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1. INTRODUCTION 
 

The District of Mission (the District) adopted an Official Community Plan (OCP) in 2008.  

The OCP is currently being updated in 2016.  A Transportation Master Plan (TMP) is 

required as part of the implementation of the Official Community Plan.  This document 

represents the first Transportation Master Plan prepared for the District.  This section 

discusses the purpose of the TMP, the study process, and the participation of Mission 

residents, stakeholders, and staff in the preparation of this Plan. 

 

1.1 Purpose of the Plan 
 

The purpose of the Transportation Master Plan is to support and be integrated with the 

District of Mission’s Official Community Plan, and assist Mission to achieve the 

transportation-related objectives of the Official Community Plan.  In addition, the District’s 

Official Community Plan includes policies for reducing greenhouse gas emissions and 

developing the downtown core.  The Transportation Master Plan will need to support 

these polices for the next twenty-five years and beyond, by contributing to a sustainable 

community and multi-modal transportation access to and within Mission’s downtown.  

 

1.2 Study Process 
 

The overall approach for preparing the Transportation Master Plan employed an efficient 

and effective work program by ensuring a logical flow in establishing a transportation 

vision or future desired state, identifying and understanding the transportation issues, 

developing options to address the issues and achieve the vision, discerning a preferred 

course of action, and finally adopting the Transportation Master Plan. 
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The four phases of the planning process are described below. 

 

 

 

During each Phase, feedback was requested and provided by various stakeholders who 

were consulted throughout the process. This feedback ensured support and direction for 

the Plan and is described below. 

 

1.3 Consultation & Engagement 
 

The Transportation Master Plan was developed with the participation of Mission 

residents, stakeholders and staff. The images below represent some of the consultation 

and engagement activities that occurred during the study process. 
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Public Open House #2 

 

Consultation and engagement activities included the following: 

 

 

 

 Project Webpage: Created within the District’s website to inform the public about 

the Transportation Master Plan project.  The project webpage included: 

o Background information; 

o A description of the planning process; 

o Topics to be addressed in the plan; 

o Planned opportunities for public input; 

o Contact information for providing comments; 

o Link to the public open house surveys; and 

o Acted as a portal to share information from the public open house 

events. 
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 Two Public Open Houses: Held at the Mission Leisure Centre (7650 Grand 

Street, Mission) to present and obtain input at various development stages of the 

Plan.   

o Public Open House #1: Held on May 6, 2015 to provide background 

information, a preliminary vision statement, goals, objectives, and 

network themes, in addition to information on the existing transportation 

networks and modes.  This event provided a forum to gather public 

feedback on addressing current and future issues in a conceptual way.  

About 26 people attended the Open House.  

o Public Open House #2: Held on December 3, 2015 to present the 

information resulting from the Transportation Master Plan process as 

well as what the preferred transportation improvements for the future 

would include.  This event provided a forum to gather public feedback on 

the proposed component transportation plans and strategies for 

pedestrian, cycling, transit, goods movement and the future road 

network.  About 45 people attended the Open House.  

 

 Two Public Online Surveys: Made available on the project webpage and 

presented questions related to the information displayed at the Public Open 

Houses.  

o The first survey: Available from May 6, 2015 (the date of first Public 

Open House) through to June 16, 2015, asked stakeholders for their 

perceptions regarding the needs for improving the transportation system 

and their travel by active modes.  About 186 people participated in this 

survey. Responses to the Open House #1 questionnaire can be found in 

Appendix A. 

o The second survey: Available from December 3, 2015 (the date of 

second Public Open House) through to December 22, 2015, asked 

stakeholders to indicate their level of support for the goals of the 

Transportation Master Plan and the proposed long-term plans for 

walking, cycling, transit, goods movement and the road network.  About 

110 people participated in this survey. Responses to the Open House #2 

questionnaire can be found in Appendix B. 

 

 Emails to Key Stakeholders: Key Stakeholders were identified and their input 

solicited by email distributions at various stages of the development of the 

Transportation Master Plan.  In addition, a meeting was held with the identified 

Key Stakeholders on February 24, 2016 to review the draft Transportation 

Master Plan and capture any further comments. 
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 Project Steering Committee Meetings: Held to develop the Transportation Master 

Plan preliminary vision and goals, to review component transportation plans, and 

to review the draft Transportation Master Plan. 

 

This broad range of input provided the contribution required to ensure that the Plan 

addresses current transportation issues and reflects the values and interests of key 

stakeholders. 
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2. CONTEXT FOR FUTURE 

DIRECTIONS 
 

A well-conceived transportation vision consists of two major components: core 

ideology and an envisioned future.  The core ideology is unchanging while the 

envisioned future transportation system is what we aspire to become, to achieve, to 

create.   

 

 

The envisioned future transportation system may also be shaped by external regional 

or provincial initiatives, and evolving transportation planning theory and principles. 

 

2.1 Municipal Core Ideology 
 

The core ideology consists of the core values and core purpose.  Core values are the 

essential and enduring tenets of a community; a small set of timeless guiding 

principles that require no external justification.  In recent years, Mission has adopted 

numerous policies and undertaken a number of projects that demonstrate and highlight 

Mission’s core ideology and core purpose in terms of a multi-modal transportation 

system.  The plans and policies that define this ideology and subsequently contribute 

to the foundation of the Transportation Master Plan are discussed in this section.  

These policies include the Official Community Plan, Community Energy and Emissions 

Plan, Mission Transit Futures Plan, and other documents discussed in this section. 
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The District of Mission’s Official Community Plan (2008) 

 

The Official Community Plan (OCP) of Mission identifies a desired future state for 

Mission and defines goals to achieve this vision, including goals for a future 

transportation system.  The OCP stated vision and goals for Mission are summarized 

in the following statements. 

 

Mission is a healthy community that has a balance of residential, commercial, and 

industrial land uses, amongst an abundance of parkland and natural open space.  It is 

known as a community-oriented, affordable, and safe community.  Mission has a mix of 

housing types, offering choices to people of all incomes, lifestyles, and age groups.  

Community neighbourhoods reflect principles of sustainable development.  The 

downtown is a vibrant place with a district identity that attracts residents and visitors in 

search of unique shopping and living experiences.  The number of local industries and 

jobs has increased over the years to allow more residents to live and work in Mission.  

Natural and cultural resources provide recreation and tourism opportunities that have 

contributed to the attractive quality of life and the local economy. 

 

Goals of the Official Community Plan are as follows: 

 To achieve sustainable growth; balancing economic, environmental and social 

principles; 

 To increase the number of local employment and shopping opportunities 

through commercial and industrial development; 

 To manage the natural environment; 

 To develop housing alternatives which reflect the diverse needs of the 

community’s current and future residents; 

 To ensure that development provides public spaces, open spaces, and 

parkland that contribute to the value of the public realm; 

 To enhance transportation choice through the development and enhancement 

of an integrated, multi-modal transportation system; 

 To enhance the community’s character and economic well-being through 

waterfront development and downtown revitalization and sustainable 

development; 

 To maintain and enhance the quality of life that will continue to encourage 

people to live, work, and visit Mission; and 

 To involve the public in all stages of the development and implementation of 

the OCP. 

 

The OCP is currently being updated in 2016. 
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Mission’s Spirit Square and Trail (2010) 

 

Opened to the public on May 15, 2010, the Spirit Square at Jack Poole Harbourside 

Park marks one of the first stages in Mission’s riverfront revitalization.  The project 

features a demonstration trail segment and a new public gathering space along the 

Mission waterfront.  The Fraser Valley Regional District partnered with the District of 

Mission to develop the Demonstration Project as the first new trail segment for 

Experience the Fraser, a multi-year partnership with Metro Vancouver to develop over 

300 kilometres of multi-use trails and related amenities along the Fraser River from 

Hope to the Salish Sea.  The Demonstration Project and Experience the Fraser will 

promote active living in the Fraser Valley through enhancing outdoor recreation 

opportunities as well as connecting residents and visitors with their communities, 

nature and the river. 

 

Community Energy and Emission Plan (2011) 

 

Mission’s Community Energy and Emission Plan (CEEP) proposes an alternative land 

development scenario to that of the Official Community Plan.  The CEEP proposes a 

transit-oriented land development scenario which builds on transit planning in the 

Fraser Valley and accommodates new growth in densities that support a possible 

contemplated frequent transit network in Mission.  The land development scenario 

proposes the majority of new growth is accommodated in higher densities around the 

downtown and the waterfront. 

 

MissionCity Downtown Action Plan (2013) 

 

Following the recommendations of the Community Energy and Emission Plan, the 

District of Mission developed a new vision for Downtown Mission that was premised on 

significant changes to the existing transportation infrastructure, most notably, the 

reconfiguration of the one-way Railway Avenue/1st Avenue couplet and the removal of 

the highway function from 1st Avenue.  The District will not be proceeding with the 

reconfiguration of the highway, however 1st Avenue is still envisioned to be Mission’s 

retail high street.  This vision is further premised on capitalizing on the enormous 

opportunity associated with the West Coast Express Mission City Station and 

commuter rail service between Vancouver and downtown Mission.  Downtown Mission 

is the heart of the District and a place for people to gather and enjoy a strong sense of 

community.  As such, the downtown must be a place for people first and vehicles 

second.  The mobility system must balance and integrate the various (and sometimes 

competing) needs of pedestrians, cyclists, transit users, automobile users and the 

movement of goods to ensure that mobility adds to, instead of detracts from, the 

quality and vitality of the downtown. 
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Abbotsford – Mission Transit Future Plan (2013) 

 

The Abbotsford – Mission Transit Future Plan envisions the transit network 25 years 

into the future.  The Transit Future Plan also includes the following goals: 

 Transit supports and enhances economic development by integrating with land 

use. 

 Transit is an attractive transportation choice by being reliable, safe, 

convenient, accessible and integrated with other transportation modes. 

 Transit is efficient and cost effective.  

 Excellent customer service and communication improve the image of transit. 

 Service contributes to environmental sustainability. 

 

The plan sets a ridership target of 15 million annual passengers in 2036, which is a six 

fold increase in annual ridership when compared to 2011, and would result in an 8 

percent transit mode share.  Consistent with both the Community Energy and Emission 

Plan, and the MissionCity Downtown Action Plan, the Transit Future Plan proposes a 

Frequent Transit Network in the downtown and waterfront areas to support new growth 

and higher density land uses. 

 

2.2 Shaping Influences 
 

In addition to Mission’s core ideology, the vision of the Transportation Master Plan is 

also influenced by provincial and regional planning initiatives, and evolving best 

practices in transportation planning, as described below.   

 

Choices of Our Future, a Regional Growth Strategy for the Fraser Valley Regional 

District (2004) 

 

The purpose of the Regional Growth Strategy is to provide support to the Fraser Valley 

Regional District (FVRD) member municipalities, including the District of Mission, to 

address growth management challenges.  The municipalities of the FVRD are 

committed to responsibly manage future growth.  New development will take place only 

where services can be provided in a timely and economically, socially, and 

environmentally sound manner.  To that end, efficient use of land, transportation and 

infrastructure systems will be an important consideration in major development 

decisions. Senior levels of government, Crown corporations and the private sector will 

also play a role in helping the region meet these goals.  Strong public support also 

exists for protecting and maintaining agricultural lands and rural areas.  The Regional 

Growth Strategy offers a regional framework for managing growth in order to ensure 

that the Fraser Valley continues to be a desirable place to live, work, and play.   



TRANSPORTATION MASTER PLAN 

 

 

 
 
 

  Page 2 - 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Strategy proposes to enhance transportation choices and efficiency by: 

 Supporting the provision of specific road and regional infrastructure 

improvements; 

 Promoting transportation choice and reducing dependency on the single-

occupancy vehicle; 

 Increasing the efficiency of existing transportation infrastructure; 

 Increasing and developing a broader range of transit services; and 

 Improving bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure. 

 

Climate Action Charter (2007) 

 

Climate change is a global issue, caused by the daily activities of billions of humans, 

primarily through the consumption of fossil fuel energy sources.  In 2008, the District of 

Mission signed the Province of British Columbia’s Climate Action Charter, voluntarily 

committing the District of Mission to enact energy conservation measures and 

greenhouse gas (GHG) reductions and to become carbon neutral by 2012.  

Consequently in 2010, the District of Mission’s Official Community Plan was amended 

to include greenhouse gas reduction targets for the community and corporate 

emissions.  The Official Community Plan later updated its target and set:  

 A 20 percent reduction in greenhouse gases from 2007 levels by December 

31, 2020; and 

 An 80 percent reduction by December 31, 2050. 

 

Regional Trip Diary Survey, Fraser Valley Regional District (2014) 

 

In 2014, the Fraser Valley Regional District conducted an analysis of travel patterns in 

the region.  The analysis utilized a trip diary survey undertaken by TransLink in 2011 

which included the Fraser Valley Region and the 2011 census data.  The purpose of 

the analysis was to identify travel patterns and characteristics for trips to, from and 

within the Fraser Valley Regional District and to identify changes and trends.  Within 

the Fraser Valley Region, 2002 households or 4,903 individual residents participated in 

the trip diary survey.  These households recorded 14,263 trips.  The survey sample 

was expanded to regional totals in order to provide daily trip estimates and regional 

travel patterns.  Locally, the sample size was 239 households within the District of 

Mission.  The 2011 base target sample size was set at 2% of the region’s household 

population, and determined according to the 2006 Census household population 

counts.  The sample size within Mission achieved this regional target. 

 

Based on the trip diary survey, about 70 percent of all trips that originate in Mission 

have a destination in Mission as shown in Figure 2.1. 
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Figure 2.1:  Destination of Trips Originating in Mission 

 

According to the trip analysis, approximately 87 percent of all trips are made by 

automobile as either a driver or a passenger, 3 percent by transit, 7 percent walking, 

and less than 1 percent by bicycle.  A comparison of the 2011 trip diary modes of 

travel to a survey conducted in 2008, is shown as Figure 2.2. 

 

 

Figure 2.2:  Trips from Mission by Mode 
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Regional Snapshot Series: Health, Health and Active Living in the Fraser Valley 

Regional District (2011) 

 

In 2010, one out of every seven people in the Fraser Valley Region was 65 years of 

age or older, and by 2030 that proportion will increase to one out of every five.  As a 

result, communities in the Fraser Valley will likely experience both increased demand 

for health care services as well as rising costs.  There will also be increased demand 

for accessible and affordable living arrangements that allow seniors to stay active and 

healthy. 

 

“We are smoking, eating and sitting ourselves to death.” (BC Healthy Living 

Alliance) 

 

While the list of chronic diseases affecting those in the Fraser Valley Region and 

British Columbia is long, the list of actions that can significantly reduce the likelihood of 

developing these diseases is much shorter.  Healthy eating, being active and avoiding 

smoking all contribute to a decreased risk of chronic disease. 

 

While the difference is not overly large, the Fraser Valley Region does compare 

unfavourably to the rest of British Columbia overall on a number of healthy living 

indicators.  For instance, estimates indicate that the Fraser Valley Region has a slightly 

higher level of obesity along with lower rates of physical activity.  Also, despite this 

region having one of the most diverse and productive agricultural areas in Canada, 

less than half the residents of the Fraser Valley Region consume the recommended 

minimum of five fruits and vegetables daily.   

 

Comparing Canadian New Urbanist and Conventional Suburban Neighbourhoods 

(2010) 

 

A report by the Canadian Mortgage and Housing Corporation suggests that residents 

of neighbourhoods that are built with amenities oriented towards pedestrians, cyclists 

and transit riders, are more likely to walk and cycle for both recreation and everyday 

travel needs.  People who incorporate this type of active living into their daily lives 

have better health and lower risk of chronic disease. 

 

Studies by BC Provincial Health Services and the UBC Active Transportation 

Collaboratory also concluded that our built environment is closely linked with health 

outcomes.  Some of the key findings from these studies were: 

 Adults who live in walkable neighbourhoods are more likely to choose active 

transportation options and drive less. 
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 Public transit use encourages physical activity. 

 Residents of higher density, well connected areas are half as likely to be 

overweight as those living in the least connected areas. 

 Neighbourhoods with a small retail area nearby are associated with an 

increased likelihood of being physically active. 

 Living in an area with at least one grocery store is associated with a 1.5 times 

likelihood of getting sufficient physical activity, compared with no grocery store. 

 

The common factor in the above findings is that a built environment which encourages 

the incorporation of physical activity and healthy choices into the daily life of residents 

results in improved health.  Walkable neighbourhoods with sufficient density to support 

a mix of retail, office and other uses can, in many cases, allow residents to live close to 

their place of work, shopping and other daily destinations.  Such a mix of land uses is 

associated with fewer vehicle kilometres travelled per capita, as higher densities of 

retail establishments are more effective at generating trips by walking for non-work 

purposes. 

 

Higher density areas also support more public transit, as nearly all transit users walk 

for a portion of their trips, resulting in increased physical activity on a daily basis.  In 

North America, most trips on foot are under 1 km, and most trips by bicycle are under 

5 km, suggesting that if we build compact communities where residents can live, work 

and play, we can increase the number of people choosing these modes of travel. 

 

Six D’s of Land Use and Transportation Planning 

 

There is no single “right way” to create successful active transportation and transit 

oriented communities and, ultimately, many variations on these basic development 

patterns are possible depending on a community’s aspirations for how it wants to grow.  

In addition, the shape of a community may change and evolve over time in response to 

the introduction of new types of transit service, market and cultural forces, 

demographics and other factors. 

 

More recently, many communities in British Columbia are choosing to have more 

active transportation and transit oriented communities through the creation of mobility 

hubs that support walking, biking and transit.  Mobility hubs support denser land uses, 

a different transportation network with a different mix of transportation services.  Roads 

within mobility hubs emphasize the movement of people, and are walkable, ridable and 

include interesting destinations and experiences. 

 

Infrastructure accommodates all modes of travel and are attractive and accessible for 

people of all ages and levels of mobility.  The road network in mobility hubs strives to 
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develop “complete streets” that better balance the needs of all road users.  Place-

making is at the centre of the design of mobility hubs.  Not only are mobility hubs 

destinations, but they are designed to ensure residents and visitors will want to spend 

time within them.  Their vibrancy is enhanced by the design of buildings, streetscape 

and open spaces.  The main roads at the centre of the mobility hub are not only 

complete streets but are also “great streets”; they are attractive and comfortable places 

to be. 

 

Specific design principles that support sustainable travel modes are embraced within 

the “Six D’s” of Land Use and Transportation Planning and include the following: 

 The presence of destinations that meet daily needs and are reachable by 

walking, cycling or riding transit. 

 Distance matters; destinations must be close enough such that they can be 

conveniently reached by walking or cycling, and where they can’t, be accessed 

by transit.  Small blocks allow people to walk and cycle between destinations 

without long detours around large private parcels. 

 Higher residential, employment and service and amenity densities are 

required to ensure sufficient population is present to allow businesses and 

services to be successful. 

 A greater diversity in housing types, services and employment within a 

neighbourhood will increase the chances that residents and employees within 

are able to meet their needs without travelling to other parts of the community. 

 Design characteristics of the road network, buildings, and public realm 

influences the attractiveness of walking, cycling and transit.  The more 

attractive, convenient and comfortable the road environment and transit 

system is; the more people will be willing to travel farther and longer within it 

by active transportation modes. 

 Demand management measures that discourage unnecessary auto trips.  

These measures can be expected to influence travel behaviour in the following 

ways, thereby reducing the costs of maintaining and expanding transportation 

facilities: 

o Change the amount of travel by encouraging trip-makers to combine two 

or more purposes into a single trip, by avoiding commute trips, and by 

reducing the length of trips. 

o Change the mode of travel by encouraging the use of non-Single 

Occupant Vehicle modes, such as walking, bicycling, carpooling, and 

transit, and/or by discouraging people from driving alone. 

o Change the time of travel to reduce the growth in peak period travel by 

encouraging shifting the time in which people travel to outside peak 

periods. 
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2.3 Visioning Direction for the Transportation Master Plan 
 

The Transportation Master Plan is intended to provide Mission with a clear vision of a 

multi-modal transportation system to serve the residents and businesses of Mission for 

the next twenty-five years and beyond.  It is designed to support those modes that 

Mission wishes to encourage - walking, transit, and cycling.  Also, the Transportation 

Master Plan is intended to help achieve Mission’s overall commitments towards 

sustainability and livability that are outlined in a number of policies, and plans.  A vision 

for the Transportation Master Plan has been developed that builds upon Mission’s 

commitments to sustainability. 

 

An Envisioned Future Transportation System for Mission 

 

Mission envisions an integrated multi-modal transportation system that provides a 

range of linked transportation options and services, including vehicular transport and 

public transit, as well as safe and efficient means for pedestrians and cyclists to move 

throughout the community and beyond to neighbouring communities. 

 

Transportation Master Plan Objectives 

 

The Transportation Master Plan will support and be integrated with the District’s Official 

Community Plan, and assist with achieving the following transportation-related 

objectives that link to the envisioned future transportation system: 

 Provide a safe, balanced and integrated transportation system giving 

consideration to all modes of transportation – walking, cycling, public transit, 

private vehicle, and other alternative modes; 

 Provide an efficient, safe and pleasant road network to meet the existing and 

future needs of the community; 

 Support a public transit system that provides a convenient alternative to the 

automobile, and promotes transit-supportive land-use development; 

 Encourage walking within the community and provide for a safe, convenient 

and pleasant environment for pedestrians; and 

 Support cycling as an important travel mode and work towards a 

comprehensive, District-wide system of trails and facilities for cyclists. 
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To advance these objectives and achieve the vision of an integrated multi-modal 

transportation system for Mission, the District will need to encourage Mission residents 

to change the way they move around.  The District of Mission needs to transform its 

transportation priorities, policies, standards, projects and funding.  With these priorities 

in mind, the Transportation Master Plan places the highest priority on active 

transportation modes and transit, as shown in Figure 2.3. 

 

 

Figure 2.3:  Prioritization of transportation modes within this  

Transportation Master Plan 

 

Land Use and Transportation Planning Integration 

 

As development progresses and population densities increase in Mission, there will be 

a demand for high quality, inter-municipal and inter-regional transit connections 

throughout the District and surrounding areas.  Through the integration of land use and 

transportation planning, it is possible to provide the setting for transit oriented, 

walkable, and bicycle-friendly communities, which are inherently less dependent on 

private automobile use.  Areas where future development and densification are 

planned for in Mission could shift travel patterns towards more sustainable 

transportation choices by integrating land use and transportation planning to create 

mobility hubs. The Transportation Master Plan envisions this type of growth within the 

District. 
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The mobility hubs will be vibrant centres full of energy and life, and characterized by 

the rapid and rhythmic movement of people.  Future mixed-use development and 

densification in these hubs will shift travel patterns towards more sustainable 

transportation choices and active travel modes.  The existing character and possible 

aspirations for each proposed mobility hub in Mission are briefly highlighted below: 

 Downtown (MissionCity) and Waterfront: These adjacent and integrated 

mobility hubs will have numerous inter-municipal and inter-regional multi-

modal transportation connections.  Located along both frequent and regional 

transit network routes, and with higher population and employment densities, 

these hubs will be able to support higher transit ridership and more walking 

and cycling.  In local and regional plans, MissionCity is a strategic 

transportation hub.  It will exemplify the characteristics for future Transit 

Oriented Development (TOD), with plans for more compact housing types, a 

variety of employment opportunities through mixed-use developments, and 

excellent regional transportation accessibility. 

 Cedar Valley: This mobility hub entails a neighbourhood centre identified in the 

OCP with medium density mixed-use nodes surrounded by low to medium 

density housing.  Mixed-use commercial intensification at key intersections will 

need to be serviced by transit, walking and cycling.  This mobility hub should 

be encouraged through improvements to cycling and pedestrian infrastructure, 

and the provision of a future transit exchange. 

 Silverdale: This neighbourhood has been recognized in Mission’s OCP as an 

emerging urban development area with a forecast population of over 30,000 

people when completely built out.  Current plans for this development area 

include a high proportion of low density residential housing and a small 

neighbourhood centre.  To support a setting for a transit oriented, walkable, 

and bicycle-friendly community in the future, significant areas of local mixed-

use commercial and services, and more compact forms of residential 

development should be considered.  A mobility hub in Silverdale can be 

serviced by local and regional transit, arterial roadways, regional bike routes, 

and have a local radial network of pedestrian and cycling facilities. 

 

A map of the mobility hub concept for Mission is shown on Figure 2.4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TRANSPORTATION MASTER PLAN 

 

 

 
 
 

  Page 2 - 13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2.4:  Proposed Mobility Hubs 
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2.4 Key Features of the Transportation Master Plan 
 

The Transportation Master Plan consists of four components: a Pedestrian Plan, a 

Cycling Plan, a Transit Strategy, and a Road Network Plan.  The component plans and 

their stated goals to achieve the Transportation Master Plan objectives are shown in 

Figure 2.5. 

 

    

Figure 2.5:  Components of the Transportation Master Plan 

 

Although goods may be moved through, or to and from, Mission by rail (CP Rail) or by 

water (Fraser River), these modes of goods movement are not within the domain or 

governance of the District of Mission.  Consequently, the Transportation Master Plan 

focuses on goods movement by truck on the municipal road network. 
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3. PEDESTRIAN PLAN 
 

A guiding objective of the Transportation Master Plan is to encourage walking within 

the District of Mission by providing a safe, convenient and pleasant environment for 

pedestrians. Focusing on improved safety, connectivity, and building a complete 

network of sidewalks and paths will help residents to better access popular 

destinations and services. This section discusses existing conditions, the different 

influencing factors that affect the pedestrian environment and offers a long-term plan 

for the pedestrian network in the District of Mission. 

 

3.1 Existing Walking Conditions 
 

Mission has a total of 83 kilometres of sidewalk. Compared to a total of approximately 

300 kilometres of roadway, this reveals that the sidewalk network in Mission is about 

13 percent complete (based on the assumption that sidewalks on both sides of the 

street represents a complete network). As Mission offers a variety of land uses, from 

urban core to urban and rural, the pedestrian network density will vary.  

 

Walking in Mission is primarily for leisure or recreation and accounts for approximately 

7 percent of all trips in the District. Mission’s pedestrian network includes off-street 

paths, trails (Photo 3.1 below), and sidewalks on arterials, collectors and some local 

streets.  

 

 

Photo 3.1:  Mission Waterfront Demonstration Project Trail 
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The sidewalk coverage is more comprehensive in the downtown core, such as along 

Railway Avenue and 2nd Avenue, while there is a lack of sidewalks or paths in the 

residential neighbourhoods. This difference in the availability of appropriate pedestrian 

facilities, shown in Photos 3.2 and 3.3 below, presents a challenge to supporting 

pedestrian activity in the different areas of Mission. 

 

 

Photo 3.2:  Mission’s historic downtown, Main and 1st Avenue. Sidewalks are present on both 

sides of the street and are connected by way of crosswalks 

 

 

Photo 3.3:  A residential neighbourhood across from an elementary school in Mission on Wren 

Avenue at Van Velzen Avenue. A sidewalk is only present on one side of the street 
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Many of Mission’s collector streets have sidewalks on both sides of the road, such as 

Cedar Valley Connector or 7th Avenue (see Photo 3.4). In addition, the popular 

commercial areas of Lougheed Corridor and Junction Shopping Centre adjacent to 

Lougheed Highway have sidewalks on both sides of the road, which adequately serve 

pedestrian activity in the area.   

 

 

Photo 3.4:  Sidewalks present on both sides of the street on 7th Avenue 

 

The District has also improved the accessibility of its street and road network by adding 

curb ramps, countdown timers and audible signals at a number of intersections. 

Sidewalk coverage in residential areas and on local streets is less consistent, with 

sidewalks present on one side of the street or not at all.  

 

Current pedestrian destinations and generators in the District include: 

 elementary and secondary schools;  

 parks;  

 the downtown area; 

 local commercial areas; 

 bus stops; 

 Mission Leisure Centre; and 

 the trail network. 

 

The local commercial retail areas include: 

 the downtown core;  

 Junction Shopping Centre; and 

 the Lougheed Corridor. 
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7th Avenue near Grand Street also has a popular retail node, which is in close 

proximity to the Leisure Centre.  

 

Other popular destinations outside of the commercial hubs include:  

 Riverside College; 

 the District of Mission offices on Dewdney Trunk Road; 

 the Heritage Park Child Care Centre; and 

 Clarke Foundation Theatre in Fraser River Heritage Park. 

 

There are gaps in the sidewalk network around these key destinations and improving 

connectivity to these locations is a goal of the Transportation Master Plan. 

 

A large portion of the pedestrian network outside of the central downtown is 

incomplete, as shown in below Figure 3.1. 
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Figure 3.1:  Existing Pedestrian Network 
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The District is eager to enhance the pedestrian environment to improve the safety of its 

streets and to encourage walking.  Understanding where the gaps in the sidewalk 

network exist will help identify where improvements can be made in order to enable 

residents and visitors to better access important destinations.  

 

The following section highlights some key influences that have shaped Mission’s 

pedestrian network. 

 

3.2 Shaping Influences 
 

A variety of factors influence the context for walking as a key mode of transportation in 

the District of Mission. Environmental, social and economic factors along with the local 

and regional planning influence the conditions of pedestrian facilities and therefore the 

rates of walking.  Understanding the planning, development and growth of Mission 

helps identify existing and future pedestrian activity.  

 

The following key plans shape the current and future growth and development of the 

pedestrian network in Mission: 

 District’s Official Community Plan;  

 Local neighbourhood plans (e.g. Silverdale Neighbourhood One Plan and the 

Cedar Valley Comprehensive Development Plan); 

 Parks and Trails Master Plan;  

 Metro Vancouver’s Experience the Fraser; 

 Abbotsford-Mission Transit Future Plan; and 

 MissionCity Downtown Design Guidelines. 

 

The District of Mission’s Official Community Plan (2008) 

 

The Official Community Plan (OCP) provides policy guidance for enhancing the 

pedestrian environment by integrating transportation services and using land use 

planning to improve pedestrian activity and support healthy living.  This will encourage 

walking within the District by providing a safe, convenient and comfortable environment 

for pedestrians.  The OCP identifies a transportation goal for the District, which aims to 

“enhance transportation choice through the development and enhancement of an 

integrated, multi-modal transportation system” (OCP, p.3).  Policy directions 

established in the OCP to support pedestrian activity include:  

 Using land use planning to encourage mixed-use development and improve 

pedestrian connections through Neighbourhood Plans;  

 Constructing new sidewalks and walking (and biking) strips in rural areas;  
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 Focusing improvements around schools, activity areas and public institutions; 

and  

 Implementing universal design for persons in wheelchairs and for visually 

impaired persons.  

 

Mission recognizes that there are many challenges to developing an integrated 

transportation system and the policy direction will support reduced automobile travel 

and encourage walking.  The OCP is currently being updated in 2016. 

 

Silverdale Neighbourhood One Plan (2008) 

 

The Silverdale Neighbourhood One Plan is part of the District of Mission’s Official 

Community Plan and details land use and transportation plans, policies, design 

guidelines and implementation steps for the Silverdale Urban Reserve Area in the 

south-western section of Mission.  The vision for Silverdale is a neighbourhood that 

provides pedestrian connections to village centres, with a focus on pedestrian oriented 

design with on-street and off-street pedestrian facilities that are safe and accessible. 

Mission wants to create walkable streets within neighbourhood centres that have 

universal access with traffic calming facilities. The Silverdale Plan aims for a diversity 

of trail types. The Plan supports a multi-modal community within the Silverdale Urban 

Reserve and illustrates this through the use of a conceptual road network, and new on-

street infrastructure that improves pedestrian connectivity with additional trails and 

pathways.  

 

Cedar Valley Comprehensive Development Plan (1996) 

 

The Comprehensive Development Plan (CDP) provided guidance and direction for the 

development of Cedar Valley. It included directions and established policies and 

guidelines for the transportation system and future land uses within the 

neighbourhood. Principles included creating mixed-use high density areas that 

promote residents to live and work within the community and encouraged pedestrian 

and cycling pathways throughout the area. The CDP also recommended pedestrian 

linkage and access to open spaces, parks and recreation facilities, schools and 

commercial uses as key objectives of the Plan.  

 

District of Mission Parks, Trails and Bicycle Master Plan (2009) 

 

The Parks, Trails and Bicycle Master Plan is a comprehensive implementation plan for 

supporting outdoor recreation opportunities and facilities in the District of Mission.  The 

Plan provides a detailed inventory of parks, trails, and playing fields and recommends 

the addition of off-leash dog parks, community gardens and improved facilities, such 
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as public washrooms.  The Plan focuses on parks, open spaces, and the trail network 

to support recreation and leisure pedestrian activity. Park, trails, and outdoor activity 

centres serve the majority of pedestrian activity in Mission.  Key recommendations for 

improving walking in Mission is within the Plan theme Creating Connections for a 

Healthy Community. Maintaining and preserving trails for use by all residents that are 

safe and accessible is a key objective.  In urban areas, the need for a safe crossing for 

pedestrians along major corridors, such as Lougheed Highway are noted.  The Plan 

recommends the District continues to provide park space, improve parkland, enhance 

community connections, and undertake acquisitions specifically in Cedar Valley and 

Silverdale thus building on a trail network to include a “Riverfront to Mountain Top” 

theme.  

 

Metro Vancouver’s Experience the Fraser Implementation Plan, 2012 

 

Experience the Fraser is a concept plan and vision developed by Metro Vancouver for 

the Lower Fraser River Corridor to connect the District of Hope to the Salish Sea by 

way of a network of trails and river segments.  The 2012 Experience the Fraser (ETF) 

Implementation Plan for local governments outlines the steps to be taken within an 

action plan for each of the sixteen municipalities along the Fraser River, Metro 

Vancouver, the Fraser Valley Regional District, and the Province towards meeting this 

objective.  Within the Plan, the District of Mission’s demonstration waterfront project 

includes an elevated square, trail, living plan wall, benches, picnic tables, lights, 

banner and First Nation public art along the eastern waterfront area of the District.  The 

Waterfront Trail and Mission’s inclusion in ETF highlights a recreational blueway, or 

water trail, along the river in Mission.   

 

Abbotsford-Mission Transit Future Plan, 2013 

 

The Abbotsford-Mission Transit Future Plan aims to address the need for increased 

mobility within the region due to population increases anticipated in Abbotsford and 

Mission and in the rest of the Fraser Valley Regional District.  The Plan highlights long 

range transit service expansion, infrastructure improvements, and necessary 

investments for the public transit system in and around Mission.  As the region looks to 

expand transit services between Hatzic, Cedar Valley, Mission and Silverdale, 

improvements to bus stops and transit exchanges will support transit ridership.  Transit 

stop amenities, such as covered shelters, benches, schedule timetables and route 

maps will contribute to the regional goal of 8% mode share target for transit by 

supporting pedestrian and transit travel.   
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MissionCity Downtown Design Guidelines, 2013 

 

The Downtown Design Guidelines act as a guide for the implementation of Mission’s 

Downtown Action Plan through a set of urban design strategies and approaches.  The 

Design Guidelines focus primarily on providing a framework to guide the development 

review process for new development and renovations within the downtown area for 

use by staff, council, developers and builders.  The Guidelines emphasize the identity 

of the downtown core, and its desire to be a compact, mixed use vibrant and 

pedestrian-oriented downtown.  

 

Each of the planning documents summarized above provide historical context and 

future direction in building a comprehensive pedestrian network to support walking in 

the District of Mission.  

 

3.3 Facts and Observations 
 

The District of Mission has established goals for improving the pedestrian network in 

their Official Community Plan and in the Transportation Master Plan.  However, the 

District faces numerous challenges based on the local landscape and the built 

environment.   

 

Topography 

 

Mission is surrounded by natural beauty; nestled on a mountainside with forests 

surrounding and scattered throughout part of the District, sitting on the edge of the 

Fraser River.  The District is bordered by Hayward and Hatzic Lakes, and a number of 

other waterways bisect the community creating ravines along Chester Creek, 

Silverdale Creek and the Gaudin / Draper Creek.  Much of the north/south terrain in 

Mission is steep and broken up by creeks.  These natural features shape the 

landscape and have a profound influence on Mission’s development patterns and 

transportation systems.  Primarily due to the steepness of many north/south routes, the 

topography in Mission serves as a challenge to the development of the pedestrian 

networks.   

 

Road and Pedestrian Network 

 

Mission’s road network is composed of both conventional grid and curvilinear street 

patterns.  The historic downtown area is formed around a grid of north/south and 

east/west streets.  The conventional grid network is structured by parallel and 

perpendicular streets with multiple intersections.  This street pattern provides 

increased connectivity and access to adjacent areas.  
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At Mission’s south end, the District is divided by the Lougheed Highway.  While 

Lougheed Highway connects Mission to the municipalities situated in Metro 

Vancouver, it also serves as a barrier between the residential areas to the north of the 

highway as well as to the commercial areas parallel and to the south of the highway.  

 

By contrast, the street network in the newer urban residential neighbourhoods north of 

the downtown core are curvilinear.  This type of street pattern is characterized by 

winding roads and cul-de-sacs.  Curvilinear networks without cut-through paths to 

serve active travel create longer, indirect routes and push pedestrians out onto 

collector and arterials roads to access major destinations.  Curvilinear networks can 

thus make travel by walking less convenient and uncomfortable.  To alleviate this, 

Mission does have a number of cut-through paths located between cul-de-sacs, which 

improves connectivity.  

 

The provision of sidewalks in the District is achieved through regular roadwork 

improvements or upgrades, and through requirements of Mission’s Subdivision Control 

Bylaw No. 1500.  This bylaw outlines the minimum requirements for the provision of 

sidewalks or walkways.  In rural areas, sidewalks are required in commercial, industrial 

and institutional land-uses.  They are not required in agricultural lands or rural 

residential land uses.  Conversely, sidewalks are required in urban residential, urban 

compact/multi-family, commercial, core commercial, waterfront, industrial and 

institutional land-uses.  However, the bylaw does not currently require sidewalks in 

suburban areas or urban residential developments of 3 new lots or less.  Instead, it 

only requires a minimum service of curb and gutter, which provides an edge to the 

roadway.  The curb prevents motor vehicles from leaving the roadway and the gutter 

channels water to drains.  Curb and gutter roadway infrastructure is basic but does not 

include a safe pedestrian path or sidewalk.  

 

Quality of Pedestrian Facilities 

 

The existing pedestrian network is largely comprised of sidewalks on collector or 

arterial streets, as well as trails in local parks.  Sidewalks are less common on local 

streets and roadways that form part of the highway network.  Typically, sidewalks are 

located on one or both sides of the street, and are normally between 1.5 and 2 metres 

wide.  

 

Photos 3.5 and 3.6 below show two different situations where sidewalk facilities are 

located on both sides and one side of the street. 
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Photo 3.5:  This collector road has sidewalks on both sides of the street 

 

 

Photo 3.6:  In this urban new development, sidewalks are only located on one side of the street 

 

Figure 3.1 includes bus stop locations across the District, many of which are situated 

on local streets with no existing sidewalk making transit less accessible to those with 

mobility impairments.  In these situations, the walking environment is less attractive 

and can compromise the safety for vulnerable road users by leaving them exposed to 

motor vehicle traffic. 
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Barriers to Walking 

 

Understanding the barriers to walking in Mission is a first step in designing facilities 

and programs to better support walking.  At the first Transportation Master Plan open 

house, held in the District on May 6, 2015, a survey was distributed to the public.1 

 

Respondents highlighted improved pedestrian networks as a third priority after 

improved transit service and road networks.  This demonstrates the low priority people 

have towards walking in the District. According to this survey, the main purpose of 

walking trips in Mission is for exercise or recreation.  Shopping or errands ranked as 

the next most common reason for walking, followed by commuting to work or school. 

The poor quality of the pedestrian environment, such as lack of sidewalks in key areas 

such as around schools, parks and other community amenities and the feeling or 

perception of safety, were also cited as issues that discourage walking and impact an 

individual’s decision to use other modes for travel.  

 

The community identified the following measures as steps the District could take to 

help them walk more often:   

 More sidewalks, better lighting and crossings;  

 Safer sidewalks and crossings of highways or major roadways; 

 Better connectivity to destinations and more mixed-use development in 

residential areas; and 

 More trails or paths, specifically along the waterfront. 

 

Other measures mentioned include: better wayfinding signage, better maintenance of 

sidewalks and paths, traffic calming, and education of road users to improve safety. 

 

The barriers and challenges identified by the community can be addressed through a 

comprehensive strategy to enhance the pedestrian network.  

 

3.4 Long-Term Pedestrian Plan 
 

Throughout the Official Community Plan, the District is committed to enhancing 

transportation choice by developing and enhancing an integrated, multi-modal 

transportation system.  More specifically, the District supports reduced reliance on the 

private auto and increased use of walking, cycling and public transit.  

 

 

                                                      
1 The survey was made available on the project website and emailed to the stakeholder list in order to collect feedback on the community’s 

transportation priorities. 
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Developing a long-term pedestrian plan achieves the District’s goals of creating a safer 

more comfortable environment to encourage walking trips for recreation, commuting 

work or school, or for shopping and errands.  

 

In order to achieve this long-term plan, the District aims to address the barriers to 

walking identified by residents of Mission, to fill in the gaps of the sidewalk and 

pathway networks, and update municipal policies to better help the District achieve its 

transportation goals set out in the Transportation Master Plan. 

 

Proposed Pedestrian Network 

 

In order to achieve the goal of increasing walking trips in Mission, this Plan 

recommends the following:  

 Improve pedestrian safety; 

 Build convenient and attractive options for pedestrians; 

 Update municipal policies to better support walking; and 

 Provide a network of pedestrian paths and sidewalks that serve key 

destinations. 

 

Addressing Barriers to Walking 

 

The results of the first open house Transportation Master Plan public survey indicate 

that barriers and challenges identified by the community can be addressed through a 

comprehensive strategy to enhance the pedestrian network.  The following measures 

are recommended to increase walking within the District of Mission: 

 Improve sidewalk connectivity to destinations from residential neighbourhoods 

and mixed-use developments; 

 Increase the number of trails or paths within the District, specifically along the 

waterfront; 

 Increase the number of sidewalks in general and improve the lighting and 

street-crossing treatments; 

 Improve wayfinding signage, traffic calming facilities and provide education to 

road users in order to improve safety; 

 Provide pedestrian amenities such as planters, benches and trash bins that 

may attract users to the facilities (Photo 3.7); 

 Improve the maintenance of sidewalks and paths throughout the year; and 

 Add more crosswalks to facilitate pedestrian street crossings (Photo 3.8). 
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Photo 3.7: A bench lines the Mission Waterfront Demonstration Project trail 

 

 

Photo 3.8: An example of curb ramps and a pedestrian refuge at a crossing in Bellingham, WA 

 

Investing in sidewalk improvements will have a greater impact in areas that have the 

following characteristics: 

 High pedestrian activity; 

 Frequented by children, seniors and families; 

 Higher densities and mixed land-uses; 

 The potential for future pedestrian activity; and 

 Near or surrounding major destinations. 
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The analysis of the pedestrian network is based on identifying the areas noted above.  

 

The following approach is recommended to fill in gaps in the sidewalk network shown 

in Figure 3.2:  

 In the downtown residential, commercial, and Waterfront areas2 on all roads, 

construct sidewalks on both sides of the road. 

 In the urban residential neighbourhoods: Provide sidewalks on both sides of all 

arterial and collector roads, and on one side of each local road. 

 

 

                                                      
2 Downtown and commercial areas are bounded by 2 Avenue to the north, Grand Street to the west, North Railway Avenue to the south and 

Murray Street to the east.  The Waterfront areas is bounded by Lougheed Hwy / N Railway Avenue to the north, Fraser River to the south, 

Mission Raceway to the west, and the Fraser River to the east. 
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Figure 3.2:  Proposed Sidewalks for the District of Mission 
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As seen in Figure 3.2, additional sidewalks are needed on some blocks in the 

downtown area, in major commercial areas such as the Junction Shopping Centre, and 

in the industrial areas south of Lougheed Highway close to the West Coast Express 

Station.  

 

Recommendations for building a comprehensive network of sidewalks or paths 

include: 

 Upgrade the sidewalks in all downtown commercial, Waterfront zone, Cedar 

Valley commercial centre, industrial urban core areas, and in popular 

retail/service destinations (e.g., Junction Shopping Centre); 

 Upgrade the sidewalks near parks and recreation centres; 

 Prioritize sidewalk improvements near schools;  

 Prioritize the provision of sidewalks near transit stops in urban areas of 

Mission and include wide shoulders and landing pads to serve all rural transit 

stops; 

 Explore opportunities to build new sidewalks or upgrade existing sidewalks 

through other projects to reduce costs; and 

 Update the Subdivision Control Bylaw No. 1500 to require sidewalks in all new 

developments or redevelopments. 

 

When prioritizing these improvements, Mission should focus on improvements near 

schools and transit stops.  Following this, the focus would turn to other urban areas 

and then to the rural areas.  Within each of these areas, and as recommended above, 

the District should prioritize improvements within 100 metres of schools, parks, and 

recreation and centres.  Pedestrian facilities should be upgraded to include sidewalks 

within 50 metres of transit stops in urban areas and wide accessible shoulders and 

landing pads should be provided to serve all rural transit stops. 

 

Policy Framework 

 

The District of Mission Subdivision Control Bylaw No 1500 outlines the requirements 

for the design, provision and construction of walkways or sidewalks.  This bylaw sets 

the minimum service standards for sidewalks within rural, urban residential, 

commercial, industrial and institutional land-uses.  As stated in the recommendations 

above, Mission would benefit by updating the bylaw to ensure sidewalks or walkways 

are included for all new suburban area developments and all new urban residential 

developments, even those of 3 new lots or less.  Currently, new residential 

developments in these two areas do not require sidewalks but require curb and gutter 

treatments.  Including sidewalks in these types of developments will allow for the 

gradual inclusion of sidewalks more widely within the community.  It also places the 
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cost of designing and constructing sidewalks with the developer, which will achieve a 

more complete network of sidewalks over time.  As the public stakeholder feedback 

revealed, residents of Mission desire a comprehensive network of sidewalks to access 

schools, work, parks, trails and services.  Updating Bylaw No 1500 would support and 

initiate such changes. 

 

Overall, the District can increase the number of walking trips by filling in the sidewalk 

gaps and upgrading pedestrian facilities in high demand destinations, such as in 

proximity to schools, parks, transit stops and shopping or services centres. 
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4. CYCLING PLAN 
 

Creating a safe and cohesive bicycle network is one of the key objectives of the 

Transportation Master Plan. This Cycling Plan presents a vision for short- and long-

term investments that expand the existing network and improves the quality of bicycle 

facilities for residents of all ages and abilities.  As the District strives to build a 

multimodal transportation system to support all modes of travel, a key approach is to 

encourage cycling for recreation, leisure or commuting. 

 

4.1 Existing Cycling Conditions 
 

This section summarizes the existing cycling conditions in the District of Mission. An 

understanding of the existing conditions and gaps in the cycling networks are used as 

a means to identify proposed cycling improvements for the future.  

 

According to the feedback gathered from the first Transportation Master Plan public 

open house survey, Mission residents bicycle for exercise and recreation more than for 

commuting to work or school.  Commuting to work or school ranked as the third most 

common reason given for cycling, followed by shopping or errands.  Cycling trips make 

up less than 1 percent of daily trips in Mission, with the majority of trips made by car. 

Citizens identified a lack of safety and dedicated bicycle facilities as reasons for not 

cycling more often. 

 

Mission’s existing bicycle network (Figure 4.1) is embedded within a series of local 

and collector streets and include shared-use designated roads with shared-lane 

pavement markings and bicycle route signage. 
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Figure 4.1:  Existing Bicycle Network 
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Shared-use roads are roadways shared by motorist and cyclists.  The existing routes 

adequately connect cyclists to local destinations, such as from the downtown, to the 

Leisure Centre and recreational trails. Photos 4.1 – 4.3 depict elements of the cycling 

network in the District. 

 

 

Photo 4.1: Shared-Use Pavement Marking on 7th Avenue 

 

 

Photo 4.2: Shared-use road with shared-use bicycle route signage 
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Photo 4.3: Cycling on rural road. No markings or signage 

 

The existing shared-use network was implemented in 2010 and provides basic north-

south and east-west connections.  The District has one on-street bicycle lane on the 

Cedar Valley Connector, from Cherry Avenue to Tunbridge Avenue.  The remaining 

bicycle network follows many of the routes recommended in the 2007 Bicycle Route 

Plan.  

 

Mission has a varied topography that serves as a deterrent for some north-south travel. 

North-south bicycle routes include Hurd Street, Grand Street and Cedar Street, all of 

which include segments that have slopes greater than 5 percent.  Efforts have been 

made to select routes that avoid the steepest topography and which provide connections 

to major destinations, central service areas, and local parks and trails.  The east-west 

routes are along 2nd and 3rd Avenue downtown, 7th Avenue, Best Avenue, and 

Dewdney Trunk Road, link to the north-south routes.  The commercial and industrial 

areas south of Lougheed Highway area have limited connection to the bicycle network 

and require additional attention for safe access via Lougheed Highway to the east and 

west, and along Highway 11 and London Avenue to the south. Connections to the future 

Silverdale neighbourhood will also require additional considerations.   

 

The cycling network in Mission offers cycling facilities that are useful to those who are 

experienced and confident cyclists.  However, the facilities are less likely to attract 

casual cyclists and those with less confidence (AASHTO, 2012)3.  Those who are casual 

and less confident tend to comprise the majority of residents in Mission; therefore, in 

                                                      
3   Cite American Association of State and Highway Transportation Officials (AASHTO). 2012. Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities, 

Fourth Edition. 
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order to attract cyclists who are less confident cycling in traffic, facilities that provide 

cyclists with a designated right-of-way on the road are recommended.  The following 

section highlights some key influences that have shaped Mission’s cycling network. 

 

4.2 Shaping Influences 
 

Development patterns and transportation planning decisions are guided by the District’s 

comprehensive plans and policies.  The bicycle network is informed by local planning as 

it shapes the multimodal transportation system in Mission.  

 

The following key plans and policies shape the current and future growth and 

development of the cycling network in Mission: 

 The District of Mission’s Official Community Plan; 

 District of Mission Parks, Trails and Bicycle Master Plan; and 

 The Bicycle Route Plan. 

 

The District of Mission’s Official Community Plan (2008) 

 

The District’s Official Community Plan identifies a goal for the District transportation 

system which aims to “enhance transportation choice through the development and 

enhancement of an integrated, multi-modal transportation system”.  The OCP highlights 

that development of a  Transportation Master Plan is a top priority and it further 

recognizes that an integrated sustainable transportation system needs to support 

reduced automobile travel and encourage walking, cycling and transit use.  The OCP 

outlines support for cycling through a system of trails and facilities for cyclists.  The 

policy actions highlighted in the OCP include:  

 Creating a Bicycle Master Plan;  

 Providing both on-street and off-street bicycle facilities or routes;  

 Providing a minimum of 1.8 m wide strip space for safe travel in rural areas;  

 Encouraging end of trip facilities, such as bicycle racks, at popular destinations; 

and  

 Incorporating bicycle routes and facilities in future neighbourhood land use 

plans.  

 

The District of Mission’s Parks, Trails and Bicycle Master Plan (2009) 

 

The District’s Parks, Trails and Bicycle Master Plan is a comprehensive implementation 

plan for parks, trails, outdoor recreation facilities and open space amenities.  The Plan 

includes the 2007 Bicycle Route Plan which outlines a series of on-street and off-street 
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bicycle facilities to support recreation and commuter cycling.  Improved trails, parks and 

recreational facilities support active transportation, whether for leisure or commuter 

purposes.  The park and trail network identify important off-street areas and routes for 

recreational cycling.  The Plan’s recommendation of adopting a “Riverfront to 

MountainTop” approach to recreation addresses the community’s desire for improved 

trails and routes to accommodate cycling.  The Plan theme Creating Connections for a 

Healthy Community includes recommendations for cycling. Mountain biking is a popular 

recreational activity in Mission, and the Plan encourages investment and support for 

local mountain biking races and preservation of the trail network.  The Plan identifies a 

series of initiatives to support recreational and commuter cycling initiatives. These 

include: 

 Pursue funding opportunities that support the creation of cycling infrastructure; 

 Upgrade bike parking and security at all municipal sites, including City Hall, 

Works Yard and the Leisure Centre; 

 Support the installation of bike lockers at public locations such as the West 

Coast Express stations; 

 Develop, in cooperation with the Office of Economic Development and the 

Chamber of Commerce, 20 to 60 km bicycle “circle tours”; 

 Establish bike routes, cycling paths and trails according to the 2007 Bicycle 

Route Master Plan (Appendix T); and 

 Consider the creation of a community dirt bike jump and / or create smaller skills 

elements at Mission Rotary Sports Park, Tunbridge and other sites. 

 

The photos below depict various cycling infrastructure components that support a cycling 

network. 

 

   

Photo 4.4: Bike lockers at a 

transit station 

Photo 4.5: Cycle track off-road Photo 4.6:  Bike racks 
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Bicycle Route Plan (2007) 

 

The Bicycle Route Plan is included as Appendix S within the District of Mission Parks, 

Trails & Bicycle Master Plan (2009).  The goal of the Bicycle Route Plan is to increase 

bicycle trips in the District and improve safety.  The Plan focuses the assessment and 

recommendations on on-street bicycle facilities, complemented by off-street pathways, 

safe crossings, and routes and facilities that serve popular destinations. Figure 4.2 

illustrates the Bicycle Route Network from the Bicycle Route Plan.  

 

Figure 4.2: Bicycle Route Network 2007 

 

The Plan is based on east west connections along 7th Avenue, which links Hatzic 

community through the Fraser River Heights Park trails.  A series of north-south routes 

provide connections to the downtown core and shopping areas along the waterfront.  

The Plan identifies key cycling routes; however, the types of bicycles facilities are not 

specified.  

 

Each of the planning documents summarized above provide historical context and future 

direction in building a comprehensive bicycle network to support cycling in the District of 

Mission. 
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4.3 Facts and Observations 
 

The District of Mission has established goals for improving cycling in the Parks, Trail and 

Bicycle Master Plan, in the Official Community Plan, and in the Transportation Master 

Plan. Local policy and plans shape the District’s bicycle network, recognizing that the 

local landscape and built environment create both opportunities and challenges to 

improving conditions for cycling.  

 

Topography 

 

The topography in Mission serves as a challenge to encouraging cycling for 

transportation and recreation.  Mission truly is a river to mountain community bordered 

by the Fraser River in the south and the Coastal Mountain Range to the north.  The 

terrain in many areas of Mission is steep based on the mountain slope and the creek 

ravines that bisect the District along Chester and Silverdale Creeks.  

 

Truck Routes and the Cycling Network 

 

A number of truck routes travel through the District of Mission.  In addition, the provincial 

highways along Lougheed and the Abbotsford-Mission Highway allow truck travel. Within 

the District of Mission, designated truck routes run along Hayward Street, Keystone 

Street, Wren Street, Cedar Street, 7th Avenue, Dewdney Trunk Road, and Stave Lake 

Street.  A number of these overlap with designated bicycle routes. Trucks are 

intimidating and represent a threat to the safety of vulnerable road users such as 

cyclists.  Therefore, additional care is needed to protect cyclists along truck routes, either 

by selecting alternate routes to serve trucks and vulnerable road users, or by 

constructing cycling facilities that are physically separated from motor vehicle traffic.  

 

Quality of the Bicycle Facilities / Network 

 

As previously illustrated in Figure 4.1, the existing bicycle network is comprised of 

designated shared-use roads with shared-lane markings and bicycle stencil pavement 

markings and associated signage.  However, the network also has a short segment of 

on-street bike lane on Cedar Street, a newer addition to the cycling network, 

implemented with upgrades along this corridor.  Local street bikeways or shared-use 

roads may be perceived as unsafe or unattractive by inexperienced cyclists and those 

who are uncomfortable cycling in close proximity to motor vehicles (Photo 4.7).  
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Photo 4.7: 2nd Avenue shared use (on-street) bikeway 

 

Local street bikeways and collector streets that have traffic speeds under 50 km/h and 

bike lanes are acceptable to most cyclists.  Bicycle routes should link to transit, but 

wherever cyclists and pedestrians are expected to share a roadway with trucks and 

transit vehicles, care should be taken to physically protect vulnerable road users from 

motor vehicle traffic.  

 

Barriers to Cycling  

 

Recognizing common barriers to cycling is an important step in order to improve the 

local conditions to support recreational or commuter bicycle trips.  At the first 

Transportation Master Plan open house, a survey was distributed to the public and was 

made available on the project website and emailed to the stakeholder list in order to 

collect feedback on the community’s transportation priorities.  

 

Respondents highlighted the need for the following changes or additions in the cycling 

network and infrastructure in order to increase cyclists in the District: 

 More bike lanes and better dedicated bicycle facilities;  

 Additional trails or paths (specifically along the river); 

 More bicycle parking;  

 Improved safety (e.g., facilities and crossings) and awareness (e.g., share the 

road); and  

 Improved connectivity to destinations.  

 

Many comments regarding safety came from families with children, highlighting people 

do not feel safe to cycle with children.  In addition, topography was mentioned frequently 

as a barrier.  
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Bicycle Parking and End-of-Trip Facilities  

 

End-of-trip facilities, including bicycle parking and other facilities such as showers and 

clothing lockers, can be a determining factor in whether someone decides to make a 

bicycle trip.  They enhance the bicycling experience by providing cyclists with 

somewhere to park and somewhere to refresh themselves following their trip.  The 

District does not currently have any requirements for bicycle parking or other end-of- trip 

facilities for new commercial, business, or industrial development. 

 

4.4 Long-Term Cycling Plan 
 

The Transportation Master Plan supports cycling as an important mode of travel and 

moves towards a comprehensive District-wide system of trails and facilities for cyclists. 

This will be achieved by upgrading the existing bicycle facilities and by adding new 

routes to increase the bicycle network density and connectivity throughout Mission.   

 

A long-term cycling plan for Mission addresses the community’s desire to make bicycle 

facilities more safe and comfortable in order to encourage more people to cycle for 

recreation, commuting to school or work, and for shopping or running errands.  Similar to 

the Pedestrian Plan, the Cycling Plan is guided by the principles of improved safety, 

connectivity, building a complete network of bicycle routes in order for residents to better 

access popular destinations and services.  

 

Residents of Mission provided valuable input by filling out the public survey made 

available during and following the first Transportation Master Plan open house on why 

they chose to cycle and what prevents them from cycling more often.  Addressing the 

identified barriers and challenges is key to improving the bicycle network in Mission.  

 

Proposed Changes to the Cycling Network 

 

The following steps were identified to create a better bicycle network:   

 Improve safety and awareness;  

 Increase the number of bike lanes and dedicated bicycle facilities; 

 Increase the number of trails or paths; 

 Increase bicycle parking facilities; 

 Improve the connectivity of bicycle routes; and 

 Promote and encourage cycling. 

 

By following these steps, the District of Mission will vastly improve their bicycle network 

and increase the amount of residents using the cycling facilities. 
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Bicycle Facility Standards 

 

Establishing a desired density of bicycle facilities throughout the District is an important 

step towards improving conditions for cycling within Mission.  The standards outlined 

below allow for a greater density of bicycle routes in areas with higher density, mixed-

use development, and a gradually more dispersed network of routes as one transitions 

from the urban areas to rural areas of the District.  

 

Best practices in bicycle planning and design recommend the following standards:  

 For Downtown commercial and industrial core urban areas: increase the density 

of cycling routes using a best practice approach to have a bicycle route every 

200 to 400 metres (for both north-south and east-west directions);  

 For urban residential neighbourhoods: increase the density of bicycle routes to 

have a  bicycle route every 400 to 800 metres; and 

 For Rural neighbourhoods: aim for a bicycle route every 800 to 1600 metres. 

 

Building a bicycle network based on building a standard grid of on-street and off-street 

routes will improve connectivity and serve popular destinations.  This standard is used 

as a framework for proposed cycling routes across the District.  

 

Bicycle Facility Types 

 

Bicycle facilities are designed and built based on the built environment, topographic 

constraints and functional requirements related to adjacent traffic conditions, such as 

vehicle volumes, speeds, land-use context, topography, and intended users.  Designing 

and building a bicycle network with new facility types and upgrading or retrofitting 

existing facilities will create a more comfortable and safe cycling environment for 

children, seniors and new cyclists.  

 

The following bicycle facilities are appropriate for different conditions, and are also 

illustrated in Photos 4.8 – 4.14 and on the On-Street Bicycle Facility Continuum in 

Figure 4.3.  
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Photo 4.8: Shared-use path (off-

road) 

Photo 4.9: Shared-use path 

(roadside) 

Photo 4.10:  Cycle track 

 

 Shared-Use Path (Off-Road): An off-road two-way facility that is shared by both 

pedestrians and cyclists, with or without directional separation. 

 Share-Use Path (Roadside): A roadside two-way facility that is shared by both 

pedestrians and cyclists, with or without directional separation. 

 Cycle Track: An exclusive one-way or two-way cycling facility that can be at the 

road, sidewalk or intermediate level and is physically separated from both 

vehicular and pedestrian traffic. 

 

   

Photo 4.11: Buffered bike lane Photo 4.12: Bike lane Photo 4.13:  Shared-Use Road 

 

 Buffered Bike Lane: A conventional bike lane paired with a designated buffer 

space separating the bicycle lane from adjacent motor vehicle travel lane and/or 

parking lane.  

 Bike Lane: An exclusive one-way street level cycling space, designated through 

the use of pavement striping, marking and signage that is located adjacent to 

vehicular traffic. 

 Shared-Use Road: An on-road facility that is shared by both cyclists and motor 

vehicles, with or without pavement markings and signage.  Shared-use streets 

require traffic calmed streets with 85th percent vehicular running speeds of 

30 km/h or less and an annual average daily traffic of less than 

500 vehicles/day.  
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 Trail: A pathway, paved or unpaved, through the 

countryside, mountain or forest area made or used for 

a particular purpose. 

 

Photo 4.14: Trail  

 

 

Figure 4.3:  On-Street Bicycle Facility Continuum 
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Bicycle Facility Selection Framework 

 

Motor vehicle volume and speed are key considerations in identifying a suitable bicycle 

facility.4  Greater motor vehicle volumes increase the number of potential conflicts, while 

higher motor vehicle speeds necessitate increased separation for cyclist to improve 

safety and comfort.  The first component of the facility selection framework is to consider 

motor vehicle speeds.  

 

Table 4.1 summarizes the range of vehicular speeds at which each bicycle facility is 

most likely to be suitable for cyclists.  As motor vehicle speeds increase, the 

consequences that cyclists will experience due to collisions involving motor vehicles 

become more severe.  When selecting a bicycle facility, it is thus important to review 

motor vehicle speeds along routes to determine the most appropriate facility type.  The 

85th percentile operating speed approach is used in a framework to reflect the actual 

conditions experienced by cyclists and motorists on the roadway5.  

 

As seen in Table 4.1, the green range of motor vehicle speeds suggests when a 

particular bicycle facility type would be suitable.  The grey range of motor vehicle speeds 

indicates that the bicycle facility may be suitable but additional factors (e.g., motor 

vehicle volume and specifics around the design of the cycling facility) impact whether a 

particular facility type is suitable.  Where no green or grey colouring is included, a bicycle 

facility is not suitable (TAC, Geometric Design Guide, 1999).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
4 Winters, M., Davidson, G., Kao, D., & Teschke, K. 2011.  Motivators and deterrents of bicycling: comparing influences on decisions to ride. 

Transportation, 38, pp. 153-168. 
5 The 85th percentile speed may be equal to the speed limit, but it may be higher or lower based on the design speed of the roadway, levels of 

enforcement and/or driver behaviour. The 85th percentile speed should be used where possible in selecting and evaluating bikeway facilities. 

When the 85th percentile speed is not available (e.g. on new roadways), the speed limit may be used instead. 
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Table 4.1:  Bikeway Facilities, by roadway 85th percentile speeds 

Legend: 

 Facility is suitable 

 Depends on context 

 Facility is not suitable 

 

Facility 0 Km/h 30 Km/h 50 Km/h 80 Km/h 

Bike Lane     

Buffered bike Lane / Cycle Track    

Shared-Use Path (off-road)   

Shared-Use Road    

Shared-Use Path (Roadside)   

Shared Wide Curb Lane   

Bike Accessible Shoulder   

 

The bicycle facility selection framework will help the District identify routes for 

infrastructure upgrades.  Analysis of the existing conditions and influencing factors 

affirms the need to upgrade Mission’s bicycle network.  Many of the existing shared-use 

roads should be upgraded to buffered bicycle lanes, or at minimum, a conventional bike 

lane.  Bike lanes and buffered bike lanes provide dedicated space and greater 

separation between cyclists and adjacent vehicle traffic.  

 

Placing cyclists in a buffered bike lane and/or bike lane moves the cyclists out of the 

door zone, reducing potential conflicts.  Cyclists ride close to parked cars to avoid 

adjacent fast moving vehicles.  The placement of a cyclist in a travel lane can result in 

being “doored” – colliding with an open vehicle door.  A City of Vancouver cycling safety 

study identified dooring as the most common type of reported collision.  The study found 

that approximately 20 percent of doorings occurred on local street bikeways, the 

equivalent of the shared-use roads in Mission.   

 

The proposed bicycle network (Figure 4.4) is based on addressing the barriers to cycling 

identified by the public, increasing the network density of routes, upgrading existing 

facilities and building a comprehensive network informed by the facility selection 

framework.  
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Recommended steps include: 

 Upgrade existing facilities on select routes (e.g., upgrade 7th Avenue shared-

use to a designated buffered bike lane or bicycle lane). 

 Increase the density of routes in the urban areas first, followed by rural areas. 

 Prioritize projects for upgrades based on development opportunities, project 

readiness, or project costs (e.g., a utility project, road upgrade or a new 

development present opportunities to upgrade a bicycle facility).   

 Amend the Zoning Bylaw to provide requirements for the bicycle parking and 

end-of-trip facilities, and also develop design guidelines to regulate the overall 

quality and design of end-of-trip facilities.  These requirements may also 

consider flexible parking requirements that allow for reductions in automobile 

parking if the number of bicycle parking spaces provided exceeds the District’s 

minimum requirements. 

 Explore supportive programs to better educate and encourage Mission residents 

to cycle.  

 

The network shows an increase in the density of cycling facilities as well as the different 

types of facilities being recommended to the District. 
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Figure 4.4:  Proposed Bicycle Network Vision for the District of Mission 
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The proposed network is based on an evaluation of the current road network and 

selecting the most suitable bicycle facility.  These facilities are recommended based on 

both short- and long-term implementation and upgrades to bicycle routes and facility 

type.  

 

Buffered bike lanes or bike lanes are recommended in the short-term for arterials 

roadways. In the long-term, the District is encouraged to consider protected cycling 

facilities along these routes.  Along collector roads, buffered bike lanes or bike lanes 

are recommended.  Where space is constrained on collector roadways, adding a bike 

lane in the uphill direction and a shared lane marking in the downhill direction is an 

alternative.  For local streets, continuing to use the shared-use designation with 

pavement markings, reduce speeds to 30 km/h and add traffic calming devices are 

advised.  Adding traffic calming along these routes helps remind motorist that the 

routes are designated facilities and encourages compliance with reduce travel speeds. 

For all routes outside the urban core, wide shoulders are recommended to 

accommodate both pedestrian and bicycle travel. 

 

The topography and steep slope in Mission make expanding the north-south routes 

more of a challenge.  Following the recommended bicycle facility grid density will help 

reduce the distances between designated routes and improve access north-south.  For 

example, the distance between Stave Lake Road and Grant Street is 1.2 km.  

Following the suggested network density of a route every 200 to 400 metres in the 

urban core and 400 to 800 metres in the urban residential areas, the District could 

designate Horne Street or Dunsmuir Street as bicycle routes to reduce the distance 

between bicycle routes.  The increased density of routes will improve connectivity 

across the community. 

 

As the Silverdale neighbourhood is developed, routes along Gunn Avenue and 

Silverdale Avenue, are identified as future connections between Silverdale and central 

Mission to improve the link between the neighbourhoods.  As a new road network is 

created, using the bicycle facility selection framework is encouraged to build high 

quality cycling facilities in this part of the District.  Extending the route from 2nd Avenue 

downtown along 1st Avenue is recommended as it links to Fraser Crescent and could 

provide a good alternate route that links to the shops and services along the Lougheed 

Corridor and Cedar Valley Connector.   

 

Using the recommended grid for connectivity and upgrading the bicycle facilities in 

accordance with Table 4.1 and as recommended in Figure 4.4, Mission can improve 

the safety of cycling routes, build a solid network that connects cyclists to popular 

destinations and create a comprehensive bicycle network that will attract cyclists of all 

ages and abilities. 
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5. TRANSIT STRATEGY 
 

This section of the Transportation Master Plan presents a long-term strategy for transit 

in the District of Mission.  Achieving the vision, goals, and objectives of the 

Transportation Master Plan will require significant investments in transit services, 

facilities, and support measures.  This includes the provision of attractive, convenient 

transit services that offer enticing alternatives to driving, as well as the provision of 

transit facilities and support measures that enhance the performance and reliability of 

transit services. 

 

5.1 Existing Conditions 
 

Public transit is a significant alternative to automobile travel in Mission and in the 

Central Fraser Valley Region, as it accounts for approximately 3 percent of all trips to 

work in the District of Mission.  Public transit can offer competitive travel times and 

reduce overall environmental and community impacts of vehicle transportation.  For 

those who do not drive, transit is the only option for getting to jobs, school, shopping 

areas, and recreational centres.   

 

The existing transit system in the District of Mission is made up of conventional transit 

that provides local service within the municipality and regional service to Abbotsford, 

and beyond.  The District’s local public transit services are largely centered on the 

Downtown Centre Transit Exchange located on 2nd Avenue (Photo 5.1).  

 

 

Photo 5.1: Buses arrive and depart from Mission’s Downtown Centre Transit Exchange 
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From this transit exchange, six local one-way transit routes service the District.  The 

regional routes are serviced by the Abbotsford-Mission Connector, which travels from 

Mission to Matsqui Village and Abbotsford, as well as the West Coast Express 

commuter rail and TrainBus services that provide westbound travel to Maple Ridge, 

Coquitlam Centre, Port Moody, and downtown Vancouver during the morning peak 

travel period and eastbound travel back to Mission from these locations during the 

afternoon peak travel period.  For customers with physical or cognitive disabilities that 

prevent them from using the conventional system, HandyDART service is also 

provided.   

 

5.2 Shaping Influences 
 

Local transit service for Mission is provided by BC Transit as part of the Central Fraser 

Valley Transit System. In 2014, the total cost to run the Central Fraser Valley Transit 

System was $12.92 million.  Funding for this system came from transit fares ($2.88 

million or 22.3 percent), provincial funding ($6.03 million or 46.7 percent), property 

taxes ($3.98 million or 30.8 percent), and bus advertising ($0.03 million or 0.2 percent).  

In the future, as demand for transit services increase, the lack of funding commitment 

from any of the funding agencies can delay the continued advancement of the 

services. 

 

Key plans that influence the transit system include the Provincial Transit Plan, the 

Abbotsford-Mission Transit Future Plans for the Central Fraser Valley, and the 

Community Energy and Emissions Plan.  These plans are outlined below as they 

relate to the Transportation Master Plan. 

 

The Provincial Transit Plan (2008) 

 

The Provincial Transit Plan is British Columbia’s $14 billion plan for expanding fast, 

reliable, and green transit.  The Plan emphasizes that, from a transportation 

perspective, the best means of reducing greenhouse gas emissions is to focus on 

dramatically increasing transit ridership (thereby reducing single occupancy vehicles), 

linking transit to active modes of travel (walking and cycling) and encouraging transit 

supportive land uses.  To support this, the Plan sets out a number of quantifiable 

targets, one of which includes increasing transit mode share in regional centres such 

as Mission, from 3 percent today to 4 percent in 2020 and 5 percent in 2030.  The 

Transportation Master Plan’s Transit Strategy is designed to achieve the goals found 

within the Provincial Transit Plan. 
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Abbotsford-Mission Transit Future Plan (2013) 

 

BC Transit has completed Transit Future Plans for the Central Fraser Valley, which in 

parallel with the Transportation Master Plan, is intended to provide direction to the 

District and BC Transit regarding the long-term needs of Mission with respect to transit 

services.  The Plan sets a ridership target for the Central Fraser Valley of 15 million 

annual passengers in 2036, which is a six fold increase in annual ridership when 

compared to 2011, and would result in an 8 percent transit mode share.  The Transit 

Future Plan also includes the following goals: 

 Transit supports and enhances economic development by integrating with land 

use. 

 Transit is an attractive transportation choice by being reliable, safe, 

convenient, accessible and integrated with other transportation modes. 

 Transit is efficient and cost effective. 

 Excellent customer service and communication improve the image of transit. 

 Service contributes to environmental sustainability. 

 

The Transit Future Plan builds on the strategic direction for transit in Mission by 

providing details related to the services, infrastructure and network required to meet 

the vision and goals in the Transportation Master Plan. 

 

Community Energy and Emissions Plan (2011) 

 

Developed in 2011 for the District of Mission, the Community Energy and Emissions 

Plan (CEEP) proposes an alternative land development scenario to that of the OCP.  

The CEEP proposes a transit-oriented land development scenario which builds on 

transit planning in the Fraser Valley and accommodates new growth in densities that 

support a possible contemplated frequent transit network in Mission.  The scenario 

places the majority of new growth in higher densities around the downtown and the 

waterfront areas.  A frequent transit network provides service to the higher density 

areas. 

 

Transit Influencing Factors 

 

The demand for transit services is highly influenced by a combination of factors, 

including the level and quality of transit service, and transportation systems within 

Mission.  The development of a transit system that is tailored to the needs of Mission 

residents involves consideration of these key components that make up and influence 

such a system.  The following figure, Figure 5.1, and discussion provide a broad 

overview of the factors that influence the attractiveness of transit.   
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Figure 5.1 Factors Influencing the Success of Transit 

 

The discussion identifies those factors that are addressed specifically within the 

Transportation Master Plan.   

 Transit services are a key determinant of the success of transit. Transit 

service must be attractive in order to generate ridership, and must generate 

sufficient ridership to become cost-effective and justify more resources.  The 

primary contributors toward attractive transit service levels are coverage 

(amount of the community within walking distance of transit), frequency of 

service, and directness of routing between key destinations.  If transit ridership 

and mode share are to increase, improvements in all aspects of service quality 

are required to ensure the retention of existing customers and the ability to 

attract new customers.  The network of the future will also have to include 

more non-commuter trips, a travel market that is difficult to capture. 

 Demographic and socio-economic factors have a significant influence on 

the attractiveness of transit and include age structure of the population, 

income, and automobile ownership.  In particular, the area’s demographics are 

shifting towards an older population, with the proportion of people over the age 

of 65 forecast to increase from 12 percent in 2010 to 21 percent in 2036.  This 

will place additional pressures on the transit system, particularly on custom 

and accessible transit services.  As the number of elderly residents increases, 

transit service, “Busy Bus” and HandyDART service will need to expand and 

provide more neighbourhood oriented transit to address the mobility limitations 

of the elderly. 

 

Transit 
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 Land use patterns can significantly influence the overall pattern of travel in 

Mission and, consequently, the success of transit and include type, density, 

and form.  The relationship between land use patterns and transit service 

levels is critical.  For example, higher density mixed-use areas can typically 

generate high transit ridership, which, in turn, supports attractive levels of 

service.  Conversely, low-density, single-use areas (such as single-family 

residential) with curvilinear street patterns typically generate single-purpose 

trip making, directional travel patterns, and increased travel times.  These 

characteristics make transit service more costly to provide and generate low 

ridership.  Low ridership discourages the provision of higher frequency service, 

thereby further discouraging the use of transit.  Land use patterns can support 

transit oriented communities through the creation of mobility hubs that support 

walking, biking and transit.  Mobility hubs support denser land uses, a different 

transportation network with a different mix of transportation services.  Roads 

within mobility hubs emphasize the movement of people, and are walkable, 

ridable and include interesting destinations and experiences. 

 Transportation system roads provide accessibility and mobility for all modes 

of travel.  The layout and classification of the road network can affect the 

quality and attractiveness of transit service in a community.  Some road 

network patterns can result in circuitous routing for transit vehicles, thereby 

dramatically increasing travel time and reducing the attractiveness of transit.  

The integration of other modes with transit service is also a key determinant of 

transit success.  Bicycle and pedestrian access can be negatively affected by 

poor road network facilities and linkages that increase cycling or walking 

distances to transit.  Although there is little opportunity to modify the layout of 

the established road network within Mission, the road network section of the 

Transportation Master Plan uses transit accessibility as a key criterion in the 

development of road network options.   

 Transit supportive measures many transit facilities can be enhanced to 

improve transit travel time and to provide more comfort and convenience to 

users.  These measures would make transit more competitive with the private 

automobile to attract new riders and encourage existing riders to continue 

using transit.  Examples of transit supportive measures include the provision of 

comfortable and safe pedestrian connections to and from bus stops, transit 

priority measures, which reduce travel time by favouring the movement of 

transit vehicles over private automobiles, and safe, secure, and comfortable 

passenger waiting areas (such as bus shelters with adequate illumination).  

Furthermore, transit exchanges can intercept vehicle trips generated from the 

periphery of the transit service area and provide convenient access to transit 

by all modes.  They also serve as major transfer locations between transit 

services. 
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 Travel patterns are influenced by the location of population and employment 

and strongly influence the success of transit service.  For the purposes of 

transit planning, it is important to understand the current patterns of travel, 

including how much travel is occurring, why people travel, when people travel, 

where people travel, and how people travel. 

 

5.3 Facts and Observations 
 

The transit system in Mission is comprised of six local routes, which provide access to 

major destinations such as the downtown core, the Mission hospital, Mission Hills Mall, 

Junction Mall, and the University of the Fraser Valley Heritage Park Centre campus.  

Regional connections are provided to Abbotsford on the Route 31 – Valley Connector 

and to Vancouver via the West Coast Express.  The Mission system is designed as a 

“hub-and-spoke” system as shown in Figure 5.2, meaning that the routes meet at a 

centre point (the downtown exchange) and allow passengers to transfer to other routes 

before departing.   
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Source:  http://bctransit.com/central-fraser-valley/home, accessed Oct. 9, 2015 

Figure 5.2:  District of Mission Transit System 

 

Service Frequencies and Hours of Service 

 

Approximately 25,200 service hours were provided in Mission in 2011-2012.  All routes 

begin and end at the Downtown Mission Exchange with Routes 32, 33 and 34 

operating every 30 minutes between 6:00 a.m. – 6:30 p.m. on weekdays and between 

8:00 a.m. – 6:30 p.m. on Saturdays.  Route 35 – Hatzic provides limited service to 

Hatzic Monday to Saturday, and Route 39 – Shopper Shuttle provides service between 

seniors’ housing and shopping and medical destinations Monday to Saturday.  Route 

40 – East Mission Night is a one way loop that covers most of the area served by 

Routes 33 and 34.  It offers limited evening service Monday – Saturday, and 

throughout the day on Sunday.  Only Routes 32 and 40 provide limited Sunday 
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service, and transit service is not provided on statutory holidays.  The vehicle 

headways for transit routes in Mission are shown in Table 5.1 below. 

 

Table 5.1:  Mission Transit Route Headways 

Route Route Description 
Headways (minutes) 

AM Peak Mid-Day PM Peak Evening Saturday Sunday 

31 
Abbotsford – Mission 

Connector 
15 30 15 30 30 60 

32 West Heights 30 30 30 30 30-60 60 

33 Cedar Valley 30 30 30 NA 30 NA 

34 East Side 30 30 30 NA 30 NA 

35 Hatzic 30 180 150 NA 150-210 NA 

39 Shopper Shuttle 60 60-80 60 NA 60-90 NA 

40 East Mission Night NA NA NA 50 40* 30-60 

 

  Note:  Evenings only (6:45 PM to 8:10 PM) 

 

As shown in Table 5.1 above, transit service is not provided on four routes during the 

evening hours and on Sundays.  In addition, no transit service is provided on any 

routes during statutory holidays.  This may severely limit the availability of transit for 

captive patrons by restricting travel to daytime hours only.  Also for these patrons, 

participation in events during statutory holidays also may not be possible without 

transit service. 

 

In addition to public transit, the Mission Association for Seniors Housing (M.A.S.H) and 

The Cedars coordinates the use of the community “Busy Bus” for several senior 

organization’s care and retirement homes.  This enables many seniors to get out and 

enjoy community events and amenities. 

 

Regional & Inter-Regional Service 

 

Regional transit service connection in Mission consists of a north / south connection to 

Abbotsford and an east / west connection to Metro Vancouver. 

 

Abbotsford – Mission 

 

One route connects Abbotsford and Mission, Route 31 – Valley Connector, which 

operates between downtown Mission, Matsqui Village, and Abbotsford’s Bourquin and 

Downtown Exchanges.  On weekdays, it offers limited stop service every 15 minutes in 

the peak periods, and every 30 minutes in off-peak times.  Fifteen percent of all trips 

that begin in Mission are destined for Abbotsford, and 4 percent of all trips that begin in 
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Abbotsford terminate in Mission.  When combined, the actual demand between these 

two north-south communities is the same as the demand between Mission and the 

western municipalities within Metro Vancouver.   

 

Mission – Metro Vancouver 

 

The West Coast Express (WCE), shown in Photos 5.2 – 5.4, operates train and bus 

service five days a week (except on statutory holidays) between downtown Mission 

and downtown Vancouver.   

 

   

Photo 5.2:  WCE station in 

Mission 

Photo 5.3: WCE at station 

platform 

Photo 5.4: WCE station platform  

and pedestrian overpass 

 

The WCE is an operating subsidiary of TransLink.  Five trains operate in the 

westbound direction during the morning and return at the end of the day.  About 

11,000 passengers per day are carried on the WCE.  In addition, the WCE TrainBus 

service using highway coaches is provided outside of WCE operating hours to 

supplement the regular rush hour service.  The TrainBus provides service to the same 

stations as the West Coast Express, departing Mission once in the late morning, and 

arriving Eastbound in Mission once in the late afternoon, and twice after the last train.  

The majority of riders boarding in Mission are from Mission (57 percent) and 38 

percent are from Abbotsford.  The District of Mission currently subsidizes TransLink for 

the extension of this service to Mission in the amount of about $800,000 annually.  

However, many of the West Coast Express patrons accessing the service at the 

Mission Station are from Abbotsford and other areas in the Fraser Valley, which are 

not required to provide a subsidy to TransLink. 

 

In addition, the Fraser Valley Express (FVX) transit service, which began in April 2015, 

travels along Highway 1 and connects four independent transit systems: Agassiz-

Harrison, Chilliwack, Central Fraser Valley, and TransLink. Mission residents can 

connect with other communities both within the Fraser Valley and between the Fraser 

Valley and Metro Vancouver using this service. 

 



TRANSPORTATION MASTER PLAN  

 

 

 
 
 

  Page 5 - 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Passenger Area Amenities 

 

Passenger waiting area amenities at transit stops in Mission include bus benches and 

bus shelters at some locations.  The passenger waiting area amenities for each transit 

route are shown in Table 5.2 below. 

 

Table 5.2:  Passenger Waiting Area Amenities 

Route Route Description 
Total Bus 

Stops 

Benches Bus Shelters 

Number % Number % 

31 
Abbotsford – Mission 

Connector 
6 4 67% 2 33% 

32 West Heights 30 12 40% 4 13% 

33 Cedar Valley 28 6 21% 1 4% 

34 East Side 30 3 10% 1 3% 

35 Hatzic 4 1 25% 0 0% 

40 East Mission Night 35 11 31% 1 3% 

 
Totals and Percentage 133 37 28% 9 7% 

 

Note:  Bus stop location information for Route 39 was unavailable and therefore not included. 

 

As noted in Table 5.2 above, passenger waiting area amenities within Mission are very 

limited, less than a third of transit stops have seating, and less than 10 percent have 

shelter for transit patrons from inclement weather. 

 

Transit Route Performance 

 

The performance of individual transits routes, in terms of usage, is shown in Table 5.3 

below.  All of Mission’s transit routes are local transit routes with a target threshold and 

minimum threshold of 25 and 12 boardings per hour, respectively.  All of these routes 

meet or exceed the target threshold level, with the exception of Route 39 and 

Route 40.  Route 40, the East Mission Night service, does not meet the minimum 

performance threshold for transit usage. 

 

As shown in Table 5.3 above, approximately 80 percent of the daily transit trips within 

Mission are serviced by three transit routes: Route 32 West Heights, Route 33 Cedar 

Valley, and Route 34 East Side. 
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Table 5.3:  Transit Route Performance 

Route Route Description 
Passenger 

Boardings 
Weekday Hours 

Boardings per 

Hour 

31 Abbotsford – Mission Connector 895 37.25 24 

32 West Heights 389 16.07 24.2 

33 Cedar Valley 362 12.87 28.1 

34 East Side 401 12.58 31.9 

35 Hatzic 91 2.75 33.1 

39 Shopper Shuttle 110 8.83 12.5 

40 East Mission Night 15 1.45 10.3* 

 

Source: CFV – BC Transit Service Improvement Review, March 2015 

Note: Boardings per hour is less than minimum desired threshold. 

 

Transit System Performance 

 

The overall performance of the Mission Transit System was compared to other similar 

communities in B.C., the provincial average for communities served by BC Transit, and 

the average for all Canadian communities with populations less than 50,000 people.  A 

summary of this comparison is shown in Table 5.4 below. 

 

Table 5.4:  Mission Transit System Relative Performance Comparison 

Community Population* 

Annual 

Service 

Hours** 

Annual 

Ridership** 

Annual 

Service Hours 

per Capita 

Rides 

per 

Capita 

Rides per 

Service 

Hour 

Mission 37,600 23,228 502,450 0.62 13.36 21.63 

Cowichan Valley 38,873 26,785 354,367 0.69 9.12 13.23 

Vernon 36,483 27,499 452,935 0.75 12.41 16.47 

Penticton 30,751 23,213 420,614 0.75 13.68 18.12 

Comox Valley 45,585 28,856 594,188 0.63 13.03 20.59 

BCT Peer 

System Average* 
34,705 25,426 461,130 0.73 13.29 18.14 

Canadian City 

Average*** 
<50,000 NA NA 0.69 14.07 20.87 

 

Notes: 

*Population served by transit. 

**Annual Service Hours and Ridership from BC Transit 2016/17 Annual Operating Agreements. 

***Based on CUTA Canadian Transit Fact Book, 2014 Operating Data for systems serving populations 

<50,000 residents. 
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In general, the transit service hours provided per capita in Mission is lower than that of 

the average B.C and Canadian community.  This is also similar to the other 

comparative communities of Penticton and Vernon.  The rides per capita is also 

considerably lower than the Canadian average, but slightly higher than the B.C. 

average.  However, the rides per service hour are relatively high, indicating that 

despite Mission perhaps being under served by transit, the existing transit system is 

very efficient when compared to other similar communities, and in that regard is 

performing well. 

 

The existing transit garage that services the transit fleet serving the Central Fraser 

Valley Transit System was built in 2001 and is located at 1225 Riverside Road in the 

City of Abbotsford.  The transit garage was built to accommodate 58 buses (40 heavy 

duty and 18 light duty buses), but recently there are 38 heavy duty buses, 7 medium 

duty buses and 17 light duty buses stored and serviced on site, for a total fleet of 62.  

Therefore the transit vehicle garage and service facility is currently operating at 

capacity.  Prior to expansion of any transit network service, the capacity of this facility 

needs to be expanded. 

 

Busing to Public Schools in Mission 

 

Currently, School District #75 in Mission provides for the busing of students to and 

from school for those students residing outside the walk limits to attend their 

neighbourhood school for a small annual fee.  The walk limits are: 

 Elementary students residing less than 4 kilometres from a school by the 

nearest passable road. 

 Secondary and middle school students residing less than 4.8 kilometres from a 

school by the nearest passable road. 

 All students living within 3.2 kilometres of the nearest bus stop are responsible 

for getting to the bus stop. 

 

However, the School District is dealing with projected funding shortages for future 

years and may need to reduce or eliminate this service in the future, which could 

transfer the busing of students to the public transit system. 
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5.4 Long-Term Transit Strategy 
 

The long-term transit strategy focuses on the following key factors that influence the 

attractiveness and success of transit: 

 Transit services; 

 Demographic and socio-economic factors; 

 Land use patterns; 

 Transportation system; and 

 Transit supportive measures. 

 

Transit Services 

 

The Central Fraser Valley Transit Future Network for Mission proposes three service 

layers: frequent, local, and targeted service.  The Mission Transit Future Network 

specifically proposes: 

 Frequent transit service connecting downtown, the West Coast Express, the 

Junction Shopping Centre, Mission Hills shopping centre, future waterfront 

development and the commercial district along Highway 7; 

 Frequent transit connection between Abbotsford and Mission; 

 Strong grid network throughout the community to allow for direct trips during 

15 minute peak service; 

 Direct service to the Hospital, the Municipal Hall, Cedar Valley Centre and the 

University of Fraser Valley; and 

 Targeted transit providing connections from the lower density neighbourhoods 

of Hatzic, Cedar Valley and Silverdale into Mission. 

 

This Future Transit Network plan is shown in Figure 5.3 below. 
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Source:  http://bctransit.com/central-fraser-valley/home, accessed Oct. 9, 2015 

Figure 5.3: Future Transit Network Plan 

 

The Transportation Master Plan supports this future transit network and in addition 

recommends the following transit network strategies: 

 Increase the capacity of the transit vehicle service facility by either expanding 

the existing facility in Abbotsford or adding a satellite transit vehicle service 

centre in Mission. 

 Routes 32, 33, and 34 be upgraded to two-way routes.  These routes service 

80 percent of the internal transit trips in Mission but are very circuitous for 

transit patrons wishing to travel against the current route direction. 

 Routes 33 and 34 hours of service be extended to include evenings and 

weekends (including Sundays). 

 Transit service on all local routes be provided on Statutory Holidays consistent 

with service being provided for Saturdays. 

 With the extension of Automated Light Rail Transit to Coquitlam Centre, that 

the planned future local transit route along Highway 7 to Maple Ridge and Pitt 

Meadows be combined with the West Coast Express TrainBus route to provide 

a highway bus service connecting Mission with the Coquitlam Centre Light Rail 

Transit (LRT) station.  The highway bus service to be provided seven days a 
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week and have hours of operation consistent with the hours of the LRT 

service.  The route to include stops in Maple Ridge, Pitt Meadows, and Port 

Coquitlam.  This strategy would require collaboration and partnership between 

Mission, BC Transit, and TransLink to implement. 

 Renegotiate the funding subsidy to TransLink for the West Coast Express 

commuter train service to address the inequities of the current funding 

arrangements. 

 

The forecast peak hour boardings by transit route for these transit service changes and 

the forecast growth in population and employment to the year 2045, are shown in 

Table 5.5. 

 

Table 5.5:  Transit Route Peak Hour Boardings Forecast 

Route Description 
2013 2045 Percent Growth 

AM Peak PM Peak AM Peak PM Peak AM Peak PM Peak 

31 
Abbotsford – 

Mission 
252 123 735 429 192% 249% 

32 West Heights 
31 15 46 16 48% 7% 

33 Cedar Valley 
27 12 140 66 419% 450% 

34 East Side 
46 16 100 49 117% 206% 

35 Hatzic 
30 6 29 13 -3% 117% 

36 Grand 
NA NA 120 54 NA NA 

38 
Mission-Maple 

Ridge 
NA NA 333 308 NA NA 

 

Source: Transit route boarding forecasts extracted from Mission Transportation Model 

 

Demographic and Socio-Economic Factors 

 

With the forecast population growth and the estimated proportional increase in the 

population of seniors in Mission, the need for HandyDART service will be required to 

be monitored.  Increased service levels provided will need to meet the increases in 

demand. 
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Land Use Patterns 

 

Consistent with the Community Energy and Emissions Plan, the Official Community 

Plan should be amended to accommodate new growth with higher densities around 

the downtown and the waterfront as mobility hubs, to be supported with Frequent 

Transit Network service.   

 

The planned growth areas in Cedar Valley and Silverdale should also be developed as 

mobility hubs.  Mobility hubs support denser land uses, a different transportation 

network with a different mix of transportation services.  Roads within mobility hubs 

emphasize the movement of people, and are walkable, ridable and include interesting 

destinations and experiences.   

 

Infrastructure accommodates all modes of travel and are attractive and accessible for 

people of all ages and levels of mobility.  The road network in mobility hubs strives to 

develop “complete streets” that better balance the needs of all road users.   

 

Transportation System 

 

For the Frequent Transit Network Service routes along Highway 7 and Highway 11, 

queue jumper lanes and transit signal phases should be considered at key 

intersections that experience undue queuing and delay.  Alternatively, transit signal 

priority should be considered for future Frequent Transit Network routes within Mission 

and adjacent areas serviced by the routes. 

 

Transit Supportive Measures 

 

Passenger waiting area amenities (bus shelters, trash bins, pedestrian scale lighting, 

and transit route information) should be provided at all transit stops along the future 

Frequent Transit Network and along Routes 32, 33, and 34. 
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6. ROAD NETWORK PLAN 
 

Maintaining a safe and efficient road network to support all modes is one of the key 

elements to supporting mobility and quality of life in Mission.  The Road Network Plan 

is a critical component of the Transportation Master Plan as it accommodates the 

efficient movement of goods and people by all modes of travel.  The road network is 

designed to support mobility for all modes of travel including general purpose traffic, 

goods movement by truck, transit, walking and cycling. 

 

There are many issues facing the District’s road network today and over the next 

30 years.  Discussions with community stakeholders and results from a technical 

review of current and forecast traffic conditions provides insights into the shaping 

influences on the road network as well as the long-term challenges as highlighted 

below. 

 

6.1 Existing Conditions 
 

Mission has a generally well established road network grid within the existing urban 

centre, particularly in the east/west direction.  The main east/west roads are 

7th Avenue, 14th Avenue, Best Avenue, Cherry Avenue, and Dewdney Trunk Road.  

Also the Lougheed Highway is a major east/west road connecting Mission with the 

neighbouring cities of Maple Ridge, and Hope.  In the north/south direction, the grid is 

interrupted at several locations, providing a discontinuous road network.  The main 

north/south roads in Mission are Wren Street, Cedar Street, and Stave Lake Street.  In 

addition, Highway 11 is the major north/south connection between Mission and 

Abbotsford.   

 

The road network consists of about 300 km of roads, which are classified as municipal 

corridor, collector and local roads.  The road network has 9 signalized intersections, 

and 4 intersections with pedestrian signals.  In addition, there are a number of traffic 

signals located on the Provincial highways which are under the jurisdiction of the 

Ministry of Transportation.  A map of Mission showing the existing road classifications 

is shown in Figure 6.1. 
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Figure 6.1:  Existing Road Classifications 
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6.2 Shaping Influences 
 

Mission is located within the Fraser Valley which has consistently been one of the 

fastest growing regions in British Columbia.  Over the next 30 years, population and 

employment opportunities in Mission are forecast to grow by over 50 percent, as 

shown in the Table 6.1 below. 

 

Table 6.1:  Demographic Forecasts for Mission 

Demographic 
Horizon Year 

2011 2026 2041 

Population 37,347 45,600 55,678 

Employment 16,059 20,520 25,612 

 

Source:  FVRD Regional Growth Strategy DRAFT, 2014 

 

The planned growth areas in Cedar Valley and Silverdale areas, and the planned 

higher densities around the downtown and the waterfront, will generate greater travel 

demand on Mission’s existing road network, as well as require new roads.  To better 

understand how this growth will impact the road network, a transportation macro-

simulation model was developed for Mission and the surrounding region.  To represent 

land use and transportation conditions within Mission at the 30 year horizon, 

assumptions that influence transportation demand (the forecast population and 

employment activity), as well as transportation supply (network configuration and 

capacity) were undertaken.   

 

On the demand side, the population and employment demographic forecasts for 

Mission have been disaggregated by traffic zone to facilitate travel demand modelling.  

The demographic forecasts by traffic modelling zone are shown in Figure 6.2. 

 

On the supply side, the network changes assumed to form part of the 30 year horizon 

networks have been established through discussions with Mission representatives and 

from documented previous studies.  For the road network, the proposed road system 

for the Silverdale area has been included in the 30 year horizon network.  For the 

transit network, the transit system as proposed in the Abbotsford – Mission, Transit 

Future Plan prepared by BC Transit, second stage of implementation, with service 

changes as proposed in Section 5.0 on this Plan, were included as the 30 year horizon 

transit network. 
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.  

Figure 6.2:  Demographic Forecasts by Traffic Zone 
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In addition to this future demographic forecast, two alternate growth scenarios were 

also tested.  One scenario was for an accelerated growth rate to reach a population of 

64,290 by 2041.  The second alternate scenario was a full buildout of the current OCP, 

with Mission having a population of 81,000.   

 

6.3 Facts and Observations 
 

Municipal Truck Route 

 

The District of Mission’s Truck Bylaw requires that trucks use the truck route network to 

reach destinations within Mission.  Should a truck’s destination not be located on a 

truck route, the truck must take the shortest route possible to their destination from the 

truck route, and back. 

 

A goal of the Transportation Master Plan is to provide truck routes that meet truck 

traffic needs to flow efficiently and expeditiously, with minimal disruption and maximum 

safety for the public.  Upon review and based on stakeholder feedback, the existing 

municipal truck route appears to satisfy this goal.  Noting that other than concerns with 

truck traffic on the Provincial Highways within downtown, no objections with the 

existing municipal truck routes were received during the public consultation for this 

study.  Consequently, no changes are proposed to the existing municipal truck route 

by the Transportation Master Plan.  The existing municipal truck routes and the primary 

truck destinations by zoning are shown on Figure 6.3. 

 

However, the District has the following concerns with truck traffic at specific locations 

within downtown area: 

 Truck turning at Murray Street & Lougheed Highway is a concern.  Murray 

Street overpass has a 12% grade and a tight turning radius, which can 

contribute to increased queue lengths and traffic backups. 

 Left turning trucks during peak hours at Lougheed Highway & Highway 11 are 

contributing to long backups. 
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Figure 6.3:  Municipal Truck Route 
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Road Safety Performance 

 

ICBC collects and maintains statistics for all reported collisions in British Columbia.  

The collision data classifies collisions based on the type of collision as casualty or 

property damage only, and also includes reported collisions involving pedestrians or 

cyclists.  Collision data was provided for all collisions reported to ICBC between 2009 

and 2013.  As shown in Table 6.2, the highest collision locations throughout Mission 

are generally found at various intersections with Cedar Street, 7th Avenue, and 

Lougheed Highway. 

 

Table 6.2:  Road Network Safety Performance 

Road Cross-Road 

Property 

Damage 

Only 

Casualty 
Total 

Crashes 

Percent 

of High 

Severity 

Crashes 

Pedestrian 

Involved 

Crashes 

Cyclist 

Involved 

Crashes 

Lougheed Highway Highway 11 220 211 431 49% 1 1 

7th Avenue Cedar Street 41 68 109 62% 5 1 

1st Avenue 
Glascow 

Avenue 
50 53 103 51% 0 0 

Lougheed Highway Wren Street 50 35 85 41% 0 0 

Lougheed Highway Hurd Street 38 45 83 54% 0 0 

14th Avenue Cedar Street 22 30 52 58% 1 2 

Lougheed Highway Nelson Street 26 26 52 50% 0 0 

Abbotsford / Mission Bridge 19 32 51 63% 0 1 

Lougheed Highway 
Hayward 

Connector 
26 11 37 30% 0 0 

Lougheed Highway Park Street 14 22 36 61% 2 1 

Lougheed Highway 
Silverdale 

Avenue 
6 16 32 50% 0 1 

Lougheed Highway McLean Street 5 16 31 52% 0 0 

1st Avenue Horne Street 12 18 30 60% 1 2 

7th Avenue Grand Street 14 14 28 50% 0 0 

7th Avenue Hurd Street 10 18 28 64% 3 0 

Lougheed Highway 
Dewdney Trunk 

Road 
15 11 26 42% 0 0 

10th Avenue Cedar Street 9 16 25 64% 1 0 

 

A map of these high crash location is shown as Figure 6.4. 
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Figure 6.4:  High Crash Locations 
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A safety review was conducted for the Cedar Street / 7th Avenue intersection and 

safety improvements were implemented in 2014.  The safety performance at this 

intersection should improve going forward.  Other high crash locations which should be 

reviewed for possible road safety mitigations are: 

 Lougheed Highway and Highway 11; 

 1st Avenue and Glascow Avenue; 

 Lougheed Highway and Wren Avenue; 

 Lougheed Highway and Hurd Street; and 

 14th Avenue and Cedar Street. 

 

Roundabouts versus Traffic Signals 

 

Currently, there are no roundabouts at intersections on the road network within 

Mission.  Roundabouts are a relatively new type of intersection control in Canada.  

Comparing roundabouts to established types of control using stop signs and traffic 

signals reveals a clear set of advantages and disadvantages. 

 

Advantages of roundabouts are: 

 Safety – Roundabouts are statistically safer for motorists than other at-grade 

intersections because of lower vehicle speeds, fewer conflict points, and 

reduced angles (where angle and head-on crashes are eliminated or replaced 

by less severe side-swipe and rear-end crashes).  A major study in the United 

States in 2007 looked at changes in motor vehicle crashes after 55 

intersections were converted from stop or traffic signal control to roundabouts.  

It concluded that the roundabouts: 

o Reduced crashes of all types by 35 percent. 

o Reduced injury crashes by 76 percent. 

o Reduced fatal and incapacitating crashes by about 90 percent. 

 Reduced delay – For the same number of lanes, roundabouts almost always 

result in less vehicle delays and shorter queues than signalized intersections.  

This is because there is no lost time (such as, all-red intervals at a signalized 

intersection) and because drivers are free to proceed when there is no 

opposing traffic.  Pedestrian delays tend to be shorter at roundabouts as well. 

 Reduced environmental impacts – Roundabouts result in lower fuel 

consumption and emissions because of the lower vehicle delays.  Also, 

speeds are slower and more uniform at roundabouts, with less starting and 

stopping, and less idling. 
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 Reduced life cycle costs – Costs over a life cycle tend to be lower with 

roundabouts than signalized intersections because there is less need for 

ongoing maintenance.  They can be significantly lower if societal costs of 

motor vehicle crashes are taken into account. 

 

Disadvantages of roundabouts compared to stop signs or traffic signals are: 

 Increased construction and property costs – Construction costs are usually 

higher for roundabouts, particularly in retrofit situations.  This is due to the 

increase in road structure required and need for more concrete curbs, splitter 

islands, and the central island.  Although a roundabout often results in less 

pavement area than a comparable signalized intersection, it usually requires 

more space and will encroach outside the typical right-of-way due to its size 

and alignment of the entrance and exit lanes. 

 Constructability – When a stop-controlled intersection is planned to be 

upgraded to a traffic signal, it can be a relatively straightforward process to 

convert it to a signalized intersection.  At times, left-turn lanes need to be 

added, but often all that is required is the installation of the traffic signal plant.  

The underground plant for the traffic signal may already be in place in 

anticipation of a future signal.  However, converting an existing intersection to 

a roundabout is a complex and often expensive task.  Full road construction 

will be necessary for areas needed for the roundabout that are not already in 

place for the existing intersection, and additional property outside the right-of-

way often has to be acquired. 

 Operational considerations – Unlike signalized intersections where signal 

timings can be altered to account for changes in traffic demand, a roundabout 

must be designed in anticipation of varying demands throughout the day and 

over time.  This makes them difficult to modify in response to unanticipated 

changes in demand in the future. 

 

Considering these advantages and disadvantages, and the circumstances of the 

potential roundabouts at some key intersections in Mission, it appears that the 

construction costs and constructability concerns are minimized by the environment 

benefits, future anticipated traffic demands, and the other potential benefits of 

roundabouts.   
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The key intersections in the current urbanized area of Mission that should be 

considered for a roundabout in the future are: 

 Cedar Street and Dewdney Trunk Road; 

 Cedar Street and Tunbridge Avenue; 

 Cedar Street and Laminman Avenue;  

 Dewdney Trunk Road and Tunbridge Avenue; and 

 Cade Barr Street and Dewdney Trunk Road. 

 

In addition, many of the planned intersections of arterial and collector roads within the 

Silverdale development area could be considered for roundabouts. 

 

Road Network Performance 

 

For the purpose of assessing the performance of the existing and future road network, 

a macro-simulation transportation model for the 2013 and 2045 horizon years was 

constructed.  Available traffic counts from the District of Mission, Ministry of 

Transportation and Infrastructure, and previous traffic studies were used to calibrate 

the 2013 horizon year model.  The resulting traffic demand forecasts for the 2013 AM 

and PM peak hours, and the 2045 AM and PM peak hours, are shown in Figures 6.5, 

6.6, 6.7 and 6.8, respectively.   

 

The ability of individual road links in the road network to accommodate the forecast 

traffic demand was predicted using the lane capacity thresholds shown in Table 6.3.   

 

Table 6.3:  Lane Capacity Thresholds 

Link Approach Capacity per lane 

Stop approach 400 

Signal approach, no extra lane 600 

Signal approach, 1 extra lane* 800 

Signal approach, 2 extra lanes* 1,000 

Signal approach, 3 extra lanes* 1,200 

Free flow 1,600 

Note: auxiliary lane  

 

The resulting road network volume to capacity ratios for the 2013 AM and PM peak 

hours, and the 2045 AM and PM peak hours, are shown in Figures 6.9, 6.10, 6.11 and 

6.12, respectively. 
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Figure 6.5:  2013 AM Peak Traffic Forecast 
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Figure 6.6:  2013 PM Peak Traffic Forecast 
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Figure 6.7:  2045 AM Peak Traffic Forecast 
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Figure 6.8:  2045 PM Peak Traffic Forecast 
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Figure 6.9:  2013 AM Peak Volume to Capacity Ratio 
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Figure 6.10:  2013 PM Peak Volume to Capacity Ratio 
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Figure 6.11:  2045 AM Peak Volume to Capacity Ratio 
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Figure 6.12:  2045 PM Peak Volume to Capacity Ratio 
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6.4 Long-Term Road Network Plan 
 

Updated Road Classification System 

 

The road classification system is designed to guide Mission’s short and long-term 

decisions regarding the configuration and design of roads and supporting facilities, as 

well as relationships with adjacent land uses.  In some cases, the existing classification 

neither reflects the current or planned role and function of a given roadway as 

anticipated.  The road classification system represents the typical form and function for 

each class and provides general guidance for planning and design of the road network.   

 

The typical characteristics of each type of road class are shown in Table 6.4, although 

there may be some variations in the actual characteristics of certain roads. 

 

Table 6.4:  Road Classification Guidelines 

Characteristic 
Road Classification 

Arterial Collector Local 

Expected Traffic 

Demands (veh. / 

day) 

5,000 + 1,000 – 8,000 < 1,000 

Traffic and 

Connectivity 

Regional and cross-town 

traffic connecting to major 

destinations and highways 

Neighbourhood traffic 

connecting to arterials 

Local traffic connecting to 

individual properties and 

collectors 

Typical Travel Lanes 
2 – 4 lanes plus turn lanes 

at intersections 

2 lanes plus turn lanes at 

intersections 
1 – 2 lanes 

Typical Pavement 

Width 
14 – 20 m 12 – 15 m 8.5 – 12 m 

Property Access Limited No limitations No limitations 

Intersection Controls 
Generally traffic signals or 

roundabouts 

Generally stop controlled 

or roundabouts 
Stop controlled 

Transit Services 
Yes – primary and local 

transit 
Yes – local transit No 

Typical Intersection 

Spacing 
400 m 60 m 60 m 

Sidewalks 2 sides 2 sides 1 side 

Typical Bicycling 

Accommodation 

Bike lanes, cycle tracks, 

multi-use paths, or paved 

shoulders  

Bike lanes, shared use 

lanes, or paved shoulders 

Shared use road, traffic 

calming support as 

appropriate 
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Proposed Long –Term Road Network 

 

Based on the existing, forecast or planned usage of roads in Mission, and the 

guidelines noted in Table 6.4, the proposed long-term road network is shown in 

Figure 6.13. 

 

 

Figure 6.13:  Proposed Long-Term Road Network Plan 
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The long-term road network plan, as shown in Figure 6.13, is superimposed on the 

proposed mobility hubs for Mission to demonstrate how the hubs will be 

interconnected.  Trips between the hubs would occur primarily on arterial roads by 

cycling, transit and automobile.  Within the mobility hubs, walking and cycling will be 

predominant modes of travel. 
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7. IMPLEMENTATION 
 

This section presents an implementation and phasing strategy.  For the phasing 

strategy, the priorities identified in the Transportation Master Plan are presented in 

terms of short-term (0 to 5 years), medium-term (5 to 10 years), and long-term (10 to 

20 years).  The following sub-sections summarize the priorities and costs for capital 

improvements identified for the pedestrian, cycling, and road network component plans 

of the Master Transportation Plan.  The cost estimates are conceptual level estimates 

based on early corridor and intersection plans and composite linear unit costs, and are 

intended for discussion purposes only.   

 

7.1 Pedestrian Plan Implementation 
 

The Pedestrian Plan recommends the priority for building a comprehensive network of 

sidewalks or paths based on proximity of pedestrian generators and transit stops.  The 

criteria for determining the priority of sidewalk projects and the weighting assigned to 

each criteria are as follows: 

 Sidewalks within the commercial and residential urban core areas in Mission’s 
downtown and the Cedar Valley mobility hub (weighting of 1);  

 Sidewalk improvements within 100 metres of schools (weighting of 5);  

 Sidewalk improvements within 500 metres of parks (weighting of 1); 

 Sidewalk improvements within 500 metres of recreation centres (weighting 
of 1);  

 Sidewalks within 50 metres of transit stops in urban areas (weighting of 2); and  

 Sidewalks within 50 metres of the Waterfront zoned areas (weighting of 1).  
 

Sidewalk projects which had a priority rating higher than 7 were deemed to be of high 

priority.  Sidewalk projects that had a priority rating between 5 and 7 were deemed to 

be of medium priority.  The remaining sidewalk projects were deemed to be of low 

priority.  Figure 7.1 illustrates the sidewalk projects by priority. 

 

Based on the priorities detailed above, the recommended capital program for sidewalk 

facilities is summarized in Table 7.1.  The capital program proposes to implement the 

high priority projects in the short-term (1 to 5 years) and the medium priority projects in 

the medium-term (6 to 10 years).  The low priority projects would be considered for 

implementation in the long-term period (11 to 20 years) or deferred for possible 

implementation by future land developments. 
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Figure 7.1:  Sidewalk Projects by Priority 
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Table 7.1:  Sidewalk Capital Program Summary 

Priority Length (metres) 
Short-Term Medium-Term Long-Term 

Sidewalk Half Road Sidewalk Half Road Sidewalk Half Road 

High 4,137 $1,240,000 $4,970,000         

Medium 9,293     $2,790,000 $11,150,000 
  

Low 119,989         $36,000,000  $144,000,000  

 

The preliminary capital costs for the sidewalk facilities is based on a unit cost of 

$300  per lineal metre of sidewalk only and $1,200 per lineal metre for half road 

construction (road widening, ditch elimination, storm sewer, curb, gutter, and sidewalk).  

These cost estimates do not account for significant driveway rehabilitation or 

landscaping.  For sidewalk projects where the benefiting properties prefer to have a 

half road construction instead of a sidewalk only project, a Local Improvement Initiative 

could be considered to fund the additional project scope.  The recommended short-

term sidewalk projects are listed in Table 7.2. 

 

Table 7.2:  Short-Term Capital Sidewalk Projects 

Roadway From To 
Approx. Total 

Length (metres) 

Silverdale Ave Rook Cres Wren St 194 

Sandpiper Pl Wren St Sandpiper Dr 189 

Wren St Sandpiper Pl Van Velzen Ave 146 

Wren St Silverdale Ave Robin Cres 288 

Cherry Ave (north side) Harris St Judith St 494 

Cherry Ave (south side) Harris St Judith St 506 

Cherry Ave (north side) Cade Barr St Harris St 502 

Cherry Ave (south side) Aster Terr Harm St 280 

3rd Ave James St Proctor St 99 

5th Ave Welton Ave End of block 147 

6th Ave Welton Ave End of block 142 

5th Ave Murray St End of block 97 

4th Ave Murray St End of block 130 

Welton Ave 6th Ave 5th Ave 68 

9th Ave Sharpe St  Stave Lake St 121 

8th Ave Sharpe St  Stave Lake St 138 

Draper St (west side) Cemetery Ave Dewdney Trunk Rd 331 

Draper St (east side) Weaver Cres Henry Ave 264 

Total 4,137 
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7.2 Bicycle Plan Implementation 
 

Recognizing that bicycle ridership in Mission is currently low, there is a significant 

potential for growth in bicycle use.  Several projects have been identified as potential 

bicycle capital improvements to be implemented in the next 20 years.  Many of the 

projects can be implemented in conjunction with road improvements to ensure a 

practical and affordable approach to bicycle improvements.  Several of these proposed 

bicycle projects provide improved cyclist connections to downtown Mission, West 

Coast Express Commuter Rail Station, and the Cedar Valley mobility hub.  The 

projects also facilitate regional cycling connections to destinations outside of Mission.   

 

The recommended cycling improvement projects for the short, medium and long-term 

capital programs are shown in Figure 7.2. 
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Figure 7.2: Recommended Cycling Improvement Projects 



TRANSPORTATION MASTER PLAN  

 

 

 
 
 

  Page 7 - 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The recommended cycling improvement projects are:  

 

The Crosstown Bike Route 

 Project 1: 7th Avenue Bike Lanes, from Cedar Street to the east end of 

7th Avenue. This project entails reallocating road space along 7th Avenue to 

accommodate 2 travel lanes, 2 bike lanes, and 2 parking lanes within the 

existing road cross section.  At intersections where left turn lanes are provided, 

the parking lanes will be removed.  At intersections where there are no 

auxiliary turning lanes, curb bulb outs will be provided to narrow the road to 2 

travel lanes and 2 bike lanes. 
 

 
 

 Project 2: 7th Avenue Bike Lanes, from Wren Street to Cedar Street.  Similar 

to Project 1, this project entails reallocating road space along 7th Avenue to 

accommodate 2 travel lanes, 2 bike lanes, and 2 parking lanes within the 

existing road cross section.  At intersections where left turn lanes are provided, 

the parking lanes will be removed.  At intersections where there are no 

auxiliary turning lanes, curb bulb outs will be provided to narrow the road to 2 

travel lanes and 2 bike lanes. 

 Project 3: Wren Street Bike Lanes, from 7th Avenue to Silverdale Avenue. This 

project provide bike lanes to connect Silverdale Avenue with 7th Avenue bike 

routes. 

 Project 4: Silverdale Avenue Bike Lanes, from Nelson Street to Wren Street. 

This project widens the road pavement surface to provide Bike Lanes.  On-

street parking may need to be removed from one side of the roadway at the 

eastern sections of this project to accommodate Bike Lanes. 

 Project 5: Crosstown Bike Route Guide and Wayfinding Signs, from the 

intersection of Nelson Street and Highway 7 to the intersection of Dewdney 

Trunk Road and Highway 7.  This project provides route identification guide 

signs and wayfinding signs along the entire length of the Crosstown Bike 

Route. 
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The Grand Bikeway 

 Project 6: Grand Street, from North Railway Avenue to 7th Avenue.  This 

project provides a two-way protected cycle track along the east side of Grand 

Street.  Remove parking from the east side of the roadway and close all 

intersecting roads and laneways along the east side of Grand Street to motor 

vehicles but allow access for cyclists and pedestrians.  If necessary, the east 

leg of the intersection with 4th Avenue could remain open.  Reallocate the 

cross section of the road to have 2 travel lanes and a protected two-way cycle 

track with sidewalks on each side of the road. 

 

 Project 7:  Grand Street / 1st Avenue intersection. This project upgrades the 

traffic signal to include bicycles phases in the north / south direction in the east 

side bikeway crossing of 1st Avenue.  Road markings delineate the two-way 

bike crossing from the pedestrian crosswalk. 
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 Project 8: 1st Avenue Bike Oasis, at the Grand Street intersection provides 

sheltered bike parking for cyclists that are destined to the downtown.  This 

project would utilize curb extensions or curb bulges to create space for the 

sheltered bike parking on both sides of 1st Avenue east of Grand Street.  The 

Bike Oasis includes bike racks suitable for locking bikes for a short duration, 

Way Finding information and protection from the weather. 

 

 Project 9: Grand Street / North Railway Avenue intersection.  This project 

provides at pedestrian / cyclist signal for crossing of North Railway Avenue by 

the cycle track and crosswalk. 

 Project 10: Connection to Mission City Station, Grand Street to West Coast 

Express Station.  This project provides a two-way multi-use path along the 

south side of North Railway Avenue.  Bike lockers are provided at the station 

for long-term parking. 
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Extending the Network 

 Project 11: Grand Street Bike Lanes, from 7th Avenue to Best Avenue. This 

project provides bike lanes by reallocating the road space along the route.  For 

most of the route, on-street parking can be accommodated on one side of the 

roadway with 2 travel lanes and 2 bike lanes.  For the segment of the route 

near Best Avenue, the road would have 2 travel lanes and 2 bike lanes. 

 Project 12: Best Avenue Bike Lanes, from Bobcat Drive to Stave Lake Street. 

This project provides bike lanes by reallocating the road space along the route 

to accommodate on-street parking on one side of the roadway with 2 travel 

lanes and 2 bike lanes. 

 Project 13: 2nd Avenue Bike Lanes, from the Grand Bikeway to the Downtown 

Transit Exchange.  This project provides bike lanes to connect the Grand 

Bikeway to the Transit Exchange by reallocating road space by removing 

parking along the north side of the roadway. 

 Project 14: Downtown Transit Exchange Bike Parking.  This project provides 

long-term bike parking (bike lockers) at the Transit Exchange. 

 

Based on these priorities, the recommended capital program for bicycle facilities is 

summarized in Table 7.3. 

 

In addition to the bicycle projects described above for the public domain.  The District 

does not currently have requirements for bicycle parking or other end-of-trip facilities 

such as showers and clothing lockers in its Zoning Bylaw for private properties, such 

as commercial or business developments.  It is recommended that the District amend 

its Zoning Bylaw to provide requirements for bicycle parking and end-of-trip facilities, 

and also develop design guidelines to regulate the overall quality and design of end-of-

trip facilities.  These requirements may also consider flexible parking requirements that 

allow for reductions in automobile parking if the number of bicycle parking spaces 

provided exceeds the District’s minimum requirements. 
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Table 7.3:  Cycling Improvement Projects 

Project 

Number 

Project Identification Length 

(metres) 

Cost 

Estimate 

Capital Programming Term 

Road From or At To Description Short Medium Long 

1 7th Avenue Cedar St 
Stave Lake 

St 
Bike Lanes 2153 $1,291,800 $1,291,800     

2 7th Avenue Wren St Cedar St Bike Lanes 1596 $957,600 $957,600     

3 Wren Street 7th Ave 
Silverdale 

Ave 
Bike Lanes 349 $17,450 $17,450     

4 Silverdale Avenue Nelson St Wren St Bike Lanes 1704 $852,000 $852,000     

5 Crosstown Bike Route Nelson St Hwy 7 
Guide and Wayfinding 

Signs 
9579 $287,370 $287,370     

6 Grand Street 
N. Railway 

Ave 
7th Ave Two-way Cycle Track 595 $595,000   $595,000   

7 Grand Street 1st Ave   Traffic signal upgrade N/A $50,000   $50,000   

8 1st Avenue Grand St   
Bike Oasis - short-term 

parking 
N/A $100,000   $100,000   

9 Grand Street 
N. Railway 

Ave 
  Pedestrian / Cycle Signal N/A $200,000   $200,000   

10 N. Railway Avenue Grand St WCE Station 
Multi-Use Pathway & Bike 

Lockers 
525 $262,500   $262,500   

11 Grand Street 7th Ave Best Ave Bike Lanes 1205 $60,250     $60,250 

12 Best Avenue Bobcat Dr 
Stave Lake 

St 
Bike Lanes 2901 $145,050     $145,050 

13 2nd Avenue Grand St Transit Ex Bike Lanes 419 $251,400     $251,400 

14 Downtown Transit Ex     Bike Lockers N/A $60,000     $60,000 

Totals $5,130,420 $3,406,220 $1,207,500 $516,700 
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7.3 Transit Strategy Implementation 
 

Passenger amenities are needed at many of Mission’s transit stops including shelters, 

benches, trash receptacles, as well as system maps and wayfinding.  In the long-term, 

the District should strive to provide seating, lighting and customer information at all bus 

stops in Mission.  An incremental program of installing five new bus shelters a year is 

proposed.  The cost of providing five shelters a year would require an annual budget of 

approximately $75,000 per year.  Also the capital cost of upgrading five bus stops per 

year to be accessible is estimated to be approximately $35,000 to $40,000 per year. 

 

7.4 Road Network Plan Implementation 
 

This section summarizes the road network improvement projects that have been 

identified in the Transportation Master Plan.  Road improvement projects are selected 

for capital programming based on priority needs to address capacity / congestion, road 

safety, network completion, community development, and complete streets.  The 

projects are assigned to the capital programming terms based on urgency.  The 

recommended road improvement projects identified by capital programming terms are 

shown in Figure 7.3. 
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Figure 7.3: Recommended Road Improvement Projects 
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The recommended road improvement projects are:  

 Project 1: Cedar Street / 7th Avenue Intersection. This project entails widening 

Cedar Street to accommodate 4 travel lanes and auxiliary left turn lanes at the 

intersection.  The project also includes widening 7th Avenue to accommodate 

2 travel lanes, 2 bike lanes and auxiliary left turn lane at the intersection.  In 

addition, the traffic signal will be upgraded to include left turn phases, audible 

pedestrian signals, new controller and Uninterruptable Power Supply (UPS). 

 Project 2: Murray Street / 7th Avenue Traffic Signal and Intersection 

Improvements.  This project includes the installation of a traffic signal at the 

intersection.  The installation includes ducting, bases, poles, signal heads, 

controller and UPS.  Curb bulges along 7th Avenue will narrow the roadway at 

the pedestrian crossing and accommodate one travel lane and one bike lane 

on each east / west approach. 

 Project 3: 14th Avenue Road Upgrade, from Hurd Street to Grand Street. This 

project includes the completion of the road cross section to an urban standard 

as a complete street. 

 Project 4: 14th Avenue Road Upgrade, from Grand Street to Cade Barr Street. 

This project includes the completion of the road cross section to an urban 

standard as a complete street. 

 Project 5: Grand Street / 14th Avenue Traffic Signal.  This project includes the 

installation of a traffic signal at the intersection.  The project also includes 

ducting, bases, poles, signal heads, controller and UPS. 

 Project 6: Horne Street / 11th Avenue Traffic Signal.  This project includes the 

installation of a traffic signal at the intersection.  The project also includes 

ducting, bases, poles, signal heads, controller and UPS. 

 Project 7: Cedar Street / Dewdney Trunk Road Intersection.  This project 

includes the installation of a traffic signal or roundabout. 

 Project 8: Cedar Street / Tunbridge Avenue Intersection.  This project includes 

the installation of a traffic signal or roundabout. 

 Project 9: Cedar Street / Laminman Avenue Intersection.  This project includes 

the installation of a traffic signal or roundabout. 

 Project 10: Wren Street Road Upgrade, from 7th Avenue to Teal Street.  This 

project includes the completion of the road cross section to an urban standard 

as a complete street. 
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 Project 11: Wren Street / Silverdale Avenue Traffic Signal. This project 

includes the installation of a traffic signal at the intersection.  The project also 

includes ducting, bases, poles, signal heads, controller and UPS. 

 Project 12: Cade Barr Street / Dewdney Trunk Road Intersection.  This project 

includes the installation of a traffic signal or roundabout. 

 Project 13: Cade Barr Street / Cherry Avenue Traffic Signal.  This project 

includes the installation of a traffic signal at the intersection. The project also 

includes ducting, bases, poles, signal heads, controller and UPS. 

 Project 14: Cade Barr Street / Best Avenue Traffic Signal.  This project 

includes the installation of a traffic signal at the intersection.  The project also 

includes ducting, bases, poles, signal heads, controller and UPS. 

 Project 15: Cade Barr Street Road Upgrade, from 14th Avenue to Dewdney 

Trunk Road.  This project includes the completion of the road cross section to 

an urban standard as a complete street. 

 Project 16: Dewdney Trunk Road / Tunbridge Avenue Intersection. This project 

includes the installation of a traffic signal or roundabout. 

 Project 17: Stave Lake Street / Lougheed Highway Intersection.  This project 

includes widening Lougheed Highway to accommodate an additional 

westbound through lane at the intersection.  Widening of the roadway along 

the south side of Lougheed Highway is preferred due to residential 

development along the north side.  Upgrading to a traffic signal will also be 

needed due the changes in road alignment and the additional lane. 

 Project 18: Wren Street Road Upgrade and Bridge Replacement, from Teal 

Street to Kenny Avenue.  This project includes the completion of the road 

cross section to an urban standard as a complete street and replacement of 

the bridge with a new bridge having a cross section of 2 travel lanes, 2 bike 

lanes, and 2 sidewalks. 

 Project 19: Lougheed Highway / Donatelli Avenue Intersection.  This project 

includes the extension of Donatelli Avenue to form a new four leg intersection 

with Lougheed Highway.  Hayward South Street may be changed to a cul-de-

sac and not intersect with Donatelli Avenue.  The intersection will include 

auxiliary left turn lanes, right turn channelization, and a traffic signal.  The 

proximity of four traffic signals along Lougheed Highway may require 

coordination during peak travel periods. 

 Project 20: Cherry Avenue New Road and New Bridge, Olson Avenue to 

Cheery Avenue.  This project provides a new arterial road with bike and 

pedestrian facilities connecting the west end of Cherry Avenue to the 

Silverdale land development area.  A new bridge crossing of Silver Creek will 
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be needed for this arterial road.  An alignment study is needed to identify the 

preferred routing of the road and bridge crossing of the creek. 

 Project 21: Stave Lake Street Road Upgrade, 11th Avenue to Best Avenue. 

This project includes the completion of the road cross section to an urban 

standard as a complete street. 

 Project 22: Stave Lake Street Road Upgrade, Best Avenue to Cherry Avenue. 

This project includes the completion of the road cross section to an urban 

standard as a complete street. 

 Project 23: Stave Lake Street Road Upgrade, Cherry Avenue to Dewdney 

Trunk Road.  This project includes the completion of the road cross section to 

an urban standard as a complete street. 

 

The project identification, cost estimate and capital programming term for the 

recommended road network improvement projects are shown in Table 7.4. 
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Table 7.4:  Recommended Road Improvement Projects 

Project 

Number 

Project Identification Cost 

Estimate 

Capital Programming Term 

Road From or At To Description Short Medium Long 

1 Cedar Street 7th Ave   Intersection Upgrade $3,700,000 $3,700,000     

2 Murray Street 7th Ave   Traffic Signal and Intersection Upgrade $300,000 $300,000     

3 14th Avenue Hurd St Grand St Road Upgrade $355,000 $355,000     

4 14th Avenue Grand St Cade Barr St Road Upgrade $165,000 $165,000     

5 Grand Street 14th Ave   Traffic Signal $250,000 $250,000     

6 Horne Street 11th Ave   Traffic Signal $250,000 $250,000     

7 Cedar Street Dewdney Trunk Rd   Traffic Signal or Roundabout $650,000     $650,000 

8 Cedar Street Tunbridge Ave   Traffic Signal or Roundabout $650,000     $650,000 

9 Cedar Street Laminman Ave   Traffic Signal or Roundabout $650,000     $650,000 

10 Wren Street 7th Ave Teal St Road Upgrade $1,250,000   $1,250,000   

11 Wren Street Siverdale Ave   Traffic Signal $250,000   $250,000   

12 Cade Barr Street Dewdney Trunk Rd   Traffic Signal or Roundabout $650,000   $650,000   

13 Cade Barr Street Cherry Ave   Traffic Signal $250,000   $250,000   

14 Cade Barr Street Best Ave   Traffic Signal $250,000   $250,000   

15 Cade Barr Street 14th Ave 

Dewdney Trunk 

Rd Road Upgrade $3,100,000   $3,100,000   

16 

Dewdney Trunk 

Road Tunbridge Ave   Traffic Signal or Roundabout $650,000   $650,000   

17 Stave Lake Street Lougheed Hwy   Intersection Upgrade $1,500,000     $1,500,000 

18 Wren Street Teal St Kenny Ave Road Upgrade and Bridge Replacement $1,850,000     $1,850,000 

19 

Lougheed 

Highway Donatelli Ave   Intersection Upgrade $2,000,000     $2,000,000 

20 Cherry Avenue Olson Ave Cherry Ave New Road and New Bridge $20,250,000     $20,250,000 

21 Stave Lake Street 11th Ave Best Ave Road Upgrade $3,310,000     $3,310,000 

22 Stave Lake Street Best Ave Cherry Ave Road Upgrade $1,500,000     $1,500,000 

23 Stave Lake Street Cherry Ave 

Dewdney Trunk 

Rd Road Upgrade $1,400,000     $1,400,000 

 

      Totals $45,180,000 $5,020,000 $6,400,000 $33,760,000 
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Open House #1 

Transportation Master Plan Questionnaire 

What aspects of Mission’s transportation system should be considered as the 

highest priorities in the Transportation Master Plan? 

 
1 - Least 

Important 
2           3           4           5           6           7           8           9           

10 - Most 

Important 

Total 

Responses 

Road Network 4 

(2.2%) 

1 

(0.5%) 

3 

(1.6%) 

6 

(3.3%) 

24 

(13.2%) 

19 

(10.4%) 

21 

(11.5%) 

32 

(17.6%) 

25 

(13.7%) 

47 

(25.8%) 

182 

 

Bicycle 

Network 

20 

(11.0%) 

9 

(5.0%) 

15 

(8.3%) 

14 

(7.7%) 

28 

(15.5%) 

26 

(14.4%) 

20 

(11.0%) 

25 

(13.8%) 

11 

(6.1%) 

13 

(7.2%) 

181 

 

Pedestrian 

Network 

6 (3.3%) 1 

(0.5%) 

7 

(3.8%) 

5 

(2.7%) 

14 

(7.6%) 

18 

(9.8%) 

29 

(15.8%) 

33 

(17.9%) 

31 

(16.8%) 

40 

(21.7%) 

184 

 

Transit 

System 

1  

(0.5%) 

3  

(1.6%) 

3  

(1.6%) 

1 

(0.5%) 

10  

(5.4%) 

10  

(5.4%) 

12  

(6.5%) 

38  

(20.4%) 

32  

(17.2%) 

76  

(40.9%) 

186 

 

Goods 

Movement 

6 

(3.4%) 

6 

(3.4%) 

15  

(8.4%) 

15  

(8.4%) 

27  

(15.2%) 

24  

(13.5%) 

32  

(18.0%) 

24  

(13.5%) 

11  

(6.2%) 

18  

(10.1%) 

178 

 

Top 3 Challenges 

The 174 response(s) to this question can be found in the appendix. 
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In your opinion, what transportation facilities need the most improvement in 

Mission today?  

 1 - Least 

Important 

2           3           4           5           6           7           8           9           10 - Most 

Important 

Total 

Responses 

Road Network 5  

(2.9%) 

5  

(2.9%) 

5  

(2.9%) 

9  

(5.3%) 

18  

(10.6%) 

17  

(10.0%) 

23  

(13.5%) 

32  

(18.8%) 

27  

(15.9%) 

29  

(17.1%) 

170 

 

Bicycle Network 17  

(10.3%) 

13  

(7.9%) 

12  

(7.3%) 

12  

(7.3%) 

27  

(16.4%) 

18  

(10.9%) 

23  

(13.9%) 

23  

(13.9%) 

9  

(5.5%) 

11  

(6.7%) 

165 

 

Pedestrian 

Network 

9  

(5.1%) 

3  

(1.7%) 

8  

(4.5%) 

7  

(4.0%) 

13  

(7.3%) 

14  

(7.9%) 

28  

(15.8%) 

28  

(15.8%) 

28  

(15.8%) 

39  

(22.0%) 

177 

 

Transit System 2  

(1.1%) 

3  

(1.7%) 

4  

(2.3%) 

0  

(0.0%) 

9  

(5.2%) 

12  

(6.9%) 

19  

(10.9%) 

19  

(10.9%) 

31  

(17.8%) 

75  

(43.1%) 

174 

 

Goods 

Movement 

8  

(4.7%) 

5  

(2.9%) 

17  

(10.0%) 

17  

(10.0%) 

28  

(16.5%) 

23  

(13.5%) 

18  

(10.6%) 

20  

(11.8%) 

21  

(12.4%) 

13  

(7.6%) 

170 

 

Top Improvements Needed 

The 144 response(s) to this question can be found in the appendix. 
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How often do you walk? 

Response Chart Percentage Count 

Daily   39.7% 71 

2 - 3 Times a Week   36.9% 66 

2 - 3 Times a Month   19.6% 35 

Never   3.9% 7 

 Total Responses 179 

What is the main purpose of your walking trips? 

Response Chart Percentage Count 

Commuting   8.3% 15 

Exercise   64.6% 117 

Recreation   50.8% 92 

Shopping or Errands   28.2% 51 

Other, please specify...   13.3% 24 

 Total Responses 181 

What is the main purpose of your walking trips? (Other, please specify...) 

# Response 

1. Dog walking 

2. photography 

3. Walking dogs 

4. Taking my kids to and from school 

5. to/from school 

6. Taking the kids to school 

7. picking up mail which is 4 long blocks away 

8. work 
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9. Dog walking 

10. To and from school for pickup and dropoff 

11. Going to work 

12. Kids to school 

13. take children to and from school 

14. To attend and teach programs at Centennial Place, to walk to the local mall. 

15. taking my child to school 

16. kids to/from school 

17. Dogwalking, kidwalking, trash pickup, getting to know my neighbours and neighbourhood. 

18. daily house chores, yard maintenance 

19. to get places 

20. occasional walks to downtown to shop! 

21. Dog walking 

22. Can't walk anywhere from where I live 

23. Commuting and Shopping/Errands 

24. Taking kids to school 

How could the District help you walk more often as part of your daily routine? 

The 143 response(s) to this question can be found in the appendix. 
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How often do you cycle? 

Response Chart Percentage Count 

Daily   1.7% 3 

2 - 3 Times a Week   10.6% 19 

2 - 3 Times a Month   24.6% 44 

Never   63.1% 113 

 Total Responses 179 

What is the main purpose of your cycling trips? 

Response Chart Percentage Count 

Commuting   8.6% 12 

Exercise   31.7% 44 

Recreation   38.1% 53 

Shopping or Errands   5.0% 7 

Other, please specify...   2.9% 4 

Not Applicable   46.0% 64 

 Total Responses 139 

What is the main purpose of your cycling trips? (Other, please specify...) 

# Response 

1. Tobrestaurants 

2. none 

3. fun with kids 

4. my daughter wants to ride her bike. 

How could the District help you cycle more often as part of your daily routine? 

The 96 response(s) to this question can be found in the appendix. 
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How often do you take public transit? 

Response Chart Percentage Count 

Daily   6.9% 12 

2 - 3 Times a Week   5.2% 9 

2 - 3 Times a Month   15.6% 27 

Never   72.3% 125 

 Total Responses 173 

What is the main purpose of your trips on public transit? 

Response Chart Percentage Count 

Commuting   22.7% 32 

Shopping or Errands   14.2% 20 

Other, please specify...   20.6% 29 

Not Applicable   52.5% 74 

 Total Responses 141 

What is the main purpose of your trips on public transit? (Other, please specify...) 

# Response 

1. visit friends out of town 

2. Going across town 

3. My wife takes public transit to and from work. 

4. Games in vancouver 

5. Leisure 

6. On rare occasion take the WCE 

7. visiting friends 

8. work 

9. day trips 
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10. work 

11. West coast express on weekend trips ie sunrun Santa train 

12. Mainly sky train. Would like to take west coast express in to van but it does not run at convenient 

times 

13. Work.  Shopping. Drs appts.  Errands. 

14. used to take transit to commute to school but too inefficient 

15. day outtings 

16. I wish I could take public transit 

17. access to Abbotsford and other public transit systems in greater Vancouver 

18. Going to hiking spots 

19. West Coast express trips to vancouver 3 to 5 trips a year for events etc 

20. recreation, 

21. to get out of MISSION and open up options in VANCOUVER 

22. Visiting / weekend outings in and out of downtown Vancouver 

23. Use transit a few times per year. Live and work in Mission. Less money to drive to Vancouver with 

a family and more convenient 

24. job 

25. recreation/education 

26. Recreation 

27. I would use transit if it was much more frequent ,more shelters 

28. Commuting and Shopping/Errands 

29. going into Vancouver. My daughter and son in law as well as many of our workers takE the bus 

for work etc 

How could the District help you take public transit more often as part of your 

daily routine? 

The 112 response(s) to this question can be found in the appendix. 
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What is your gender? (optional) 

Response Chart Percentage Count 

Male   37.4% 58 

Female   62.6% 97 

Other, Specify if you like...   0.0% 0 

 Total Responses 155 

What is your age? (optional) 

Response Chart Percentage Count 

0-15    0.0% 0 

16-24   3.8% 6 

25-34   13.4% 21 

35-44   36.9% 58 

45-54   26.8% 42 

55-64   14.6% 23 

65-74   3.8% 6 

75-84   0.0% 0 

85+   0.6% 1 

 Total Responses 157 

Additional Comments 

The 42 response(s) to this question can be found in the appendix. 
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Appendix 

Top 3 Challenges  

# Response 

1. Cycling and pedestrian networks are challenging and often unsafe, with painted-lines standing in for proper sidewalks, 

and sketchy bikeroutes with no dedicated space for cyclists. This is a highly car-dependent city as a result. 

2. this one 

that one 

3. Transit availability  

4. 1. Lack of public transportation – e.g. Buses from Heritage Park Mission stop running at 6:00 pm yet the University is 

in session until 10:00 pm from Monday to Thursday. Students are forced to walk 2 km to the nearest bus stop. 

2. Pedestrian friendly neighbourhoods – New developments are taking place with no upgrade of access roads – e.g. 

sidewalks. In some cases no public transportation – e.g. near the Sports Park/Silverdale and new proposed 

development in Hatzic.  

3. Access to the Fraser River!!! There are no public parks or pathways to and from Downtown or residential 

neighbourhoods to Mission's most unique feature – THE FRASER RIVER. 

5. Our geography presents a unique challenge for pedestrians and cyclists. We need to overcome this perceived 

challenge with a network of cycle safe & walking pathways that integrate the natural beauty of our community & 

encourage people out of their cars.  

The layout of the community also presents a challenge, with all major shopping down a significant hill. Any 

walking/cycling trip to shop involves a difficult return trip home, uphill.  

And ultimately, people won't use new trails if they don't feel safe - bright lights, clear lines of sight and help to ensure 

our homeless & addicted citizens have access to the support they need, and aren't loitering on these trails/pathways.  

6. Highway 7/11 at the lights.  High volume through Mission as people commute to other municipalities. 

7. Think there needs to be a shuttle or transit service from mission to Deroche or even better Agassiz.  people are stuck 

hitch hiking as there is no services available 

8. Transit is too far away from me, I have about an 45 minute walk to get the nearest bus stop. This basically forces me 

drive to work everyday.  

I would also really like to see a park and ride in Mission (maybe the junction by the staples) where people carpooling to 

work could use this or you could easily finish your commute by transit from there. 

9. Lack of walking pathways in nature settings and/or around the waterfront. 

Mid day Westcoast Express. With maybe a discount for Mission Residents. 

10. Transit into other communities such as Maple Ridge; First Ave isn't working, stop the large trucks driving thru the 

downtown area; connecting the Junction with the Safeway Plaza.  
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11. Lack of good work in the community, poor planning in the past, habitual laziness.   

12. parking 

13. pedestrian safety (lighting on crosswalks), WCE on Saturdays, parking issues in downtown 

14. No west coast express on weekends. Limiting tourism to one to mission when there's are it events. Having buses in 

the more rural areas after 6 pm would also be encouraged  

15. Not all areas have service  

Not enough service 

Not Sunday service  

16. - lack of sidewalks at locations that need them. 

- transit connecting with Maple Ridge. 

- 4 lane Nelson st to Silverdale 

17. No bus system to maple ridge throughout the day. 

18. The only personal challenge I face is trying to find safe and simple parking downtown.  It is either often full near the 

places I visit most (The Pantry, RBC), or I feel unsafe with the growing drug addicted/mental health challenges of 

some of the people who congregate in various areas. 

But I've been made aware of some of the challenges many single moms face.  I didn't realize so many of them don't 

have their own transportation or even the ability to know how to drive if they did have a vehicle.  They talk about the 

challenges of just getting groceries with children in tow, and I've been wondering how transit and our pedestrian 

network could make things easier for them.  One just recently was denied transporation by a taxi cab to get home from 

the grocery store because she did not have a carseat for her child.  Those issues are complex, and I don't know how 

the city can help, but I've been pondering this issue since first hearing about it. 

If I had to add one more, it would be that pedestrians and bike riders need to know the rules of the road - what side of 

the road to walk on, etc.  It is always a scary prospect navigating my van with pedestrians walking with the flow of 

traffic or bike riders riding on the side of the road against the flow of traffic.  (If my mom had caught me doing these 

things, I would have been in for a lecture.  It doesn't appear that proper walking/biking etiquette is widely taught these 

days.) 

19. -No big rigs through downtown.-Advanced left turn light at Murray and Lougheed heading east.  

- a new train bridge overpass needed that isnt as steep (graduated grade)  

- get rid of the sharp bend by the new Value Village 

20. corner of cedar connector and #7 

corner of 7th and cedar connector 

21. 1.The highway between silverdale and mission is bad. It bottle necks traffic and also is a hazard when it rains due to 

crowning as the water puddles in the ruts and causes hydro planing.  
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2. Cedar valley connector. The intersection at 7th needs better planning it's a traffic congestion during peak hours and 

people think they are smart by Cutting in just before 7th northbound. As well as the light at the highway turning left 

(northbound) is too short.  

3. There needs to be a bypass at stave Lk Rd to Horne St overpass. As traffic on long weekends backs up all the way 

to hatzic and this will be a better solution for mission bypass and heavy traffic downtown  

22. We have such limited access to the GVRD area by transit.  

1st Ave congestion with delivery vehicles having to double park due to lack of parking 

The train has such limited hours of operation only heading one direction in the morning and back in the afternoon.  

23. 1) truck by-pass for downtown - it will enable downtown area to be reclaimed as a desirable destination for the 

community instead of it's current use as a thoroughfare 

2) downtown needs to become more pedestrian friendly 

3) safety 

24. not efficient bus service, large trucks going through town,  

25. Getting to Vancouver out of rush hour times. 

26. Public transit isn't used as much as it should be. Bus service is often thought of as inconvenient. We could use more 

frequent direct routes downtown and back up the hill without looping all around the city before getting downtown. 

The bicycle network needs to have access to shortcuts without gates that make it difficult to get through. 

The pedestrian network has shortcuts that are not accessible, or difficult to access for those with strollers or bike 

trailers. Often the gates are too tight to easily get strollers through.  

27. public transit, lack of transit to other cities, especially Vancouver, too many accident. 

28. Bus service 

Services and homes within walking distance 

Hwy 7 through downtown 

29. Cedar Valley Growth, lack of two lanes on lougheed heading west, Lack of residential subdivions - Why are we 

expanding so slowly!!!  

30. Could use more transportation between maple ridge and mission. West coast during the day at least once and home 

later at night at least once a day 

31. Bus 

32. 1.A bus service that supports all of Mission. Stave Lake and Steelhead have no service. Even if that service is 2 to 4 

times a day. 

2.Safe walking paths, not just side of road 

3. Taking trucks off 1st ave. 

33. Lack of transit connecting Mission to other communities and regions. 
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Lack of densifiction 

Inefficient transit routes in Mission 

34. No public transport it's archaic ! 

35. Obstruction of roadway by bus picking up passengers. 

Free flow of freight traffic through the District. 

36. The city is not very walkable unless you live downtown. Most areas you have to drive or take a bus. Where I live, after 

6:30 transit isn't available.   

37. Trying to get ridership up on the bus system to support the cost of having it.  

Traffic pattern change needed in the downtown area. Especially around the Murray St bridge/lougheed .  

Removing or re routing truck traffic from the downtown core. 

38. 1. The bus routes do not reach far enough outside of the downtown core to actually be considered a proper bus 

system for Mission.  If it were truly a Mission bus system it would reach all areas considered to be in the District of 

Mission boundaries.  As it is it only goes as far west to Wren St., South as London Avenue, North to Cherry and parts 

of Egglestone, and East to Stave Lake and Hatzic bench intermittently.   

2.  The buses repeat in some areas (ie traveling north on Horne from 1th to 14th up Cade Barr and then repeat the 

route on south on Cade Barr from Best to 11th again.  There are areas with hills that are very difficult for some people 

(who would not be considered eligible for HandiDart) to navigate but they must as the bus stops are at the top or the 

bottoms of those steep hills.   

3.  First Avenue has far too many large trucks (ie commercial vehicles) travelling through during the day.  Often these 

vehicles are coming through town at a speed making it difficult if not impossible to stop for pedestrians.  I will refuse to 

try to cross the street when I see one coming down the road as I feel it is too dangerous.  These are the times I have 

wished I was a driver and could just go to the malls to shop instead of having to deal with the commerical trucks. 

39. Large trucks speeding through the downtown core. Better sidewalks and walkways connecting different parts of town. 

Traffic lights not allowing better flow of traffic 

40. Bicycle and pedestrian access is limited, yet there is so much natural beauty in this town it seems rather limited. 

41. Need more sidewalks in some areas of mission.   

42. Better bus schedules to include full routes to shopping. 

More Access to Vancouver by train  

A connection to mission hills to the junction for walking shoppers . 

43. Moving heavy traffic off 1st ave. 

Bypass routes needed to get around. 

Improving Murray overpass. 

44. Lack of barrier free sidewalks, transit not frequent enough and not enough access to abbotsford 
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45. 1st ave needs better parking.  

Cedar ave south of 7th ave gets very congested.  

WestCoast express needs to run on weekends.  

46. Moving commercial traffic from downtown  

47. Connectivity to other communities ALL day 

Sunday/holiday service 

Direct routes 

48. *Lack of regular public transit service with reasonable time intervals 

(With most commercial businesses far from many residences this should be the highest priority.) 

* Move goods movement routes away from businesses like how NW has 

* Hard to improve walkability of community when most schools, recreation and businesses are too far from the "new 

build" neighborhoods in Mission. 

49. People cannot walk to places or take transit so we are dependent on cars 

people drive too fast 

it is not safe to ride bikes in Mission 

50. Transit, Goods, Road... 

51. Structural limitations due to lack of available options because of river/rail/highway alignments and proximity to each 

other. 

High cost of expansion relative to the integrated nature of the Abbotsford/Mission transportation network. 

Funding limitations due to predominantly residential tax base and unlikelihood of broad public support for "build it and 

they will come" planning. 

52. The buses stop running after 6 most days and I get off work later than that, therefore I think it'd be beneficial to have 

later running buses.  

53. Honestly?  Our community is still quite small, though growing.  Any investment into infrastructure is great for the future, 

but at current, the only things I see that could use improvement may be inter-community buses?  (More of them?) 

I take the bus to the West Coast Express.  Otherwise I use a car to get about town. 

54. On a hill so difficult for many to get around via walking/bike. Transit is slow, one way and doesn't follow the schedule. 

No way to get out of Mission when WCE not running.  

55. adequate room for deliveries to be made to local stores and businesses 

road maintenance and up keep 

pedestrian controlled intersections/crosswalks needed at all major intersections (especially 7th Ave & Murray st) 

56. Mission can only grow with better transport links for commuters. 
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Better rail links to the city. 

Better weekend transport. 

Pedestrianised high street (1st avenue) creating a better 'Centre'.  

57. 1. Running full size busses that have only a few people in them. Try what cities in GVRD do & run smaller shuttle size 

busses. Should save money on the gas bills.  

2. Need more frequent service on west coast express. I know it's really expensive to buy track time, but this was an 

issue when I worked in Vancouver.  

58. Roads that are not in good condition, including portions of Highway 7. 

Inadequate sidewalks and transit services. 

59. Having the highway run right through Mission. 

No buses on Holidays....for my mother. 

Parking downtown. 

60. No busses run to Maple Ridge on a regular basis and the frequency of busses leaving to and coming back from 

Abbotsford is too low. 

61. infrastructure 

lack of any commercial development in the residential areas North of 14th and West of Stave 

University students can't live in Mission and not have a car because they can't even get to campus in Abbotsford!!!  

62. Transit. My husband cannot find work after a lay off, looking outside of Mission forces him to drive. I personally have to 

go to work in Burnaby 3 hours early and have a small window to catch the  train bus home or I am stuck in the city. I 

have spoken to so many people who feel the same. We need more trains and buses from Mission City Station. At 

LEAST a few west bound at night and a few East Bound in the morning. Many people cannot take night or evening 

shifts outside of Mission because there is no way out or home. 

63. Our small main city is situated on a major highway.  

64. Mission is not pedestrian friendly. Transit is inadequate 

65. Absolute lack of decent transit. The transit pass given to me by the student union at UFV is unusable because living in 

mission, it's much more time consuming to have to take transit rather than drive my car. If I had a whole day to spare 

waiting for connections, sure, I'd use the bus system.  

66. 1- getting to and from Vancouver easily 

2- infrequent bus services 

3- highway bypass 

67. Not enough trains daily to Vancouver 

No trains to Vancouver on weekends 

Large trucks and logging trucks going through downtown Mission 
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68. old/out dated road designs 

lack of safe (sidewalks for example) places for people to walk 

inadequate public transit 

69. Lack of sidewalks on many streets, infrequent bus service, long circular bus routes  

70. Sidewalks... Mission needs more sidewalks! 

West coast Express -increased trips including weekends. 

Public awareness on traffic safety and cyclists. 

Goods transportation is an essential, don't forget to include legitimate routes for trucks and industry!!! 

71. Bus routes not convenient 

Lack of proper sidewalks in many areas 

Bus exchange 

72. Train has little use for people other than day workers in van. There should be noon time and late night trips also. 

The downtown does not attract business and tourism. The double lane one way could be narrowed to one lane to 

develop an area for shops to create resting, eating and useful outdoor space. Attracting more  business to the 

downtown and beautifying the area should be a top priority.  

Traffic lights with more advanced turning, longer lights and coordinated timing of lights, plus oher features to divert 

traffic around mission (cedar valley connector is becoming congested) 

73. 1. Some streets lack sidewalks making it dangerous for pedestrians with strollers or wheelchairs. 

2. Sidewalks end with steep slope at some residential crosswalks making it difficult to transition off curb with 

stroller/wheelchair to cross street.  

74. Waiting too long for buses, roads are clogged, not enough bus stops. 

75. Lougheed and connector traffic jams 

Lougheed 4 laned all the way west 

More West coast express service.  

76. Cedar Connector is absolutely HORRIBLE. With the amount of building and development this needs to be a priority. 

Murray St Overpass and interesction 

1st Ave traffic diverson 

77. Poor zoning and lack of neighbourhood planning results in car dependence. Residents who commute to other 

communities for work have limited carpooling or transit options.   

78. Very little green space between neighbourhoods to build a proper mission wide multi-use trail/path. 

Similar to above, the options to allow proper goods movement through mission is limited by existing roads/layout.   
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79. #1. Hwy 1 passing through downtown, 1st Avenue 

#2. Adequate sidewalk/space for pedestrians to safely walk and cross 

#3. Inadequate width residential roads with new construction 

80. Transit 

81. blind corners - aesthetic vegetation blocking sightlines in high crash locations (specifically near tim hortons on cedar) 

light timing - lights are set up inefficiently and don't get traffic moving. specifically the left turns on the lougheed 

highway at cedar. and best at cedar 

transit connections - no connection to GVRD, if you have to work late or are in late classes in the GVRD there is no 

way to get home unless you cab from maple ridge or langley. bus sizes and schedule are wrong for the volume of 

people 

82. No sidewalks, obscured vision due to untamed greenery, little transit. 

83. A transportation connection to Maple Ridge is an imperative link.  

Residents who do not drive are very limited on access to employment in nearby communities due to this lack.  

Youth are limited in their ability to connect with friends, sports, shopping, employment, and resource access in a 

neighbour community due to this gap.  

84. More day and weekend transit to Vancouver and other stops along the way. 

Walking trails with park like setting at the water front.. less dogs running free would be helpful 

Sidewalks along 14th Ave as it is one of the busiest roads 

85. 1.The downtown area is dreadful. 

2.Big box stores running long-time family run businesses out of town. 

3.No tourism attraction or fun things to do 

86. Bus service 

Transportation services in Silverdale 

Lack of options 

87. Downtown core traffic (trucks etc) 

Lack of public transit 

Mission to MR corridor 

88. Public transit (including access to greater Vancouver system and upper Fraser Valley) 

Getting large freight vehicles off 1st Ave 

Environment and noise pollution 

89. Our public transit is dismal. Parking is very limited. Road maintenance. 
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90. 1. Sparse bus network to outlying houses.  

2. Bus/train connections to other surrounding towns. 

3. Limited bus schedule. 

91. transit options for commuters. I work in Burnaby, I have to drive as transit involves 2 transfers and is upwards of 2 

hours each way. 

92. -Horrible bus service on Sundays 

-Westcoast express needs to run during the day and weekends 

-proper lighting for people walking or ridding their bikes! 

93. No route to and from maple ridge other than the west  coast express which is extremely limited. Buses should run later 

and for low income families there should be an option 

94. 1 - Poor traffic flow at key times 

2 - Commercial traffic bypassing downtown 

95. Sidewalks are inconsistent throughout town 

Availability of the bus system - need later nights and better weekend service 

There is a constant back log of traffic on the Cedar Connector at 7th Avenue during peak times 

96. Too much congestion on 1st avenue in downtown Mission. 

Lack of connectivity between areas of the city for pedestrians - for example walking from downtown to Mission 

Junction. 

Consider re routing highway around Mission (overpass to London avenue back onto laughed) while finding other 

alternative to increasing downtown prosperity. (What has Fort Langley done?) 

97. 1: HWY#7 - Bypass road is a priority for those that want to pass through Mission's downtown. 

(Downside is merchants miss the "shopper stoppers") -Provincial Gov Responsibility- 

2: Safety on Hwy#7; double lanes need to be built for remaining stretches between Maple Ridge on the West side as 

well installation of double lanes on the East side from Downtown to at least Dewdney Bridge.  -Provincial Gov 

Responsibility- 

3: Commuter Transportation: West Coast Express - needs to run on the weekend  to allow Mission residents to plan 

safe trips to Vancouver etc for concerts and events etc as well offer tourism opportunities for Mission on the weekends 

from residents in the Van/LM.  

98. Developments with no road infrastructure for safe access 

99. Bypass completion  

Getting trucks off first Ave 

100. Not enough government funding.  
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Not enough safety.  

Not enough wisdom of what to do when. ( it took 4 months to do a small section of road by my house last yr and there 

was no reason for it!) 

101. Cedar valley connector. 

102. 1. Lougheed bypass, reduce through traffic and freight on first and railway, pedestrian friendly downtown shopping, 2. 

pedestrian and cycling access to riverfront and the junction 3. Pedestrian route with lighting for night walking  

103. Unsafe area at the library bus stop. 

No trains into Vancouver during the weekend.   

Nowhere to walk a dog and stroller or to rollerblade.  (Paved walkway) 

104. Affordable public transit 

Customer friendly public transit 

roads 

105. 1. Better road access in and out of Mission. Finish expanding HWy 7 to 4 lanes all the way from Mission to 272nd in 

Maple Ridge. Fix the lights and rework the overpass at HWY 7 and Murray St. If this was fixed there would be no need 

for heavy trucks on first ave. 

2. increasing transit use. Better services to and from Mission. Put better services on the west coast expresss like wifi 

and more. 

3. Rerouting truck traffic from the downtown core 

106. No all-day connection between mission and maple ridge  

107. Increased vehicle traffic through Mission.  

Increased vehicle traffic from the increased population in Mission.  

Transit into and out of Vancouver.  

108. Too many cars, not enough parking! Even on a residential street, the amount of cars parked on the road side creating 

safety issues is unusually high!  

Lights and turn lanes need to be better timed/created to limit congestion at major intersections. 

More lighting, sidewalks and pedestrian controlled crosswalks!  

109. Heavy truck traffic bypass for downtown 

Smaller , but more frequent busses 

Improved handicraft  

110. semi's using 1st ave, accidents at major intersections, parking. 

111. Lack of transit, lack of walking paths or riding paths, too much traffic downtown 

112. Getting people up and down some very steep hills!  
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113. Transit run times. End too early 

114. -reduction of car use 

-commuter rail improvements 

-improved connectivity with the lower mainland 

115. Better transit / more frequent  

Trucks on Main Street 

Safe walking access to junction 

116. Macro: 

1. Connections East (Lougheed, HW1, Dewdney, WestCoast Express): The number one issue for most individuals in 

making the commitment to the district of Mission is the commute to and from the city of Vancouver and outlying cities 

for work. Decreasing the distance is unrealistic but improving the availability of options and the speed in which 

commuters can access their destinations would be ideal. 

2. Downtown Mission Flow and Parking: Downtown Mission should be a destination similar to Fort Langley and the 

transit in this area needs to be considered for that future. 

Micro: 

3. Cedar Valley Connector (1 Lane through road + 1 lane left turn eastbound): This will lead to immediate congestion 

as the district evolves and continues to grow. 

117. bus frequency, pick up locations,  service times 

118. highway through the middle of downtown 

topography 

North sout corridors, as more ares are filled in in the "back" of Mission the roads that feed the highway increase in 

volume 

119. 1. Highway traffic that goes through downtown 

2. volume of traffic on lougheed 

120. 1. Population Growth and 1950's road system 

2. Lack of bicycle network 

3. Incoherent community trail network in neighbourhoods 

121. Buses are unreliable. I have had several come an hour later than they should have, not me missing them, they never 

came. 

Hwy 7 runs right through our downtown which is damaging to the businesses and discourages foot traffic. 

It would be great if the west coast express tried running one or two trains on the weekend.  



TRANSPORTATION MASTER PLAN 

 

APPENDIX A 

 

 

 
 
 

  Page A - 20 

122. Lack of transit from Lake Errock to Mission.  I know that this issue also includes FVRD.  I believe working with 

conjunction with the FVRD, the youth and elderly that cant' drive,wouldn't be so isolated.   

123. hourly train service to Vancouver and back ALL DAY UNTIL MIDNIGHT. 

124. In no particular order: 

1. Linking neighbourhoods with bicycle and pedestrian paths 

2. Increased public transit (including weekend trips for the Train) 

3. Long term plan for moving the highway function out of the downtown (i.e. removing truck traffic) 

125. 1. Geographical limits: Narrowness of the First Ave / Railway corridor severely limits road widening for two-way 

routing. 

2. Lack of WEEKEND service between Mission and Tri-Cities / Lower Mainland. 

3. Large westbound commercial trucks using First Ave! 

126. Bus routes more ore available , trans to maple ridge should be bus lines open ,  improvement on roads 

127. Lack of sidewalks  

Poor condition of roads 

too many new roads are narrow 

128. Lack of connection between neighborhoods and others areas of town. Unable to walk or bike most directions without 

using major roads. This includes kids walking to school, a person riding or walking to work, or someone just out for a 

walk.  

Lack of constant transit connections to other areas of the Fraser Valley and Vancouver. 

The use of Mission as a go through town for so many vehicles on the road each day 

129. I can't stand trying to get out of the Junction and make a left on Lougheed highway during rush hour.   

People are speeding excessively and it's very difficult to safely make it across all the lanes in such a short distance 

when it backs up beyond the ramp!  

Second would be Lougheed Highway in Silverdale needs to be fully opened to four lanes. It's congested everyday and 

worse when there is an accident on the Freeway.  The junction is definitely my biggest pet peace as I won't even enter 

the junction during rush hour because I know I won't be able to get to the left in order to turn up Hurd.   

130. We need to be able to walk to our park at the Fraser River. We need a good viable downtown bypass.  

131. 1. Lack of Transit options and connectivity to all areas of Mission 

2. Limited pedestrian linkages between residential developments and commercial areas 

3. Limited dedicated bicycle lanes 

132. Lack of transit. 

Too many trucks along 1st avenue. 
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Too many car dependent communities. 

133. Need for more sidewalks. 

Lots of hills 

Bus routes are confusing. 

134. Not enough buses go to walmart / superstore area 

135. More sidewalks required on main roads  

136. No forward planning of road and pedestrian networks.  Without forward planning, efficient and practical road and 

pedestrian networks are left to political whims and at best reactionary as developments are approved.    

137. 1) bus service 

2) train 

3) roads 

138. transit - need more routes and need more frequency of buses 

139. Getting the trucks off of 1st Ave. 

More lighting for sidewalks 

general upkeep of roads 

140. Getting rid of the big trucks on main street 

Bike lanes....just cause theres a bike emblem doesn't mean thats a bike lane ...we need dedicated bike lanes.  

If we got rid of the big trucks and then changed the parking to angle parking on main street there would be more 

parking and not as much traffic flow. Especially if the traffic flow was for parking only and the driving through downtown 

was diverted to a different street. And if thats the case. Buses couldn't stop for pickups on mainstreet maybe they 

should go up to 2nd avenue 

141. 1.not enough options to get to vancouver.  Maybe westcoast express could operate seven days and more options 

toward and back from vancouver 

2. bus is barely visible and and there is no schedule on bus stops.  this would help. 

142. Two of our staff were knocked down at Wren and sebeth at 10.30pm last wednesday night half across a pedestrian 

crossing. we need  better lighting at pedestrian crsossings  

143. Too much truck traffic on main street.  No trains on the weekend.  Highway widening to maple ridge. 

144. Insufficient and over priced public transportation.  

Traffic on first avenue 

Poorly lit and poorly marked crosswalks and a lack of sidewalks making travel for pedestrians dangerous and 

sometimes deadly. 

145. First ave 
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146. 1. road maintenance with limited resources; 

2. new road construction with limited resources; and 

3. developing a plan for the flow of traffic at some intersections 

147. Roundabouts, snychronized lights on Cedar(too much car idling),safe bike lanes 

148. Not enough parking on first avenue and too many big trucks!! 

149. Lack of bus service to other places (Abbotsford or Maple Ridge), lack of safe pedestrian routes (no sidewalks/cross 

walks or walking paths connecting neighbourhoods), lack of services near residential areas so people must rely on 

personal vehicles for transportation.  

150. Down town flow 

more transit in and out of town 

151. The train only is good for hours of employment from 8-4 jobs downtown, doesn't support shift workers with later hours. 

Can we do something to extend train hours into evening? 

152. Hills- basic geography is a challenge and an asset 

Public transit. making it a viable option. connecting to other systems.  

Message- getting people to know about what is here for transit. Like YVR access by West coast express and Canada 

line.  

-ppl don't know what options are here 

153. Proper East West connectors between communities of Mission. 

154. no weekend train to the city. 

train only runs early a.m. and later p.m. not great for shift workers if they have to go dt. 

PRICE!$$$$ 

155. Transit routes and road maintenance are the Challenges cause people don't like change and they want the roads fixed 

but they don't want to be interrupted by construction zones  

156. Truck traffic on 1st Ave needs to be re-routed; lack of pedestrian connections; better rail connection to Vancouver on 

an all-day, two-way basis. Bicycle paths would be great, but given Mission's topography, they have only so much 

potential. 

157. congestion at main arteries: cedar and 7th, lougheed and stave, overpass, cedar connector coming off bridge 

158. Access to post secondary institutions via the North Fraser Corridor.  Need busses from MR to Mission and return. 

159. Spread out community 

Most people work in other cities 

Schools are nOT walkable  

160. First ave. Should be closed to semi trucks & trailers. Railway should be a 2 way street. 
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161. The highway splits the access: 

from the waterfront to downtown 

from the downtown to the Junction 

more trains required for the wce 

162. Translink service around Mission. Kids and residents can't get around. It stops at stave and it stops at cedar it's 

ineffective 

163. Transport from rural to suburban 

A more frequent route to Abbotsford 

Hourly west coast express 

164. Lack of adequate sidewalks on major traffic routes. 

165. Need easier and more  access for commercial transportation ,need more transit. Smaller buses much more frequent 

more routes.reduce choke points during peak times on major roadways. 

166. Lack of public transit to rural areas of Mission.  Single lanes on Lougheed Highway impedes good traffic flow. Bike 

lanes needed for safe biking use on roadways 

167. transit for outer areas 

168. PARKING! We have no parking for downtown mission. Someone needs to build a multi level parkade!!! 

The fact that some of the streets are too narrow for bigger vehicles to access when another car is coming in the 

opposite direction. 

Left hand turning signals - we need more. 

Public transit - why is there no mission bus transit on Sundays??? 

169. - road network does not seem to have grown with the community. There is one main north/south road (cedar), which is 

now very busy. 

- as a pedestrian, it is difficult to safely get around.  Narrow shoulders with no sidewalks or lighting make me feel 

uneasy about walking 

- Trucks should not be going through downtown. Let's make a bypass so that it is more efficient for goods movement 

and safer in our downtown area. 

170. 1. Bus system not being very good. 

2. Bicycle lanes not being consistent. 

3. None other 

171. I would really like to better train service to Vancouver.  

I would also like to see a train warning light at the junction - so we know if a train is there at crossing 
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172. the big trucks etc moving thru' on First Avenue. we water the downtown hanging baskets at 5:30am and trucks almost 

hit my husband on a regular basis. lack of transit on holidays and into Vancouver during the day 

173. We are growing quickly in people but not as a city.  Our streets are getting too crowded with vehicles, not enough 

buses. 

174. Steep terrain, train tracks separating town, lack of pedestrian and bike-only paths. 

Top Improvements Needed   

# Response 

1. Developing dedicated bike lanes for N-S and E-W travel around the District and building-out sidewalks in the many 

busy areas without any should be top priorities. 

2. More bike lanes 

More sidewalks 

3. More transit stops, hours, frequency.   

4. 1. Pedestrian Access  

2. Public Transit 

3. Goods Transport 

5. Anything would be a good start. Look to Maple Ridge/Pitt Meadows for their bike network. Look to North Van for how 

they've accommodated their similar geography.  

And nice trails throughout the city to encourage people to walk.  

6. Service from mission to maple  ridge, to agassiz 

7. Transits does not cover Mission areas well enough, it does not go late enough. You can't go to the movies at night by 

taking the bus. When I worked evenings downtown I couldn't take the bus home after work as they were not running 

when my shift finished. We are a commuting city, but we don't have easy ways to connect to transit. Again a park and 

ride would be great near the junction, easy to get over the bridge or to hyw7,would encourage more carpooling and 

transit use. 

8. 1) Sidewalks 

2) lit crosswalks 

3) Densification of the Downtown and in around Cedar providing easier access to transit and increased usage. 

9. more reliable transit 

less focus on bicycle network 

less focus on making a provincial highway through downtown a transport unfriendly road 

10. Lights over crosswalks, Saturday WCE, enforce parking in downtown 
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11. Skytrain 

Buses from mission to maple ridge more often 

More frequent buses within city 

12. New smaller busses running more often , more trains to bigger communities  

13. - sidewalk increase at various locations 

- Abbotsford to Mission light rail system via cp rail line 

- transit connecting Maple Ridge 

14. 1. Snow plows.  I moved to Canada 9 years ago and still joke with my family in Missouri that it appears that the lower 

mainland has just one or two snow plows that they share, because it takes so long for my road to ever be cleared.  

Just because snow is rather rare compared to my former home, doesn't mean we should be paralyzed for days when it 

does arrive.   

2. We need more sidewalks, especially on main thoroughfares and busy roads.  And those sidewalks need to be 

carefully constructed to accommodate electric scooters, wheelchairs, walkers, and strollers.  We need to consider the 

safety of everyone, but especially our elderly, disabled, and young moms. 

3. Plan stop signs, street lights, and intersections with the anticipated growth of our area carefully.  When I first moved 

to Canada, I lived in Abbotsford.  As I've watched that area explode in growth, I've also watched the results of less 

than stellar city and road planning.  Congestion is the name of the game now.  Mission, with the unfortunate approval 

for multiple high density housing areas, will be in the same boat if care is not taken. 

15. New train overpass 

Route big rigs out of downtown 

More green light left turn advances 

16. stated above 

17. 1.The highway between silverdale and mission is bad. It bottle necks traffic and also is a hazard when it rains due to 

crowning as the water puddles in the ruts and causes hydro planing.  

2. Cedar valley connector. The intersection at 7th needs better planning it's a traffic congestion during peak hours and 

people think they are smart by Cutting in just before 7th northbound. As well as the light at the highway turning left 

(northbound) is too short.  

3. There needs to be a bypass at stave Lk Rd to Horne St overpass. As traffic on long weekends backs up all the way 

to hatzic and this will be a better solution for mission bypass and heavy traffic downtown  

18. I would like to see a bus that goes to Maple Ridge where you can connect to the GVRD system.  

Spaces created along 1st ave for delivery parking only.  

Free secure parking for the vendors on 1st so they don't have to park along first and just move their vehicle every few 

hours.  
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19. 1) truck by-pass for downtown - it will enable downtown area to be reclaimed as a desirable destination for the 

community instead of it's current use as a thoroughfare 

2) downtown needs to become more pedestrian friendly 

3) safety 

20. bypass downtown with large trucks that are not delivering goods in downtown, improve bus transportation to other 

areas so that commuters can get out of their cars  

21. Easier and more efficient way of getting to other cities around mission . 

22. More direct north-south busses. 

More options for biking that provide incentive to bike. 

Easier walking access for strollers. 

23. Improve the bus system for those who rely on it, and to encourage other people to use it, more left turn lanes, better 

goods transport 

24. Re-route Hwy 7 

Encourage commercial development up the hill 

buses that run more frequently 

25. Focus on Cedar from 7th Ave and northward 

Twinning lougheed going west past the industrial area 

More westcoast trains & weekends! 

26. The one way on railway has a poor re entry onto the lougheed and should have a straight through with nonstop at gas 

station inyersection 

27. Bus 

28. see above 

29. Create a transit hub around the WCE 

Increase transit services to other communities and regions 

Transit routes should be north/south oriented 

30. Public transport !!! 

Bicycle transport 

Roads and infrastructure  

31. Buses that run later, more frequently, and meet at the bus loop at the same time to make connections more efficient 

32. See above. Also, would live to see bike networks and wider boulevards in future development areas.  
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33. 1. Implement a more user friendly transit system, encouraging more people to stop using their cars and start using 

buses.  This would require earlier starts and extending the bus routes to all areas of the District of Mission.  The routes 

would also have to be on a more regular basis to some areas. 

2. The logging/gravel trucks and other commercial vehicles need to be taken off of First Avenue 

3. Pedestrian safety needs to be kept in mind whenever making decisions regarding any transportation plans.  The 

cleanliness of the sidewalks also need to be taken into consideration.  As a pedestrian with mobility issues I resent 

having to tiptoe through the sidewalk bombs (dog feces). 

34. Bypass of the downtown area for at least large trucks. Better flow of traffic by syncing the lights better.  

35. Separate the goods movement from the downtown core and make it more pedestrian friendly. 

Greater access to public transit. 

Better connection to the tricities. 

36. Bus services and sidewalks. 

37. First ave becoming pedestrian only. 

Buses to Vancouver on weekends. 

Buses that connect and make trips to shopping ever half hour  instead of every hour . 

38. Improve traffic flow thru downtown 

Improve routes, without school zones, parks etc, need unimpeded traffic flow routes 

39. Angle parking on 1st ave like Langley's one way on fraser highway 

Westcoast express to operate on weekends and evenings 

Add another lane on cedar ave just south of 7th ave.  

40. See previous answer to this question 

41. The ONLY transportation agenda that Council should be pursuing is a comprehensive plan to move Highway 7 traffic 

through Mission in a way that doesn't compromise the District Planning objectives. Until and unless the Province 

agrees to undertake a large investment in Mission's transportation issues, there is no point pursing bandaid short term 

solutions that the public won't support in a sustainable way. 

42. There should be a bridge like there is by the train station over by Safeway that leads to the junction.  

43. I only see a need for future proofing, as, at current levels of residency, I don't see much need for expansion.  We can't 

expand until ridership grows, or else we risk no return on investment. 

44. Transit the goes in both directions more often. If you create a better system it will get used more. Create a route linking 

to translink in Maple Ridge.  

45. Traffic Light with pedestrian control for crosswalks at every major intersection on 7th Ave with adequate street lighting 

Up keep of roads....pavement, line painting, curb painting and crosswalks 
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Schedule delivery times for stores so large trucks are double parked along 1st Ave or in the strip malls blocking 

laneways and or parking spaces 

46. Saturday West Coast Service. 

Return shuttle for west coast (Bud Car type). 

Later WCE service for Friday night (use the Bud Car). 

47. See above 

48. Complete sidewalks in dense areas and ensure walking lanes on rural roads (such as Silverdale road). 

Provide better bus service, including some from rural areas so that seniors can age in place and youth can access 

centralized services. 

Improve our roads (i.e. the surfaces are often breaking down and there are too many unsynchronized traffic signals.) 

49. Keep trying to get the highway moved off of 1st Ave. 

Improve the bus service....to run on Holidays and to go to Superstore (my mother, a senior rides the bus and this is 

what she tells me....she doesn't have a computer) 

Parking on 1st Ave is often full . 

50. 1-More busses leaving to Maple Ridge and Abbotsford. 

2- the Sky Train  in the near future  

3-Safe bicycle roads 

51. Our road network is fine; there is rarely "traffic" that isn't manageable in Mission.  A bicycle network is a farce because 

we are on a hill - no one is going to ride 22 blocks up a hill to Tunbridge from Safeway.  I live with the wasted 'bike 

path' out front of my house and I have never once seen anyone actually use it...instead the cyclists go through the 

walkway adjacent to my house.  We NEED transit infrastructure - it is the foremost component of a liveable city - 

please do some reading in community planning about how important this is and look to Europe!!! 

52. Fix our traffic on Main Street with out sacrificing our public from shopping downtown  

We need a parking high rise  

53. Better transit; more stops, more routes, more frequent.  

I know the bus system in mission is severely underused, but if it was improved, more people would use it. It's just a 

nuisance to use right now 

54. 1- more trains to Vancouver  

2- more busses 

3- 4 lanes to Ruskin 

55. Get more trains into the city daily and on weekends 

Move the main thorough fare through the downtown to the lower road 
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More buses to and fro to Abbotsford 

56. Murray st over pass  

Railway 

parking down town 

57. Increased frequency of buses, sidewalks in all neighbourhoods especially busy roads, improved bus routes 

58. More transit to Vancouver 

Better sidewalks in all parts of community 

Sunday bus service 

59. More buses, better roads, safer places for people to walk. 

60. Double lane Cedar connector with intersection update at 7th. 

Murray St overpass and intersection upgrade 

1st Ave traffic diverson 

61. BIKES: Proper separated bike lanes and other bike infrastructure such as bike racks and bike sharing. PEOPLE: 

Pedestrian paths connecting neighbours to neighbourhood centres and neighbourhoods to each other, following a 

master plan (not ad hoc spaghetti). Sidewalks, crosswalks, speed management devices such as speedhumps or other 

creative ways to make our streets safer and reclaim them for families, dogwalkers, bikes and *people*. TRANSIT: 

Public transit using creative solutions like car sharing, carpooling, smaller vehicles on more varied routes. Public 

transit shelters for comfort and rain protection. Shuttles to welcome Westcoast Express tourists to our wealth of 

recreational and cultural opportunities. 

62. Mission is known for our outdoor adventures, but we have little to nothing within our city/neighbourhoods.  We should 

look to abbotsford as an example of how setup bike/ped networks. 

63. See "Top 3 Challenges" - those would be the top three needed improvement areas 

64. More street lights past tunbridge to Dewedney. Bus svc past egglestone.  At least to Dewedney.  Safer side walks from 

Rosetta to Dewedney.  

65. move industrial traffic around the downtown core instead of through mainstreet 

use smaller buses and adjust bus schedule for high volume times 

add flashing lights to the crosswalks so pedestrians are more visible and cars will feel more compelled to stop/slow 

down 

66. Install sidewalks, paths, trails.  Biking is impractical because of hills. We need more transit, but we're so far from where 

we need to be, it doesn't seem feasible. 

67. Bus connection to Maple Ridge 

Overhead lighting ABOVE crosswalks. The current lighting leaves massive blind spots and hazards to pedestrians and 

drivers at night.  
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68. More day and weekend transit to Vancouver and other stops along the way. 

Walking trails with park like setting at the water front.. less dogs running free would be helpful 

Sidewalks along 14th Ave as it is one of the busiest roads 

69. Bus services 

Transportation services in Silverdale 

Public transit information and accessibility  

70. Rapid bus service to MR, Abbotsford  

Expanded transit within Mission 

A route around downtown core for goods movement  

71. Evening public transit to at least 11 PM 

Bicycle lanes or separate paths, as appropriate and feasible (does not have to be one versus the other) 

Diverting freight and large carriers off 1st Ave 

72. Transit should be more reliable,  with greater access for all members of the community. The drivers and the admin 

staff need training in public relations.  It is unacceptable for drivers to drive by riders trying to catch bus, or leave stops 

early.  People who ride transit try to work their schedule around the transit schedule if bus drivers do not adhere to the 

schedule they leave riders stranded, late for work or school, possibly fired ect. When customers call to complain they 

are told that's how it goes. Unacceptable this is why ridership does not increase in this town.  I tried to take the 

greyhound on a Saturday from the designated stop and the bus never showed.  I ended up driving into Vancouver I 

was not the only person standing there for over an hour.  When we called to ask about the bus it was already on route 

to Vancouver.   

73. 1. Train on weekends, mid morning & late evening. 

2. Buses to outlying homes. 

3. Fuller bus schedule. 

74. 4 lane the Lougheed to Maple Ridge 

Improve WCE / skytrain connections 

75. More Buses 

Longer schedules 

Direct bus to ridge 

76. Traffic flow 

Commercial vehicles must bypass downtown core 

77. Sidewalks - especially on Stave Lake where I see students walking down the hill to school, and others going for walks, 

with little separating them from traffic.  Cherry Ave is hodgepodge as it has been developed...the city needs to connect 

the sidewalks 
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Increase availability of the buses...I have heard too many stories of students having to pay for cabs when they get off 

work at night 

78. Reroute highway to reduce goods transport to downtown during certain times of the day. 

Increase pedestrian walkways and accessibility to all areas of Mission. 

Improve downtown areas 

For parking, and encourage 'stop and shop' - this is, Enable the train to carry passengers to and from Mission daily 

(including weekends) improve downtown parking so business's can benefit from shopping and improved access to 

stores) and promote a more walkable downtown. 

79. Hwy #7 bypass 

Transport/Commercial truck  bypassing downtown 

Hwy #7 double lane widening  

80. Complete bypass 

4 lane hwy to maple ridge  

Another route to cedar valley  

81. More ramps from upper streets to lower streets so pedestrians can avoid major streets like cedar 

82. 1. Pedestrian circuit with lighting for SAFE evening walking and jogging. 2. Pedestrian friendly downtown 3. Pedestrian 

access to riverfront and the junction 

83. n/a 

84. 1. Rework overpass and hwy at Murray st and Hwy 7 interchange. This needs to be reworked so that all truck traffic 

can be diverted around the downtown core. Plus better access and egress as east Mission continues to grow plus 

future potential developments. It is already a huge bottleneck. 

2. Cedar Valley Connector/Hwy 11 and Hwy 7 intersection. The traffic delays continue to worsen and emergency 

vehicle access is being affected as a result. The north bound traffic can back right up to the bridge some days. Cedar 

Valley corridor is growing so Cedar St needs to also be part of this as its where most cars are going. 

3. Hwy 7 between Maple Ridge and Mission needs to be 4 lanes all the way to 272 and beyond. 

85. Ditto to above: link mission with the lower mainland by having vancouver and other communities accessible other than 

during rush hour.  Make this accessibility two way during the day,   

Better and more walking trails in the woods and parks 

Bike routes that are easy in difficulty  

86. Better access to transportation into and out of Vancouver and cities In between.  

A way to bypass through traffic around the city of Mission.  

Do to the increased population of Mission we need to take a look at how to better move around Mission.  
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87. More crosswalks! And more controlled crosswalks. Better street lighting with sidewalks,  and more sidewalks. We are 

not a pedestrian friendly town. 

Parking! Parking! Parking! More of it everywhere,  and enforcement of street parking in neighborhoods. 

88. See above 

89. longer light changes at cedar exchange, road widening of lougheed hwy to silverdale, left turn at murray or just before 

for semi's. 

90. Cheap transit in town 

Rapid transit out of town 

Bypass for vehicles to avoid downtown core 

91. Transit and walking  

92. Move trucks off First 

Later buses 

93. as above, why this redundant question? 

94. Short Term: 

- Cedar Valley connector left turn lane eastbound and through-lane to cedar valley need to be expanded before 

population exceeds the requirement. 

Long Term: 

- Improved traffic flow, parking for Downtown Mission to accommodate locals and local tourists in tandem with 

strategic growth plans and redesign of the core. 

- Investments in analysis for future east-west transit considerations to increase speed and availability to improve 

Mission's sales proposition to potential new residents. 

95. Transit system, goods movement and road networks.  

96. Re-route hwy 7 traffic out of downtown 

reduce traffic entering east mission 

97. Develop main road arterial road system with lights, turn lanes, and  restrict speeds (by various means) on other 

neighbourhood roads. Too many neighbourhood roads now used to by-pass traffic on Cedar and Stave. 

98. HOURLY ALL DAY AND NIGHT TRAIN SERVICE TO VANCOUVER> 

99. 1.  Removing the highway function from the downtown core. 

2.  Improving Cedar Valley connector 

3.  Better bicycle and pedestrian paths 

100. 1. A proper east / west bypass to re-route commercial trucks / heavy traffic off of First Ave. 

2. Re-establishment of regular, good weekend service between Mission and Haney Station in Maple Ridge. 
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3. Improve service on two lines: The Shopper Shuttle and #31 Valley Connector 

101. Bus more routes, buses out to maple ridge, improvement on roads 

102. Downtown bypass using the bridge approaches 

Bike and pedestrian Networks 

Transit 

103. Same as above  

104. A way for pedestrians to safely access the Fraser River. A new downtown bypass utilizing a route that directly 

connects Stave Lake road to the system at Horne Street. Transit is good but can always be improved. 

105. 1. Improved Transit service throughout Mission 

2. Less cul-de-sacs and pedestrian prohibitive street development 

3. Increase dedicated bike lanes - especially around schools, major arterials  

106. Busses to maple ridge 

Secure bike racks to lock bikes at all public buildings & downtown. 

107. More sidewalks, pedestrian friendly routes. 

108. More funding for paving rehabilitation, more funding for expansion of sidewalks,  train departures on the weekend for 

the West Coast express 

109. Planning 

Bus exchange at 2nd Ave 

road standards with respect to subdivision control bylaw 

110. Pedestrian network - need more sidewalks on main thoroughfares to make walking safer 

111. See notes above 

112. Good movement  

bicycle network 

road network 

113. better safe  commutes & public transit will attract more residents. 

safer pedestrian and lit routes will reduce crime 

better roads and cycle paths for familys 

114. Fix the main street traffic, have it going 2 ways.  Better bridge to industrial area.  Improve hwy 7 and hwy 11 

intersection. 

115. More buses, improved bus routes, and safer bus stops. 

Lighting at crosswalks. 
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Rerouting big trucks and commercial vehicles from downtown 

116. first ave         railway ave 

117. see above 

118. Safe bike lanes, roundabouts, two laning railway for truck traffic between the tourist info centre and the old legion( like 

front street in New Westminster). 

119. Re route big trucks from first ave! More parking! A way to bypass the downtown for quicker access to other side of 

town! 

120. Pedestrian pathways/routes, better bus service/scheduling within Mission, better bus scheduling to other cities (I work 

at the Abbotsford hospital and cannot get there by 7 am shift starts using transit).  

121. Convenient trasportation to get downtown vancouver in the evening.  

Better bus systems to support further travel 

122. Consider outside box options. In Portland Oregon they have a gondola to deal with terrain/ hills/ We have the world to 

see and learn from. Look and adapt ideas that work elsewhere. In Brazil they use a similar system to Whistler gondola 

to move ppl around a dense city with hills. Above not through. 

123. A proper bus service that will work for students travelling to Mission Secondary. So that the School owned bus service 

can be cut back so the savings can be put back into the schools. 

124. I really liked the alternate route/bypass idea for the big trucks to get them off the main roads 

125. hmmm,  

longer hours for train (i know that is hard with the train renting time from cpr) 

sky train 

move the #7 to railway 

126. Appropriate sidewalks is a big issue in mission. Especially on major streets such as 14th Ave. 

127. What, again? 

128. bus loops that don't take an hour to get somewhere that should take 15 min. 

public transit to coordinate with public schools  

129. Bus routes along Lougheed highway  

130. Not really sure  

131. 1. Pedestrian overpass to the junction mall. 

2.make railway st. 2 way 

3.no big semi trucks allowed on 1st ave. 

132. Find a way to move people safely over the train tracks  
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133. 1. Address homelessness so families aren't afraid to be out and about mission in a positive manner 2. Fix up 1st 

Avenue /waterfron so we have a quaint positive area to be in our community 3. More activities that appeal to middle 

class families 

134. West coast express hourly 

Buses from rural to suburban  

Extended Abbotsford mission route 

135. Sidewalks and streetlighting. 

Pedestrian controlled crossings (ie: Best and Cade Barr) 

136. See question 3 

137. Expand transit system to rural Mission areas.  Dedicate bike lanes to promote use of biking and less reliance on fossil 

fueled vehicles (especially on lougheed highway). Champion for expansion of Lougheed Highway to 4 lanes 

throughout the Mission District. People might travel this side of the river  but would congestion needs to be improved in 

areas where there is only 2 lanes.   

138. Development 

139. Better public transportation. 

More parking downtown mission. 

Wider streets or ask people to not park on the street to allow less accidents. 

140. - a new north/south road for vehicles getting to cedar valley area. 

- more sidewalks and better lighting to increase pedestrian safety 

- Highway bypass so that it is more efficient for goods movement and safer in our downtown area. 

141. First and foremost the bus system. 

142. first avenue traffic 

transit on holidays  

Pedestrian walkways-  

143. More buses/routes.   

144. Bike & pedestrian paths (non-motorized), sidewalks in Hatzic. 
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How could the District help you walk more often as part of your daily routine?  

# Response 

1. safer routes 

2. If I lived closer to shops out if transit was better in Hatzic I would walk more.  

3. Better pathways that follow the geography, not the roads. Better access to shopping (Improve access over the railroad 

tracks). More cross walks.  

4. put in good walking paths to make it easier to walk to amenities.  and the paths/sidewalks are able to be used by both 

bikes and people.   

5. I get and walk everyday so I feel like it's pretty easy.  

6. Having a path along on this side of the river 

7. Give some points of interest  

8. Provide sidewalks, proper lighting, lit crosswalks, parks worth walking to with attractions in around my home and a 

grocery store above Best Ave.  

9. I live out of the city so nothing would make a difference 

10. Reopen some of the walk throughs that have been closed & create more. More lighting on crosswalks as they are 

unsafe at night. 

11. Have sidewalks in our area by city hall. Have west coast express trains more frequently and on weekends  

12. bigger shoulders  

13. more sidewalks, pedestrian safe, greenway paths 

14. Off leash dog trails or better dog friendly areas 

15. I walk with a friend in the evenings many times, and our route does not have sidewalks the whole way.  There are a 

few busy roads we use, and it is downright scary during the time of the year when it gets dark so early, because the 

shoulder is not adequate and there are no sidewalks on some of those busy roads. 

16. get jerks to not drive like psychos through the intersections by schools 

17. N/a 

18. identify the trails properly 

maintain the trails  

19. Slow down traffic that heads down James st. I don't feel my children are safe crossing there alone. There are also to 

many blind corners there. James and 2nd the worst one when people park in front of church along James.  

20. improve downtown for pedestrian use by implementing a truck by-pass route, increase parking in core (change to 

angled parking), widen sidewalks, add benches and green the area by adding more plantings, and lastly make is safer 

to be there 
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21. More walking paths and sidewalks up past 14th 

22. Covered walkways on north-south routes.  

More space between sidewalks and cars on East side of Cedar St.  

Weight activated moving walkway (airport style) going up Grand would make it easier to get my kids to walk. 

23. I already walk three times a day, don't need help 

24. Put commercial services closer to homes 

25. More Parks 

26. Get rid I the hills ( ha ha) 

27. safer walking paths, now its just side of busy roadway with blind corners 

28. Densifiction of residential and commercial development 

29. Providing safe footpaths especially on Nelson and around Mission Sorts park and everywhere  

30. More sidewalks. 

31. spread out the commercial areas in the city. Everything is down at the bottom of the hill is not convenient when you 

live at the top in cedar valley.  It would be nice to see a small shopping center, with smaller grocery store.  

32. First and foremost be aware of pedestrian safety.  It becomes very difficult to use the sidewalks during the winter when 

snow falls and the sidewalks do not get cleaned off.  As a person who needs to use canes and has issues with 

balance these sidewalks tend to deter me from venturing outdoors.   

During the spring and summer the sidewalks need to be kept clear of growth from blackberries, and shrubs from 

properties.  I find it particularly upsetting to walk on sidewalks where there are no homes and the plants and shrubs in 

that area have taken over the sidewalks.  I feel the district would be wise to keep these sidewalks free of the plantlife 

encouraging the pedestrians to stay on the sidewalk and not forced to step out into the street. 

It would be wonderful if our parks had walking trails where dogs were not permitted to go at all.  If a proper fence were 

put around the dog park in Centennial Park more dog owner may be more inclined to use that area.  If dogs are found 

to be outside of the dog park, off leash, the owners need to be fined.  This may require an unmarked district vehicle 

sitting up at the park with an employee in street clothes.  It would also be beneficial if there was more than one 

properly fenced dog park. 

33. More in town trails that are user friendly. 

34. Better and more sidewalks. 

35. Develop the river to provide shops and restaurants and walkways  

36. Crack down on speeding/wild driving habits. 

37. Sidewalks 

38. Allow a grocery or produce store to open somewhere nearer to the east side on the north side of the railway tracks. 

Most of my errands are to get food and neither of these kinds of business are anyway near my home. 
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* I currently walk for recreation (Heritage Park or to Leisure centre) and commuting (taking my oldest child to and from 

school) as much as 5 days a week. It's food that I have no option to walk. 

39. I don't feel safe walking long distances and there are too many parts where you are walking alone on the highway 

40. I walk on my personal treadmill... 

41. It can't and I don't expect it to. 

42. Due to the very nature of Mission, I can't really walk for shopping (I live up on a hill, where all shopping is at the bottom 

of said hills. 

That said, I walk to commute every morning, as well as going for walks with my family, and hiking on weekends. 

Mission is where I live, due in part to its proximity to nature/green spaces. 

43. Put sidewalks along streets and improve transit so I can walk one way and take transit back.  

44. make crosswalks safer with adequate lighting and controlled traffic lights and the up keep of sidewalks...fix major 

cracks from tree roots, etc 

45. Pedestrianise 1st. 

46. I cannot walk in my area (Silverdale) without being in the traffic lane and it is very dangerous. 

47. Reduce the rain outside and find us a larger place to live where I can put a treadmill and a few other exercise 

machines and we can use them when I get a few minutes. Lol 

48. No one can help you walk. You have to take it upon yourself to get up off the couch and get outside for a nice walk 

around.  

There is not one thing the district  of Mission could do to make me walk more than I already do. I walk a lot 

and am in great shape. 

49. We live on a massive hill.  No one walks anywhere, and unless you intend to flatten the hill they never will!!!!!  I run for 

exercise but that has nothing to do with this survey.  

50. provide side walks, safe walking space.  

51. Cross walks and walking paths to The Junction and Superstore 

52. Brighter crosswalks or like in town, have the pedestrian flashers at crosswalks 

53. Ensure roadways actually have sidewalks and they are maintained. 

54. more and safer walkways 

55. More sidewalks, some areas are not safe as traffic is too busy  

56. Sidewalks sidewalks sidewalks . Dunsmuir street should have a sidewalk! 

57. Downtown more inviting. 

Walkway along river frontage on mission side (create waterfront and park beside mission bridge) 
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58. Making roads more stroller friendly by adding sidewalks and sloped curb transitions to road where needed. 

59. Less hills lol. In all seriousness, more parks. Nicer places to walk and if I felt safe walking. 

60. Consistent sidewalks. More places to walk such as having a walkway down at the river.  

61. not practical for us. 

62. 1. Build something nearby worth walking to. A charming coffeeshop, a small grocer, and a salon, but NOT a stripmall 

and a swath of parking lot. A community park worth visiting. A dog park. 2. Make it safe to walk. Sidewalks, 

crosswalks, slow down the drivers, put some space between walkers and drivers - better yet a network of pedestrian-

only paths that are pleasant to walk. 3. Encourage folks to clean up their lots - I dont want to walk through a ghetto, 

past grow-ops or trash heaps. 

63. Trail Networks. 

64. Employ me and then I could walk to work every day. 

65. If there was better bus svc  I would def. use the svc to safely go to parks. Park events.  Leisure center   Shopping.  

66. Add more green spaces and more community centres (pharmacy, small grocers, restaurants) so there is somewhere 

nice to walk to. Having a destination is more reason to go for a walk and if a restaurant or store is close by I won't feel 

the need to drive down town as often 

67. Sidewalks, crosswalks. 

68. Better cross walk lighting.  

Sidewalks in main areas on both sides of street.  

69. Sidewalks and waterfront park 

70. more sidewalks on side street and better lighting 

71. Have appropriate and safe walkways, sidewalks etc  

72. Ensure safe sidewalks or roadsides, including in semi rural areas 

73. Improve public transit, especially in the evenings to get to and from parks, downtown, recreation center, other walking 

venues.  (West side south portion is the only part of Mission that gets any evening bus service) 

Encourage more shopping, restaurants, etc. on the hill - Cherry Ave region. 

74. Have decent walking paths walking on pavement or concrete is not good on body dynamics. 

75. Add more buses to outlying areas to get to hiking areas.  

Have buses to outlying houses so that I can go downtown to show & walk around. 

76. I walk a lot.  But I'd say more streetlights on ore streets at night 

77. They can't help 

78. Sidewalks!! 
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79. Have well lit walkways on London avenue area near the junction. Have bigger sidewalks - especially downtown. Have 

more trails more access ways to be Able to walk anywhere in Mission. Consider small cluster neighbourhoods to 

encourage people to walk to their needs: shopping, recreation etc. encourage nature trails and multi use walkways 

(bikes, walks, scooters, dog walkers, horse riders etc).have more garbage cans along side walks and trails and 

benches for resting. 

80. Nothing they could do...personal choice to get out and walk! 

81. Better trail networks 

82. Lighting  

83. More ramp catwalks.  Side walks along 14th. More police stopping speeders along common pedestrian streets.  

84. Sidewalks‼️ 

85. Shopping at the top of the hill. 

86. Sidewalks, lighting 

87. Paved walkway in a park or around Millpond. 

88. No idea.  

89. Improve the downtown core so that there are more destinations to walk to.  Improve trails to downtown, including 

increasing safety (I.e. Provide places for the homeless persons so that their presence does not overwhelm patrons) 

90. reduce the hills 

91. Interconnect paths from different sections of city, re-route downtown traffic onto a bypass to make downtown more 

walkable 

92. Sidewalks on both sides. Good lighting on the streets. 

93. Covered rest areas 

94. I don't need the districts help but better planning of housing developments to  reduce daily automobile trips , such as 

making it mandatory that some services are included in the developments plan. 

95. First, more trails for hiking and outdoor activities, Mission should be known for an outdoor lifestyle, both in the 

community and in the forests surrounding the district, I think this is essential to the districts future growth. Second, and 

this is two-fold, you need one to have the other and vice-versa, more accessibility to shopping by distributing and 

enhancing local and national retail outlets abilities to develop plots both in food and beverage as well as retail 

throughout the district in pockets where urbanization is planned or occurring, this also requires walking paths 

connecting areas with ease which should not represent a big city concrete path but an upscale outdoor walking trail 

feel (as a branding practice). Ease of access to the paths as well as the distance to and from shopping centers 

(probably 10 - 15 mins) should be considered. 

96. accessibility - linking areas together; and safety 

97. more sidewalks 
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98. Build a system of urban trails. For example with the development of Cedar Valley why is there no trail circumventing 

the whole of Cedar Valley, or at least plans for one. Print maps that combine roads with interconnecting walking paths 

between neighbourhoods. 

99. We live on Tanager, just off 14th and usually drive to Christine Morrison school. There are no walkways that would 

ease our walk. We are forced to either go to Hurd or cedar. It seems that schools should be easier to access in town 

100. proper dog parks and walking trails 

101. wider sidewalks with street trees 

painted cross walks  

better lighting 

102. 1. Make central Mission more walkable with a safe, well-lit trail (for bikes & pedestrians) between First Ave and the 

waterfront.  

2. Build a two-level car park behind Mission Place Mall. Keep the lower level free, but charge low rates for the upper 

level, so that more folks can walk about downtown to shop. (Finish the project with an attractive market square on top 

of the new parkade. The square could become the new home of MCFM, and bring me and many other walkers into 

downtown to shop longer.) 

103. More sidewalks (14th Ave near our largest park doesn't even have a sidewalk!) 

Better maintained sidewalks  

Improve maintenance of street lighting (unsafe at night when so many are burnt out) 

104. Safer corridors. Example Stave Lake between 11th and Dewdney Trunk. It may be the quickest route to get to HPSS, 

Riverside College, or the mall but walking or biking on that section and many others is dangerous. So people will drive 

to save time. Quick safe routes enable more people to walk or bike. Also our sidewalks and lighting is so sporadic. The 

centennial park side walk on taulbut ends at 11th and no sidewalk on 14th? These are just 2 examples 

105. Slow drivers down.    

Pedestrian crosswalk at wren and 7th should be a three way stop.  Very dangerous for drivers and pedestrians alike  

106. I would love to be able to safely walk from Murray Street to the Save On Foods Mall and from here to the park on the 

Fraser River.  

107. Increase ped linkages 

108. Ensure developers put in sidewalks. 

Promote infill development within walking distance to services. 

109. More side walks. 

110. to many sketchy people out on the streets 

111. Add sidewalks on both sides of the roads to main roads and busy neighbourhoods such as 14th Ave.,Cherry Ave., 

Stave Lake St. between 11th and Dewdney Trunk Rd. 
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112. sidewalks 

113. Better lighting and more sidewalks 

114. don't think the district could make it any easier for me to walk more 

115. build walkways 

116. safety 

117. Better, more often bus service to get around hills. 

118. Sidewalks in some key areas (14th ave.) 

Enforce road safety/safe driving. Too many speeders, people who do not stop for people crossing crosswalks, people 

who do not stop at stop signs. SOOO many bad drivers in Mission!!! 

Better lighting at crosswalks 

119. sidewalks around centennial park 

120. walking strips on both sides of a road (where feasible) 

121. More sidewalks on some of the side streets such as Egglestone west of Cedar, traffic calming on Cedar 

122. Have safe walking/bike paths (similar to Abbotsford Discovery Trail or paths in Calgary). Encourage small businesses 

to open in residential areas so vehicles aren't needed-like grocery stores, cafes, etc. Walking in our hilly city with bags 

of groceries is currently too difficult but closer stores would make it easier.  

123. Awareness. ppl don't realize the current trail systems. Stairs and trails connect many parts of Mission. Get ppl out to 

explore. 

124. Not sure as we are a community of hills maybe an all weather running track.  

125. the sidewalk let down on the south west corner 7th and stave is dangerous. in order to cross the road going north you 

have to step out into traffic coming up stave if you have a wagon/stroller/bike. With little ones it's extremely 

frustrating!!! 

126. more sidewalks in some areas and trails. 

bike lanes 

127. The reason I don't walk that much is my schedule so the district can not assist. 

128. The only place I'd walk is downtown, would be great to have a good reason to go there and not have to contend with 

traffic. No point in making pedestrian connections between big box stores. 

129. used to walk kids to schools, but schools got changed, so we have to drive 

130. Make safer roads with walking shoulders or sidewalks  

Eg- Ferndale 

131. More park trails 

132. as mentioned the waterfront is not well connected to downtown or the junction. 
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133. Walking club 

134. Longer traffic light for scooters  

Ramps 

Wider sidewalks 

135. Sidewalks 

136. More sidewalks ( example Hyde street between Best and 14th ) 

137. Having easy areas to park and safely walk.  Having a walking bridge to The Junction would definitely increase our 

desire to walk either from The Junction or to downtown or Mission Hills. 

138. I walk daily, so this question doesn't apply to me. I feel that I walk a lot and don't need more. (seriously I walk 9 miles a 

day) 

139. more sidewalks and walking paths. 

better lighting 

connectivity 

140. Nothing 

141. I need to get in better shape. I would also say have facilities, shops etc walker friendly. I would walk more if there were 

places I could sit down on to take a rest... ie benches downtown 

142. Make streets a little safer especially 30km zones 

143. Pedestrian paths & sidewalks 

How could the District help you cycle more often as part of your daily routine?  

# Response 

1. very good 

2. Better pathways 

3. Cycling for anything other than recreation is almost impossible, especially if I want to get my kids involved. Cycling is 

NOT SAFE in this city. Pictures of bikes on the road way DOES NOT make a bike path. We need more bike racks, 

especially in shopping areas. And a bike lift would make cycling for shopping possible. I shouldn't have to drive my kids 

out of the city for them to ride their bikes safely on dykes and trails in Abbotsford/Maple Ridge.   

4. as the previous question 

5. Having a path along this side of the river... it would be nicer than the streets and you dont have to pack up the bike to 

go to the other side of the river 

6. Help the FVMBA and spend some $ on the trail system @ Bear Mountain and Red Mountain. 
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7. better description of bike lanes  

8. Develop bike network linking various dykes with fraser river, missions waterfront 

9. More bike lanes 

10. If we cycle, we actually take our bikes elsewhere.  But for those who do use it for transportation or exercise within town, 

having adequate shoulders (maybe even more bike lanes) or wide lanes would probably be good.  

11. N/a 

12. Offer a low cost way to secure a bike on my property so our bikes don't get stolen.... 

13. Make it easier to shortcut through parks (like Griner Park) by not impeding the entrance at the top with tight gates. 

14. Mission is tooo hilly for me to cycle 

15. can't ride bike - sorry 

16. Providing safe cycle areas on roads  

17. Have you tired riding a bicycle up and down the hill?  It's not bad if your going east and west. But there is no useful 

destinations in that direction.  

18. Get rid of the hills, lol 

19. Wider trails that are bike friendly. 

20. Mission is all hills...cycling is not easily done.  

21. With three young children, cycling is not going to increase in our family, due to logistics, for a while yet. Not sure there is 

anything the district could do to change that. 

22. If there were more bike lock-ups and bike lanes - again the main routes of transportation are on highways which arent 

safe! 

23. N/A 

24. It can't and I don't expect it to. 

25. Bike lanes...  

26. I occasionally ride my bike to the train station.  Unless the district can make it sunny every day, there's not much in the 

way of me using my bike. 

27. Hills are too much for me 

28. Again, I would love to cycle in my area, but the roads are not safe for bicycles.  Nonetheless, this is NOT a priority for 

me given our limited resources.  Mission's hilly terrain and rainy weather make cycling a purely free time activity.  I 

cannot ride to work and would not see it as a good investment to spend money on dedicated bicycle lanes.  I would 

rather the $$$ go to making pedestrians safer and providing more bus trips and coverage. 

29. Buy me a bike and somewhere to put the bike......but really not into biking up and down hills, especially with some of the 

streets being to narrow. 
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30. I don't cycle. 

31. Once again folks - we live on a massive hill.  Go down to safeway with the ten bikes that were donated to Youth 

Unlimited in Mission and offer people $20 to ride up the hill to their homes.  I bet that no one will take you up on it, its 

time that the district be realistic about their priorities and stragies.  I have a bike, and when I ride it, I first drive to the 

mountains and then I hop one...because its a mountain bike...for recreation, and riding up mountains.   

32. mission is much to hilly for people to cycle around. Quit making bike 'lanes'. I'm never going to bike anywhere from my 

house because that means I need to bike back up stave lake St and that's not happening 

33. Have more parallel trails next to roads such as down Stave Lake street 

34. Buy me a bike! 

35. safer and places easier to ride (for us novices) 

36. Campaign increased awareness for drivers regarding cyclists on cycling routes! 

37. Buses able to carry bikes on front rack to make going up hill faster/ easier 

38. I just dont bike right now.  

39. not practical 

40. We get on our bikes maybe twice per year, and each time we're disappointed: it's too scary to ride with kids on Mission 

streets. We want separated bike lanes, driver education, respectful sharing of the road space. We want a place to lock 

up our bikes when we arrive at out destination. We count only TWO Distrtict owned bike racks in our entire city 

(Heritage Park). Seventh avenue in particular is an easy ride, mostly flat, connects both ends of town - plenty of space 

for a separated bike lane. Give us a chance to show we want to ride! How about a ciclovia event? 

41. Same as above, trail networks.   I don't mind riding on the roads but family does not, but their options are limited. 

42. Can't make out question.  

43. Add a conveyor belt so I don't have to ride back up hill :P 

44. Get rid of the hills? 

45. n/a 

46. From where we live, there is not a safe or easy route to town and many streets do not have a marked boulevard. 

47. Consult with cycling orgs, specialists and experts about proven methods of developing cycle lanes, paths, traffic 

accommodation and so forth. 

48. Give me a bike mine was stolen. 

49. Community shared bikes for the downtown area. But I don't cycle because the traffic is too fast, noisy & dangerous for 

my enjoyment & also I don't like the hills. 

50. Thy can't help 

51. Nothing...But I appreciate the cycling routes painted on the roads of Mission... If anything they make motorists aware of 

cyclists due to the repetitive marking on the road 
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52. Better cycling trails 

53. Bicycle lanes. Better education of rules of bikes and traffic both for cars and bicyclist. More police to reduce bike theft. I 

do not feel comfortable locking my bike anywhere in Mission 

54. Nothing  

55. Sidewalks, lighting 

56. Too many hills..  A route that didn't include a steep incline from downtown?  

57. More bike access, get rid of the hills, not sure. 

58. Bike lanes, trails, planned and measured routes with elevation identified  

59. Paved bike paths and not just bike symbols painted on the streets.  

60. Encourage an east/west route since mission is built on a hillside 

61. The hills in town are daunting. Not sure you can fix that! 

62. not a priority in my mind 

63. Make mission flat.  ;) 

64. proper bike lanes 

the current "bike routes" in Mission need to be re-done by someone who understands how about modern bike routes 

are planned and implemented - eg see Abbotsford  

65. Sweep/wash the Mission Bridge (hwy 11) sidewalk!! 

66. Follow a master plan and develop cycling paths according to developed and established provincial policy and 

specifications. 

67. Take out the hills lol 

68. 1. dedicated bike paths (or shared with pedestrians) 

2. dedicated bike lanes on main routes (i.e. 7th Avenue) or at the very least identify that the lanes are shared. 

3.  promote cycling in the community so it has less of a negative stigma associated with it 

69. Cycling trails in Heritage Park. Beyond that, not much because for regular cycling, I'd normally need to use Lougheed 

Highway, which is never ever safe for inexperienced cyclers. 

70. Have less hills   hahaha 

71. I will ride no matter what and always have. There is so much that could be done though. Quick safe routes between 

point a and b will help others ride with confidence. It is no different than walking just much faster.  

72. Nothing could change it  

My children frequently ride bikes and state that they feel unsafe on the roads and will only use sidewalks.(They're all 

teenagers)  
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73. Increase dedicated bikes lanes on busy commuter streets  

74. More bike racks 

75. Nothing 

76. dedicated bike lanes...its too scary riding your bike downtown or anywhere in this town. You have to ride on the road 

and vehicles get real mad when you take up there space 

77. Be able to hop on more frequent buses to get up and down hills to shopping areas. 

78. My husband cycles almost every day to work and has few problems. But I imagine the same would apply for cycling as 

for pedestrians.  

79. its okay 

80. Bike lane on Cedar 

81. Have nice trails along the river so I can cycle and pull a bike trailer with children.  

82. Many roads are not bike friendly. To go from downtown to junction for example. 

83. Lockable bike rakes in key areas.  

84. better bike lanes 

85. Flatten it. 

86. Mission is on a hill!  how can you possibly cycle downtown, then back up? 

87. Bike lanes. NOT bycicles painted on the road. Nor the signs of bycicles that show me that almost every road in mission 

is a bike route. That is true of any street regardless of wasting thousands of dollars on paint and signs!!! 

88. Too hilly  

89. Help with a map on less hilly bike routes 

Bike lanes 

Bike parking spaces in safe area 

90. In ( MY ) opinion Mission is too hilly for bike commuting unless much more bus routing /times and bike access on transit 

is established. 

91. If there was a dedicated bike lane on Lougheed Highway from Ruskin to Mission I would ride my bike to work or to town 

for shopping but I feel it is unsafe to do so at the moment.  Dedicated bike lanes would promote us to get out on streets 

in town too. 

92. N/A - I don't like to bicycle. 

93. more walking strips and trails for riding off the busy roads 

94. Nothing 

95. Make bike lanes  
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96. Dedicated cycling paths  

How could the District help you take public transit more often as part of your daily 

routine?  

# Response 

1. Build a skytrain 

2. ACCESS!!! 

3. There's very little that would encourage me to use a bus at this point. I'd prefer to walk or cycle. The only minor thing 

may be better access of bikes (not just mine, but my kids as well), so that if we do cycle to the library or to shopping, 

that we'd have an option to get home with our books/purchases up the hill.  

4. Transit doesn't go close to my house (45min wall to bus stop) I work in Abbotsford and if there were a park and ride 

downtown I could park and take transit the rest of the way.  

5. na 

6. Improve Transit in Mission... 

7. Light rail system up Cedar Ave, West Coast Express on weekends 

8. If the west coast express ran on weekends as well  

9. More west last express trains and more frequently. Have them on weekends.. Also have local buses in the rural routes 

past 6 pm  

10. Offer it in my area ! slightly North of city hall  

11. Have buses that go to maple ridge 

12. I am blessed to have my own vehicle, and would only use public transportation if it actually would be a significant 

savings of time and resources.  I typically only use it when traveling in other areas of the world, to get from the airport 

to my hotel or something like that.  But from what I hear from those who do rely upon it, the limited locations and 

routes, as well as the length of time it takes to travel such a short distance are significant challenges.   

13. Make more stops mid town around 5th and alder 

14. N/a 

15. My children would take the bus to see their dad in Maple Ridge, if there was one available 

16. expand service of West Coast Express to include later travel times to/from Vancouver 

17. I would like to be able to take transit into vancouver on the weekends to avoid driving.  I have a daycare so through the 

week public transit is not an option 

18. My wife walks down to the Library (from Best and Hyde) because the bus routes going down don't take her straight 

down. Some quick north-south shuttles would be great. 
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19. Make the major shopping areas easily accessible by public transit, the commuter bus connecting the malls is a good 

idea, but takes too long 

20. Run buses more frequently 

21. Bus does not come anywhere near the Stave Falls area 

22. Densification  

More frequent services 

Connections to other communities and regions 

23. There are no routes available so I am housebound as I cannot drive due to health reasons  

24. Instruct bus drivers how to be courteous.  Fully pull to the side of the road.  Use turn signals instead of four way 

flashers (they're for emergency use, not indicators that you're parked). 

25. My pet peeves with transit is the busses don't meet at the same time at the bus stop downtown. It's a pain when you 

have to wait another half hour because the bus you want to take has come and gone before its scheduled time.   

26. Access to certain new areas of mission would be appreciated. Running the buses for longer time periods, ie 1 am 

27. I have had a difficult time with the transit for several reasons.  One particular reason is that the drivers do not always 

keep to schedules and will leave stops early.   

I have a difficulty standing and feel it would be of benefit for those people who are like me to have a covered bench at 

the stops.  I understand that this can be difficult due to vandalism.   

In order to keep taking transit I would like to see the system more accessible.  I have found it is not frequent enough 

on the Hatzic route.  I also think it needs to cover the entire area of the District of Mission.  As I have already 

mentioned, previously, it is far too limiting in its area of coverage. I would also suggest smaller buses like the Shoppers 

Shuttle be used in the more difficult terrain of Mission (ie steep hills) thus allowing people who have some mobility 

issues (yet are not eligible for HandiDart) to use the system.  

28. n/a 

29. Friendlier service and extra services to areas like superstore.  Victoria has an awesome transit system.   

30. I've stopped taking transit since it only takes me to walmart (work) once a hour , I can take the bus to Abbotsford faster 

than I can across Mission. 

31. Yuk 

32. You Can't 

33. Not going to happen. Living in the rural area of Mission, public transit is not an option. Even if I was living in the CBD, it 

would take more money than the District could ever spend to advance our local transit to the point it would be viable in 

a meaningful way. 

34. We need later running buses, it's stupid that they stop at 6  

35. Transit is a viable option for my family and I to do a great many things.  Truthfully it is the freedom and convenience of 

our vehicle that prevents more often the usage of transit. 
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I use transit every day, Monday through Friday to commute.  I take the bus to and from the West Coast Express unless 

I am biking to or from the train. 

You want me on transit more?  I need to be able to find a high paying job in Mission, rather than Vancouver.   

36. Transit both ways, on time buses, more frequent buses 

37. I travel from Mission to Richmond daily.  

38. No longer work in Vancouver so no need to use west coast express.  

39. There is no bus service in my area at all.  As a result, youth cannot take part in many community services and seniors 

have to leave the area once they are no longer able to drive. 

40. As I said in regards to my mother, who does take the bus.....put a few buses on a holiday, put a bus that goes to 

Superstore.   

41. Implement more busses with more routes that go into more remote areas. I would take the bus if it was close to where 

I live but it's quite the distance away.  

42. All of the transit I take is outside of the Mission district.....it takes me almost as long to get from the WCE station to my 

house on Best as it takes me to get from Port Moody to Mission station.  Ridiculous!   

43. more buses and trains out of Mission. I am actually missing out on shifts due to train and train bus restrictions. My 

husband missed out on 3 permanent positions because of train bus and train scheduling.  

44. More stops 

More frequent visits to bus stops  

45. More Trains, more busses with links to other connections 

46. More buses to Abbotsford 

More daily trains into Vancouver 

Trains into Vancouver on the weekends. 

47. more routes, more often 

48. Different routes 

49. Offer increased west coast express service! West coast express is Mission's gold mine . Way more people would live 

here if the train ran more ie afternoons evenings weekends! 

50. More frequent and better connected service 

51. Increase west coast express departures to during the day and late evening 

52. Not having such long wait times for buses, and not having to transfer a bunch of times to get to one place 

53. not interested. 

54. I dont know enough about the transit routes or schedules to make it easy for me to just 'catch a bus'. Make it easy for 

me. Make it something 'normal' people do. Make it more inviting. The condition of the bus shelters alone is enough to 

make me decide the 'public transit experience' is not gonna be a good one. You're not even trying. Install proper 
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shelters, include a countdown timer I can read from a block away so I know how long the wait is for the next bus, put 

up some signage so I know how much the fare is, put some art on the shelter or a little free library nearby so I have a 

way to pass the waiting time, let me know my bike is welcome on the bus, and most of all ensure the bus goes where I 

wanna go when I want to go there, and that it won't take too long to get there. Easy enough, hahaha! 

55. Isn't your issue, but the West Coast Express should go more often, especially during sporting events.   Obviously its 

an issue with renting the tracks, but I wish the scheduling was more like the GO Train in Ontario. 

56. More accessible to us in out lying areas.   

57. Make a better connection between maple ridge and mission so you don't end up stranded 

58. Nothing. 

59. better link during day time and weekends for the WestCoast Express.. discount for Mission Residents 

60. Have public transit available in Silverdale 

61. Public transit does not reach us (west of sports park). 

62. Extend evening service to be fair and equitable to all parts of the district 

Co-ordinate better with all of Westcoast Express schedules 

make sure public transit is safe and accessible, especially for women and disabled 

63. Better schedule,  more professional drivers and administration staff, drivers adhere to schedule. Complaints need to 

be addressed not brushed off and ignored. 

64. Have a bus stop near my house, within 7 minutes walk. The closest one is 35 minutes away. 

65. improve connections to Burnaby 

66. I would never take transit in Mission 

67. Have the west coast express run more often and on weekends and evenings. 

68. Nothing as I need a car to get to and from work because transit doesn't work during my work times 

69. Encourage weekend west coast express 

70. Make it safer..  Selling drugs outside the library while bringing my girls in is very concerning.  

71. More services on west coast express likje wifi! And more train time options. Not early enough for my commute and 

doesnt come home early enough.  

72. Run regular connection between mission and maple ridge - our household would use public transit daily 

73. Make it more accessible, better hours and service 

Connect with other transit systems 

74. Not sure if you could. But eventually my child will using it.. I want to know it is safe and affordable 

75. Used to need it everyday 
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76. better connection to rest of lower mainland 

77. Better / more frequent routes?  We would take the bus to school but circumventing the town & adding 30 mins to the 

journey = ouch 

78. This is irrelevant to me currently but in the past I've utilized the West Coast Express (while living in Port Moody and 

Coquitlam), I think the West Coast Express is a core element of Mission which is a risk and a strength for the district. If 

the service can be expanded in time slots, the district would greatly benefit, if we lose the agreement, the district would 

lose a massive selling proposition to potential residents. I understand this is a regional conversation, partnerships and 

consortiums between local leaders would benefit in negotiations. 

79. VERY limited service (2x a day) where I live 

80. We used to take transit every week. As our family grew I found it toodifficult to deal with it's unpredictability. 

81. HOURLY TRAIN SERVICE - ALL DAY AND NIGHT UNTIL MIDNIGHT> 

82. Improve access transit stops with better sidewalks and paths. 

More frequent buses and weekend routes  

Weekend service for the train. 

83. 1. Vastly improve service in and out of Haney Station. 

2. Improve frequency of service on the Valley Connector 

84. Improved scheduling (frequency) 

One trip to University of Fraser Valley Abbotsford campus from Mission campus (or vice-versa) could take 3-5 hours 

85. Not sure but many need it. 

86. I wouldn't take transit ever.  

87. Better connectivity e.g. downtown to District Hall 

88. Expand hours on the westcoast express to include services to Vancouver in the afternoon and on weekends. 

89. Tried it once and it was very confusing, getting to a place took one bus, but getting home required three. 

90. have the buses more frequently 

91. not applicable 

92. there is no accessible public transit routes near me 

93. If they were more frequent. 

94. More frequent stops. Better routes. LOWER RATES. Enhanced public safety at the main library stop, it is scary being 

there, especially after dark.  

95. West Coast Express on weekends so I don't have to drive! 

96. Make the routes so that it does not take an hour to get to town. Time is important to everybody today when you have 

to spend more time on a bus then it takes to walk to town what is the point. Make it convenient for people to use.   
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97. discounts for cyclists needing to get back up the hills/mountain 

98. would allow me to go downtown more often 

99. When I used to take transit every day for work. I had to leave my house at 6 am to get to my job in Abbotsford for 

8:30.  

100. Better access to services. 

101. Include school time drop offs and pick up 

102. The schedules need to cover a bigger area and run more frequent  

103. Hook up with rural area 

Allow pets on bus 

Place for walker or scooter 

104. Not have to take two buses to get throughout the community and to shopping district from subdivisions. 

105. See previous answer 

106. We live in west Mission with no public transit.  It would be very helpful to have transit here.  Even if it was only for a 

couple of runs a day.  If our car breaks down we are absolutely stuck and walking the highway is not safe 

107. For it to be available on Sundays, be more frequent and reach areas like at the bottom of cedar valley and be available 

late at night or early mornings, particularly on weekends and holidays. 

108. more frequent trips 

connecting to evergreen line 

109. Nothing 

110. Better train time to vancouver should've more trains to add more times  

111. better routes, times, on holidays, benches to wait etc 

112. predictable schedules 

Additional Comments  

# Response 

1. Some of these questions did not provide enough context and it made it difficult to answer the question in a meaningful 

way. My biggest issues with transportation in Mission are related to the University and my student's commute. It takes 

almost 2 hours to commute between Abbotsford and Mission. There is no public transportation for my students who live 

in Maple Ridge, and no public transportation from Heritage Park to downtown after 6:00 pm. My other issue is access to 

the Fraser River. The infrastructure only serves industry and not our residents. 
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2. There are many bikes on the Lougheed from Mission to Harrison and there is not enough room for them on the road... 

there should be a safe place for them and having a path along the river would be very idealistic and not only would it be 

great for the bikes but for people who would like to take along walk but not have to go on the hwy. 

3. do not fall into the thinking that making transport trucks detour around downtown will make a difference.  many of them 

already avoid downtown.  It is not a priority as only a few logging trucks and gravel trucks use first or railway.  the 

money that would be spent implementing this useless idea would be better spent elsewhere 

4. Sidewalks along stave Lake street would be nice as many vehicles drive really  fast down here and there is I safe place 

to walk  

5. manzer street also is terrible to drive since the road was dug up to replace the culverts. I do not know if this was 

temporary paving until drier weather ? Is manzer to be repaved?  

6. Glad it's a priority. I have had youth stay here and although Abbotsford is fairly accessible maple ridge isn't. I also find 

that sending youth to the major loop on second ave is such a sketchy area I'm Leary of sending them to catch transport 

there. Sad seeing as all of our library, museum and transit hub are across from two of the worst houses in mission. 

7. Let's take advantage of the WCE and build a transportation plan around the WCE station. I expect my elected 

representatives to make public transportation options a priority including working diligently to increase WCE service for 

Mission. 

8. Please provide better public transport to attract more people and bio senses to our beautiful home town of Mission  

9. We love the small town setting, but there seems to be a lack of family friendly trails and parks. 

10. Quit planning subdivisions with coach houses, suites and narrow roads with no consideration to the number of vehicles 

that households have. A family of 4 could have a min of 4 vehicles plus their tenant (s). 

11. I would love to see an area for Missionites to enjoy the waterfront, would love to go for a night on the town (westcoast 

express) , 1st ave really needs angle parking.  

12. Some of the roads paroled Mission experience high volumes of speeders, that would an excellent way to fund some 

projects. Horne street, stave and cedar all experience outrageous amounts of speeding. On my street alone I see 4 out 

of 5 vehicles racing up the street at speeds well over the speed limit. Speeding makes it very unsafe for biking, walking 

and kids. How about making this a priority as well. 

13. Having served on the Abbotsford Mission Transit Committee and having a pretty good understanding of the costs of 

improving transit and/or transportation in our community I know that this exercise will only inform future planning, which 

is always a good thing. I do not believe, however, that the kind of transportation improvements and structural changes 

are within the current Council's ability to fund in a meaningful way without major assistance from the Provincial and 

Federal governments. Until those macro issues are addressed, transportation planning for our District will remain a 

series of small steps that will not satisfy those who are calling for significant change.  

14. I love our fair city, but as a rider of transit here in our town, I don't really see any issues with current service levels.  

There is a lot in this town that needs the love and added funds, but right now I think it would be better spent elsewhere. 

15. If I can help in anyway, please contact me...  
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16. This survey asks me my views on transportation, but it is missing a context question.  I would have liked to see a 

question asking how important transportation is to me, relative to other issues.  If I had, it would have rated lower than 

public safety; parks and recreation; and social development.   

17. 1- Make it cheaper  

2- Make 1st Ave  a two way street 

3- Get some plans going to get a Sky Train in Mission. 

4-Lower the cost of the WCE because there is no way I can afford the train.  

5- At least get a train going between Abbotsford and Mission which is always running.   

Give me a call at 604-226-3897 if anyone with like a non-bias opinion on how I would like to see improvements to the 

Mission District transportation.  

18. I love this city and think it was the best move I have made. We will retire here and hopefully watch our grandchildren 

grow up here. We desperately need more public transit out of the city in the AM and in a little later in the PM. It would be 

great if there was a mid day option as well. 

19. I think Mission has been improving and moving in the right direction, we just need to keep going. We absolutely need 

that vital link to Vancouver even if it just means getting a bus loop in Ruskin where we can transfer to the bus that is out 

there and runs to Maple ridge which then gives us a direct ride to the skytrain. 

20. Don't waste my time asking for public input, or your energy writing down a plan or passing policies if you aren't going to 

enact them. Don't compromise our vision of an accessible, walkable, enjoyable community because it will be too 

expensive to implement. Don't be afraid to experiment or try temporary initiatives that let us test a plan before full 

implementation. 

21. Hop 

22. Mission needs to grow and we need to offer more to daily commuters into the city or other communities along the way. 

WestCoast Rides come from all over to take the West Coast Express .. give discounts to the people of Mission and 

charge full fair to the ones from other communities. 

23. We love our Silverdale community and wish that bus service was available  

24. Connections with trains, flights, intercity bus systems would help a lot. 

25. A transport subsidy for no income & low income families & individuals would be wonderful especially for getting to jobs 

that are non-existent in Mission.  

26. Lighting and safe sidewalks are badly needed for evening walking and jogging especially in the winter. A single route 

with km markers would be a simple start. 

27. As a soon to be new resident, I think the District of Mission has tremendous opportunities, and transportation is going to 

be a massive component to the success of taking advantage of those opportunities. From all of the plans I've seen that 

discuss improving the Waterfront, Downtown, and West Stave Lake, accessibility is going to be nearly as critical as 

achieving the outcome. Like any great place, the foundation and infrastructure help its success.  
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28. I feel there is need for a cross walk on hwy 7 between the downtown and McDonald's. We used to live downtown and 

had no safe way to get to fruits and greens for the closest available produce without running across the hwy, pushing a 

double stroller or going way out of the way. 

29. An associated concern would seem to be the condition of the basic infrastructure within the affected zones, such as 

discovery of the need to fund and schedule for replacement of sewer lines while doing road improvements. 

30. Good to be able to express my opinion on this. :-) 

31. Love Mission. lets increase its attractiveness to new families and businesses  

32. Due to our large hills, we need more buses, and more frequent and longer times on the schedule. 

33. Thank you for asking for public opinion. I hope it is not all show and that you actually take our answers into 

consideration. I know that transportation in this town is a concern to many.  

34. All of the lights on Cedar are needless and roundabouts would work to move traffic better and act as traffic calming as 

well. More police traffic patrols as well. 

Truck route from the info booth to the Bellevue two ways would be a low cost alternative that would work to alleviate 

much of the truck traffic in town and maybe some of the cars as well! 

35. My motto that applies here is "don't re-invent the wheel, put a nicer hubcap on it"  

Look learn explore. Nothing needs to be a new ideas....everything has been done before. Learn from there experience.  

36. MOT needs to make traffic in the downtown area more calming. Also take buses off of Welton.  

37. Keep up the good work! I know it is an ongoing battle and you all are doing what you can! 

38. I think any attempt to fix any problems for transportation in Mission will greatly help Mission. Thank you for asking the 

opinion on the residents. Thank you for contribution to making Mission Better! 

39. Pet friendly buses 

Connect rural community 

More frequent routes 

40. This was a wonderful survey! I hope that the public transportation will become better in the future as it will help so many 

people. 

41. thank you for asking for our opinion 

42. Put money into healthy living infrastructure, stop subsidizing fossil fuel uses. Bikes and pedestrians do NOT feel safe 

sharing road shoulders with cars. 
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Open House #2  

Transportation Master Plan Questionnaire 

Do you support the Proposed Goals of the Pedestrian Plan? 

Response Chart Percentage Count 

Promoter   69.1% 76 

Passive   20.0% 22 

Detractor   10.9% 12 

 Total Responses 110 

 Net Promoter Score 58.2 

Do you support the Proposed Goals of the Bicycling Plan? 

Response Chart Percentage Count 

Promoter   33.6% 37 

Passive   24.5% 27 

Detractor   41.8% 46 

 Total Responses 110 

 Net Promoter Score -8.2 
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Do you support the Proposed Goals of the Transit Strategy? 

Response Chart Percentage Count 

Promoter   52.7% 58 

Passive   22.7% 25 

Detractor   24.5% 27 

 Total Responses 110 

 Net Promoter Score 28.2 

Do you support the Proposed Goals of the Goods Movement Plan? 

Response Chart Percentage Count 

Promoter   54.2% 58 

Passive   26.2% 28 

Detractor   19.6% 21 

 Total Responses 107 

 Net Promoter Score 34.6 

Do you support the Proposed Goals of the Road Network Plan? 

Response Chart Percentage Count 

Promoter   66.1% 72 

Passive   22.9% 25 

Detractor   11.0% 12 

 Total Responses 109 

 Net Promoter Score 55.0 
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Do you support the proposed road network? 

Response Chart Percentage Count 

Promoter   23.2% 23 

Passive   39.4% 39 

Detractor   37.4% 37 

 Total Responses 99 

 Net Promoter Score -14.1 

Do you support the proposed Truck Route Network? 

Response Chart Percentage Count 

Promoter   21.6% 21 

Passive   29.9% 29 

Detractor   48.5% 47 

 Total Responses 97 

 Net Promoter Score -26.8 
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Do you support the proposed Future Transit Options? 

Response Chart Percentage Count 

Promoter   41.1% 39 

Passive   26.3% 25 

Detractor   32.6% 31 

 Total Responses 95 

 Net Promoter Score 8.4 

Do you support the proposed Sidewalk Network? 

Response Chart Percentage Count 

Promoter   42.4% 39 

Passive   31.5% 29 

Detractor   26.1% 24 

 Total Responses 92 

 Net Promoter Score 16.3 

Do you support the proposed Cycling Network? 

Response Chart Percentage Count 

Promoter   21.1% 19 

Passive   35.6% 32 

Detractor   43.3% 39 

 Total Responses 90 

 Net Promoter Score -22.2 

Additional Comments 

The 52 response(s) to this questionnaire can be found in the appendix. 
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Appendix 

Additional Comments | 

A. Walking & Cycling (13) 

# Response 

1.a.  We need connectivity for all modes of transportation including walking to all areas of Mission, the Junction mall needs 

a walkway over the tracks that is wheelchair and stroller friendly to many close calls for pedestrians on current 

sidewalk 

2.a. For pedestrian safety, crosswalks in this town need to be addressed. Lighting at crosswalk, in particular, is a huge 

concern. As a driver, I dread approaching crosswalks in the dark (or even near dark of mid-afternoon or bad weather 

days) as it is difficult to see people in the shadows. Better traffic law enforcement would also go a lot further in 

promoting pedestrian and bicyclist (and even driver) safety in Mission than sidewalks will. There is entirely too much 

speeding, distracted driving, and individuals who do not follow the rules of the road in this town. Getting around is 

scary. I know our police are stretched thin, but really it is ridiculous.  

3.a. I would like to see better sidewalks, trails, and pathways in the suburban and downtown area of Mission. Jogging trails 

/ loops & interconnecting bike paths.   Walking to and from would be beneficial for the wellness of our community in 

the long run. Specifically from the downtown area, such as the Library, to the Leisure Center.  I would love to see a 

trail network with wheelchair & stroller access on the lane creek trail, as well as a trail connection to Lane Creek & the 

Welton Stairwell. 

4.a. The pedestrian plan to add sidewalks is great, access to the junction from both sides of town could be improved, 

maybe a bridge over the tracks.  

5.a. The proposal I saw that I agree with the most is the bypass of the city centre of hwy 7 by the train yard in both 

directions.  Then the sidewalk improvements. 

6.a. One thing that isn't addressed in relation to alternative transportation is the issue of the hill. Providing some sort of 

uphill assist would encourage more people to get out of their cars, especially if it was covered. I picture something 

going up Grand from downtown that feeds into major East/West bike routes on roads like 7th, 14th and Best. It could 

be a moving sidewalk, or something simple like this cycle assist (http://gizmodo.com/this-super-clever-lift-assists-

cyclists-up-steep-city-h-1552142855) 

7.a. The sidewalks along Cherry St need to be connected, especially West of Cedar. Lots of foot traffic to that intersection. 

The lack of sidewalk on Stave Lake north of 11th is disgusting. Students walk up and down daily.  

8.a. Would like to see easier sidewalk access from Murray to the waterfront. At this point in time it is downright dangerous 

with narrow sidewalk on the railway overpass and no road crossings on Horne. We have a lot of potential on our 

waterfront in addition to the existing public areas there but it would be nice to be able to walk to it instead of having to 

drive. 

9.a. I think there should be a safer pedestrian crossing to get from cedar connector to junction across the highway. 
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10.a. Consider changing Tyler into a bike/pedestrian path rather than the degraded road too close to silver creek that it 

currently is. 

Need bike lanes on Hayward street- particular when the dam reopens as currently it is not safe to bike there. 

11.a. No cycle access between bridge and main traffic corridors in town.  Finish of streets and sidewalks connecting 

existing neighbourhoods. (i.e. Tunbridge, Egglestone)  Make cycle routes safer, people will use them. 

12.a. The sidewalk plans need to be reviewed with staff and the public 

13.a. I believe we should have a example bike route so that we can see how it would work. Seventh Ave from the park to 

Wren and up to the Sports Park would be a good route to start with. One it is fairly level and does not have a huge 

amount of traffic on the route and not that many people park on the side of the road. .  

 

B. Road (5) 

# Response 

1.b. Do not think the roundabout is the answer at the Cedar and 7th Avenue intersection. 

2.b. Mission is still quite small, let's enhance north south commuter routes and maintain the rest. 

3.b. I don't support heavy traffic on First Ave. 

4.b. We need to remove 4 way stops that were installed for the specific purpose of traffic calming. These placements were 

done by previous Councils for the express purpose of achieving traffic calming. 

Section A2.2.1.2 of the Manual Of Uniform Control Devices states:" Stop sign control results in delay to drivers and 

may increase fuel consumption, vehicle emissions and frequency of collisions. Therefore, Stop sign should not be used 

indiscriminately. Stop signs are not intended as speed control devices, and their usage should therefore be limited to 

control right of way conflicts." 

If you observe traffic flow at these locations, you will see that a very small number of vehicles actually stop. It leads to 

people to disrespect stop signs at locations that merit their placement. 

Examples of these locations are: Holiday Ave. and Osprey St., Eleventh Ave. and Topper Drive, Dewdney Trunk Road 

and Ferndale Avenue  

5.b. In regards to the light at Cedar and 7th, how hard would it be to make it two lanes going north and two lanes going 

south and putting in a left turn light? Like the one in Abbotsford at Mclean and Gladwin. 

 

C. Transit (2) 

# Response 

1.c. It is great that you are extending the transit routes but you must also increase the bus frequency in which they run.   

2.c. As the Hatzic area is expanding it would be nice to see Transit service within that area as well. 

D. Trucks (4) 
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# Response 

1.d. I'm opposed to the truck network that keeps traffic running through the downtown. 

2.d. Truck traffic MUST be rerouted so that it does NOT go through town. 400 trucks a day ++ through downtown?? 

Reroute lougheed hwy traffic away from housing; bring it down railway ave. 

3.d. 7th is a dreadful option for a truck route. The street has nonstop traffic flow and we don't need more trucks slowing 

down the traffic plus the hills to get to 7th are not truck friendly.  

4.d. I don't support the proposed truck routes plan to put a major arterial up Cedar, it needs to go up Wren.  Don't support 

trucks going through the Downtown.  If Wren might be used for trucks, then a different route needs to be used for bikes. 

 

E. Mixed responses (different topics) (26) 

# Response 

1.e. I find it ridiculous there are no improvements proposed to the rural areas.  

No bus service in Silverdale or Silverhill, there used to be a greyhound bus and now we don't even have that. 

Keystone is a truck route and our kids are forced to walk this road to and from the school bus stop. There are no 

sidewalks to separate our kids from the truck traffic and no lighting so it's very dark and dangerous. There are also 

walkers and joggers using this route, what about improvements for their safety also? I've lived here for 20yrs and 

other than the road being re-paved, there have been no improvements. I'm not sure if someone was waiting for 

genstar to provide these improvements? Newsflash genstar is selling their lands. We choose to live, but we still 

deserve improvements. 

2.e. I travel on Stave Lake Street past Doyle daily and I suggest that the road will have to be greatly improved especially 

as it's indicated as an arterial route and it's indicated in the bicycle plan to have widened shoulders. It is currently in 

terrible condition and very dangerous for cyclists and people walking (of which there seem to be more and more). 

3.e. Plans for changes to transportation infrastructure should be tempered with projected costs in mind. Sidewalks, bike 

lanes, landing pads, turn lanes and traffic circles are great for providing increased safety in transit but all have a cost. 

Money spent here should not come at the expense of more important issues and certainly should not come from 

raised taxes. 

4.e. I am concerned that the District will not develop a road system that encompasses the ongoing development in the 

"upper" portion of Mission.  I am very concerned that traffic continues to funnel, and increase in volume, onto existing 

service streets causing excess traffic volumes through older neighbourhoods, many of which were never meant to be 

"collector" or "feeder" routes.   

I have noticed that, although truck routes are marked, trucks routinely ignore them and use the residential streets as 

shortcuts. 

I realize that bicycles are becoming more numerous in Mission.  However Mission will never be a "bike friendly" city.  

We have a lot of hills.  As a matter of interest, the new Health building, at the Hospital, has a compound for the 

employees to secure their bikes.  Very, very seldom do I see any bikes in the compound.  I am very concerned about 

the cost of "bike lanes", "bike sharing", etc.  I think it could be lots of cost for a small return, except to make people 

feel good. 
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I have watched the buses travelling the road, in front of my house, for years.  It is always a full-size bus and usually 

has only a few people travelling on it.  Why can we not have the smaller buses to service the residential areas? 

Regarding a highway bypass, perhaps now would be the time to consider "biting the bullet" and building a full size 

highway bypass.  Perhaps that would mean purchasing some existing properties/business locations, perhaps it would 

require the construction of some large overpasses/underpasses but now would be an appropriate time.  Even if the 

race course had to move, maybe some of the businesses.  

In my opinion it would be a shame to put a bypass on the river side of Mission.  Perhaps considering an inland bypass 

route would be manageable?  Much more difficult though. 

5.e. There is still no transit (even once a day) to service Steelhead or Stave Falls. 14th Avenue near Centennial Park 

continues to be a dangerous place to walk especially at night, it needs a sidewalk all the way around the park (14th 

Ave and Taulbut sides).   

6.e. Do not put cyclists into traffic, anywhere. 

Like the direction taken for sidewalks, transit.  

Transit key item: regular bus service connecting to Coquitlam and points between. 

Roadways: NO, NO, NO, roundabouts!! 

Commercial vehicles: get them off of Main Street. Local delivery ok.  

Pedestrian crossing overhead signal (flashing amber) as used in downtown new west minster for schools, parks, 

playgrounds and collector roads.  

7.e. Sidewalks on busy roads first please.  And reflective paint for the lines.  

I like the truck traffic diverted off first ave. from just past info Center.  

Please add street names to your first map of the roads.   

8.e. Get the trucks and traffic off Downtown 1st Ave.  

Add more buses and longer hours for buses. 

Bus link to the police station. 

9.e. The bike lane network represents a good step, although in my bicycle journeys around Mission I have found the most 

effective strategy to be getting off the main arterials and using neighbourhood streets wherever possible, and this is 

not sufficiently emphasized in the layout plan. This is a plan that has worked well in Vancouver, where I have also 

seen it to be effective.  

Re: public transit, the shift to two-way routes is a no brainer considering Mission's rectangular layout of core streets. 

High frequency two way routes operated by SHUTTLE BUSES rather than BEHEMOTH BUSES - all of which would 

transit the downtown streets, efficiently linking residential neighbourhoods with shopping -  would represent a move to 

an appropriate scale of vehicle while significantly upgrading the appeal and attractiveness of the system. 

Re: pedestrian streets, get pedestrians off the streets and onto separated, disjunct trails. 

Also, why is 7th both a planned truck rout as well as bike route? These two modalities aren't exactly complementary 

or likely to co-exist well.  

10.e. I like the added transit to the Coquitlam light rail system.  The current local transit bus only has an 'east bus' and a 

'west bus', I have always wanted to see a bus that goes all the way from the east end of Mission to the west end of 

mission, without transferring.  Maybe there should also be an 'east/west bus' and a 'north/south central bus'? 

Also, I would like to see the sidewalks 'cleaned up'.  There are currently too many obstacles such as overhanging 

trees.  It's too bad that so many hydro poles and lines are in the middle of the sidewalk. 
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11.e. Should be more emphasis on providing pleasant recreational cycling trails.  This isn't Vancouver where we can cycle 

within our City to our jobs.  Unrealistic that most people would consider using the bus.  Would like to see trucks out of 

downtown. 

12.e. No more logging trucks on Main Street. The only adult people in Mission who ride bikes on public streets are drug 

addicts who stole the bike.  A small number of elite cyclists who already can ride as they wish where they wish. 

13.e. Focus on walking is good for health. Noise and smell of large trucks on pedestrian routes in not good.  I like the 

proposed highway addition east to Lougheed Highway. 

14.e. No plans to change the truck routes. More buses are good. Overall looks good. 

15.e. Get truck route out of downtown.  I'd support some measures to de-emphasize driving and enhancing transit, walking 

and cycling.  An external ring road or circle road around Mission rather than through it, would be good. 2-way bus 

routes - very good. Integration of transit needs to be improved with other modes and other services such as airports, 

Skytrain, TransLink, ferry system.  Transit exchange does not need to be downtown. Complete sidewalk on at least 

one side of Cherry Ave. Good to see public consultation taking place. 

16.e. Cedar and Dewdney Trunk should not be truck routes. I do not believe public transit improvements will help.  I believe 

road improvements and improvement of cycling corridors will help.  There is already a good transit system in place. 

17.e. Try to install sidewalks in high density areas for at least one side of the street. Make sure all seniors homes are well 

served by transit. There should be a good bypass route for trucks that are not making deliveries in Mission. 

18.e. Bike Plan important for a community, but not a priority or solution.  Transit Plan opens community/population to other 

employment/education opportunities.  Goods Movement Plan should follow New Westminster and have trucks taking 

a lower road.  More West Coast Express Trains and weekend Trains. My main concerns is for a transportation plan 

that bridges the working community/population to the rest of the Lower Mainland. 

19.e. I am firmly opposed to roundabouts especially at 7th and Cedar.  Widen Cedar northbound to 2 lanes after 7th 

Avenue.  Prefer trucks travelling through Mission to not use Downtown streets.  Proposed paths along the river should 

be multi-use (pedestrians and cyclists). Thank you. 

20.e. I am a walker who can't wait. We need more bus routes, later bus service and streamlining of routes. I am a daily 

transit taker. I cannot go out late because my area has no evening bus.  The buses should run until midnight and 10 

PM on Sundays. I believe the sidewalk network needs to be extended, I am thrilled about this.  

21.e. Beyond sidewalks, street lighting should be consistent in urban areas, and arterial and major roads.  The hilliness of 

Mission is a deterrent to cycling.  Cycling trip end facilities will help.  Goods movement needs an alternative route for 

trucking.  Road network which includes cycling and pedestrians is important.  A truck route through Downtown is not 

acceptable.  For long term planning, surprised to see no mention of water, air and rail transportation. 

22.e. I do not like the high traffic streets that only have a paved walking strip on one side of the road, where you have to 

walk with your back to traffic.  I would prefer that to be at least a sidewalk even if only on one side of the street.   

It would be nice for streets to have a painted paved shoulder with which to ride your bike on, on rural roads, like 

Dewdney Trunk road heading north from Cade Barr, for instance. 

23.e. I find that by laws with commercial trucks are not enforced in the family neighborhoods I have complained in writing 

numerous times and nothing has been done. Bike lanes maybe down town on 1st but for Mission I find it hard to ride a 

bike as you may get down town easily but try to get back up the hills. Bike parks would be better. Better parking and 

more parking down on 1st as I drive around two to three sometimes four times trying to park to do my banking on 1st. 

24.e. Looks like Wren Street continues to have neglect for a few blocks North of Lougheed Hwy.  Put the trucks on this 

route and have no buses.  Why? 

Does the walking and transportation routes mean there will be benches at every bus stop? 
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Why not drop the grade of the Wren/Scott/Raven hill back to its original level?  If you plan on having trucks use this 

route, it will be quite the show on this currently steep hill, especially in the winter.  If it had stayed at its original level, it 

would be the best route to take in winter. 

25.e. Mission's location on a hillside make cycling impractical for the average person. Money spent on a cycling network will 

be to the benefit of a select few. 

The west coast express service is outstanding, well used, and should be expanded. 

Urban sprawl makes conventional bus service expensive and under used 

26.e. Observations I have noted in Mission's roads: 

-subdivisions built with driveways not long enough to support vehicles, results in vehicles parked in driveways that 

cannot clear the sidewalks and therefore block the sidewalks. 

-too many occupants in homes resulting in parking issues which then impact visibility and walkability in many 

neighbourhoods 

-truck routes in rural areas - shoulder of the roadways in many areas are higher than the road itself which does not 

allow the rain water to "run off the side of the road", water pools, water freezes, the sides of the roads over time start 

to break apart from freezing/thawing 

-the 2 many routes north/south are highly congested during 'rush' times and trucks working hard 'thru the gears' 

holding up more traffic. 

-too many school/park zones/lights on the main routes 

-too many random roads that do not 'connect' leaving dead ends and directional nightmares for out-of-towners 

 

F. Other (2) 

# Response 

1.f. I took the time to fill out the tax increase survey only to find that Mission Council simply ignored the results and are 

going to do what they want anyway so why bother with expensive surveys. Perhaps at next election we will jog there 

memory and remind them that the last attempts at an autocratic society didn't end so well. 

Yes,   would love to have input, but what is the point. 

2.f. It is very hard to see the detailed maps and information presented so my ability to accurately comment upon the 

proposals is somewhat limited.  Other than that the proposals seem to address the need for a multi-modal 

transportation system.  

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Contact Us: 
Telephone: (604) 820-3700 
Email: info@mission.ca 
Web:  www.mission.ca 
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