biologists and volunteers planting 
trees, shrubs, installing beaver guards 
(wire cages) and pruning vegetation

Who: Planting efforts will be lead by 
the Fraser Valley Watersheds Coalition, 
and will be supported by their partners. 
Volunteers are welcomed! 

Funded: Planting is funded by MOTI as 
part of the habitat compensation 
project.

To maximize safety, pedestrian 
access for this property may be 
temporarily restricted during salmon 
channel construction, trail and 
boardwalk upgrades. Please obey all 
posted safety signs. 

For more information about the restoration project and/or 
to volunteer please contact:
Fraser Valley Watersheds Coalition 
www.fvwc.ca | info@fvwc.ca | 604-791-2235 

Silverdale Creek Wetlands –
Largescale Salmon Restoration Project 

Stave Valley Salmonid 
Enhancement Society  

Project Partners & Acknowledgement

For more information about the trail and boardwalk 
upgrade please contact:
Jason Horton | j.Horton@mission.ca | 604-820-5356
District of Mission | www.mission.ca
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